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The principles of trna politics firo those of morality enlarged ; and I nei- 
ther now do nor ever will K<lmit of any other. — Buekb, Letter lo &t Bithep 
of Ghetto-! Cbn-espomience, Vol. I. p. 332. 

True politics I look on as a part of moral philosophy, which is nothing 
hutthaartotoondnctingmenright in society, nnd supporting a commnnity 
amonget its neighbors. — Johs Locke, Letter to Ihe Earl of Peterborough : 
Life, by Lord King, Vol. I. p. B. 

Alalus nsuE abalendns est. — Law JiAxrti. 

All things whatsoever ye wouM that men should do to you, do yo oven ao 
to thcini fo:' this is the Law and the Trophela. — Matthew, viii. 13. 
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Too liave among you mimy a pnrolmsed slave, 
Which, like youv aaaes, and your doga, and mulefl, 
You use in abject and in elaviah parts, 
Because you bought tliem. 

Sh-AKESPEAKE, MerchaJtt of VeidcB' 

From Guinea's coast pursue tlie lessening sail, 
And catch the sounds tliat sadden every gale. 
Tell, if thou canst, the sum of sorrows there; 
Mark the Sjtod gaze, the wild and frenzied glnre, 
Theraoksof thought, and freezings of despair! 
But pause not then, — beyond the western wave. 
Go, view the captive bartered ns a slave ! 

EoGEES, Pkaiares of Memory. 
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THEooaH the influence of the late Dr. James W. Stone, an inde- 
&tiga,We EepuWican, a course of lectures was organized in Boston espe- 
oially for the discussion of Slavery. This course marks the breaking of 
tha seal on the platform. Mr, Sumnei' undertook to open tliis course, 
which was to b^in in the week after his address before the Mercantile 
Library Association ; but he was prevented by sudden diEahility from 
a cold. His excuse was contained in tlie following letter. 

" HabOoCr Stbeet, 23d November, 1864. 

"My DEAR SiE, — An unkindly cnn-ont of n[r is often more penetmtius 
than an anow. From such a shaft 1 suffereti on tho night of my addi'ess to 
tha Mercantile Libraiy Association, more than a week ngo, and no onre or 
skill has been efSoacious to relieve me. I am admonished alike by painful 
consciouanesB and by the good physician into whose hands I have fallen, that 
1 am not equal to tha service 1 have niic?evtaken on Thursday evening, 

" Fitly to inaugurate that course of lectures would task the best powers 
In best health of any man. Moat irelnctantly, tint necessarily, I must lose 
Bight of the inspiring company there assembled in the name of Fi'eedoni 
to sit in judgment on Slavery, and postpone till some other opportunity 
what I had hoped to say. Yon, who know the effort I have made to rally 
for this occasion, will appreciate my personal disappointment. 

"It is my habittokeepmy engagemenls. Not for a single day have I been 
absent from my seat in the Senate during the three sessions in wiiieh duty 
has called me there ; and never before, in the course of .numerous nndertak- 
ingB to address pnblic bodies, at different times and in different places, has 
(here been any failure throngh remissness or disability on my part. 

" Pardon these allusions, which I make that you may better undei'stanrt 
my feelings, now that I am compelled to depart for the moment from a 
cherished nile of fidelity. 

"Evcrfaithfullvvonrs, 

"Charles Sumneb. 

"Dr. StoHB." 

Failing to open the eoui'se, Mr. Sumner closed it, on Hs return from 
Washington in the spring, with the following address, which he was 
called to repeat in the same hall a few days later. Yielding to friend- 
ly pressure, he consented to repeat it at several places in New York, 
among which was Aubnm, the residence of Mr. Seward, by whom he 
was introdnced to the audience in the following words. 

" FELijiw-CrnzBKS, — A dozen years agol was honored by being chosen 
to bring my nelglibors residing here to the acquaintanea of a statesman of 



H«,db,Googlc 
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Massachusetts who was then directing the Inst energies of an ilhistj^ou! life 
to the removal of the crime of Human Slavery from the soil of our beloved 
country, — a statesman whose course 1 had chosen for my own guidance, — 
John Quincy Adiims, ' the old man eloquent.' 

"He has ascended to lieaveii: yon and I yet ramniii here, in the field of 
toil and duty. And now, by a rare felicity, I hHva yonr histructions to pre- 
sent to you another statesman of Massachusetts, him on whose shoulders 
the mantle of the daparted one has fallen, and who more thim any other of 
the many great and virtuous citizens of his native Commonwealth illustrates 
the spirit of the teacher whom, like us, he venerated and lovad bo much, — 
a companion and friend of my own pubhc labors, — the ymiag ' man elo- 
quent,' — Cliarles Snraner." 

In tlie city of New York the same address formed the last of an 
Antislavery course. It was delivered in the Metropolitan Theatre, 
before a crowded audience, May 9, 1855. Mr. Sumner had never before 
spoken in Hew York, He was introduced by Hon. William Jay, in 
the following woi'ds. 

" Ladies abd Gesti.emeh, — I have been requested, on the part of the 
Society, to perform the pleasing, but unnecessary, office of Introducing to you 
the honored and well-known advocate of Justice, Humanity, and Freedom, 
Charles Sumner. It is not for his learning and eloquence that I com- 
mend him to yoar respectfal attention; for learning, eloquence, and even 
theology Itself, have been prostituted in the service of an. institution well 
described by John Wesley as the sum of all villanies. I introduce him to 
yon as a Northern Senator on whom Nature has conferred the tmnsnal gift 
of abnokbone, — a man who, standing erect on the floor of Congress, amid 
creeping things from the North, with Christian fidelity denounces the stu- 
pendons wickedness of the Fugitive Law and the Nebraska Peilidy, and in 
the name of Liberty, Humanity, and EeUgion demands the repeal of those 
most atrocious enactments. May the words he is about to utter be im- 
pressed on your consciences and influence yoar conduct." 

The reception of tlio address attested the change in the public mind. 
Fi'ederick Douglass, who was present, wrote : — 

"MetropolitanTheatre was literally packed, and, for two hours and a half, 
the vast audience, with attention unwearied, and with interest rising with 
every sentence which dropped from the speaker, Indorsed sentiments whicli 
many of the same parties would Ave years ago have stoned any ojie for 
uttering." 

The Tribane said : ■ — 

" Mr. Sumner's speech last night was the greatest oratorical and logical 
success of the year, and was most enthusiastically praised by the latest 
audience yet gathered in New York to hear a lecture." 
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The interest was such, that hs was coiistriiiiiod, much against liis 
own dispositiou, to repeat it m Brooklyn, where he was introduced by 
Eev. Henry Ward Beecher, and tlien again at Niblo's Theatre, New 
York, where he was introduced by Joseph Blunt, Esq^. The conclud- 
ing words of Mr. Beecher were as follows. 

" I am to introdnce to yon a statesman who follows a long train of rep- 
resentatives and statesmen who were false to the North, ftilse to Libeity; 
and then they made a eomplaint that there was no North ! It was because 
the North lost faith in her recieant children. It lost faith in its traitoi's, and 
not in Liberty. But now, if the hau;^hty Southerners wish to engage in 
nny more conflicts of this Itnd, I tliink they will have to find some other 
than the speaker to-night with whom to break a lance, [loud cheersJ] 
I do not wish merely to introduce to you the ' honorable gentleman ■ sent 
from Massachusetts- as a United States Senator; my wish is to Jo better 
than that; I wish to iutniduce to you the has, — Chau[.i<.s Sumkek. 
[Zaud aj^uee.} " 

The Tribwm spoke thus of these meetings : — 

" That a lecture should he repeated in New York is a rare occurrence. 
That a lecture on Autislnvery should be repeated in New York, even be- 
fore a few despised ' fanatics,' [s an unparalleled occurrence. But that 
an Antislavery lecture should be repeated night after night Co successive 
multitudes, each more enthusiasyc than the last, marks the epoch of a rev- 
olution in popular feeling; it is an era in the history of Liberty. Niblo's 
Theatre was crowded last evening long before the hour of commencement 
Hundreds stood through the three hours' lecture. We give a full report of 
the words, butonly of the words." 

Other newspapers were entliusiaatie in their conmieaift. 

The Naiional Era, at Washington, in printing the address, said of 
its delivery in Metropolitan Hall ; ^ 

" Mr. Sumner closed, as he had continued, amid lend and protracted ap- 
plause. Especially at the point when he said that the Fugitive Slave Bill 
must be made a dead letter, the audience seemed wild with enthusiasm. 
HaiidkerehiefS waved from fair hands, and reporters almost foi^t their 
stolid n 



Such extracts m^ht be multiplied. Beyond these was the testimony 
of individuals gratified at the hearing obtained for cherished senti- 
ments. One wrote from Philadelphia as follows. 

" I oannot forbear, not tbr your gratification, but for my own, io testify 
my unbounded sympathy and satisfaction in the Three Days' Ovation of 
May that you have enjoyed In New York, in reward of your fliithtiil sen- 
tinelship on the ramparts of Liberty in that sin-beleaguered tbrtress, the 
Capitol at Washington, faithfully supporting the cause of the weak against 
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insolence nnd hnuslily vnlgnrity. .... Yo" haye glovioiiFly and IniHi- 
fiilly withstood obloquy iinU reproach: the hour of Iriuniijli is now well 
assured." 

Another wrote from Albany : — 

'" 1 have nerer read anything bo raagniiioent na vour Lecture in tlie Iscle- 
pendent. How I wisii I couid have lieiird it ! Letters from judges in sucli 
niatlefs inform me that no speecli in NawYork for many years lias pro- 
duced such a aenealjon." 

Conut Guroweki, writing from Brattleljoro', Termont, eKjiresBetl his 
(.■titlinsiBatie sympathy, and at the same time predicted the adverse 
feeling among slftvemaaters. 

" 1 liave just finished the raadine of your admirable OraUon. I am e» 
fxlaae. I waa near to cry. .... But you luive thrown the gauntlet ouca 
mora to the ' gentlemen from the Sonth,' bravely, decidedly, and pitilessly. 
Do not be astonished, if they shall sejid you, covered with laurels as yoii 
are, to Coventry. This undoubtedly they will do." 

These extracts show something of puhlio sentiment at this stage of 
the great contest with Slavery. From this time foraard the discussion 
broadened and deepened. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



ADDRESS. 



HISTOEY abounds in vicissitudes. From weakness 
and humility^ men ascend to power and place. 
From defeat and disparagement, enterprises are borne 
on to recognition and triumph. The martyr of to-day 
is gratefully enshrined on the morrow. The atone that 
the builders rejected is made head of the comer. Thus 
it always has been, and ever will be. 

Only twenty years ago, in 1835, the friends of the 
slave in our country were weak and humble, while 
their great undertaking, just then showir^ itself, was 
trampled down and despised. Small companies, gath- 
ered together in the name of Freedom, were interrupt- 
ed and often dispersed by riotous mobs. At Boston, a 
.feeble association of women, called the Female Anti- 
slavery Society, sitting in a small room of an upper 
story in an obscure building, was insulted and then 
driven out of doors by a frantic crowd, pohtely termed 
at the time " gentlemen - of property and standing," 
which, after various deeds of violence and vileneas, next 
directed itself upon WilHam Lloyd Garrison, — known 
as the determined editor of the " Liberator," and origi- 
nator of the Antislavery Enterprise in out day, — then 
ruthlessly tearing him away, amidst savage threats and 
with a halter about his neck, dragged him through the 
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Streets, mtil, at last, gnUtj only a! loTiiig liljerty, if not 
-wisely, too well, this unoffending citizen ™s thmst mto 
the common jdl for protection against an infnriate pop- 
ulace. Nor -was Boston alone. Etcb villagea in remote 
rural solitude broke out in simnar outrage, — -while 
large towns, like Providence, New Haven, Utica, Wor-. 
cester, Alton, Cincinnati, Ealthnoro, Philadelphia, and 
Now York, became so many fiery cratcHi ovetflowmg 
with rage and madness. What lawless violence failed 
to accomphsh was urged next through forms of law. 
By solemn legislative acts, the Slave States called on 
the Free Slates " promptly and effectually to suppress 
all those associations within their respective Ihnits pur- 
porting to be Abolition Societies" ;' and Ehode Island, 
Massachusetts, and New York basely hearkened to the 
base proposition The press, too, with untold power, 
exerted itself in this behalf, while pulpit, politrcran, and 
merchant conspired t» stifle discussion, until the voice of 
Treedom was hushed to a whisper, " alas I almost afraid 
to know itself." 

Since then, in the lapse of tew years only, a change 
has taken place. Instead of those smaU companies, 
coimted by tens, we have now this mighty assembly, 
counted by thousands ; instead of an insignificant apart- 
ment like that in Boston, the mere appendage of a 
printino-offlce, where, as in the manger itself. Truth was 
cmdled we have this Metropolitan Hall, ample m pro- 
portion and central in place ; instead of a profane and 
clamorous mob, beating at our gates, dispersing our 

1 Beaolutions of lie LegislntuM of South Cnralina, December 16, 1S3B. 
See .1.0 HesoLtlo.. ot Iho UbI.I.I™ "' Ko* Ornlle^ 0«™' "l 
IBSS, ofOeorfla,Deeeiiiliera H8S, of Al.l„m.,.I»m«i7 I, Mae; .nJ ol 

Virpinia, Fobraaly 16, 1836. Mawaehusetts Sennle Documents, Sees, im, 
Ho. 66. 
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d making one of our number the yictim 
of ita fury, we have peace and harmony at unguarded 
doors, ruffled only hy generous competition to partici- 
pate in this occasion ; ■while Legislatures openly declare 
their sympathies, villages, towns, and cities vie in the 
new manifestation, and the press itself, with increased 
power, heralds, applauds, and extends the prevailing 
influence, which, gushing from every fountain, and pour- 
ing through every cliannel, at last, hy quickening power 
of pulpit, politician, and merchant, swells into an irre- 
sistihle tide. 

Here is a great chajige, worthy of notice and memory, 
for it attests the first stage of victory. Slavery, in all 
its many-sided wi'ong, atOl continues ; but here in this 
metropolis — ay. Sir, and throughout the whole North 
— freedom of discussion is at length secured. And this, 
I say, is the iirat stage of victory, — herald of the tran- 
scendent futiu-e. 

" Hprk I a glad voice the lonely desart olieera ; 
Prepare the way] a God, a God Appears ! 
AGoii! aGodl the vooul hills reply: 
The rooks procltiini tie approaching Deity." 

Nor is there anything peculiar in the trials to which 
our cause has been exposed. Thus in aU ages is Truth 
encountered. At first persecuted, ga^ed, silenced, cru- 
cified, she cries out from the prison, the rack, the stake, 
the cross, imtil at last her voice is heard. And when 
that voice is reaUy heard, whether in martyr cries, or in 
earthquake tones of civil convulsion, or in the calmness 
of ordinary speech, such as I now employ, or in that 
still, small utterance inaudible to the common ear, then 
is the b^inning of victory ! " Give me where to stand 
and I win move the world," said Archimedes ; and 
Truth asks no more than did the master of geometry. 
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Viewed in this aspect, the present occasion rises above 
any ordinary course of lectures or series of political meet- 
ings. It is tlie inai:^uration of Freedono. From this 
time forward, her voice of warning and command cannot 
be silenced. The sensitive sympathies of property, in 
this commercial mart, may yet again reec^nize property 
in man ; the watchful press itself may falter or fail ; but 
the vantage-ground of free discussion now acliieved can- 
not he lost. On this I take my stand, and, as from the 
Mount of Vision, behold the whole field of our great con- 
trovei-sy spread before me. There is no point, topic, fact, 
matter, reason, or argument, touching the question be- 
tween Slavery and Freedom, which is not now open. 
From these I might aptly select some one, and confine 
myself to its development. But I should not in this 
way best satisfy the seeming requirement of the occa- 
sioiL Accordii^ to the invitation of your Committee, 
I was to make an address introductory to the present 
course of lectures, but was prevented by Hi-health. And 
now, at the close of the course, I am to say what I failed 
to say at its beginning. Not as Caucus or as Congress 
can I address you ; nor am I moved to undertake a po- 
litical harangue or constitutional argimient. Out of the 
occasion let me speak, and, discarding any individual 
topic, aim to exhibit the entire field, in its divisions and 
subdivisions, with metes and bounds- 

My subject will be The Necessity, Pbacticability, 
AND Dignity of the Antislaveey Enterpkise, with 
Glances at Special Duties of the North. By this 
enterprise I do not mean the efforts of any restricted 
circle, sect, or party, but the cause of the slave, in all its 
forms and under all its names, — whether inspired by 
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pulpit, pi ess, economist, or politician, — whether in the 
early, peisistent, and compieheiisive demands of Garri- 
son, the gentler tones of Chaiinmg, or the strictly con- 
stitutional endeavois of others now actually sharing 
the putlic councils of the countiy. To carry through 
this review, under its different heads, I shall not hesitate 
to meet the objections ui^ed against it, so far at least as 
I am aware of them. As I speak to you seriously, I 
venture to ask your serious attention even to the end. 
Not easily can a public address reach that highest com- 
pleteness which is found in mingling the useful and the 
agreeable ; but I desire to say that it wiU be my effort 
to cultivate that highest courtesy of a speaker which is 
found in clearness. 

I. 

I BEGIN with the NECESSITT of the Antislavery Enter- 
prise, In the wrong of Slavery, as defined hy aistmg 
law, this necessity is plainly apparent ; nor can any man 
within the sound of my voice, who listens to the authentic 
wor(fe of the law, hesitate in my conclusion. A wrong 
so grievous and imquestionable should not be allowed to 
continue. For the honor of human nature, and the good 
of all concerned, U must at once cease. On this simple 
statement, as corner-stone, I found the necessity of the 
Antislavery Enterprise. 

I do not dwell, Sir, on the many tales wliich come from 
the house of bondage : on the bitter sorrows undergone ; 
on the flesh galled by manacle, or spurting blood beneath 
the lash ; on the human form mutilated by knife, or 
seared by red-hot iron ; on the ferocious scent of blood- 
hounds in chase of human prey ; on the sale of fathers 
and mothers, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, 
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little children, even infants, at the auction block; on 
the practical prostration of all riyhte, aJl ties, and even 
all hope ; on the deadly injury to morals, substituting 
concubinage for mamage, and changing the whole land 
of Slavery into a by-word of shame, only fitly pictured 
by the language of Dante, when he called his own de- 
graded country a House of III Fame ;^ and, last of all, 
on the pernicious influence upon master as well as slave, 
showing itself too often, even by his own confession, in 
rudeness of manners and character, and especially in 
that blindness which renders him insensible to the 
wrongs he upholds. On these things I do not dwell, 
although volumes are at hand of unquestionable fact, 
and a^o of illustrative story so just and germane as to 
vie with fact, out of which I might draw, imtil, lilie 
Macbeth, you had " supped full with horrors." 

All these I put aside, — not because I do not regard 
them of moment in exliibiting the true character of 
Slavery, but because I desire to present this argument 
on gi-onnds above all controversy, impeachment, or sus- 
picion, even from slave-masters themselves. Not on 
triumphant story, not even on indisputable fact, do I 
now accuse Slavery, but on its character, as revealed 
in its own simple definition of itself. Out of its own 
mouth do I condemn it. By the Law of Slavery, man, 
created in the image of God, is divested of the human 
character, and declared to be a mere chattel- Tliat this 
statement may not seem to be put forward without pre- 
cise authority, I quote the law of two different States. 
The Civil Code of Louisiana thus defines a slave : — 

" A slave is one who is in the power of a master to whom 
he belongs. The master may sell him, dispose of his per- 

1 " AW aervB Ilalia, . . . • lordellol "—Purffotorio, Canto VI. 78-78. 
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son, his Industry, and his labor. He can do nothing, possess 
nothing, nor acquire anything but what must belong to his 
master." ' 

The law of another polished Slave State gives this 
definition : — 

" Slaves shall , be deemed, sold, taken, reputed, and ad- 
judged in law to be ckatteh personal, in the hands of their 
owners and possessors, and their executors, administrators, 
and assigns, to all intents, constructions, and purposes what- 

And a careful -writer. Judge Stroud, in a work of juridi- 
cal aa well as phUanthropio merit, thus sums up the 
law: — 

"The cardinal principle of Slavery, that the slave is not 
to be ranked among sentient heinga, but among things, is an 
article of property, a chattel personal, obtains as undoubted 
law in all of those [ Slave ] States." * 

Sir, this is enough. As out of its small egg crawls 
forth the slimy, acaly, reptile crocodile, so out of this 
simple deiinition crawls forth the whole slimy, scaly, 
reptile monstrosity by which a man is changed into a 
chattel, a person is converted into a thing, a soul is 
transmuted into merchandise. According to this very 
definition, the slave is held simply for the good of his 
master, to whose behest his hfe, liberty, and happiness 
are devoted, and by whom he may be bartered, leased, 
mortg^ed, bequeathed, invoiced, shipped as cargo, stored 
as goods, sold on execution, knocked off at public auc- 
tion, and even staked at the gaming-table on the liaz- 



s Sketch of tiie Laws reJating lo Slavery \a the several States, pp. 32, 2 
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aril of a card or dia The slave may seem to have a 
wife ; bat he has nob, for his wife belongs to his mas- 
ter. He may seem to have a child; but lie has not, for 
his child is owned by his master. He may be filled with 
desire of knowledge, opening to him the gates of joy 
on earth and in heaven ; but the master may impiously 
close all these gates. Thus is he robbed, not merely of 
privileges, but of himself, — not merely of money and 
labor, but of wife and children, — not merely of time and 
opportunity, but of every assurance of happiness, — not 
merely of earthly hope, but of all those divine aspira- 
tions that sprir^ from the Fountain of Light. He is not 
merely restricted in liberty, but totally deprived of it, 

— not merely curtailed in lights, but absolutely stripped 
of them, — not merely loaded with burdens, but changed 
into a beast of burden, — not merely bent in countenance 
to the earth, but sunk in law to the level of a quadruped, 

— not merely exposed to personal cruelty, but deprived 
of his character as a person, — not merely compelled to 
involuntary labor, but degraded to a rude thing, — not 
merely shut out from knowledge, but wrested from his 
place in the human family. And all thh. Sir, is accord- 
ing to the simple Law of Slavery. 

And even this is not all. The law, by cumulative 
proyisions, positively forbids that a slave shiU Iw taught 
to read. Hear this, fellow-citizens, and confess that no 
iespotism, no extrav^ance of tyranny, no 
s of impiety can be more blasphemous or deadly. 
" Train up a child in the way he should go " is the les- 
son of Divine Wisdom ; but the Law of Slavery boldly 
prohibits any such training, and dooms the child to 
hopeless ignorance and degradation. " Let there be 
light" was the Divine behest at the dawn of Crea- 
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tion, — and this commandment, travelling with the ages 
and the hours, still speaks with the .voice of God ; yet 
the Law of Slavery says, " Let there be darkness." 

But it is earnestly averred that slave-masters are hu- 
mane, and slaves are treated with kindness. These aver- 
ments, however, I properly put aside, precisely as I have 
already put aside the multitndinons illustrations from 
the cruelty of Slavery. On the simple letier of the law 
I take my stand, and do not go beyond what is there 
nominated. The masses of men are not better than 
their laws, and, whatever may be the eminence of in- 
dividual virtue, it is not reasonable to infer that the 
body of slave-masters is better than the Law of Slavery. 
And since this law submits the slave to their irrespon- 
sible control, with power to bind and to scoui^e, to shut 
the soul from knowledge, to separate families, to ^xa- 
clasp the infant from a mother's breast, and the wife 
from a husband's arms, it is natural to conclude that 
such enormities are sanctioned by them, while the sup- 
plementary denial of instruction gives conclusive evi- 
dence of their full complicity. And this conclusion 
must exist unquestioned, just so long as the law exists 
um^pealed. Cease, then, to blazon the humanity of 
slave-masters. Tell me not of the lenity with which 
this cruel .law is tempered to its unhappy subjects. 
Tell mo not of the sympathy which overflows from the 
mansion of the master to the cabin of the slave. In 
vain you assert these instances. ' In vain you show that 
there are individuals who do not exert the wickedness 
of the law. The law still endures. Slavery, which it 
defines and upholds, continues to outrage Public Opin- 
ion, and, within the limits of our Eepublic, more than 
three millions of human beings, guilty only of a skin 
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not colored like your own, are left the victims of its 
unrighteous, irresiHinsible power. 

Power divorced from right is devilish ; power with- 
out the check of responsibility is tyrannical; and I 
need not go back to the authority of Plato, when I as- 
sert that the most complete injustice is that erected 
into the form of law. But all these things concur in 
Slavery. It is, then, on the testimony of slave-masters, 
solemnly, legislatively, judicially attested in the very 
law itself, that I now arraign-this institution as an out- 
rage upon man and his Creator. And herein is the 
necessity of the Antislavery Enterprise. A wrong so 
transcendent, so loathsome, so direful, must be encoun- 
tered, wk^m-ever it can be reached ; and the battle must 
be continued without truce or compromise, imtil the 
field is entirely won. Freedom and Slavery can hold 
no divided , empire ; nor can there be any true repose, 
until Freedom is everywhere established. 

To the necessity of the Antislavery Enterprise there 
are two, and only two, main objections, — one founded 
on the alleged distinction of race, and the other on the 
alleged sanction of Christianity, All other objections 
are of inferior character, or are directed Ic^cally at its 
fToctieability. Of these two main objections let me 
brieily speak, 

1. I begin with the alleged distinction of race. Tliis 
objection assumes two different forms,— one founded on 
a prophetic malediction in the Old Testament, and the 
other on professed observations of recent science. Its 
importance is apparent in the obvious fact, that, unless 
such distinction be clearly and unmistakably established. 
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every argument by which our own freedom is vhidicated, 
every applause awarded to the successful rebellion of 
our fathers, every indignant word ever hurled against 
the enslavement of white fellow-citizens by Algerine 
corsairs, must plead trumpet-tongued against the deep 
damnation of Slavery, black as well as white. 

It is said that Africans are the posterity of Ham, son 
of Noah, through Canaan cursed by Noah, to be the 
servant of his brethren, and that this malediction has 
fallen upon all his descendants, including the unhappy 
Africans, — who are aecordingly devoted by God, through 
unending generations, to unending bondage. Such is 
the favorite ailment at the South, and more than once 
directly addressed to myself. Here, for instance, is a 
passage from a letter recently received. " You need not 
persist," says the writer, " in confounding Japheth's chil- 
dren with Ham's, and making both races one, and argu- 
ing on their r^hts as those of man broadly." And I 
have been seriously assured, that, until this objection is 
answered, it will be vain to press my views ui>on Con- 
gress or the country. Listen now to the texts of the Old 
Testament which are so strangely employed. 

" And he [Noah] said, Cursed be Canaan : a servant of ser- 
vants shall ho bo unto hie brethren. And he said, Blessed 
he the Lord God of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant. 
God shall enlai^e Japheth, and ho shall dwell in tho tents of 
Shem, and Canaan ahall bo his servant." ^ 

That is all ; and I need only read these words in or- 
der to expose the whole — transpicuous humbug. I am 
tempted to add, that, to justify this objection, it is ne- 
cessary to maintain at least five different propositions, 
as essential links in the chain of the African slave : first, 
1 Genesis, is. 25-2T. 
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that "by tliis malediction Canaan himself was actually 
changed into a chattel, — whereas he is simply made the 
servant of his brethren ; secondly, that not merely Canaan, 
but all his posterity, to the remotest generation, was so 
changed, — whereas the language has no such extent; 
thirdly, that the African aotaially belongs to the poster- 
ity of Canaan,-— an ethnographical assumption absurdly 
difficult to establish ; fmi/rtUy, that each descendant of 
Shem and Japheth has a right to hold an African fellow- 
man as chattel, — a proposition which finds no sem- 
blance of support ; a.aA, fifthly, that every slave-master 
is truly descended ftwm Shem or Japheth, — a pedigree 
which no anxiety or assurance can prova This plain 
analysis, which may fitly excite a smile, shows the five- 
fold absurdity of an attempt to found this revolting 
wrong on any 

" snccessiTe title, long and ilark, 
Drawn from the mouldy rolls of Noali's ark." i 

Tlie small bigotry which finds comfort in these texts 
has been exalted lately by the voice of Science, under- 
taking to suggest-that the different mees of men are not 
derived from a single pair, but from several distinct 
stocks, according to their several distinct characteristics ; 
and it is haughtily argued, that the African is so far 
inferior as to lose all title to that Eterty which is the 
birthright of the lordly white. Now I have neither time 
nor disposition, on this occasion, to discuss the question 
of the unity of races ; nor is it necessary to my present 
purpose.- It may be that the different races of men pro- 
ceeded from different stocks ; but tliere is but one great 
Human Family, in which Caucasian and African, Chinese 
and Indian, are all brothers, children of one Father, and 

1 Dryden, AbBKlom and Aobitophal, Part I, 301, 30S. 
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heirs to one Lappinesa, — alike on earth aud ia heaven. 
" Star-eyed Science " cannot shake this everlasting truth. 
It may exhibit peculiarities in the African, by which he 
is distinguishable from the Caucasian. In his physical 
form and intellectual character it may presume to find 
the stamp of permanent inferiority. But by no reach 
of learning, no torture of fact, no effrontery of dogma, 
can any science show that he is not a man. And as 
a man he stands before you an unquestionable member 
of the Human Family, entitled to all the iHghls of nrnn. 
You can claim nothing for yourself, as man, which you 
must not accord to him. Life, liherty, and the pursuit 
of Jmppiness, which you proudly declare to be your 
own inalienable, God-given rights, and to the support 
of which your fathers pledged their lives, fortunes, and 
sacred honor, are his by the same immortal title that 
they are yours. 

2. From the objection founded on alleged distinction 
of race, I pass to that other founded on alleged sanction 
of Slavery hj ChristianUy. Striving to be brief, I shall 
not undertake to reconcile texts often quoted from the 
Old Testament, which, whatever their import, are aU ab- 
sorbed in the New ; nor shall I stop to consider the pre- 
cise interpretation of the familiar phrase, Servants, obey 
yoiiT masters, nor seek to weigh any such imperfect in- 
junction in the scales against those grand commandments 
on which hang all the Law and the Prophets. Surely, in 
the example and teachings of the Saviour, who lifted up 
the down-trodden, who enjoined purity of life, and over- 
flowed with tenderness even to little children, human 
ii^enuity can find no apology for an institution which 
tramples on man, which defiles woman, and , 
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little children beneath the hammer of the auctioneer. 
If to any one these thii^a seem to have the license of 
Christianity, it is only because they have first secured a 
license in his own soul. Men are prone in uncertain, 
disconnected texts to find confirmation of their own per- 
sonal prejudices or prepossessions. And I — who am 
no theologian, but only a simple layman — mate bold to 
say, that whoever finds in the Gospel any sanction of 
Slavery finds there merely a reflection of himself. On 
a matter so irresistibly clear authority is superfluous ; 
but an eminent character, who as poet makes us foi^et 
his high place as plulosopher, and as philosopher makes 
us forget his high place as theologian, exposes the essen- 
tial antagonism between Christianity and Slaveiy in a 
few pregnant words, whicli, by recalling the spirit of our 
Faith, are more satisfactory than whole volumes of in- 
genious discussion. " By a principle essential to Chris- 
tianity," says Coleridge, " a person is eternally differ- 
enced from a iMng ; so that the idea of a Human Bei'ri.g 
TieeessarUy excludes the idm of pro;perty. in thai Beitig."^ 

With regret, though not with astonishment, I learn 
that a Boston divine has sought to throw the seamless 
garment of Christ over this shocking wrong. But I am 
patient, and see clearly how vain is his effort, when I 
call to mind, that, within this very century, other divines 
in another country sought to throw the same sacred 
vesture over the more shocking slave-trade, — and that, 
among many publications, a little book was then put 
forth by a reverend cle]^man, with the title, "The 
African Trade for Negro Slaves sliewn to be consist- 
ent with Principles of Humanity and with the Laws 
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of Kevealed Eeligion." ^ Thinking of these things, I am 
ready to say, with Shakespeare, — - 

" In religion, 



In support of Slavery, it is the habit to pervert texts 
and to invent authority. Even St. Paul is vouched for 
a -wrong which his Christian life rebukes. Much stress 
is now laid on his example, as it appears in the Epistle 
to Philemon, written at Rome, and sent by Onesimus, a 
servant. Prom the single chapter constituting the en- 
tire epistle I take the following ten verses, most strange- 
ly invoked for Slavery. 

" I beseech thee for my son. Onesimus, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds ; which in time past was to thee unprofitable, 
but now profitable to thee and to me ; whom I have seut 
agam. Thou, therefore, receive him, that ia, mine own bowels : 
whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead he 
might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel ; 
but without thy mind would I do nothing ; that thy benefit 
should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. For per- 

1 By the Eev. Thomas Thompson, Vicar of Reculrar, in Kent, and printed 
at Canterbury In 1772. Bosn-ell's defence of the Slave-Trade was Itin- 
dred In character. (Life of Johnson, ed. Crolser, London, 1848, Vol. VIE. 
pp. 28, 24, Sept 23, 1777.) Nothing can be mora melancholy than tiie 
effort of Capltein the Atrioan, who, snrrendering to the Dutch influences 
about him, made himself the apologist of Slavery, in a Latin Dissertation, 
translated into Dutch, and reprinted four times, entitled "DisMWniiopofii- 
ico-lheohgica de Bervitute lAbsrtab (SaitUams am conlTonn, quam sub FrEe< 
side J. Van den Honert pnbiicfe Disquisitioni sabjioit J. E. J. Capitein, 
Afer, hi 4tb, Lugdnni Batavomsn, 1742." In our own country, the Rer. 
Jolm Beclt, of Georgia, dared to preach and print, hi 1801, two sermons en- 
tilled "The Doctrine of Perpetual Bondage reooncllable with the Infinite 
Justice of God, a Truth plainly asserlfld in the Jewish and Christian Scrip- 
ture." Good men must join in the tlianlis expressed to Colonel Humphreys 
by the phihinthropist Gregoire, for his exposure of this baaenens in his Val- 
edictory Discourse before the Cincinnati of Connecticut. Gregoire, De la 
Litterature des Negres, p. 383. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



22 THE ANTISLAVERY ENTERPRISE; 

haps he therefore departed for a eeason that thou shoiildost 
receive him forever ;- not now as a servant, but above a servant, 
a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto 
thee, both in the fiesh and in the Lord ! If thou eotmt me, 
tJierefore, a partner, receive him as myself. If he bath wronged 
thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on mine account : I 
Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay it ; 
albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even 
thine own self besides." * 

Out of this affectionate epistle, where St. Paul calls 
the converted servant, Oiiesimus, his son, precisely as in 
another epistle he calls Timothy his son. Slavery is elab- 
orately vindicated, and the great Apostle to the Gentiles 
made the very tutelary saint of the Slave-Hunter. Now, 
without invoking his real judgment of Slavery from his 
condemnation on another occasion of " men-stealers," or 
what I prefer to call slave-hunters, in company with 
" murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers," and 
without undertaking to show that the present epistle, 
when truly interpreted, is a protest gainst Slavery and 
a voice for Freedom, — all of which might be done, — 
I content myself with calling attention to two things, 
apparent on its face, and in themselves an all-sufficient 
response. First, while it appears that Onesimns had 
been in some way the servant of Philemon, it does not 
appear that he was ever held as chattel; and how gross 
and monstrous is the effort to derive such a wrong out 
of words, whether in the Constitution of our country or 
in the Bible, which do not exphcitly, unequivocally, and 
exclusively define this wi-ong ! Secondly, in charging 
Onesimus with this epistle to Philemon, the Apostle 
iuds him as "not now a servant, but above a 
1 Epistle to Pliilemou, 10-19. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



ITS NECESSIir, PEACTICABILITY, AND DIGNITY. 23 

servant, a brother teloved," and he enjoins upon his 
coiTespondent the hospitality due to a freeman, saying 
expressly, " If thou count me, therefore, a partner, receive 
Mm. as myself " : ay, Sir, not as slave, not even as ser- 
vant, but as brother beloved, even as the Apostle him- 
self. Thus, with apostolic pen, wrote Paul to his dis- 
ciple, Philemon, In these words of gentleness, bene- 
diction, and eq^ual rights, dropping with celestial, soul- 
awakening power, there can be no justification for a con- 
spiracy, which, beginning with the treachery of Iscariot 
and the temptation of pieces of silver, seeks, by fraud, 
brutality, and violence, through officers of the law armed 
to the teeth, like pirates, and amidst soldiers who degrade 
their uniform, to hurl a fellow-man back into the lash- 
resounding den of American Slaveiy ;' and when any 
one thus perverts this beneficent example, allow me to 
say that he gives too much occasion to doubt his intel- 
ligence or his sincerity. 

Certainly I am right in stripping from Slavery the 
apology of Christianity, which it has tenaciously hu^ed ; 
and here I leave the first part of my subject, assert- 
ing, against every objection, the Necessity of our Enter- 



IL 

I AM now brought, in the se<!ond place, to the Practi- 
cability of the Enterprise. And here the way is easy. 
In showing its necessity, I have already demonsti'afced its 
practicability ; for the former includes the latter, as the 
greater includes the less. "Whatever is necessary must 
be practicable. By a decree wliich is a proverb of tyr- 
anny, the Israelites were compelled to make bricks with- 
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out straw; but it is not according to the ways of a be- 
nevolent Provideuce that man should be constrained to 
do what cannot be done. Besides, the Anfcislavery En- 
terprise is right ; and the right is always practicable. 

I know well the little faith of the world in the tri- 
umph of principles, and I readily imagine the despair 
with which our object is regaKled ; hut not on this ac- 
count am I disheartened. That exuberant writer, Sir 
Thomas Browne, breaks into ecstatic wish for some new 
difficulty in Christian belief, that his faith may have 
a new victory ; and an eminent enthusiast went so far 
as to say, " I believe because it ia impossible," — Credo 
quia impossibile. No such exalted faith is now required. 
Here is no impossibility ; nor is there any difficulty 
which will not yield to faithful, weU-directed endeavor. 
If to any timid soul the Enterprise seems impossible 
because it is too l>eautiful, then do I say at once that 
it is too beautiful not to be possible. 

Descending from these summits, let me show plainly 
the object it seeks to accomplish ; and here yon wiH see 
and confess its complete practicability. While discoun- 
tenancing aU prejudice of color and every establishment 
of caste, the Antislavery Enterprise — at least so far as 
I may speak for it ~ does not undertake to change hu- 
man nature, or to force any individual into relations of 
life for which he is not morally, intellectually, and so- 
cially adapted ; nor does it necessarily assume that a 
race, degraded for long generations under the iron heel 
of bond^e, can be taught at once all the political du- 
ties of an American citizen. But, Sir, it does confident- 
ly assume, against all C[uestion, contradiction, or assault 
whatever, that emry man is entitled to life, liberty, and 
the pv/rsmt of ha^ppim,ess ; and, with equal confidence, it 
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asserts that ev&ry individvM who wears the human form, 
whether black or white, should be recognized at mice as 
TTian. When this is done, I know not what othfer trials 
may be in wait for the unhappy African ; but this I do 
know, that the Antislavery Enterprise will then have 
triumphed, and the institution of Slavery, as defined by 
exist%i\^ law, will no longer shock mankind. 

In this work, the first essential, practical requisite is, 
that the question shaJl be openly and frankly confronted. 
Do not put it aside. Do not blink it out of sight. Do 
not dodge it. Approach it. Study it. Ponder it Deal 
with it. Let it rest in the illumination of speech, con- 
versation, and the press. Let it fill the thoughts of the 
statesman taid the prayeis of the pulpit. When Slavery 
is thus regarded, its true character will be recognized, as 
a hat^fid assemhlage of unquestionable v;rongs under sanc- 
tion of wdsting law, and good men will be moved to ap- 
ply the remedy. Already even its zealots admit that 
its " abuses " should be removed. This is their word, 
not mine. Alas! alas I Sir, it is these very "abuses" 
that constitute its component parts, without which it 
would not exist, — even as the scourges in a bundle 
with the axe constituted the dread fasces of the Roman 
lictor. Take away these, and the whole embodied out- 
rage disappears. Surely that central assumption — more 
deadly than axe itself — by which man is changed into 
a chattel, may be abandoned ; and is not this practica- 
ble ? The associate scoui^es by which that transcendent 
" abuse " is surrounded may, one by one, be subtracted. 
The "abuse" which substitutes concubinage for mar- 
riage, the " abuse " which annuls the parental relation, 
the " abuse " which closes the portals of knowledge, 
the " abuse " which tyrannically usurps all the labor 
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of another, now upheld hy positive law, may by posi- 
tive law be aboHshed. To say that this is not practica- 
ble, in the nineteenth century, ia a scandal upon mankind, 
and just in proportion as these " abuses " cease to have 
the sanction of law will the institution of Slavery cease 
to exist. The African, whatever may be then his con- 
dition, will no longer be the slave over whose wrongs and 
soiTOWS the world throbs at times fiercely indignant, and 
at times painfully sad, while with outstretched arms he 
sends forth the piteous cry, " Am I not a man and a 
brother ? " 

In pressing forward to this result, the incLuiry ia often 
presented. To what extent, if any, sliall compensation 
be allowed to slave-masters ? Clearly, if the point be 
determined by absolute justice, not the masters, but the 
slaves, are entitled to compensation ; for it is the slaves 
who, throughout weary generations, have been deprived 
of the fruife of their toil, all constantly enriching their 
masters. Besides, .it seems hardly reasonable to pay 
for the relinquishment of disgusting "abuses," which, 
in their af,^regation, constitute the bundle of Slavery. 
Pray, Sir, by what tariff, price-current, or principle of 
equation, shall their several values be estimated ? What 
sum shall be counted out as the proper price for the 
abandonment of that pretension — more indecent than 
the jus pri-mce noctis of the feudal age — which leaves 
woman, whether in the arms of master or slave, always 
a concubine ? "What bribe shall be proffered for res- 
toration of God-given paternal r^hts ? What money 
shall be paid for taking oif the padlock by which souls 
are fastened down in darkness ? How much for a quit- 
claim to labor now meanly exacted by the strong from 
the weak ? And what compensation shall be awarded 
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for the egregious assumption, condemned by reason and 
abhorred by piety, which changes man into a thing ? I 
put these questions without imdertaking to pass upon 
them. Shrinking instinctively from any recognition of 
rights found,ed on lorongs, I find myself shrinking also 
from any austere verdict which sliaJl deny any means 
necessary to the great consummation. Our fathers, 
under Washington, did not hesitate, by Act of Congress, 
to appropriate largely for the ransom of white fellow- 
citizens enslaved by Algerine corsairs ; and, following 
this example, I am disposed to consider the question of 
compensation as one of expediency, to be determined by 
the exigency of the hour and the constitutional powers 
of the Grovemment, — though such is my desire to see 
the disappearance of Slavery, that I could not hesitate 
to build a Bridge of Gold, if necessary, for the retreat- 
ing flend. 

The Pradicahility of the Antislavery Enterprise is 
constantly questioned, often so superficially as to be 
answered at once. I shall not take time to consider 
the allegation, founded on assumptions of economy, 
which audaciously assumes that Slave Labor is more 
advantageous than Free Labor, that Slavery is more 
profitable than Freedom, for this is all exploded by ofr 
ficial tables of the census, — nor that other futile argu- 
ment, that the slaves are not prepared for Freedom, and 
therefore should not be precipitated into this condi- 
tion, for this is no better than the ancient Greek folly, 
where the anxious mother would not allow her son to 
enter the water until he had learned to swim. 

As against the Wecessity of the Antislavery Enter- 
prise there were two chief objections, so also against its 
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Practicability there are two, — the first founded on al- 
leged danger to the master, and the second on alleged 
damage to the slave himself. 

1. The first objection, founded on alleged danger to 
the master, most generally takes the extravagant form, 
that the slave, if released from his present condition, 
would " cut his master's throat." Here is a blatant 
paradox, which can pass for reason only among those 
who have lost their reason. With absurdity having no 
parallel except in the defences of Slavery, it assumes 
that the African, when treated justly, will show a vin- 
dictiveness he does not exhibit when treated unjustly, — 
that, when elevated by the blessings of Freedom, he will 
develop an appetite for blood never manifested when 
crushed by the curse of bondage. At present, the slave 
sees his wife ravished from his arms, — sees his infant 
swept away to the auction-block, — sees the heavenly 
gates of knowledge shut upon him, — sees Ms industry 
and all its fruits unjustly snatched by another, — sees 
himself and his offspring doomed to servitude from 
which there is no redemption ; and still his master 
sleeps secure. Will the master sleep less secure when 
the slave no longer smarts under these revolting atroci- 
ties ? I will not triile with your intelligence, or with 
the quick-passing hour, by aiguing this question. 

There is a lofty example, brightening ■ the historic 
page, by which the seal of experience is affixed to the 
coneliision of reason ; and you would hardly pardon me, 
if T failed to adduce it. By a single Act of Parliament 
the slaves of the British West Indies were changed at 
once to freedmen ; and this great transition was ac- 
complished absolutely without personal danger of any 
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kind to the master. And yet the chance of di ger 
there was greater far than anung us In our li al 
country the slaves are over&l idov ed \j a more than 
sixfold white population. Only i\ two Statea Soith 
Carolina and Mississippi, do the &la\e& out umlei the 
whites, and there not greatly while jn tl e entire Sla>e 
States the whites outnumber the sli\es 1 y ii 11 ons It 
was otherwise in the British West Indies, where the 
^whites were overshadowed by a more than sixfold pop- 
ulation. The slaves were 800,000, while the whites 
numbered only 131,000, distributed in different propor- 
tions on the different islands. And this disproportion 
has since increased rather than diminished, always 
without danger to the whites. In Jamaica, the largest 
of these possessions, there are now upwards of 400,000 
Africans, and only 15,000 whites; in Barbadoes, the 
next largest, 120,000 Africans, and only 16,000 whites; 
in St. Lucia, 24,000 Africans, and only 900 whites ; in 
Tobago, 14,000 Airicans,and only 160 whites; inMont- 
serrat, 7,000 Africans, and only 150 whites : and in tlie 
Grenadines, upwards of 6,000 Africans, and only about 
60 whites.^ And yet the authorities in all these places 
attest the good behavior of the Africans. Sir Lionel 
Smith, Governor of Jamaica, in a speech to the As- 
sembly, declares that their conduct " amply proves how 
well they have deserved the boon of Freedom";^ the 
Governor of the Leeward Islands dwells on " the pecu- 
liarly rare instances of the commission of grave or san- 
guinary crimes amongst the emancipated population of 

1 Sea Parliamentary Papers, 1852, Vol. XXXI. : 1852-53, Vol. Lxn. ; 
1864-65, Vol. XXXVI.; 1866. Vol. LVII." 1857. Vol. XL.; 1682, Vol. LVU. 
Also, Davy's West Indies, pp. 65, 200. 2*5. 277, 112. 

a Speech nt Openinfj of Assembly, Oct. 30, 1838. PHrli;iinentarv PapBrs, 
Sess. 1839. Vol. XXXV., Mo, 107. p. 161. 
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these islands " ; ' and the Queen of England, in a speech 
from the throne, has announced that the complete and 
final emancipation of the Africans had "taken place 
without any disturhance of public order and tranquil- 
lity." ^ In this example I find new confirmation of the 
rule, that the h^hest safety is in doing right ; and thus 
do I dismiss the olijection founded on alleged danger to 
the master. 

2, I am now brought to the second objection, founded 
on alleged damage to the slave. It is common amor^ 
partisans of Slavery to assert that our Enterprise has 
actually retarded the cause it seeks to promote ; and 
this paradoxical accusation, which might naturally show 
itself among the rank weeds of the South, is cherished 
here on our Northern soil among those who look for 
any fig-leaf with which to cover indifference or tergi- 
versation. 

This peculiar form of complaint is an old device, in- 
stinctively employed on other occasions, until it ceases 
to be even plausible. Thus, throughout all time, has 
every good cause been encountered. The Saviour was 
nailed to the cross with a crown of thorns on his head, 
as a disturber of that peace on earth which he came to 
declare. The Disciples, while preaching the Gospel of 
forgiveness and good-will, were stoned as preachers of 
sedition and discord. The Keformers, who sov^ht to 
establish a higher piety and faith, were burnt at the 
stake as blasphemers and infidels. Patriots, in aU ages, 
striving for their country's good, have been doomed to 

1 Despatch from Got. Hi^inson to Earl Groy, April 5, 1349: Parliaman- 
tary Papers, Soss. 1849. Vol. XXXIV. [No. 1126], p. 218. 

a Hansard, Parliamentary Debates, Bd Ser. Vol, XLV. col. i, Feb. 5, 
1S39. 
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the scaffold or t-o exile, even as their country's enemies. 
Those brave Englishmen, who, at home, under the lead 
of Edmund Burke, espoused the cause of our fathers, 
shared the same illogical impeachment, wliich was 
touched to the quick by that orator statesman, when, 
after exposing its essential vice, in " attributing the ill 
effect of ill-judged conduct to the a^unients which had 
been used to dissuade us from it," he denounced it as 
"absurd, but very common in modern practice, and very 
wicked." 1 Ay, Sir, it is common in modem practica 
In England it has vainly renewed itself with special fre- 
quency ^;ainst Bible Societies, — against the friends of 
education, — against the patrons of vaccination, — against 
the partisans of peace, — all of whom have been openly 
arraigned as provoking and increasmg the very evils, 
whether of infidelity, ignorance, disease, or war, which 
they benignly seek to check. To bring an instance 
precisely applicable to our own, — - "Wilberfoi-ce, when 
conducting the Antislaveiy Enterprise of England, first 
against the Slave-Trade, and then against Slaveiy itself, 
was told that those efforts, by which his name is now 
consecrated forevermore, tended to increase the hard- 
ships of the slave, even to the extent of riveting anew 
his cliain.9. Such are precedents for the imputation to 
which our Enterprise is exposed ; and such, also, are 
precedents by which I exhibit the fallacy of the im- 
putation. 

Sir, I do not doubt that the Enterprise produces heat 
and irritation, amounting often to inflammation, among 
slavo-masters, wliich to superficial minds seems incon- 
sistent with success, but which the careful observer 

1, April 19, 1774: Works (London, 1801|, 
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will recognize at once as the natural and not unhealthy 
effort of a diseased body to purge itself of existing im- 
purities ; and just in proportion to the malignity of the 
concealed poison will be the extent of inflammation. 
A distemper lilie Slavery cannot be ejected hke a splin- 
ter. It ia too much to expect that men thus tortured 
should reason cabniy, that patients thus suffering 
should comprehend the true nature of theiT case and 
kindly acknowledge the beneficent cure ; but not on 
this aceovmt can it be suspended. Nor, when we con- 
sider the character of Slavery, can it be expected that 
men who sustain it will be tranq^uil. Conscience has 
its voice, and will be heard in awful warning hurrying 
to and fro in the midnight hour. Its outcry is more 
natural than silence. 

In the face of tliis complaint, I assert that the Anti- 
slavery Enterprise has already accomplished incalcula- 
ble good. Even now it sweeps the national heart, com- 
pelling it to emotions of transforming power. AU are 
touched, — the young, the middle-aged, the old. There 
is a new glow at the household hearth. Mothers, wives, 
sisters, and daughters are aroused to take part in the 
great battle. There is a new aspiration for justice on 
earth, awakening not merely a sentiment against Slav- 
ery, such as prevailed with our fathers, but a deep, un- 
dying conviction of its wroi^, and a determination to 
leave no effort unattempted for its removal. "With the 
sympathies of all Christendom as allies, already it en- 
compasses the slave-masters by a moral bloelcade, invisi- 
ble to the eye, but more potent than navies, from which 
there can be no escape except in final capitulation. Thus 
it has created the irresistible influence which itself con- 
stitutes the beginning of si 
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Already are signs of change. In common speech, as 
well as in writing, among slave-masters, the bondman is 
no longer caRed slave, but servant, — thus, by soft sub- 
stitution, concealing and condemning the true relation. 
Newspapers, even in the land of bondage, blush at the 
hunt of men by bloodhounds, — thus protestii^ against 
an unq^uestionaUe incident of Slavery. Other signs ap- 
pear in the added comfort of the slave, — in the enlarged 
attention to bis wants, — in the experiments now begin- 
ning, by which the slave is enabled to share in the 
pvoiitji of his labor, and thus finally secure his free- 
dom,— and, above all, in the consciousness among slave- 
masters that they dwell now, aa never before, under the 
keen observation of an ever-wakeful Public Opinion, 
quickened by an ever-wakeful Pubhc Press. Nor is 
this all. Only lately propositions were introduced in- 
to the Legislatures of different States, and countenanced 
by Governors, to mit^ate the existing Law of Slavery ; 
and almost while speaking, I have received drafts of 
two different memorials, one to the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, and the other to that of North Carolina, asking 
for the slave three thii^s, which it wUl be monstrous to 
refuse, but which, if conceded, wiR take from Slavery its 
existing character : I mean, Jvrst, the protection of the 
marriage relation ; secondly, the protection of the pa- 
rental relation ; and, thirdly, the privilege of knowledge. 
Grant these, and the girdled Upas tree soon must die. 
Sir, amidst these tokens of present success, and the au- 
guries of the future, I am not disturbed by complaints 
of seeming damage. "Though it consume our own 
dwelling, who does not venerate fire, without wliich hu- 
man life can hardly exist on earth ? " says the Hindoo 
proverb ; and the time is even now at hand, wlien the 
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Aatislavery Enterprise, ■wliich is the very fire of Free- 
dom, with all its incidental excesses and excitements, 
wiE he hailed with similar regard. 



III. 

It remains to show, in the third place, that the Aitti- 
slavery Enterprise, which stands before you at once ne- 
cessary and practicable, is commended by inherent Dig- 
nity. Here reasons are obvious and unanswerable. 

Its object is benevolent ; nor is there in the dreary 
annals of the Past a single enterprise more clearly and 
indisputably entitled to this character. "With unsur- 
passed and toucliing magnanimity, it seeks to benefit 
the lowly whom your eyes have not seen, and who are 
ignorant even of your labors, while it demands and re- 
ceives a self-sacrifice calculated to ennoble an enterprise 
of even questionable merit Ita true rank is among 
works properly called jihilanthtopic, — the title of high- 
est honor on earth. " I take goodn^s in this sense," 
says Lord Bacon in his Essays, " the affecting of the weal 
of men, which is that the Grecians call Philanthropia, 
; ... of all virtues and dignities of the mind the greatest, 
being the character of the Deity ; and without it, man 
is a busy, mischievous, wretched thing, no better than a 
kind of vermin." ^ Lonl Bacon was right, and perhaps 
unconsciously followed a higher authonty , for, when 
Moses asked the Lord to show him his glory, the Lord 
said, " I will make all my goodness pass before thee." ^ 
Ah ! Sir, Peace has tiophies fairer and more perennial 
than any snatched from fields of blood, but, among all 
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these, the fairest and most perennial are the trophies of 
henefleence. Scholarship, literature, jurisprudence, art, 
may wear their well-deaerved honors ;■ but an enterprise 
of goodness deserves, and will yet receive, a higher palm 
than these. 

In other aspects its dignity is apparent. It concerns 
the cause of Human Freedom, which from earliest days 
has been the darling of History. By all the memories 
of the Past, by the stories of childhood and the studies 
of youth, by every example of magnanimous virtue, by 
every aspiration for the good and true, by the fame of 
martyrs swelling through all time, by the renown of 
patriots whose Hves are landmarks of progress, by the 
praise lavished upon oiu? fathers, are you summoned to 
this work, Unless Freedom be an illusion, and Benevo- 
lence an error, you cannot resist the appeal. Wlio can 
doubt that our cause is nobler even than that of our 
fathers? for is it not more exalted to struggle for the 
freedom of others than for our ovm f 

Its practical importance at this moment gives to it 
additional eminence. Whether measured by the num- 
ber of beings it seeks to benefit, by the magnitude of 
the wrongs it hopes to relieve, by the difficulties with 
which it is beset, by tho political relations which it 
affects, or by the ability and character it enlists, the 
cause of the slave now assumes proportions of gran- 
deur which dwarf all other interests in our broad coun- 
try. In its presence the machinations^of poUticians, the 
aspirations of office-seekers, and the subterfuges of party, 
all sink below even their ordinary insignificance. For 
myself. Sir, I see among us at this time little else by 
which an honest man, wishing to leave the world better 
than he found it, can be tempted out upon the exposed 
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steejDS uf public life I see little else Mliicti can afford 
any of those satisiactioiis an lione'st man should covet. 
Nor IS there any cause so surely promising final suc- 



It is written tliat in the last days there shall be 
scoffers, and even this Enterprise, thus philanthropic, 
does not escape their aspereions. As the objections to 
its Necessity were twofold, and the objections to its 
PracticabUi^ twofold, so also are the aspersions two- 
fold, — Jifsi, in the form of hard words, and, secondly, 
by personal disparagement of those engaged in it. 

1, The hard words are manifold as the passions and 
prejudices of men ; hut they generally end in the impu- 
tation of "fanaticism." In such a cause I am willing 
to be called "fanatic," or what you will ; I care not for 
aspersions, nor shall I shrinlc before hard words, either 
here or elsewhere. They do not hiut. " My dear 
Doctor," said Johnson to Groldsmith, " what harm does 
it do any man to call him Holofernea ? " From that 
great Englishman, Oliver Cromwell, I have learned that 
one cannot be trusted " who is afraid of a paper pellet " ; 
and I am too familiar with history not to know that 
every movement for reform, in Church or State, every 
endeavor for Human Liberty or Human E^hts, has been 
thus assailed. I do not forget with what facihty and 
frequency hard words are employed : how that grand- 
eat character of many generations, the preeuisor of our 
own Washington, without whose example our Eepublic 
might have failed, the great Wilham, Prince of Orange, 
1 Maraton, History of Aakinio and Mellida, Act IlL So. 1. 
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founder of tlie Dutch Republic, the United States of 
Holland, — I do not forget how he was publicly branded 
as " a perjurer and a pest of society " ; and, not to dwell 
on general instances, how the enterprise for the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade was characterized on the floor of 
Parliament, by one eminent speaker as "mischievous," 
and by another as " visionary and delusive " ; and how 
the exalted characters which it enhsted were arraigned 
by still another eminent spealier, — none other than that 
Tarleton, so conspicuous as commander of the British 
horse in the Southern campaigns of our Eevolution, hut 
more conspicuous in pohtics at home, — "as a juato of 
sectaries, sophists, enthusiasts, and fanatics " ; and yet 
agaiu were arraigned by no leas a person than a prince 
of the blood, the Duke of Clarence, afterwards WiUiam 
the Fourth of England, as " either fanatics or hypocrites," 
in one of which categories he openly placed William 
"Wilberforce.^ Impartial History, with immortal pen, 
has redressed these impassioned judgments ; nor has the 
voice of the poet been wanting : — 

" Thy country, Wilberforoe, with just disdain, 
Hears thee by oraal men and impious called 
Fanatic, for thy zeal to loose the inthralled 
from esile, pubUc sale, and slavery's chain." ^ 

But the same impartial History will yet re-judge the 
' judgments of tliis hour. 

. Hard words have been followed by personal dis- 
'■; and the sneer is often raised that oui En- 
terprise lacks the authority of names eminent m Church 
and State. If this be so, the more is the pity on their 
account; for our cause is needful to them moie than 

1 Hansard, Parliiuneiitary History, XXX. 669, AprQ 11, 1798. 
a Cowpar, Sonnet to Wilberforce. 
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tliey are needful to our cause. Alas ! it is only ac- 
cording to example of history that it sliould be so. It 
is hot the eminent in Church and State, the rich and 
powerful, the favorites of fortune and of place, who most 
promptly welcome Truth, when she heralds change in 
the existing order of things. It is others in poorer 
condition who open hospitable hearts to the unattended 
stranger. This is a sad story, beginning with the Saviour, 
whose disciples were fishermen, and ending only in our 
own day. Each generation has its instances. But the 
cause cannot be judged by any such indifference. Strong 
in essential truth, it awaits the day, surely at hand, when 
all will flock to its support. As the rights of man are 
at last recognized, the scoffers, now so heartless, will 
forget to scoff. 

And now. Sir, I present to you the Antislavery En- 
terprise vindicated, in Necessity, Practicability, and Dig- 
nity, against all objection. If there be any which I 
have not answered, it is because I am not aware of its 
existence. It remains that I should give a practical 
conclusion to this whole matter, by showing, though in 
glimpses only, your Special Duties as Freemen of the 
NOKTH. And, thank God ! at last there is a North. 

Mr. President, it is not uncommon to hear persons 
among us at the North confess the wi-ong of Slavery, 



and then, folding the hands in absolute 1 
ejaculate, " "What can we do about it ? " ' Such we 
encounter daily. You all know them. Among them 
are men in every department of human activity, — who 
perpetually buy, build, and plan, — who shrink from no 
labor, — who are daunted by no peril of commercial 
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adventure, by no hardihood of industrial enterprise, — 
■who, reaching in their undertakings across ocean and 
continent, would promise to " put a girdle round about 
the earth in forty minutes"; and yet, disheartened, they 
can join in no effort against Slavery, Others there are, 
especially amoi^ the youthful and enthusiastic, who 
vainly sigh because they were not bom in the age of 
Chivalry, or at least in the days of the lievolution, not 
thinking that in this Enterprise there is opportunity for 
lofty endeavor such as no Paladin of Chivalry or chief 
of the Eevolution enjoyed. Others there are who freely 
bestow means and time upon distant, inaccessible hea- 
then of another hemisphere, in islands of the sea ; and 
yet they can do nothing to mit^ate our graver hea- 
thenism here at home. While confessii^ that it ought 
to disappear from the earth, they forego, renounce, and 
abandon all effort to this end. Others there are still 
(such' is human inconsistency !) who plant the tree in 
whose full-grown shade they can never expect to sit, 
— who hopemily drop the acorn in the earth, trustir^ 
that the oak which it sends upward to tlie skies will 
shelter their children beneath its shade ; but they do 
nothing to plant or nurture the great tree of Liberty, 
that it may shield with its arms unborn generations 
of men 

Others still theie ire partjcularly m lirge cities who 
content themsehes with occasional contribution to the 
redtmptiin ot i slave Tc this object they fi\e out of 
ample nches and thus seek to silence the monitions of 
conscience I wduII mt discountenance in> a tnity 
by which Humin Free lorn e^en in a sinje (.I'le may 
I e secured hut I desiie to say thit such an it,t — too 
ctten accompanied 1 j phaniai^al pietension in t, iitiast 
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with the petty performance — cannot be considered es- 
sential aid to the Antislavery Enterprise, Not in this 
way can impression be made on an evil so vast as 
Slavery, — so widely scattered, and so exhaustless in its 
unnatural supply. The god Thor, of Scandinavian my- 
thology, whose power surpassed that of Hercules, was 
once ehallei^ed to drain dry a simple cup. He applied 
it to his Ups, and with superhuman capacity drank, but 
the water did not recede even from the rim, and at last 
the god abandoned the trial The failure of even his 
extraordinary prowess was explained, when he learned 
that the cup communicated, by invisible connection, 
with the whole vast ocean behind, out of which it was 
perpetually supplied, and which remained absolutely 
unaffected by the effort. And just so will these occa- 
sions of charity, though encountered by the largest pri- 
vate means, be constantly renewed ; for they communi- 
cate with the whole Black Sea of Slavery behind, out of 
which they are perpetually supplied, and which remains 
absolutely unaffected by the effort Sir, private means 
may cope with individual necessities, but they are 
powerless to redress the evils of a wicked institution. 
Charity is limited and local ; the evils of Slavery are 
infinite and eveiywhere. Besides, a wrong ox^nized 
and upheld by law can be removed only through change 
of the law. Not, then, by occasional contribution to 
ransom a slave can your duty be done in this great 
cause, but only by earnest, constant, valiant effort 
against the institution, against tlie law, which makes 
slaves. 

I am not insensible to the difficulties of this work. 
Full well I knovr the power of Slaveiy. FuU well I 
iinow all its various intrenchments in the Church, the 
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politica, and the prejudices of the country. Full well I 
know the wakeful interests of property, amounting to 
many hundred inilhons of dollars, which are said to he 
at stake, But these things can furnish no motive or 
apology for indifference, or any folding of the hands. 
Surely the wrong is not less wroiig because gigantic ; 
the evil is not less evil because immeasurable ; nor can 
the duty of perpetual warfare with wrong and evil be in 
this instance suspended- Nay, because Slavery is pow- 
erful, because the Enterprise is difficult, therefore is the 
duty of all more extent. The well-tempered soul does 
not jield to difficulties, but presses onward forever with 
mcreatoetl resolution. 

But the question recurs, so often pressed in ail- 
ment 01 in taunt. What haw we at the North to do with 
^laieiy ? In answer, 1 might content myself by saying, 
that, as members of the human family, bound together 
by cords of common manhood, there is no human wi'or^ 
to which we can be insensible, nor is there any human 
sorrow which we should not seek to relieve ; but I prefer 
to say, on this occasion, that, as citizens of the United 
States, anxious for the good name, the repose, and the 
prosperity of the Eepublic, that it may be a blessing 
and not a curse to manldnd, there is nothing among 
all its diversified interests, under the National Constitu- 
tion, with which, at this moment, we have so much to 
do ; nor is there anything with regard to which our 
duties are so irresistibly clear. I do not dwell on the 
scandal of Slavery in the national capital, of Slavery 
in the national territories, of the coastwise slave-trade 
on the high seas beneath the national flag, — all of 
which are outside State limits, and within the exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of Congress, where you and I, Sir, and 
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every freeman of the Korth, are compelled to share the 
giant sin and help to hind its chain. To dislodge Slav- 
ery ftom these usurped footholds, and thus at once re- 
lieve ourselves from grievous responsibility, and hegin 
the great work of Emancipation, were an ohject worthy 
an exalted ambition. But before even this can be com- 
menced, there is a great work, more than any other 
important and m^ent, wliich must be consummated in 
the domain of national politics, and also here at home 
in the Free States. The National Government itself 
must be emancipated, so that it shall no loiiger wear 
the yoke of servitude; and Slavery in all its pretensions 
must be dislodged from a usurped foothold in the Free 
States themselves, thus relieving ourselves from serious 
responsibility at our own door, and emancipating the 
North. Emancipation, even witliin the national juris- 
diction, can be achieved only through emancipation of 
the Free States, aecompanied by complete emancipation 
of the National Government. Aj, Sir, emancipation at 
the South can be reached only througli emancipation of 
the North. And this is my answer to tlie interrogatory. 
What have we at the North to do with Slavery ? 

But the answer may he made yet more irresistible, 
while, with mingled sorrow and shame, I portray the 
tyrannical power which holds us in thraldom. Notwitlr- 
standing all its excess of numbers, wealth, and intelli- 
gence, the North ia now the vassal of an OLIGARCHY, 
whose single inspiration comes from Slavery. Accord- 
ing to official tables of our recent census, the slave- 
masters, aU told, are only THREE HUNDRED ANIJ 
FORTY-SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
AND TWENTY-FIVE j i and yet this small company 

1 Do Baw'B Stntlstioal View, pp. 94, 95 
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now dominates over the EepuHie, detennines its na- 
tional policy, disposes of its offices, and sways all to its 
absolute will. With a watclifnlness that never sleeps 
and an activity that never tires, the SLAVE OLI- 
GAKCHY asserts its perpetual and insatiate master- 
dom, — now seizing a broad territory once covered by 
a time-honored ordinance of iFreedom, — now thi-eaten- 
ir^ to wrest Cuba from Spain by violent war, or hardly 
less violent purchase, — now hankering for another slice 
of Mexico, mei-ely to find new scope for Slavery, — 
now proposing once more to open the hideous. Heaven- 
defying Slave-Trade, thus replenishing its shambles with 
human flesh, — and now, by the lips of an eminent 
Senator, asserting an audacious claim to the whole 
giBup of the West Indies, whether held by Holland, 
Spain, France, or England, as "our Southern islands,"^ 
while it assails the independence of Hayti, and extends 
its treacherous ambition even to the distant valley of 
the Amazon. 

For all this tyranny there must be tools, and these 
are found thi'ough a new test for office, where Slavery 
is the shibboleth. Nobody, throughout this Republic, 
who cannot repeat the hateful word, is taken,- — no- 
body, unless faithful to Slavery, is accepted for any 
post under the National Government. Yes, let it be 
proclaimed, that now at last, not honesty, not capacity, 
not fidelity to the Constitution is tlie test for office, 
but unhesitating support of Slavery. This is fideli- 
ty, this is loyalty, according to the new dispensation. 
And thus the strength of the whole people is trans- 
fused into this oligarchy. The Constitution, the flag 

> " Our Southern islands, for I call them ours." Speech of Mr. Butler, o( 
Soulli Carolina, March 20, 1S54; Congressional Globe, 33d Cong. 1st Sobs., 
Vol, XXVIII. p. 690. 
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itself, and everj^hing we call our own, is degraded to 
this wicked rale. 

And this giant strength ia used with giant hearfcless- 
ness. By cruel enactment, which has no source in the 
Constitution, which defies justice, tramples on human- 
ity, and rehels against God, the Tree States are made 
the hanting-ground for slaves, and you and I and all 
good citizens are pressed to join in the loathsome and 
abhorred work. Your hearts and judgments, swift to 
feel and to condemn, will not require me to expose 
here the abomination of the Fugitive Slave EiD, or its 
unconstitutionality. Elsewhere I have done this, and 
never been answered. Nor will you expect that an en- 
actment so entirely devoid of all just sanction should be 
called by the sacred name of law. History still repeats 
the language in which our fathers persevered, when they 
denounced the last emanation of British tyranny which 
heralded the Eevolntion, as the Boston Port BUI ; and I 
am content with this precedent I have said, that, if any 
man finds in the Gospel any support of Slaveiy, it is be- 
cause Slavery is already in himself ; so do I now say, if 
any man finds in the Constitution of our country any 
support of the Fugitive Slave Bill, it is because that bill 
is already in himself. One of our ancient masters — 
Aristotle, I think — tells us that every man has a beast 
in his bosom ; but the Northern citizen who has the 
Ft^tive Slave BiU. there has worse than a beast, — a 
devil ! And yet in this biU, more even than in the 
ostracism at which you rebel, does the Slave Oligarchy 
stand confessed, — heartless, grasping, tyrannical, — care- 
less of humanity, right, or the Constitution, — whose 
foundation is a coalition of wrong-doers, without even 
the semblance of decency, — wMle it degrades the Free 
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States to the condition of a slave plantation, under the 
lash of a Tulgar, despised, and revolting overseer. 

Surely, fellow-citizens, without hesitation or post- 
ponement, you will insist that this Oligarchy shall be 
overthrown ; and here is the foremost among the spe- 
cial duties of the North, now required for the honor of 
the Eepublic, for our own defence, and in obedience to 
God. 

In urging this comprehensive duty, I ought to have 
hours rather than minutes ; but in a few words you shall 
see its comprehensive importance. With the disappear- 
ance of the Slave Oligarchy, the wickedness of the Fugi- 
tive Slave Bill will drop from the statute-book, — Slavery 
will cease at the national capital, — Freedom will become 
the universal law of the national territory, — the Slave- 
Trade wUl no loiter skulk along our coast beneath the 
national flag, — the Slave-marri^e of the nation will be 
dissolved, — the rule of our country will be Freedom in- 
stead of Slavery, — the North will no longer be trampled 
on by the South, — the North will at last be allowed its 
just proportion of office and honor. Let all this be done, 
and much more will follow. With the disappearance of 
the Slave Oligarchy, you will possess the master-key to 
xmlock the whole house of bondage. Oh, Sir ! prostrate 
the Slave Oligarchy, and the gates of Emancipation will 
be open at the South. 

Without waiting for this consummation, there is an- 
other special duty here at home, on our own soil, which 
must be made free in reality, as in name. And here I 
shall speak frankly, though not without a proper sense 
of the responsibility of my words. I know that I cannot 
address you entirely as a private citizen ; but I shall say 
nothing here which I have not said elsewhere, and which 
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I shall not be proud to -vindicate everywliere. " A lie," 
it lias been declared, " should be trampled out and ex- 
tinguished forever"; and surely you will do nothing less 
■with a tyrannical and wicked enactment. The Fugitive 
Slave Bill, while it continues unrepealed, must be made 
a dead letter, — not by violence, not by any unconstitu- 
tional activity or intervention, not even by hasty con- 
flict between jurisdictions, — but by aji aroused Public 
Opinion, which, in its irresistible might, shall blast with 
contempt, ind^nation, and abhorrence all who consent 
to be its ^ents. Thus did our lathers bl^t all who 
became agents of the Stamp Act; and surely their 
motive was small, compared with ours. The Slave- 
Hunter who dr^s his victim from Africa is loathed as a 
monster ; but I defy any acuteness of reason to indicate 
the moral difference between his act and that of the 
Slave-Hunter who drags his victim from our Northern 
free soil. A few puny persons, calhng themselves Con- 
gress, with titles of Representatives and Senators, can- 
not turn wrong into right, cannot change a man into 
a thing, cannot reverse the irreversible law of God, can- 
not make him wicked who hunts a slave on the burn- 
ing sands of Congo or Guinea, and make him virtuous 
who hunts a slave over the pavements of Boston or 
New York, Nor can any acuteness of reason distin- 
guish between the original biU of sale from the kidnap- 
per, by which the unhappy African was transferred in 
Congo or Guinea., and the certificate of the Commis- 
sioner, by which, when once again in Freedom, he is 
reduced anew to bondage. The acts are kindred, and 
should share a Idndred condemnation. 

One man's virtue becomes a standard of excellence for 
all ; and there is now in Boston a simple citizen whose 
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example may \>e a lesson to Commissioners, Marshals, 
Magistrates, while it fills aU with the beauty of a gen- 
erous act. I refer to Mr. Hayes, who resigned his place 
in the city police rather than take part in the pack of 
the Slave-Hunter. He is now the door-keeper of the 
public ediiice honored this winter by the triumphant 
lectures on Slavery. Better be a door-keeper in the 
house of the Lord than a dweller in the tents of the 
ungodly. Has he not chosen well ? Little think those 
now doing the work of Slavery that the time is near 
when aU this will be dishonor and sadness. 'For myself, 
long ago my mind was made up. Nothing wiU I have 
to do with it. How can I help to make a slave ? The 
idea alone is painful. To do this thing would plant in 
my soul a remorse which no time could remove or miti- 
gate. His chains would clank in my ears. His cries 
would strike upon my heart. His voice would be my 
terrible accuser. Mr. President, may no such voice fall 
on your soul or mine ! 

Yes, Sir, here our duty is plain and paramount. Wliile 
the Slave Ol^archy, through its unrepealed Slave Bill, 
undertakes to enslave our free soil, we can only turn for 
protection to a Public Opinion worthy of a humane, 
just, and religious people, which shall keep perpetual 
guard over the liberties of all within our borders. On 
this from the beginning I have relied. On this I now 
rely. Wherever it is already strong, I would keep it so ; 
wherever it is weak, I would strengthen it, until of itself 
it is an all-sufficient protection, with watch and ward 
surrounding the fugitive, surrounding all. And this 
Public Opinion, with Freedom as its countersign, must 
proclaim not only the overthrow of the Slave Bill, but 
also the overthrow of the Slave diarchy behind, — 
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the two pressing duties of the North, essential to our 
own emancipation ; and believe me. Sir, while they re- 
main undone, nothing is done. 

Mr. President, far already have I trespassed upon 
your generous patience; but there are other thii^s 
pressing for utterance. Something would I say of the 
arguments by which our Enterprise is commended; 
something also of the appeal it makes to people of ev- 
ery condition ; and something, too, of union, as a vital 
necessity, among all who lore Freedom. 

I know not if our work will be soon accomplished. 
I know not, Sir, if you or I shall live to see in our Ee- 
public the vows of the Fathers at length fulfilled, as the 
last fetter falls fi?om the last slava But one thing I do 
know, beyond all doubt or question : that this Enterprise 
must go on; that, in ita irresistible current, it will 
sweep schools, colleges, churches, the intelligence, the 
conscience, and the religious aspiration of the land, while 
all who stand in its way or speak evil of it are laying 
up sorrow and shame for their children, if not for them- 
selves. Better strive in this cause, even unsuccessfully, 
than never strive at all. The penalty of indifference is 
akin to the penalty of opposition, — as is well pictured 
by the great Italian poet, when, among the saddest on 
the banlis of Acheron, rending the air with outcries of 
torment, shrieks of anger, and smiting of hands, he finds 
the troop of dreary souls who liad been ciphers in the 
great conflicts of life : — 

" Mingled with whom, of their dis^soe tlie proof. 
Are the rilo angels, who did not rebel. 
Nor kept their faith to God, but stood aloof." l 

1 Inferno, tr. Brookabank, CimtoIII. 37-39. 
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There is no -weapon in the celestial annory of Trath, 
no sweet influence from the skies, no generous word 
from human lips, which may not be employed. Oura, 
too, is the argument ahke of the Conservative and the 
Eeformer ; for our cause stands on the truest conserva- 
tism and thft truest reform. It seeks the conservation 
of Freedom itself, and of kmdred historic principles ; it 
seeks also the reform of Slavery, and of the kindred tyr- 
anny hy which it is upheld. Eeligion, morals, justice, 
economy, the Constitution, each and all, may be invoked ; 
and one person is touched by one argument, while an- 
other person is touched hy another. You do not forget 
how Christopher Columbus won Isabella of Spain to 
his enterprise of discovery. He began with the tempta- 
ion of extending her dominions ; but she hearkened not. 
Next he promised the dazzling wealth of the Indies ; and 
still she hearkened not. When, at last, to her pious 
imagination were pictured poor heathen with souls to be 
.saved, then the youthful Queen poured her royal jewels 
into the lap of the Genoese adventurer, and at her ex- 
pense went forth that small fleet which gave to Spain 
and to mankind a New World. 

As in this Enterprise there ia a place for every argu- 
ment, so also is there a place for every man. Even as 
on the broad shield of Achilles, sculptured by divine art, 
was wrought every form of human activity, so in this 
cause, which ia the very shield of Freedom, whatever 
man can do by deed or speech will find its place. One 
may act in one way, and another in another way ; but aU 
must act. Providence is felt through individuals ; the 
dropping of water wears away the rock ; and no man can 
be too humble or poor for this work, while to all the 
happy in genius, fortune, or fame it malies a special ap- 
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peal. Here is room for the strength of Luther and the 
sweetness of Melancthon, for the wisdom of age and the 
ardor of youth, for the judgment of the statesman and 
the eloquence of the orator, for the grace of the scholar 
and the aspiration of the poet, for the learning of tlie 
professor and the skill of the lawyer, for the exhortation 
of the preacher and the persuasion of the press, for the 
various energy of man and the abounding sympathy of 
woman. 

And still one thing more is needed, without which 
Liberty-lovii^ men, and their ai^uments, vail fail in 
power, — even as without charity all graces of knowl- 
edge, speech, and faith are said to profit nothing. I mean 
that Unity of Spirit — in itself a fountain of strengtli — 
which, filling the people of the North, shall make them 
tread under foot past antipathies, decayed dissensions, 
and those irritating names which now exist only as tat- 
tered ensigns of ancient strife. It is right to be taught by 
the enemy ; and with their example before us, and their 
power brandished in our very faces, we cannot hesitate. 
With them Slavery is the mainspring of political life, 
and the absorbing centre of political activity ; with them 
aJl differences are swallowed up by this one idea, as all 
other rods were swallowed up by the rod of Aaron ; with 
them all unite to keep the National Government under 
the control of slave-masters : and surely we should not 
do less for Freedom than they do for Slavery. We, too, 
must he wiited. Among us at last mutual criticism, crim- 
ination, and feud must give place to mutual sympathy, 
trust, and alliance. Face to face against the Slave Oli- 
garchy must be raUied the UNITED MASSES of the 
North, in compact pohtical association, — planted on the 
everlastii^ base of justice, — knit together by instincts 
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of a common danger and holy sympathies of humanity, 
— enMndled by love of Ereedom, not only for them- 
selves, but for others, -— determined to enfranchise the 
National Government from degrading thraldom, — and 
constituting the BACKBONE PAETY, powerful in 
mimhers, wealth, and inteUigence, hut more powerful 
still in an inspiring cause. Let this be done, and vic- 
tory will he ours. 
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Lbptbr to PAaaMOBE Williamsos, in Moyamensing Phison, 
August 11, 1855, 



Me. Sumner occupied severiil weeks of tliis summer in a tour 
to the West, ascending tlie Mississippi to St. Paul, and tlien, from 
Detroit, visitiiig Lake Superior. While on board a steamer in Lake 
Superior, lie learned by the newapapers that Paasmore Williamson, aa 
excellent citizen of Philadelphia, had been flung into prison for the 
offence of reminding a person claimed as slave, that, being brought to 
Philadclpliia volnntarily by her pretended master, she was free, aocord- 
iug to well-known principles of jurisprudence. The indignation of 
Mr. Sumner found expression in the following letter, wliich he ad- 
dressed t« the new lictim of Slavery. 

This remarkable case will be found in a volume published at PMla- 
delphia, in 1856, with the following title : "Case of Passmore William- 
son. Euport of the Proceedings on the Writ of Habeas Corpus issued 
by the Hon, John K. Kane, Judge of the District Court of the Uniffid 
States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, in the Case of the 
United States of America ex rd. John H. Wheeler vs. Passmore William- 
son, including the several Opinions delivered, and the Arguments of 
Counsel, reported by Arthur Cannon, Esq., Phonographer." From 
this it appears that John H. Wheeler, of Viiginia, in a petition to 
Hon. John K. Kane, Judge of the District Court of the United States 
for the Eastern District of Pennsylyania, dated Jnly 18, 1856, sets forth, 
that he is "the owner of three persons held to service or labor by the 
laws of the State of Virginia, said persons being respectively named 
Jane, aged about thirty-five years, Daniel, aged about twelve years, 
and Isaiah, aged about seven years, persona of color, and that they 
are detained from the possession of yonr petitioner by one Passmore 
Williamson, resident of the city of Philadelphia, and that they are not 
detained for any criminal or supposed criminal matter," and asks a writ 
of Habeas Gmyus commanding Mr. WiUiamson to bring before tlie 
Judge the bodies of the said Jame, Daniel, and Isaiah. The writ was 
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at onco albwsd, and tho next day followed, by another, to whidl Mr. 
WiUiamaon made return, that " the withia named Jane, Daniel, and 
Isaiah, or by whatsoeyer names they may he called, nor either o( 
them, are not now, nor waa at the time of the issuing of said writ or 
the original writ, or at any other time, in the custody, power, or pos- 
session of, nor confined nor reetraiaeii their liberty by him, the said 
Pussmore Williamson. Therefore he cannot have the bodies of the 
said Jane, Daniel, and Isaiah, or either of them, before your Honor, as 
by the said writ he is commanded." 

In the course of the proeeedinge, Mr. Williamson, who was Secreta^ 
to the Acting Committee of the Pennsylvania Aboliijon Sociaty, testi- 
fied aa follows. 

" I was informed that three slaves were at Bloodgood's Hotel, who wished 
to assert their right to freedom ; I went to the hotel, and saw a yellow boy 
on the steps fronting on Walnut Street; I made inquiry of him, and he 
stated that such was the case, bnt referred mo op stairs to one of the waiters 
for further information j the latter informed me that the slaves, with their 
master, had just gone on board the steamboat at the end of Walnut Street 
wharf, for the purpose of going to New York in the five o'cloclt line. I went 
on board the Ijoat, loolted through the cabin, an^ then went np on the 
promenade deck; I saw that man " ipmaittng to Mr. Whedei-) "sittiug side- 
ways on the bench on the farther side; Jane was sitting next to and three 
or four feet from himj the two children were sitting close to her. I ap- 
proached her and said, ' You are the person I am loolting for, I presume ' ; 
Wheeler turned towards me and asked what I wanted with bimj I replied, 
Nothing, that my business was entirely with this woman ; he said, 'She is my 
slave, and anything you have to say to her you can say to me.' liken sail 
ia her, ' You niay Aave deeit lot alom, but yoa are noiBfree ; ht brought ^ou here 
inla Penmylvama, and you are now mfree ai either of ut; you naimotbe eom- 
p^ed to go idlh Mm, taUeti jok cimiK ,- if you v»ik your Ifterlj, all yoa hava 
(0 do is (0 aiUk aahore mth your children.' Some five minutes wei'e consumed 
in conversation witli Wheeler, Jane, and a stranger, when the bell rang, 
and I told her, if »he wished to be &ee, she would have to act at once, as the 
boat was about starting. She toolt one of her children by the hand and 
attempted to rise tVom her seat; Wheeler placed his hands upon her shoul- 
ders and prevented her; I then, for the first time, took hold of her arm and 
assisted her to rise: the colored people who had collected around us seized 
hold of the tvro children, and the whole pany commenced a movement towards 
the head of the stairs leading to the lower deck, Mr. Wheeler having at the 
start clinched Jane, and during the progress repeatedly and earnestly en- 
treated her to say she wished to stay with him; at the head of the stairway 
I took Wheeler by the collar and held him to one side. The whole company 
passed down and left the boal^ proeeeding peacefully and quietly to Dock 
and Front Streets, where Jane and her childretl, with some of her Iriends, 
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entered a carri^ and ware driven down Front Street: I returned to my 
office. After ikt fdored people left Dock Street in the carriage, I tmena 
more o/" them, ftoue had no amlml of Oum, and do no! knoui where they are. 
My aho!e comeetioa icUh Iht afair mm thii." 

At the conclnaion of Mr. WiUiamsoa's crosa-examination, he daeUred 
to the Court " ilisX in the proceedings he had not designed fo do yio- 
lence fo any law, hut supposed that he hud acted throughout in acoord- 
ftuce with the law, and the legal rights of the respective partiflH." 

On his retui-n to tlie writ of Habcaa Corpus, Mr. Williamson was held 
to bail in the anm of S6,O00 for peijury, and subsequently committed, 
without hail, for contempt, — the alleged contempt being the declara- 
tion that the parties were never in his custody. In the course of the 
hearing, the Judge remarked that "the conduct of those who interfered 
with Mr. Wheeler's rights was a criminal, wanton, and emel out- 
rage." His final decree, July 27, 1855, was as follows; "Let Mr. 
Williamfion, the respondent, be committed to tlie custody of the mar- 
shal without bail or mainprise, as for a contempt of the Court in refus- 
ing to answer Xo the writ of Habeas Corpus, heretofore awarded against 
him at the relation of Mr. Wheeler." On the motion looking to a 
committal for peijttry the Judge "withheld an expression of opinion," 
observing, that, ' ' Mr, Williamson being under arrest, he may he charged 
at any time by the grand jury." 

The respondent attempted to regain his freedom by an application to 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylyania. Aftor solemn hearing, the appli- 
cation was refused, the Hon. J. S. Blach, afterwards a member of 
President Buchanan's cabinet, giving the opinion of the Court. The 
Stato Court was in obvious sympathy with the National Court, and both 
were sympathetic with Slavery. Meanwhile Mr. Williamson continued 
a prisoner, until, at last, November 3, 1855, his case was again presented 
to the Judge who committed him, when, in reply to formal intent^a- 
tories, ho declared : " 1 did not seek to obey the writ by producing the 
persons therein mentioned before the Court, because I had not, at the 
time of the service of the writ, the power over, the custody, or control 
of them, and therefore it was impossible for me to do so. . . . . I sought 
to obey the writ by answering it truly ; tie parties not being in my 
possession or control, it was impossible for me to obey the writ by pro- 
ducing them." The Judge announced the contempt purged and the 
party released from eustfldy. 

While the immediate object of this proceeding was to compel Mr. 
Williamson to produce the bodies of Jane, Daniel, and Isaiah, claimed 
as slaves in Philadelphia by a person who had voluntarily brought them 
there, it ia impossible to explain the action of the Judfp! except by his 
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desire to estatilisli the protection of the Fatioiial Government over 
slave-masters travelling with their slaves in Free States. The claim- 
ant, at the dischaige of Mr. Williamson, stated by his counsel that he 
"sought an adjudication, by the highest Judicial tribunal of the ooun- 
tiy, ot the questions, whether Mr. Wheeler was entitled to pass over the 
soil of Pennsylvania with his property? and whether or not a wrong 
had been committed in the forcible abduction thewol'?"* 

Mr. Williamson was in the Moyamensing Prison from July 27th to 
November 3, 1855. 

Lake Supeeioe, On Board the North Star, 
Saturday, August 11, 1855. 

MY DEAE SIE, — Witli astonishment and indig- 
nation I have learned the story of your im- 
prisonment ; and now, from thia distant retreat, where I 
am for the moment, make haste to send you my sym- 
pathy. 

From besinning to end, from side to side, and in 



every aspect, this transaction can be r^arded only as 
a clear, induhitahle, and utterly unmit^ated outrage. 
The new-fangled doctrine, that a slave-master can volun- 
tarily import his alleged slave — of course with aU the 
revolting incidents of Slavery — into the Free States, 
is not more odious than preposterous. It is scouted 
hy reason, and disowned by universal jurispnidenca 
You were right in disregarding it. In stepping for- 
ward to remind persons claimed as slaves on this pre- 
text that all such claim is baseless, you did a good 
work. It was this knowledge which iilled them with 
confidence to regain their God-given liberty. And for 
thia it appears that you have been brought before a 
man, " dressed in a little brief authority," who has cast 
you into prison. 

This outrage is rendered more outrageous by the way 

1 Case of Passmore WillUmson, pp. 8 - S, 9 - II, 16, 73, IBT -163. 
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in -which it wis done It was perpetrated throi^h per- 
versi Dii of the great writ of Habeas Corpus. This writ 
of freedom ind deh\ erance, which in England is often 
styled the PaUadmm of the Constitution, which is recog- 
nized as a distinctive feature of Constitutional Govern- 
ment, which iinds no place in despotism, and which is 
the very master-key appointed to unlock prison-doors 
and let the oppressed go free, has heen made in your 
case, hy a hocus-pocus without precedent, the instru- 
ment of imprisonment and oppression. 

Strange and disgraceful as all tliis is, it must he con- 
sidered the natural fruit of Slavery. Any person, who- 
soever he may he, whether simple citizen or magis- 
trate, who undertakes to uphold this wrong, seems 
forthwith to lose his reason. He may he just, humane, 
and decent in other things, but in the support of Slav- 
ery he heeomes unjust, inhuman, and indecent, — often in 
obvious unconsciousness of his degradation. The bhnd- 
ness which makes him insensible to wrong so transcen- 
dent naturally makes him insensible to the lesser wrong 
by which it is maintained. What is the writ of Hah&as 
Corpvs, the trial by jury, the privilege of debate, or your 
liberty or mine, in the estimation of a person who has 
already screwed himself to the pitch of injustice neces- 
sary for the vindication of an institution which sepa- 
rates parent and child, which stamps woman as a con- 
cubine, which shuts the gates of knowledge, and which 
snatches from the weak all the hard-earned fruits of 
incessant toil? 

But there must be an end to these things ; and as 
Shakespeare found a jewel in the toad's head, so do I 
find a cheering omen even in the injustice which has 
made you its victim. There is an old saying, handed 
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down from distant antiquity, that "whoso the gods wish 
to destroy they first malce mad " ; and I have often of 
late been impressed by its truth. The Slave Oligarchy 
is mad, and their overflowing madness runs throi^h 
every agent and tool In all that they do — especiaRy 
in the Fugitive Slave Bill and its cruel enforcement, 
the Nebraska Bill and its felonious administration, and 
now in the imprisonment of an unoffending citizen — 
I rej t believe that there is unmistaliable evidence 
f th t m dneas which precedes a fall. Verily the 
I y t hand when returning justice will once more 
b y then, among tlie triumphs of Freedom, will 

b k ng with unjust judges. 

Meanwhile accept my congratulations on the portion 
of responsibility and dignity which ia yours. It ia a 
privilege to suffer for truth ; and I envy not the mean- 
ness of that soul which would hesitate to prefer your 
place within the stone walls of a prison to the cush- 
ioned bench of the magistrate by whose irrational and 
tyrannical edict you have been condemned. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, with much regard. 
Very faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumner, 

Esq., Moyamensing Prison, Philadelptiia. 
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THE PEN BETTER THAN THE SWORD. 

Lbtteb to Commtptee of Publiseeks in New York, 
Sbptembek 26, 1855. 



BosTOU, 26tli Septemlier, lSo5. 

MY DEAR SIR, — Constrained "by other things, I 
renounce with much reluctance the opportunity 
which you offer me of pai-taking in the splendid hospi- 
tality prepared hy the Publishers for the Authors of our 
country. 

The occasion will he of special interest. It would he 
pleasant to ait at feast with so many, who, as Authors, 
adorn our national name. And it would be pleasant 
also to be the guest of those active, enlightened, and 
generous Publisliers who do so much for Authors. But 
I must forego this luxury. Only iu "bare imagina- 
tion " can I enjoy it. 

At your table there will be an aggregation of vari- 
ous genius and talent constituting a true Witenag&nwte, 
which may justly gratify an honest pride of country. 
Grateful as this may be as a token of power, it will be 
more grateful still as a token of that concord growing 
among men in all the relations of hfe. The traditional 
feud between Authors and Publishers promises to lose 
itself in your Pestival, even as the traditional feud be- 
tween England and France is absorbed in the welcome 
of Victoria by Louis Napoleon. Tiiis is beautiful. And 
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the whole scene, where differing Authors commingle un- 
der auspices of differing PuhKshers, will be an augury 
of that permanent cooperation and harmony which will 
secure to the pen its mightiest triumphs. 

It is in honor of the pen that the company wiH be 
gathered together. If any word of mine be expected, 
please let me offer the following sentiment. 

TIte Pen of the Author, — Exposing error, defending truth, 
instructing the ignorant, cheering the uniappy, while charm- 
Lng and animating all, it can do better than the Sword, and 
will yet receive from the world a higher praise. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumner. 

Q. P. Putnam, Esq, 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE EEPCBLICAN PARTY IS NEW YOEK. 

Letter to a H^ew York Committee, October 7, 1855. 



Boston, October 7, 1865. 

GENTLEMEN,— Your SEinmons addressed to me 
at Newport was forwarded to nie at this place. 
I- wish I could bo at your proposed meetiiig, but I 
cannot. Accept my best wishes for the Eepublican 
party of New York, which you represent. Among the 
multitudes already rallying spontaneously in this body- 
guard of Ereedom my presence cannot be needed. 

Tho infant Hercules strangled the serpents in his 
cradle, and the new party, just bom, gives token of a 
like precocious strength. 

Believe me. Gentlemen, very respectfully yours, 
Chaeles Sumnee. 



. D. MoRGAs, LuMAN Sherwood, Charles W. Eluott, Esqrs., 
Committee, &e. 
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THE EEP0BUCA5 PARTY OFFSPRING OF THK 
AROUSED CONSCIENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Letter to a Boston CoMMirrEE, October 8, 1855. 



Hancock Street, 8th Oototer, 1855. 

MY DEAE SIR, — YouT invitation for to-niglit, after 
a journey to Newport and back, reached me only 
yesterday. It finds me already engaged, so that I can- 
not join my fellow-citizens in the proposed ratification 
at Faneuil Hall of the nominations lately made by the 
Eepnbllcan Party of Massachusetts. 

In my heart I have already ratified those nomina- 
tions. On some other occasion I hope for an opportu- 
nity at Taneuil Hall to do the same by pubHc speech. 

Meanwhile accept my Godspeed for the good cause 
which we seek to promote, and for the Eepublieaji 
Party which is its organ. The cause is blessed alike 
in it«elf and in its influence on all who espouse it. No 
man can exert himself for Freedom without feeling bet- 
ter than before. The party is so entirely in harmony 
with prevailing opinion, it is such a natural and inevi- 
table expression of the existing state of things, it is so 
clearly the offspring of the aroused conscience of the 
country, that it begins with auguries of success. Al- 
ready it draws into its ranks good men from all sides, 
■who, forgetting the things that are beliind, press on to 
the things that are before. 

Believe me, dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumker. 
William Bbigkah, Esq. 
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POLITICAL PARTIES AND OUR FOEEIGN-BORN 

POPULATION. 

Speech at a Eepublican Eally in Faneuil Hall, 
November 2, 1855. 



Immediately tefore the election there was a Ttepublieon Bally at 
Faneuil Hall, with the following officers ; Eiehiitl H. Dana, Jr., Esq., 
Fresident; Dr. Edward KejTiolds, Ezra Lincoln, William Pope, Jo- 
siah W. Butler, Aawtt Bancroft, Samuel Johnson, James P. Whitney, 
Prince Hawes, Daniel Kimball, Charles M. Ellis, N.Davtes Cotton, Fred- 
erick A. Sumner, John Q, Webster, George S. Winslow, Heniy W. 
Tarley, of East Boston, William P. Houston, of South Boston, Henry 
81a<Ie, of Chelsea, Francis B. Fay, of Chelsea, and James L. Jones, of 
Chelsea, V-ux-Frmd&iUs ; John D. W. Joy, E. Baker Welch, Franltlin 
W. Smith, Samuel W. Lane, Secretaries, 

On taking the chair, Mr. Dana made an able speech especially in 
reply to one recently made by Mr. Choate, in the course of which he 
said that the Republicans repudiated the charge of ignoring the Consti- 
tution or menacing the Union. 

Mr. Sumner was then introduced, and spoke for two hours and a 
quarter, with the marked attention of a very large audience. This 
speech was reported at length in the papers, and was afterwards print- 
ed in a pamphlet. It particulai'ly discnssed the Slave Oligarchy and 
its nsurpaflons, — the outrages in Kansas, — the different political par- 
ties, — the rights of our foreign-bom population, — and the Republi- 
can party. Seveial of these topics, being treated in other speeches, are 
omitf«d here. The part relating to our foreign-bom population attract- 
ed attention at the time, and has been often quoted since. Among the 
audience were many persons of the Know-Nothing party, pledged 
against the foreign-bom, who were there to create diffietllty ; but Mr. 
Sumner was allowed to proceed nnintarruptfld.' The papers speak of 
"rapturous applause." In this Tindication of our foreign-bom popu- 
latioii, he acted only according to his convictions and all his votes in 
the Senate. Although the Know-Hothing party prevailed in Massa- 
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ohuaetta, Mr. Sumner refused all association with it ; and yet, sacll 
was the recklessness of misiflpresentatioii, that the Richmond Sujmrcr 
announced Mm as " the head of the Northern. Know-Nothing party." 
The following speech is sufficient answer ia this assertion. 

In the course of this speech Mr. Sumner giyes his personal testimony 
as to SlaTcry, founded on wliat he Ravi in a short journey he had madp 
through Kentucky as far as Nashville in Tennessee. 

Fellow-Citizens of Boston : — 

ARE you for Freedom, or are you for Slavery 1 Tliia 
is the question -wliich you are to answer at the 
comii^ election. Ahove all other q^uestions, national or 
local, it lifts itself directly in the path of every voter. 
There it is. It cannot be avoided. It cannot he ban- 
ished away. It cannot he silenced. Porever sounding 
in our ears, it has a mood for every hour, — stirring ua 
at times as with the blast of a trumpet, then visiting us 
in solemn tones, like the bell which calls to prayer, and 
then again awaking ns to unmistakable duty, like the 
same beU, when at midnight it summons aU to stay the 
raging conflagration. 

And yet there are persons among us who seek to put 
this great question aside. Some clamor for financial re?- 
form, and hold up a tax-bill ; others clamor for a modi.- 
fication of the elective franchise, and tbey hold up the 
Pope ; some speak in the name of old parties, calling 
themselves Democrats or Wliigs ; others in the name of 
a new party, which shall bo nameless at present. Surely 
the people of Massachusetts wUl not be diverted from 
the true issue, involving Freedom for broad territories 
and Freedom for themselves, by holding up a tax-bill 
or by holding up the Pope. The people of 5 
setts are inteUigeiit and humane. 
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But a'bove all these is heard the great c[ue3tion, which 
■will not be postponed, Are you for Freedom, or are yon 
for Slavery? " Under which king, Bezonian ? Speaker 
die ! " Are you for Freedom, with its priceless blessings, 
or are you for Slavery, -with its countless wrongs and 
woes ? Are you for God, or are you for the DevU 1 

FeUow-Citizens, I speak plainly ; nor can words exhib- 
iting the enormity of Slavery he too plain, whether it be 
regarded simply in the legislative and judicial decisions 
by which it is upheld, or in the unquestionable facts hy 
■which its character is revealed. It has been my fortune 
latterly to see Slavery face to face in its own home, in 
the Slave States ; and I take this early opportunity to 
offer my testimony to the open barbarism which it sanc- 
tions. I have seen a human beii^ knocked off at auction 
on the steps of a court-house, and, as the sale went on, 
compelled to open his mouth and show his teeth, like a 
horse ; I have heen detained in a stage-coach, that our 
driver might, in the phrase of the country, " help lick a 
n^ger " ; and I have been constrained, at pwhKc table, to 
witness the revolting spectacle of a poor slave, yet a chUd, 
almost felled to the floor by a blow on the head from a 
clenched fist. Such incidents were not calculated to 
shake my original convictions. The distant slaveholder, 
who, in generous solicitude for that truth which makes 
for Freedom, feared, that, like a certain Doctor of Di- 
■vinity, I might, under influence of personal kindness, be 
hastUy swayed from these convictions, may be assured 
that I saw nothing to change them one tittle, but much to 
confirm them, — while I was entii-ely satisfled that here in 
Massachusetts, where aU read, the true character of Slav- 
ery is better known than in the Slave States themselves, 
where ignorance and prejudice close the avenues of 
knowledge. 
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Atid now, grateful for the attention with which you 
honor me, I venture to hope that yon are assembled hon- 
estly to hear the truth, — not to gratify prejudice, to ap- 
pease personal antipathies, or to indulge a morbid appe- 
tite for excitement, but with candor and your best dis- 
crimination to weigh fa«ts and arguments in order to 
determine the course of duty. I address myaelf par- 
ticularly to the friends of SVeedom, Eepubhcans, on 
whose invitation I appear to-night ; but I make bold to 
ask you of other parties, who now listen, to divest your- 
selves, for the time, of partisan constraint, - — to forget, 
for the moment, that you are Whigs or Democrats, or 
however called, and to remember only that you are mew, 
with hearts to feel, with heads to understand, and with 
consciences toguide. Then only will you be in condition 
to receive the truth. " K men are not aware of the prob- 
able influence of party over them, they are so much the 
more likely to be blindly governed by it." Such is the 
wise remark of Wilberforce.^ And I fear that among ixs 
there are too many unconsciously governed by such bias. 
There are men, who, while professing candor, yet show 
that the bitterness of party has entered into their whole 
character and lives, as the bitterness of the soil in Sar- 
dinia is said to appear even in its honey. 



There .are honorable responsibilities belonging to 
Massachusetts, as an early and constant vindicatoi of 
Freedom, ■which she cannot renounce. " If the trumpet 
give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to 
the battle?" The distant emigrant, the whole coun- 

e by his Sons, Vol. H,, 
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try, awaits the voice of our beloved Commonwealth 
in answer to the CLuestion, Are you for Preedom, or 
are you for Slavery ? So transcendent, so exclusive, so 
all-absorbing at the present junctiire is this question, 
that it is vain to speak of the position of candidates on 
other things. To be doubtful on this is to be wrong, 
and to be wrong on this is to be wholly wrong. Pass- 
ing strange it is that here in Massachusetts, in this 
nineteenth century, we should be constrained to put this 
question; passing strange, that, when it is put, there 
should be any hesitation to answer it, by voice and vote, 
in such way as to speak the loudest for Freedom. 



But, without exposing the game of political sweep- 
stakes which the Slave Oligarchy has perpetually played, 
~ interesting as it would be, — I prefer to hold up for 
one moment the assumptions, agressions, and usurpa- 
tions by which, in defiance of the Constitution, it has 
made Slavery national, when it is in reality sectional. 
Here is a brief catalogue. 



Fellow-citizens, I have said enough to stir you ; but 
this humiliating tale is not yet finished. An oligarchy 
seeking to maintain an outrage like Slavery, and draw- 
ing its inspirations from this fountain of wicjtedness, is 
naturally base, false, and heedless of justice. It is vain 
to expect that men who have brought themselves to be- 
come propagandists of this enormity will be constrained 
by any compromise, compact, bargain, or plighted faith. 
As the less is contained in the greater, so there is no 
vileness of dishonesty, no denial of human rights, that 
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is not plainly involved in the support of an enormity 
whicli begins by changing man, created in the image 
of God, into a chattel, and consigns httle children to 
the auction-block. A power which Heaven never gave 
can be maintained only by means which Heaven can 
never sanction. And this conclusion of reason is con- 
firmed by late experience. 

And here I approach the special question under 
which the country now shakes from side to side. The 
protracted stm^le of 1820, known as the Missouri 
Question, ended with the admission of Missouri as a 
slaveholding State, and the prohibition of Slavery in 
ajl the remaining territory west of the Mississippi 
and north of 36° 30'. Here was a solemn act of legis- 
lation, called at the time a compromise, a covenant, a 
compact, first brought forward by the Slave Diarchy, 
vindicated by it in debate, finally sanctioned by its 
votes, — also upheld at the time by a slaveholding 
President, James Monroe, and his cabinet, of whom a 
majority were slaveholders, including Mr. Callioun him- 
self, — and made the condition of the admission of Mis- 
souri, without which that State could not have been 
received into the Union. Suddenly, durir^ the last 
year, without any notice in the public press or the 
prayer of a single petition, after an acquiescence of 
thirty-four years, and the irreclaimable possession by 
the Slave Ohgarchy of its special share in the pro^ 
visions of this Compromise, in violation of every ob- 
ligation of honor, compact, and good neighborhood, and 
in contemptuous disregard of the outgushmg senti- 
ments of an aroused Worth, this time-honored Pro- 
hibition, in itself a Landmark of Treedom, was over^ 
turned, and the vast region now known ; 
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and Nebraska waa opened to Slavery; and this was 
done under the disgraceful lead of Korthern politi- 
cians, and with the undisguised complicity of a North- 
em President, forgetful of Freedom, forgetful also of his 
reiterated pledges that during his administration the 
repose of the country should receive no shock. 

And all this was perpetrated under pretences of pop- 
ular rights. Freedom was betrayed by a kiss. In deli- 
ance of uninterrupted prescription down to our day, 
early sustained at the South as well as the North, 
leaning at once on Jefferson and Washii^ton, sanc- 
tioned by all the authoritative names of our history, and 
beginning with the great Ordinance by which Slavery 
was prolubited in the Northwest, — it was pretended 
that the people of the "United States, who are the pro- 
prietors of the national domain, and who, according to 
the Constitution, may "make all needful rules and reg- 
ulations " for its government, nevertheless were not its 
sovereigns, that they had no power to interdict Slavery 
there, but that this eminent dominion resided in the 
few settlers, called squatters, whom chance or a desire to 
better their fortunes first hurried into these places. To 
this precarious handful, sprinkled over immense spaces, 
it was left, without any constraint from Congress, to de- 
cide whether into these vast unsettled lands, as into the 
veins of an infant, should be poured the festering poison 
of Slavery, destined, as time advances, to show itself in 
cancers and leprous disease, or whether they should be 
iilled with all the glowing life of Freedom. And this 
great power, transferred from Congress to these few set- 
tlers, was hailed by the new-fangled name of S^tatter 
Sovereignty. 

It was fit that the original outrage perpetrated \mder 
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such pretences should he followed hj other outrages 
perpetrated in defiance of these pretences. In the race 
of emigration the Freedom-loving citizens of the North 
promised to obtain the ascendency, and, in the exercise 
of the conceded sovereignty of the settlers, to prohibit 
Slavery. The Slave Oligarchy was aroused to other 
efforts. Of course it stuck at nothing. On the day of 
election, when this vaunted popular sovereignty was first 
invoked, hirelings from Missouri, having no liome in the 
Territory, entered it in hands of fifties and hundreds, and, 
aasuming an electoral franchise to which they had no 
daim, trampled under foot the Constitution and laws. 
Violently, ruthlessly, the poUs were possessed hy these 
invaders. The same Northern President, who did not 
shrink from unhlushing complicity in the original out- 
rage, now assumed another complicity.- Though prompt 
to lavish the Treasury, the Army, and the Navy of the 
KepuhUc in hunting a single slave through the streets 
of Boston, he could see the Constitution and laws which 
he was sworn to protect, and those popular rights which 
he had affected to promote, all struck down in Kansas, 
^and then give new scope to these invaders hy the 
removal of the faithful Glovemor, who had become ob- 
! to the Slave Oligarchy because he would not 
i its tool, and the substitution of another, who 
vindicated the dishonest choice by making haste, on 
his first arrival there, to embrace the partisans of 
Slavery. The Legislature, which was constituted by 
the overthrow of the electoral franchise, proceeded to 
overthrow every safeguard of Freedom At one swoop 
it adopted all the legislation of Missouri, including its 
Slave Code; hy another act it imposed unprecedented 
conditions upon the exercise of the electoral franchise ; 
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and by still another act it denounced the punishTneni 
of death no less than five times against as many dif- 
ferent fonns of interference with the alleged property 
in human flesh, while all who but write or speak against 
Slavery are adjudged to be felons, Yes, fellow-citizens, 
should any person there presume to print or circulate 
the speech in which I now express my abhorrence of 
Slavery, and deny its constitutional existence anywhere 
within the national jurisdiction, he would become liable 
under this act as a felon. And this overtlirow of all 
popular rights is done in the name of Popular Sov- 
ereignty. Surely its authors follow well the example 
of the earliest Sc[uatter Sovereign, — none other than 
Satan, — who, stealing into Eden, was there discovered 
by the celestial messengers just beginning his work : as 
Milton tells us, — 

" Him there they fonnd 
SiimnikB a toad, close at the ear of Eve." 

Would you know the secret of this unprecedented 
endeavor, beginning with the repeal of the Prohibition 
of Slavery, down to the latest atrocity ? The answer is 
at hand. It is not merely to provide new markets for 
slaves, or even to guard Slavery in Missouri, but to 
build another Slave State, and thus, by the presence of 
two additional Slaveholding Senators, to give increased 
preponderance to the Slave Oligarchy in the Kational 
Government. As men are murdered for the sake of 
their money, so is this Territory blasted in peace and 
prosperity in order to wrest its poHtical influence to 
the side of Slavery. 

But a single usurpation is not enough to employ the 
rapacious cnei^es of our Oligarchy. At this moment. 
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while tlie country is pained hj the heartless conspiracy 
against Pteedoni in Kansas, we are startled by another 
effort, -which contemplates not merely the political sub- 
jugation of the National Grovemmenfc, hut the actual in- 
troduction of Slavery into the Pree States. The vaunt 
is made that slaves will yet be counted in the shadow 
of the monument on Bunker HiU, and more than one 
step has been taken towards this effrontery. A person 
of Virginia has asserted his right to hold slaves in New 
York on the way to Texas ; and this claim is still pend- 
ing before the highest judicial tribunal of the land. A 
similar claim has been asserted in Pennsylvania, and 
thus far been sustained by the court. A blameless cit- 
izen, who, in obedience to generous impulses, and in 
harmony with received law, merely gave notice to a 
person held as a slave in a Free State that she was in 
reaUty free, has been thrust into jail, and now, after 
the lapse of months, still languishes there, the victim of 
this pretension; while — that no excess might be want- 
ii^ in the madness of this tyranny- — the great writ of 
Habeas Corpus, proudly known as the writ of deliver- 
ance, has been made the instrument of his imprison- 
ment.^ Outrage treads upon outrage, and great rights 
pass away to perish. Alas ! the needful tool for such 
work is too easily found in places low and high, — in the 
lanes and cellars of Boston, on the bench of the judge, 
in the chair of the President But it is the power be- 
hind which I impeach. The Slave Oligarchy does it ; the 
Slave Oligarchy does it all. 

To the prostration of this Oligarchy we are bound 

by a threefold cord of duty: first, as we would secure 

> Ciiae of Passmore Williamson. See, ante, p. ES. 
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Freedom for ourselves ; secondly, as we would uphold 
Freedom in distant Kansas ; and, thirdly, as we would 
preserve the Union in its early strength and integrity. 
The people of Kansas are, many of them, from Massa- 
chusetts, — bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh; but as 
fellow-citizens under the Constitution they are bound 
to us hy ties which we cannot disown ; nay, more, — 
by the subtile cord which connects this embryo settle- 
ment with the Eepublic, they are made part of us. The 
outrage which touches them touches us. What galls 
them galls us. The fetter which binds the slave in 
Kansas binds every citizen in Massachusetts. Thus are 
we prompted to their rescue, not only to save them, but 
also to save ourselves. The tyranny ■which now treads 
them down has already trampled on us, and only awaits 
an opportunity to do it again. In its complete over- 
throw is the only way of safety. Indeed, this must be 
done before anything else can be done. 



In the choice of men we are driven to the oi^aniza- 
tion of parties ; and here occurs the practical question 
on which hinges immediate duty, — By what political 
party can our desire be accomplished ? There are in- 
dividuals in all parties, even the Democratic, who bate 
Slavery, and say so ; but a pohtical party cannot be 
judged by the private opinions of some of its mem- 
bers. Something else, more solid and tangible, must 
appear. The party that we select to bear the burden 
and honor of our great controversy should be adapted 
to the work. It must be a perfect machine. Wedded 
to Freedom for better or for worse, and clinging to it 
with a grasp never to be unloosed, it must be clear, 
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open, and unequivocal in its declarations, and should 
admit no other question to divert its energies. It must 
be all for Ereedom, and, like Cesar's wife, above sus- 
picion. But besides this character which it should 
sustain in Massachusetts, it must he prepared to take 
its place in close phalanx with the united masses of 
the North, now organizing through all the Free States, 
junctrnqm imhone phalanges, for the protection of Free- 
dom Mid the overthrow of the Slave Oligarchy. 

Bearing these conditions in mind, there are three par- 
ties which we may dismiss, one hy one, as they pass in 
review. Men do not gather grapes from thorns, nor figs 
from thistles ; nor do they expect patriotism from Bene- 
dict Arnold. A parly which sustains the tyrannies and 
perfidies of the Slave Oligarchy, and is represented hy 
the President, through whom has come so much of all 
our woe, need not occupy our time ; and such is the 
Democratic party. If there he within the sound of my 
voice a single person, professing sympathy with Free- 
dom, who still votes with this party, to him I would 
say : The name of Democrat is a tower of strength ; let 
it not be the bulwark of Slavery ; for the sake of a 
name do not sacrifice the thing ; for the sake of party 
do not surrender Freedom. 

According to familiar rule, handed down from distant 
antiquity, we are to say nothing but good of the dead. 
How, then, shall I speak of the late powerful "Wh^ 
party, by whose giant contests the whole country was 
once upheaved, hut which has now ceased to exist, ex- 
cept as the shadow of a name ? Here in Massachu- 
setts, a few who do not yet know that it is dead 
have met together and proffered the old allegianca 
They are the Eip Van Winkles of our politics. This 
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respectalile character, falling asleep in the mountains, 
dTOwaed undisturbed throughout the wai of the Eevo- 
lution, and then, returning to hia native village, ignorant 
of all that had passed, made haste to declare himself 
" a loyal subject of the King, God bless him ! " But our 
Whigs are less tolerant and urbane than this awakened 
sleeper. In petulant and irrational assumption they are 
like the unfortunate judge, who, being aroused from 
slumber on the bench by a sudden crash of thunder, 
exclaimed, " Mr. Crier, stop the noise in Court ! " The 
thunder would not be hushed; nor will the voice of 
J'reedom, now reverberating throughout the land. Some 
there are among these who openly espouse the part of 
Slavery, while others, by indifference, place themselves 
in the same unhappy company. If their position at this 
moment were of sufficient importance to justify grave 
remark, they should he exhibited as kindred in spuit 
and isolation to the Tories of our Kevolution, or at 
least as the Bourbons of Massachusetts, — always claim- 
ing everything, learning nothing, forgetting nothing, and 
at last condemned by an aroused people for disloyalty 
to Ereedom. Let no person who truly loves Freedom 
join this company, tempted by its name and old asso- 
ciations. 

There is still another party claiming your votes, but 
permit me to say, at this crisis, with little reason. I 
am at a loss to determine the name by which it may 
he called. It is sometimes styled the Know Kothmg 
party, sometimes the American party ; but it cannot be 
entitled to these designations, — if they be of any value, 
— for it does not claim to belong to the oiganization 
which iirst assumed and still retains them. It is an 
isolated combination, peculiar to Massachusetts, which. 
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while professing certain political sentiments, is bound 
togetlier by tlie support of one of the candidates for 
Governor.^ At tliis moment this is its controlling idea. 
It is therefore a p&rsonal paiiiy ; and I trust that I shall 
not he considered as dcpai'ting from that courtesy which 
is with me a law, if I say, that, in the absence of any ap- 
propriate name, expressive of principles, it may properly 
take its designation from the candidate it supports. 

Of course such a party wants the first essential con- 
dition of the organization which we seet. It is a per- 
sonal party, whose controlling idea is predilection for a 
man, and not a principle. "Whatever may be the private 
sentiments of some of its members, clearly it is not a 
party wedded to Freedom for better and for worse, and 
clinging to it with a grasp never to be unloosed. "While 
professing opposition to Slavery, it also arraigns Cath- 
olics and foreigners, and allows the c[uestion of their 
privileges to disturb its energies. It is not all for Free- 
dom ; nor is it, like Cfesar'a wife, above suspicion. Be- 
sides, even as party of Freedom, it is powerless from its 
isolation ; for it stands by itself, and is in no way asso- 
ciated with that great phalanx now rallying through- 
out the North. In this condition should it continue 
to exist, it will, in the coming Presidential contest, from 
natural affinity, lapse back into the American party of 
the country, which is ranged on the side of Slavery. Of 
course, as a separate party, it is necessarily short-lived. 
Cut off from the main body, it may show a brief vital- 
ity, as the head of a tortoise still bites for some days 
after it is severed from the neck ; but it can have no 
permanent existence. Surely this is not the party of 
Freedom which we seek. 

Hon. Herny J. Gardner, 
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The incompetency of this party, as organ of our cause, 
is enhanced by the uncongenial secrecy in which it had 
its origin and yet shrouds itself. For myself let me 
say, that on the floor of the Senate I have striven hy 
vote and speech, in conjunction with my distinguished 
friend Mr. Chase, to limit the secret sessions of that 
body, under shelter of which so much of the public 
business is transacted ; and I have there presented, aa 
the fit model for American institutions, the example 
of that ancient Eoman ■who bade his architect so con- 
struct his house that all that he did m^ht be seen by 
the -world.^ What I urged there I now urge here. But 
the special aims which this party proposes are in har- 
mony with the darkness in which it begins. Even if 
justifiable on any ground of pubKc policy, they should 
not be associated with our cause : but I am unwill- 
ing to allude to them without expressing my frank 
dissent 

It is proposed to attaint men for religion, and also for 
birth. If this object can prevail, vain are the triumphs 
of Civil Freedom in its many hard-fought fields, vain 
is that religious toleration which we profess. The 
fires of Smithfield, the tortures of the Inquisition, the 
proscriptions of Non-Conformists may all be revived. 
Mainly to escape these outrages, dictated by a domi- 
nant rel^ous sect, was our country early settled: in 
one place by Pilgrims, who soi^ht independence; in 
another by Puritans, who disowned bishops ; in another ' 
by Episcopalians, who take their name from bishops ; 
in another by Quakers, who set at not^ht all forms; 

1 " Tu vero, si quid in te nrtia esl, ita compono donium moam, ut, qiiio- 
Huiil again, ab oiiiiiLTjus perspici possit." — A saying of the tribnne M. 
LIvins Drnsas, preserved by Velleins PaCercnlua, Hiatoria EomamB, Lib. IL 
0.' 14. 
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and in yet another hy Catholics, who look to the Pope 
as spiritual father. Slowly among the struggling sects 
was evolved that great idea of the equality of all men 
before the law without regard to religious belief ; nor 
can any party now organize a proscription merely for 
religious belief, without calling in question this well- 
established principle. 

But Catholics are mostly foreigners, and on this ac- 
count are condemned. Let us see if there be any rea- 
son in this; and here induce me with one word on 
foreigners. 

With the ancient Greeks a foreigner was a harharian, 
and with the ancient Komans he was an enemy. In 
early modern times the austerity of this judgment was 
relaxed ; but, under the influence of feudalism, different 
sovereignties, whether provinces op nations, were kept 
in a condition of isolation, from which they have grad- 
ually passed, untU now provinces are merged in na- 
tions, and nations are giving signs that they too will 
yet combine in one. In our country a new exafnple is 
already displayed. From all nations people commii^le 
here. As in ancient Corinth, by accidental fusion of 
all metala, accumulated in the sacred temples, a pe- 
culiar metal was produced, better than any individ- 
ual metal, even silver or gold, — ^so, perhaps, in the 
order of Providence, by fusion of all races here, there 
will be a better race than any individual race, even 
Saxon or Celt. Originally settled from England, the 
Republic has been strengthened and enriched by gen- 
erous contributions of popidation from Scotland, Ire- 
land, Switzerland, Sweden, France, and Germany ; and 
the cry is. Still they come ! At no time since the dis- 
covery of the New World has the army c " 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



78 POLITICAL PAETIES AND 

pressed so strongly upon tia. More tian one quarter 
of a million are annually landed on our shores. The 
manner in which they shall be received is a problem 
of national policy, 

AH win admit that any influence which they bring, 
hostile to our institutions, calculated to substitute 
priestcraft for rel^ion and b^otry for Christianity, 
must be deprecated and opposed. All will admit, too, 
that there must be some assurance of their purpose to 
become not merely consumers of the fruits of our soil, 
but useful, loyal, and permanent members of our com- 
munity, upholders of the general welfare. AVith this 
simple explanation, I cannot place any check upon the 
welcome to foreignei's. Tliere are our broad lands, 
stretching towards the setting sun ; let them come and 
take them. Ourselves cliildren of the Pilgrims of a 
former generation, let us not turn from the Pilgrims of 
the present. Let the home founded by our emigrant 
fathers continue open in its many mansions to the emi- 
grants of to-day. 

The history of our country, in its humblest as well as 
most exalted spheres, testifies to tlie merit of foreigners. 
Their strong arms have helped furrow our broad territory 
with canals, and stretch in every direction the iron rail. 
Tliey fin our workshops, navigate our ships, and even till 
our fields. Go where you wUl among the hardy sons of 
toil on land or sea, and there you find industrious and 
faithful foreigners bending their muscles to the work. 
At the bar and in the high places of commerce you iind 
them. Enter the retreats of learning, and there too you 
find them, sheddii^ upon our country the glory of sci- 
ence.^ Kor can any reilection be cast upon foreigners, 
1 Of UlIs Professor Agaasia la a brmiant mstonoe. 
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coming for hospitality now, -which will not glance at 
once upon the distinguished hving and the illusbrious 
dead, — upon the Irish Montgomery, who perished for 
us at the gates of Quebec, — upon Pulaski the Pole, 
who perished for us at Savannah, ^ upon De Kalb and 
Steuben, the generous Germans, who aided our weak- 
ness by their mihtary experience, — upon Paul Jones, 
the Scotclaraan, who lent his unsurpassed courage to the 
infant thunders of our navy, — also upon those great 
European liberators, Kosciusko of Poland, and Lafay- 
ette of France, each of whom paid his earliest vows to 
Liberty in our cause. Nor should this list be confined 
to military characters, ao long as we gratefully cherish 
the name of Alexander Hamilton, who was born in the 
West Indies, and the name of Albert GaUatin, who was 
born in Switzerland, and never, to the close of his octo- 
genarian career, lost the French accent of his boyhood, 
— both of whom rendered civic services to be com- 
memorated among the victories of peace. 

Nor is the experience of our Republic peculiar. Where 
is the country or power which does not inscribe the 
names of foreigners on its historic scroll ? It was Chris- 
topher Columbus, of Genoa, who disclosed to Spain the 
New World ; it was Magellan, of Portugal, sailing in 
the service of Spain, who first passed with adventurous 
keel through those distant Southern straits which now 
bear his name, and opened the way to the vast Pacific 
Sea ; and it was Cabot, the Venetian, who first conduct- 
ed English enterprise to this North American continent. 
As in triumphs of discovery, so also in other fields have 
foreigners excelled, while serving states to which they 
were bound by no tie of birth. The Dutch Grotius, 
author of the great work, " Laws of War and Peace," 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



80 POLITICAL PAKTIES ABD 

an exile from his own country, became Ambassador 
of Sweden; and, in our own day, the Italian- Pozzo di 
Eorgo, turning his back upon Iiis own country, reached 
the most exalted diplomatic trust in the jealous ser- 
vice of Euesia. In the list of monarelis on the throne 
of England, not one has been more truly English than 
the Dutch Williain. In HoUand no ruler has equalled 
in renown the German WiUiam, Prince of Orang& In 
Eussia the German Catharine the Second takes place 
among the most commanding sovereigns. And who of 
Swedish monarehs was a better Swede than Bemadotte, 
the Frenchman 1 and what Frenchman was ever filled 
with aspiration for France more than the Italian Kapo- 
leon Bonaparte ? 

I pass from these things, which have occupied me too 
long. A party, which, beginning in secrecy, interferes 
with religious belief, and founds a discrimination on tlie 
accident of birth, is not the party for us. 

"Wiiere Liberty is, there is my country," was the 
sentiment of that great Apostle of Freedom, Benjamin 
Franklin, uttered during the trials of the Revolution. 
In .similar strain, I would say, "Where Liberty is, there 
is my party." Such an oi^nization is now happily 
constituted here in Massachusetts, and in all the Free 
States, under the name of Kbpxjblican Party. 

In assuming our place as a distinct party, we simply 
give form and direction, in harmony with the usage and 
genius of popular governments, to a movement which 
stirs the whole country, and does not find adequate and 
constant organ in either of the other existing parties. 
The early opposition to Slavery was simply a senti- 
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ment, outgu=!liing trnm the hearts of the sensitive and 
humane In the lapse of time it hecamo a determined 
principle, iii'^pirmg lai^er num.hers, and showing itself 
iiist m an orgamzed endeavor to resist the annexation 
of &laveholding Texas , next, to prohibit Slavery in 
newly acquired territories; and now, alarmed by the 
overljirow of all rights in Kansas, and the domination 
of the Slave Oligarchy throij^hout the Eepublic, it 
breaks forth in a stronger effort, a wider union, and a 
deeper channel, inspirii^ yet larger numbers and firmer 
resolves, while opposite quarters contribute to its pow- 
er, — even as the fountain, first outgushir^ from the 
■weeping sides of its pure mountain home, trickles in 
the rill, leaps in the torrent, and flows in the river, tiU, 
at last, swollen with accumulated waters, it presses on- 
ward, in irresistible, beneficent current, fertilizing and 
uniting the spaces which it traverses, washing the feet 
of cities, and wooing states to repose upon its hanks. 



Our party has its origin in the exigencies of the hour. 
Vowing ourselves against Slavery, wherever it exists, 
whether enforced by Russian knout, Turkish bastmado, 
or lash of Carolina planter, we do not seek to mterfere 
with it at Petersbuig, Constantinople, or Charleston ; 
nor does any such grave duty rest upon us. Political 
duties are properly lunited by political responsibiUties ; 
and we are in no just sense responsible for the local 
law or usage by which human bondage in these places 
is upheld. But wherever we are responsible for the 
wrong, there our duty begins. The object to which, as 
a party, we are pledged, is all contamed in acceptance 
of the issue which the Slave Ohgarchy tenders. To its 
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repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and its imperioua 
demand that Kansas shall be surrendered to Slavery, 
we reply, that Freedom shall be made the universal law 
of all the national domain, without compromise, and 
that hereafter no Slave State shall be admitted into 
the Union. To its tyrannical assumption of supremacy 
in the National Government we reply, that the Slave 
Diarchy shall be overthrown. Such is the practical 
purpose of the Eepublican Party. 
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Speech is toe Senate, oh the TIsurpation op tjie Senate in i 
Origination of Appropriation Bills, February 7, 1856. 



Off the 11th of December, 18B6, Mr. Brodhead, of Pennsylrania, 
introdnced a resolution direetdng the Committee on Finance to con- 
sider tliu expediency of reporting the appropriation bills for the anpport 
of the Government. The resolution was allowed to lie Ott the table 
till January 7, 1866, when it was called up for consideration, and 
adopted. On the ith of February, Mr. Hunter, of Vilginia, Chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, reported to tie Senate the following 
resolution : — 



The resolution was adopted by the Senate, February 7, hut this was 
all. Nothing was done under it. 

This attempt was prompted by the protracted contest in the organi- 
zation of the House of Representatives, when, aft«r one hundi'td and 
thirty-three ballotinga, Mr. Banks was chosen Speaker, February 2, 
and the Slave Power received its first check. 

In the course of the debate, February 7, Mr. Sumner spoke as foEows. 

Mil. PRESIDENT, — Whatever the Senator from 
New York [Mr. SewAed] touches he handles with 
a completeness to render anything superfluous from, one 
who follows on the same side; hut the opposition which 
his views have encountered from the Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Huntee], and also from the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. ToombsJ, as well as the intrinsic impor- 
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tance of the q^uestion, may justify tlie attempt to state 
the argument anew. 

We are carried first to the words of the Constitution, 
wiiich are as follows : — 

"All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Eepresentatives ; but the Senate may propose or concur 
with amondments, as on other biUs." 

Under this provision, the annual appropriation hills 
for the Army, Navy, Post-OfRce, and civil and diplo- 
matic service, from the beginning of the Government, 
have or^inated in the House of Eepresentatives ; and 
this has always been so, I believe, witliout question. It 
is now proposed to reverse the standing policy, and to 
originate such bills in the Senate ; and this proposition 
has the sanction of the Committee on Finance. 

The proposition is a clear departure from nsage, and on 
this account must ^x regarded with suspicion, A sl^ht 
examination will demonstrate that it tends to subvert 
well-established landmarks. 

By looking at the debates in the Convention which 
framed the National Constitution, it will be found that 
this clause was not hastily or carelessly adopted, — ^that it 
was the subject of much discussion, and was viewed as 
essentially important in establishing the system of checks 
and balances peculiar to our Eepublic. It was, indeed, 
part of the compromise between the small States and the 
large States. 

After much consideration, the equality of the States 
was recognized in the Constitution of the Senate, and 
small States, like Delaware and Ehode Island, were 
allowed, in this body, equal power with large States, like 
Virginia and Massachusetts. But this great c 
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to the small States was coupled at the time witli a con- 
dition that " money tills " should originate in the House 
of Eepresentativea, where the people were represented 
according to numhera. The language finally employed 
was, " All biHa for raising revenue shall originate in the 
House of Eepresentatives." This was adopted, as com- 
pensatioQ to the large and populous States for tlieir com- 
parative weakness in the Senate. 

That I do not go too far, when I call it part of the com- 
promise between the great States and small States, I pro- 
ceed to show, from the debates in the National Conven- 
tion, as reported by Mr. Madison, how it was regarded 
there. 

The provision owes its authoritative introduction to 
Dr. Franklin, who moved it in the committee wliich 
subsequently reported it^ Afterwards, in Convention, 
when the clause relating to equality of -votes ivas under 
consideration, we have this report of what he said. 

" Dr. Franklin observed, that this question could not be 
properly put by itself, the Committee having reported several 
propositions as nvutual ecmdilioua of each other. He could not 
vote for it, if eoparately taken, but should vote for the whole 
together." ^ 

Colonel Mason, of Virginia, was of the same opinion, 
and desired " tliat the whole might be brought into one 
mew."^ 

Mr. Gerry, of Massachusetts, followed up the idea of 
the mutual dependence of the two propositions, remark- 
ing.— 

" Ho would not say tliat tho concesaiou was a sufficient ono 
on the part of the small States ; but he could not but regard 
7, p. 1034, llo^e. 
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it in the light of a coruxs^on. It would make it a constita- 
tional principle, that the second branch were not possessed of 
the confidence of the people in money matters," — 

Please, Sir, to mark the "breadth of this expression. 
— " which would lessen their weight and infiuence." ^ 

Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, followed, saying, — 

" He thought it evident that the conce^ion was wholly on 
one side, that of the large States; the privilege of originating 
mdney bills being of no account" ^ 

At a later stage of the dehates the subject was re- 
sumed, and the two propositions stiU. appear together. 

" Mr. Rutledge [of South Carolina] proposed to reconsider 
the two propositions touchmg the ori^nating of moiiej/ bills 
in the first, and the equality ofvaiea in the second brancL" 

" Mr. Sherman [of Connecticut] was for the question on the 
whole at once. It was, he said, a conciliatory plan. It had 
been considered in all its parts." 

" Mr. Luther Martin [of Maryland] urged the question on 

the whole. He did not hke many parts of it He 

was wilhng, however, to make trial of the plan, rather than 
do nothing." 

" Mr. Gerry [of Massachusetts] did not approve of a re- 
consideration of the clause relating to money bills. It was of 
great consequence. It was the comer-slone of tlie accommo- 
dation." ° 

At a still later stage Mr. Pinckney moved to strike 
out the section on money bills, " as giving no pecuhar 
advantage to the House of Eepresentatives, and as clog- 
ging the Government." Mr. Gorham " was against al- 
lowing the Senate to origimxte, but was for allowing it 

1 Madison-B Debates, July 6, 1787, p. 1042. 
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only to amend" Mr. Grouvenieur Morris urged, that it 
was "particularly proper that the Senate should have 
the right of originating money hUls. They will sit con- 
stantly, will consist of a smaller number, and wiH be 
able to prepare such bills with due correctness, and so 
as to prevent delay of business in the other House." 
To all this Colonel Mason lepHed, in the strong lan- 
guage which seems to have been natural to him, that 
he "was unwilling to travel over this ground ^ain. 
To strike out the section was to unhinge tlie compromise 
of which it made a part!' ' 

I might adduce other authorities ; but here surely is 
enough to show that the provision was in reality one 
of the important compromises of the Constitution. 

This brings me. Sir, to the precise meanir^ of the pro- 
vision. The seeming indefiniteness of the term, " bills 
for raising revenue," may alone furnish apology for the 
present debate. It may be ai^ed, that, wlule the Sen- 
ate is placed under certain restrictions, it may neverthe- 
less originate " appropriation bills." Tliis, of course, is 
a question of interpretation. Does this interdict upon 
the Senate extend to bills by which money is appropri- 
ated to the support of Government, as well as to biUs by 
which it is directly obtained ? Are appropriation bills 
included under the term, " bUls for raising revenue " ? 
Now I cannot accord with opinions so confidently ex- 
pressed by the Senator from Vij^inia [Mr. Hunter], 
and the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toombs], that it 
was clearly the intention of the Constitution to concede 
to the Senate the power of originating all appropria- 
tion bUla ; nor, on the other hand, do I assert that such 

1 MadiBOn'B DebattB, August 8, 1787, pp. 1366, 1267. 
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exercise of power is in the strict sense unconstitutioiial. 
I approach the question as an iiiCLuirer anxious to find 
the real purpose. 

Several considerations seem to shed light on the path 
to our conclusion. 

First. The compromise between the small States and 
large States can be made completely effective, according 
to ohvioiB intent of the authore of the Constitution, on- 
ly by interdicting the Senate from origuiatiug the great 
appropriation bills. If this interdict is restricted simply 
to tariff bills, which occur only at rare intervals, it be- 
comes a very inadequate compensation for the surrender 
by the lai^e States to the small Stat«s in the constitu- 
tion of the Senate. According to the reason of the rule, 
the great appropriation bills must be equally within its 
intendment,. The reason is as strong in one case as in 
the other. 

In the debates of the Convention, Dr. I^nklin said : — 
" Ab it hid been asked whit would be the use of lestram 
mg the second branch fiom medill ng with tivyaey hlh, he 
could not but remaik that it w^s ilwij i ot importance tbat 
the people should know who hid disposed of their moiej, 
and June tt hid been duposed of ' 

Ple'^se Sir, to mark these words 
"It WIS a ma\im, thit those who feel can best judge 
This end nould he thought, be best attained if monep 
{iffaiis weie to be confined to the immediate lepresenti 
tives of the people ^ 

Mr, Gciry, m urging the restraint upon the Senite, 
said : — 

" The other branch was more immediately the representa- 

1 Mndison's Debates, July 6, 1787, p, 104i. 
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tivea of the people, and it was a maxim that the people ought 
to hold Hie purse-slrings." ' 

How, Sir, can the people hold the purse-strings, un- 
less they hold the bills by which the purse is appropri- 
ated ? 

And Colonel Mason broke forth in language clearly 
revealing his sense of danger against which to guard. 

" If the Senate can originate, they will, in the recess of 
the legislative sessions, hatch their mischievouB projects for 
their own purposes, and have their tnone^ bills cut and dried 
(to use a common phrase) for the meeting of the House of 
Kepreseutatives." * 

1 repeat, then, according to the reason of the rule, 
the great appropriation bills must be embraced by the 
prohibition. 

Secondly. There is a further consideration, founded on 
the familiar use of the term mon&ij hills throughout the 
debates in the Convention, as applicable to bills which 
the Senate cannot originate. I need not occupy time 
by reference to instances ; but whoever takes the trouble 
to investigate the matter in Mr. Madison's report of the 
debates, and also in the report of the Virginia Conven- 
tion, will find that this term is universally employed, 
— unless, indeed, where Mr. Gouvemeur Morris uses the 
broader term " money plans," ^ and Mr. Gerry " money 
matters." * Now all these phrases are clearly applica- 
ble to " appropriation bills," by which the Government 
is carried on ; and the inference seems irresistible, that 
the parties who used them must have had such bills in 
mind. 

' Madison's Debates, June 13, 1TS7, pp. 856, 856. 

2 Ibid., August 13, p. 1807. 

s Ibid.. July 6, p. 1041. * Ibid., p. 1043. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



90 0EIG1NA.TI0N OF APPROPRLi.TION BILLS. 

In the Yirginia Convention objection was made by 
Mr. Grayson " to the power of the Senate to propose or 
concur with amendments to money Mils." The objection 
is even to " amendments." He pronounced this " a de- 
parture from that great principle which required that 
the immediate representatives of the people only should 
interfere with money Mis. .... The Lords in England 
had never been allowed to intermeddle with money bills. 
He knew not why the Senate should." ^ 

Thirdly. This brings me to another consideration, 
founded on the example of England, which was obvi- 
ously present to the framers of the Constitution. The 
Senator from Virginia [ Mr. Hunter] is clearly mistaten 
on tliis point. It was often adduced in debate in the 
National Convention, and, as we have just seen, in the 
Virginia Convention also. In England the rule is ex- 
plicit, and of ancient date. As early as July 3, 1678, 
the Commons resolved : — 

" That all aids and supplies, and aids to hia Majesty in 
Parliament, are the sole gift of the Commons ; and all bills 
for (Ae granting of any siieJi aids and supplies ought to begin 
vfkh the Gnmmons ; and that U ig the widoubted and sole right 
of the Commons to direct, limit, and appmM, in such bills, the 
ends, purposes, considerations, conditions, limitatioTis, and qual- 
ijlcations of such grants, which ought not to be changed or 
altered by the House of Lords."" 

In pursuance of this rule, estimates for the annual 
expenditure are submitted by the Ministry to the House 
of Commons, sitting as a Committee of Supply, This 
process is explained as follows. 

1 EUiot'a Debates, Juno 14, 1738, Vol. IL p. 383, e&. 1826. 

2 Joumala of tho Hou«e of Commons, Vol. IX. p. 60». May's Law of 
Pnrlinmetit, p. 407, ed. 18&1. 
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" The member of tbe Administration representing the de- 
partment for which the supplies are required first explains 
to the Committee such matters as may satisfy them of the 
correctness and propriety of the estimates, and then proceeds 
to propose each grant in succession, which is put from the 

Chair in these words: ' Tiiat a sum not exceeding be 

granted to her Majesty, for the object specified in the esti- 
mate.' .... The Committee of Supply votes every sum 
which is granted annually for the public service, — the army, 
the navy, the ordnance, and the several civil departments."' 

At the close of the session all the grants are embodied 
in a bill, which is known as " Appropriation BUI," and, 
as it is kindred in character to that under our system, 
doubtless has given its name to ours. This bill is thus 



" It enumerates every grant made during the whole session, 
and authorizes the several sums, as voted by the Committee 
of Supply, to be issued aud applied to each service," ^ 

Tliua, on three grounds, — first, by the reason of the 
thing, — secondly, hy the familiar use in all the debates 
of the descriptive term, " money bills," — and, thirdly, 
by the example of England, — the conclusion is inevi- 
table, that " appropriation bills," hy which the GoverTJr- 
ment is carried on, are within the spirit of the interdict 
upon the Senate, and that this body cannot originate 
such hdls without violation of a well-established prin- 
ciple inherited from EngHsh jurisprudence, and also 
without v-nhin^inff, according to the language of Colonel 
Mason, that compromise by virtue of which the small 
States are admitted to eq^uality of representation on this 
floor. 
' Maj'a Law of Parliament, pp. 415, 418. ^ Ibid., p. 425. 
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I am not unmindful of the fact, on which the Sena- 
tor from Viiginia has dwelt so emphatically, that the 
Senate is in the habit of originating pension bills, also 
bills for payment of private claims, and kindred meas- 
ures. I was glad, to-day, to vote for the bill originating 
in this body for the relief of our late distinguished 
Minister at Constantinople.^ But against this usage, 
which is exceptional in character, and has probably at- 
tracted little attention, from its considerable conven- 
ience and little importance, may be opposed the uniform 
practice by which the great bills providing for the ne- 
cessities of the Government have always originated in 
the House of Eepresentatives. And you will bear in 
mind. Sir, that the question is now on these bills. 

Mr. President, it is a received maxim, that it is the 
part of a good judge to amplify his jurisdiction ; but it 
will liardly be accepted, that it is the part of the Ameri- 
can Senate to amplify its powers, particularly in dero- 
gation of the popular branch. And it surely cannot es- 
cape observation, that the present effort is launched at 
a moment when the popular branch promises to differ 
from the Senate on important questions of national 
policy. I am not insensible to the public convenience, 
which has been pressed in this debate ; but permit me 
to say, Sir, that, should this convenience require the 
proposed departure from our standing policy, we shall 
be wise, if we hearken to the counsels of the Senator 
from New York, and refrain from any innovation, un- 
less assured of the consent and cooperation of the other 
House. 

1 Hon. G«arfie F. Marsh. 
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RELIEF OE VESSELS IN DISTfiESS ON THE 
COAST. 

Letter to the Directou of tee Exchange News-Eoom, Boston, 
Febbuary 18, 185Q. 



Senate Oeahbeh, February 18, 1856. 

DEAE SIR, — I have pleasure in acknowledging the 
receipt of tho memorial, forwarded by you from 
the underwriters and merchants of Boston, and addressed 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, asking the despatch of 
immediate relief to the lai^e fleet of vessels now dis- 
tressed by the rigors of this severe winter on our north- 
em coast It reached me Sunday morning; but its 
charitable object did not allow delay, and on that day I 
placed the memorial in the hands of the Secretary. 

I have his verbal answer to-day, expressit^ great inter- 
est in the object of the memorial, but saying, that, beyond 
the revenue cutter, the Treasury Pepartment has no 
vessel at Boston which can be detached on this service, 
and that the cutter was directed some weelis ago to do 
what it could for the relief of distressed vessels. 

Though the memorial was addressed to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, I felt it my duty to apply to the Secre- 
tary of tlie Navy. He entered into the plan with much 
benevolence, and expressed a desire to do all that the 
means at his command would permit. The only vessel 
at Boston in readiness is the steam-frigate Merrimack, 
which is about to start on a "trial-trip" of one week, 
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prerious to a cruise of six montlis. This vessel has 
already been ordered to make the week's voyage direct 
from Boston to Norfolk; Tint the Secretary will give 
directions that she shall proceed to the Great Banks as 
for as can he judiciously done, under the circunastances, 
in order to afl'ord relief to vessels in distress. He would 
extend the cruise to a longer term at once, hut the 
contractors who have furnished her engines have certain 
rights which he is bound to respect. 

The Secretary authorizes me to say also that he will 
send further relief, if possihle. 

I beg you to assure the memorialists that it wiU give 
me pleasure to pramote the objects of the memorial to 
the fuU extent of my power. 

Believe me, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumnee. 
John T. Smith, Esq., Exchange ITews-Eoom. 
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THE EXAMPLE OF WASHINGTON AGAINST SLAVEEY 
NOT TO BE FORGOTTEN NOW. 

Letiek to a Oommittbr of toe Boston Mercantile LiBRARr 
Association, February 19, 1856. 



Washington, rebniaiy 19, 1850. 

DEAK SIE, — I have been honored by your invita- 
tion to be with the Mercantile Libiaiy Association 
on the 22d instant. You know weU the happiness I 
find in any ooiDperation with the young men of that As- 
sociation, and I need not. assure you of the gratification 
with which I should participate in any services calcu- 
lated to exalt the example of Washington, 

Particularly at this moment should it be invoked, 
when the EepubHc, which he helped to found, seems to 
shake with the first throes of civil war, ei^endered by 
an interest which was condemned by him diuing life 
and formally abjured by him at his death. His great 
name should now be employed for the suppression of 
that Slave Power which is the fruitful mother of so 
much wretchedness. It will not be enough to c[uote 
his paternal words for Union ; his example must be ar- 
rayed gainst the gigantic wrong which now disturbs 
this Union to ita centre, and, in the madness of its 
tyranny, destroys the very objects of Union. 

The play of Othello without the part of Othello would 
be a barren spectacle ; and the example of Washington, 
without his testimony against the malevolent force 
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■which disturbs the Republic, would be hardly less bar- 
ren. Let the young men of Boston be encouraged to 
dwell on those sentiments and acts -which, while they 
elevate his name, apply with prevailing power to the 
existing state of things among us. Let them bear in 
mind that he declared it to be " among his first wishes 
to see some plan adopted by which Slavery in this 
country may be aholishM by law" — that, to promote 
this purpose, he expressed a desire, in a recorded inter- 
view with a distinguished foreigner, for the formation 
of an Antislavery Society, — that on many occasions he 
condemned Slavery, — that, in congratulations to La- 
fayette on his purchase of a plantation with a view of 
emancipating the slaves on it, he exclaimed, " Would 
to God a like spirit might diffuse itself generally into 
the minds of the people of this country ' " — and that, 
finally, by his last will and testament, written within 
six months of his death, he bore his practical testimony 
to those ideas and aspirations, by the emancipation of 
his slaves. With these things taken to heait, the ex- 
ample of Washington will exert its just conservative 
influence over the country, holdmg it back from the 
extension of that evil against which he set himselt, and 
arousing the general sentiment to repulse the aggres- 
sions which now threaten civil i^ ai Then mdeed will 
the rather of his Country ha\e a new biith ind influ- 
ence. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumhee. 

Charles G-. Chask, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
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CONSTANT EXERTION AND UNION AMONG 
GOOD MEN. 



, February 23, 185(?. 



The papers annoimce, that tbe foUowing letter, when read, was re- 
ceived with six roasing cheers. 

Senate Chambbe, Fehniaiy 25, 1856. 

MY UEAE 8IE, — I cannot be present at the fes- 
tival in commemoration of the election of Mr. 
Banks as Speaker. My duties will keep me here. 

But with you I rejoice in this triumph of Freedom, 
which is the first achieved in the National Government, 
since the recc^ition, hy the earliest Congress under 
Washington, of the Ordinance prohibiting Slavery in 
the Northwestern Territory. To advance this victory, 
and to obtain its just fruits, there must he no relaxation 
of eiforts, but constant exertion, with union among good 
men, and a determination to yield no jot in the con- 
flict. 

To Massachusetts belongs an honorable place at the 
head of the battle. May no treason or hesitation of any 
of her sons deprive her of this post ! 

Tours, faithfully, 

Chahxes Sumner. 
F. H. Underwood, Secretary, &c., &c. 
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THE ABROGATIOS OF TREATIES. 

SPEECnEs IN THE Senatb, Maroh 6 AND May 8, 1856. 



The effort to oltaiii for the Senate the power to abrogate treaties 
had pecaliar interest at this time, fram the knowu desire of certain 
Senators to terminate the etipulation between the United States and 
Great Britain, requiring a naval force on the coast of Africa for the 
suppression of the slave-twde. In 1854 Mr. SUdell brought forward a 
proposition to this effect in Executive Session, assuming that the stipu- 
lation could he terzninatad by a simple Tot« of the Senate. Mr. Sum- 
ner insisted that the prerogative belonged to the law-making power, 
and could be exercised only by Act of Congress. By hia ettbrt the 
proposition was defeat^. 

The power of the Senate oyer the abrogation of treaties was brought 
forward in Legislative Session, on the motion of Mr. Sumner, in con- 
nection with the Danish Sound dues, being the tax at Elsinore laid by 
Denmark upon the cargoes of vessels passing through the Sound into 
and out from the Baltie Sea. In 18il, Mr. Webster, as Secretary of 
Stale, traced the origin of this tax to the treaty of 16i5 between Den- 
mark and Holland, embrachig a tariff of the principal articles then 
known in commerce ; which treaty was the basis of our own concluded 
with Denmatk in 1826, and limited to continue ten years from date, 
and further nnWl the end of one year after notice by either party of an 
intention to terminate it ; but he contented himself with recommend- 
ing friendly negotiations, ' ' with a view of securing to the commei'ce of 
the United States a full participation in any reduction of these duties, 
or the benefits resulting from any new arrangements respecting them 
which may be granted to the commerce of other states." ^ In 1848, Mr. 
Buchanan, as Secretary of State, instructed out Minister at Copenha- 
gen, that, " under the public law of nations, it cannot be pretended that 
Denmark has any right to levy duties on vessels passing through the 
Sound from the North Sea to the Baltic." Resident Pierce, in his 
annual message of 1854, proposed to terminate the treaty of 1826 ; the 

1 Webster's Works, Vol. VI. pp. 406, 409. 
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.Semite, by aimple resolution in Exi^utive Session, Mfli'cli 3, 1855, under- 
took to terminate it ; and the President, in llis annual message of 1855, 
annonnced that tlie pioper notice had heen given to Denmarlt.i 

Mr. Sumner, imprassed with the conviction that thia notice was 
a had precedent, and in the interest of the Slave Power, which con- 
trolled the Senate, besides being iiiadec[aate under the Constitution, 
brought forward the following resolutbn : — 

" Resokei That the Committeeon Foreign Keiations be directed to consider 
the enpedienoy of some act of legislation, having the cononiTence of both 
Houses of Congress, by which the treaty with Denmark regulating the pay- 
ment of Somid dues may be effectively abrogated, [n conformity witli the 
requirements of the Constitution, under which every treaty is a port of ■ the 
supreme law of tlie land,' and in conformity with the practice of the Gov- 
ernment in snch oases, — and especially to consider if such legislation be not 
naoessary forthwith, in order to supply a defect in the notice of the purpose 
of the United States to abrogate the eaid treaty, which the President has uii- 
dartaken to give to Denmark without the authority of an Act of Congress, 
and in disregard of the function of the House of Kepreeentatives in the 
abrogation of all existing laws." 

On his motion the Senate proceeded to its consideration, Mareh 8 
when ho spoke as follows. 

ME, PEESIDENT, — If I can have the attention of 
the Senate for a hrief time, I will explain the 
ohject of this inquiry. The subject may he dry, but 
it is important, and, at this moment, of direct practical 
interest. 

The President in liia annual message named three 
different questions, arising out of our relations with 
foreign nations. Two of these, concerning England, 
have been discussed in the Senate ; the other, which 
concerns the payment of the Sound dues to Denmark, 
has not yet been mentioned here. Introducing it now, 
I have no purpose to say anything on the character of 
these dues, or to arrest the efforts of the Government 
for the relief of our commerce from foreign exactions. 

1 Wheaton, Elements of International Law (ed. Lawrence, IB63), note, 
pp. 334, 335, Part II. Ch. i. 
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That is a broad field of history and of public law, which 
for the present there is no occasion to enter. My desire 
is simply to open a CLuestion of domestic interest under 
our own Constitution, with which, of course, Denmark 
has no concern, but which is necessarily involved in the 
determination of our course on tins matter. 

The President, in his annual message, announces: — 

" In pursuance of the authority conferred by a resolution 
of the Senate of the United States, passed on the 3d of 
March last, notice was given to Denmark, on the 14th. day 
of April, of the intention of this Government to avail itself 
of the stipulation of the subsisting convention of friendship, 
commerce, and navigation, between that kingdom and the 
United States, whereby either party might, after ten years, 
terminate the same at the expiration of one year from the 
date of notice for that puipose.'" 

The treaty, it will be noted, reserves to dtlwr party — 
that is, to either of the Governments between whom it is 
made — the privilege of terminating it by notice; and 
the President, without the sanction of an Act of Con- 
gress, but simply in pursuance of a resolution of the 
Senate, passed in Executive Session, }ias constituted Mm- 
. self the Government, so far as to give such notice, and by 
such notice to abrogate the treaty. Acting under his 
instructions, our Minister at Copenhagen, on the 14th of 
April, 1855, notified the Danish Government, that, — 

" After the expiration of one year from tho date of this 
communication, the United States will regard the general 
convention of ' friendship, commerce, and navigation,' agreed 
upon by Denmark and themselves on the 26th of April, 
1826, f\s finally ahro<)ated, and that after that period its pro- 
visions will not be binding upon our Govemrnent." ' 

1 Exec Doc, B4th Cong, lat Sess., I8B5-66, Ho. 1, p. S. a ibid., p. 30. 
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Tliiis undertaking, merely with the consent of the 
Senate, and without the concurrence of the House of 
Kepreaentatives, to abrogate a treaty, the President haa 
assumed a power inconsistent with the Constitution, and 
disowned hy the practice of the Government, adopted, 
after dehate, on leading occasions. Such a usurpation 
cannot be justified hy the good that is sought ; for that 
good Flight have been sought, and may still he sought, 
by another course, in entire harmony with the Constitu- 
tion and the practice of the Government, Nor wiU any 
temporary purpose justify the removal of constitutional 



The Constitution declare that the President " ^mU 
have power, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the Sen- 
ators present concur" ; but it does not declare that the 
Preaident, hy and with the consent of the Senate, shall 
have power to abrogate treaties. The absence of all 
langu^e conferring this extraordinary power is itself 
an unanswerable argument against the existence of the 
power. But we are not left to found our conclusion 
even on irresistible inference. There are explicit words 
of the Constitution, which detemiine it beyond doubt. 
It is declared, that — ■ 

" This Conatitutiou, and the laws of the United States 
which shall be mtide in pursuance thereof^ Atro all treaties 
MADE or which shall he made under the authority of the United 

States, SHALI. BE THE SDPBBME I.AW OP THE LAND." 

Thus declaring treaties to he " the supreme law of the 
land," the Constitution not only gives to them the high- 
est authority, but places them under the highest safe- 
guard known to our institutions. When once made, 
they are obligatory on our side as laws, and can be ab- 
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rogated by no power less than that which may abrogate 
existing law's. Not the President alone, not the Pres- 
ident and Senate, can set them aside; but for this 
purpose the whole power of the Government must be 
invoked, in its most solemn form, by Act of Congress. 
In conformity with this requirement, the power to de- 
clare war, involving, of course, the abrogation of treaties, 
is expressly lodged with Congress. The President, with 
the consent of the Senate, cannot declare war ; and it is 
difficult to see what greater power he possesses in the 
abrogation of a treaty, involving possibly the rupture of 
friendly intercourse with a foreign nation, and involving 
certainly the overthrow of what the Constitution de- 
clares to be the supreme law. 

Thus placing treaties under all the sanctions of law, 
I follow the best authorities. The eminent commenta- 
tor, Mr. Justice Story, in speaking of them, gives them 
this character. Expounding this very clause, he says : — 

" It is therefore indispensable that they should have the 
obligation and force of a law, that they may be executed by 
the judicial power, and be obeyed like oilier lows. This will 
not prevent them from being cancelled or abrc^ted by the 
nation, iipon grave and suitable occasions ; for it will not be 
disputed fliat they are subject to the legislative poioer, and may 
he repealed, li/ee other laws, at its pleasnre." ^ 

' And the Supreme Court of the United States affirm 
the same principle. 

" A treaty is in its nature a contract between two na- 
tions, not a legislative act In the United States a 

different principle is established. Our Constitution declares a 
treaty to be the law of tlie larid. It is consequently to be re- 

1 Commentaries on the CoustituUon, § 18SS. 
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garded in courts of justice aa equivalent to an Act of the Le(fis- 
lature, whenever it operates of itself, without tlie aid of any 
legislative provision." ' 

This is a decision comparatively recent But early 
in our history the authority of treaties was much con- 
sidered by the Supreme Coui't, in the famous case of 
Ware v. ^^Iton d al, 3 Dallas, 199-285, and we find 
judges from opposite sections of the country arriving at 
tlie same conclusion. Mr. Justice Gushing, of Maasa^ 



" The treaty .... is of equal force with the Constitution 
itself, and certainly with any law wkatmever." ^ 

Mr. Justice Iredell, of North Carolina, passed directly 
upon the power of Congress, asserting that to this body 
alone was given the power to abrogate a treaty under 
our Constitution. These are his words : — 

" It is a part of the Law of Nations, that, if a treaty be 
violated by one party, it is at the option of tlie other party, if 
innocent, to declare, in consequence of the breach, that the 
treaty is void. If Congress, therefore, who, I eonceine, aion4 
have such authority under our Gmemmeat, shall make such 
a declaration in any case like the present, I shall deem it 
my duty to regard the treaty as void." * 

In practical illustration of the legal character attribut- 
ed to treaties, it will be observed that they are published 
with the. Laws of the Uniied States, and constitute part 
of this collection, being bound between the same covers; 
and I submit that the President and Senate ni^ht under- 
take to tear out a leaf from the Statutes at Lai^e with 
as much propriety as to tear out an existing treaty. 
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Such is the rulo of the Constitution, in conTormity with 
which is the practice of the country. Never before haa 
the President assumed to act without the House of Eep- 
resentatives in the performance of this duty. 

This question arose early after the adoption of the 
Constitution, in our relations with France ; and you 
will find, Sir, on our statute-book the evidence of the 
way in which it was regarded. In 1798, the existing 
treaties with France were abrogated by Act of Congress, 
which, after a preamble, proceeded as followa : — 

" Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Eepi-esentatwes 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the "United Stat^ are of r^ht freed and esonerated from the 
stipulations of the treaties and of the consular convention 
heretofore concluded between the United States and France, 
and that the same ehali not henceforth be regarded as 
legally obligatory on the Govemmeut or citizens of the 
United States."* 

This veiy Act of Congress originated in the Senate, 
which at that day undertook to exercise no such power 
as is now claimed. It was not passed hastily, or with- 
out debate. The subject of our relations with France 
was referred to a committee of that body on the 29th 
of November, 1797. After the lapse of months, on the 
21st of June, 1798, Mr. Goodhue, from that committee, 
reported a bill to abrogate existing treaties with that 
nation, which passed the Senate on the 23d of June, 
by a vote of thirteen yeas to five nays. On the 25th it 
was carried to the House of Representatives, where it 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, fully debated, and finally passed on 

> 1 United States Statutes at Large, 5T8, 
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the 6th of July. In the course of the debate, treaties 
were recognized as laws, to he abrogated only ly Act of 
Congress. A Eepreaentative from Massachusetts, after- 
warfs an eminent judicial character, Mr. SewaU, put 
this point in these words: — 

" It is certainly a novel doctrine to pass a law declaring 
a treaty void ; but the necessity arose from the pecuhar 
situation of thb country. In most countries it is in the 
power of the Chief Magistrate to suspend a treaty, whenever 
he thinks proper. He}-e Congress only has that power." ^ 

This view was in no respect controverted or qnea- 
tioned. On the contrary, it was recognized by tlie 
whole debate. Mr. Dana, of Connecticut, said : — 

" France has violated the faith pledged by her treaties with 
America. This, by the Law of Nations, puts it witkin the 
opticm of the Legislature to decide, as a question of expediency, 
whether the United States shall any longer continue to ob- 
serve their stipulations." ' 

Mr. Gallatin whose position m our public affairs was 
afterwards so lustly distinguished employed the very 
applicahle to lawi when hp spoke of the pro- 
Ettion ot the tieatv as i repeal 



"He knew of no piecedent of a Le^i^ature repeahnq a 
treaty. It ia tbcrefiie an •kct of a pocuhar kind and it ap- 
peared to him necessary that Concp-eis should justify it by a 
declaration of their rcaerns It is not sufficient to 8a>, 

that, because a treaty has been violated, we iinll rejxM rt ' ^ 

Such is the first an 1 leading precedent m out history 
The next is more lecent, and of iiaidly lesa importance 

1 Annala of Congroas, 6th Cong., 1797- 1799, col. 2120. 
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It was the notice to Great Britain of the termination of 
the convention of 1827, relating to the joint occupancy 
of certain parts of Oregon. This was not done by the 
President, with the advice of the Senate in secret ses- 
sion, but by Act of Congress, President Polk, in his 
annual message of 2d December, 1845, called upon 
Congress to act. These are his words : — 

" Under that convention, a year's notice is required to be 
^ven by either party to the other, before the joint occupan- 
cy ahaJl terminate, and before either can rightfully assert or 
exercise esoluMve jurisdiction over any portion of the terri- 
tory. This notice it would, in my judgment, be proper to 
^ve ; and I recommend that provhicm be made by law for giih 
ing it aixardingly, and terminating in this manner the con- 
vention of the 6th of Ai^ust, 1827."^ 

In pursuance of this recommendation, provision v>as 
-made hy law for this notice. You will remember. Sir, 
the debate which for months occupied both Houses of 
Congress, and was closed by the passage of a joint reso- 
lution, approved 27th April, 1846, which, after a pre- 
amble, proceeds as follows. 

"Reitolved by the Senate artd House of Representatives of 
the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled. That the 
President of the United States be, and he ia hereby, author- 
ized, at his discretion, to give to the Government of Great 
Britain the notice required by the second article of the said 
convention of the sisth of August, 1827, for the abrogation 
of the same."' 

This instance is particularly in point ; for the treaty 
■was terminated, in accordance with its stipulations, by 
notice from the United States, — precisely as it is now 
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I to terminate the treaty with Denmark. And 
the notice given to Great Britain with regard to the trea- 
ty is declared to be " for the abrogation of the same." 

Such, Sir, is the rule of the Conatitution, sustained by 
authoritative' precedents, in the abrogation of successive 
treaties with two powerful nations, France and Great 
Britain. Surely there cannot be one rule for large na- 
tions and another for amalL nations ; nor will any one 
a^ue that a treaty with France or Great Britain can be 
abrogated only by Act of Congress, but a treaty with 
Denmark may be abrogated by the President without an ' 
Act of Congress. And yet, in apparent harmony with 
this fallacious distinction, the Executive, merely with 
the consent of the Senate, obtained in secret session, as- 
sumes to abrogate a treaty with weaker Denmark, and 
has given notice that this abrogation will take effect on 
the ensuing 14th of April Not content with the treaty- 
moMng power which it possesses under the Constitution, 
it assumes the treaiy-ahrogating power, which it does not 
possess. And this assumption becomes more objection- 
able, when it is considered how completely it excludes the 
House of Representatives from an important function 
in the Government. Louis the Fourteenth, in the pride 
of conscious power, exclaimed, " I am the State " ; and 
permit me to say, that our own Executive, undertaking 
to act in this matter without the sanction of Congress, 
effectively makes the same declaration. To the Senate is 
justly accorded large powers; but it now assumes more. 
Only lately it authorized the origination of the great 
appropriation bills, constituting the mainspring of the 
Government, in defiance of uninterrupted usage, and, as 
I submit, the spirit of the Constitution. "What next. Sir ? 
"Glamis thou art, and Cawdor !" And where. Sir, in 
this career of aggrandizement, will you stop ? 
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"WTiatever m^y be the merita of the exigting contro- 
versy with Denmark, I trust that the President will not 
clutch so eagerly at the promised fruits as to disregard 
the requirement of the Constitution, and the voice of 
the popular branch, in the repeal of an existing law. In 
vain you wUl urge the good accomplished. To do even 
a great right, it is not safe to do even a little wrong. At 
all events, I call attention' to this extraordinary assump- 
tion, that it may not he recorded for a precedent. 1 call 
attention to it, also, that the needful steps maybe taken 
forthwith, in order to make effective the notice which 
has been given, without due authority under the Con- 
stitution. The treaty with Itenmai'k is at this mordent 
part of the supreme law of the land, and can he abro- 
gated only by Act of Coi^ess. 

A debate ensued, inwhiolithe conolndons of Mr, Samner were main- 
tiiined by Mr. Sewiird, of New York, Mr. resaendeii, of MaiDe, Mr. 
Collamer, of Vermont, Mr. Crittenden, of Kentuclty, and Mr. StUBtt, 
of Mioiigan, — and controTerted by Mr. Mason, of Virginia, Mr. Toncey, 
of Connecticut, and Mr, Cass, of Michigan. Mr. Mason proposed to 
amend the pending resolution by striking out the second clause, which 
amendment Mr. Sumner at once accepted, and closed the debate as 
follows. 

Mr. President, — My desire is simply to bring the 
question before the Committee, and, to accomplish this, 
I shall not stand on the form of the resolution. I am 
aware that it is ai^mentative, and involves, perhaps, a 
reflection upon the course of the Executive ; but I adopt- 
ed this form purposely, from a desire that the r^olution 
should tell the whole story on its faee, and speak for 
itself. The ample debate that has occurred supersedes 
all such desire. The subject is fully before the Senate, 
and I doubt not wilt receive the attention of the Com- 
mittee. 
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111 introducing this question, I remarked that it was 
of domestic concern under our own Constitution, with 
which, of course, Denmark has nothing to do. All refer- 
ences, therefore, to that power hare been superfluous, if 
not illogical Her consent is not sought in the proposed 
termination of the treaty. On the contrary, it will he 
teiminated against her desires. We must look for our 
rule of conduct to our own Constitution. This I as- 
sume as an undeniable postulate. 

The discussion, though protracted, has not been un- 
profitable ; but at each stage we have been brought back 
to the clear and unmistakable distinction between the 
power to make treaties and the power to abn^ate them, 
under the Constitution. The , President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, may make treaties ; 
hut there is nothii^ in our Constitution conferring up- 
on tliem the power to abrogate treaties. To attribute to 
them any such power is to go beyond the Constitution. 
Nor has any Senator distinctly, and in terms, claimed 
for them this power. On the contrary, I think that 
Senators on the other side — both the Senator from Vir- 
ginia and the Senator fix)m Connecticut — admit that a 
treaty cannot be abrogated, except by virtue of an Act 
of Congress. I understood the Senator from Connecti- 
cut to make this admission, and I believe the Senator 
from Virginia did also. 

Me. Mason noddod assent. 

Mb. Toucet. I mean, except by Act of Congress or a new 



Mb. Sumner. I put aside the whole idea of a new 
treaty, constituting in itself a new transaction, and 
involving the concurrence of the foreign power. The 
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President and Senate, with tlie concurrence of a foreign 
power, may, of course, make a new treaty ; but we are 
now dealing with the case where the whole proceeding 
is without any such concurrence. The question does 
not turn on the treaty-mahing power^ but on the treaty- 
ahwgatinrj power. And I come back again to the ad- 
mision of both Senators, that a treaty can be abrogated 
only by Act of Congress. This admission is important, 
and, as it seems to me, conclusive. 

But here a distinction is made by these Senators 
between treaties which contain no provision for their 
termination and treaties which contain such provision. 
And I understand tlie Senator from Virginia to main- 
tain that a treaty terminated in pui^iuance of such a pro- 
vision is not ahroyated This is strange ; for in both 
cases the treaty is brought to an end by our special in- 
tervention, and this is done withmit the cimawrrence of 
the other contracting party. If this is not the abn^tion 
of a treaty, I do not see what can be. Yon may, if you 
choose, caU it by a softer term, but still it is the same 
thing. The treaty is invahdated, or made to cease. But 
I will not argue this question. I submit to Senators 
opposite, who have maintained their views with so 
ranch constancy, that their position is not tenable; I 
say this frankly, but with entire respect for their learn- 
ing and ability. The same power must be invoked to 
terminate a treaty containing a pnivision for its termi- 
nation, on notice from either party, as to terminate a 
treaty containing no such provision ; and in both cases 
the treaty may properly be said to be abrogated. The 
single distinction between the two cases is, that the 
treaty in one case is abrogated in defiance of the other 
party, and perhaps on hostile ground, while in the 
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other case it ia abrogated in pursuance of a power 
specially reserved, and therefore without any just cause 
of offence ; but in both cases the life of the treaty is 
destroyed by oui act. Permit me to add, that the dis- 
tinction made between these two classes is a distmction 
without a difference, and the admission that a treaty can 
be abrogated only by Act of Congress is as applicable to 
one class as to the other : it settles the C[uestioa. 

I rest, then, confidently in the conclusion, that a 
treaty is part of the supreme law of the land, and can- 
not be set aside, terminated, superseded, disclaimed, re- 
pealed, or abrogated, except by the exercise of the high- 
est power known to the Constitution, embodying the 
collected will of the whole people in a legislative act, 
under the sanction of the Senate and House of Ecpre- 
sentatives of the United States in Congress assembled. 

The resolution, aa modified, was adopted. 

On the 7th of April, Mr, Mason, from the Committee on Foreign 
Eelations, reported the following resolutioa. 

" Remtned. That the notice which hns been given hy the President to Den- 
mark, pnrEHant to the resolution of the Senate of the Bd of March, 1855, to 
terminate the treaty with that power of the 38th of April in the year 1826. 
is sufficient to canse auch treaty to terminate and he imnulled to nil intents 
whatsoever, pursuant to the eleventh article thereof, and that no other or 
further act of legislation is necessary to pnt an end to said treaty, as part of 
the law of the land." 

This was eansidered May 8th, 1856, when Mr. Sumner spolte an 
follows. 

Mr. President, — As this subject was originally 
brought before the Senate on my motion, I hope to 
be indulged while I state briefly what seems to be the 
true state of the question. 

By the usage of most countries, the war-making 
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power, the treaty-making power, and the treaty-abrogat- 
ing power are all lodged in one and the same body. For 
instance, in England, the Queen in council declares war, 
makes treaties, and also abrogates treaties : so also do 
the other sovereigns of Europe. This is the growth of 
custom, and has become Euroiiean constitutional law. 
But it is otherwise in the United States, where, accord- 
; to the Constitution, the war-making power is ex- 
lodged in Congress, while the treaty-making 
power is expressly lodged in the President, acting with 
the advice of two thirds of tlie Senate. Nothing express 
appears in the Constitution with regard to the treaty, 
abrogating power. We are left to argument and inler- 
ence, in order to ascertain whether this great attribute 
belongs with the war-making power to Congress, or with 
the treaty-making power to the President and Senate. 

To me there are three considerations, each of which 
seems to be decisive, while the three combined com- 
pel us irresistibly to the true conclusion. 

First. In the absence of any express words in the 
Constitution, the power to abrogate treaties should not 
be attributed to any tMre fraction of the Government, as 
to the President, or to the President and Senate, nor to 
any branches short of the whole Government embodied 
in an Act of Congress. In view of the magnitude of the 
power, I am at a loss to see how any other conclusion 
can be adopted on this point. 

Secondly. The Constitution has expressly lodged the 
war-making power in Congress, and, in doing so, seems by 
implication to have placed the treaty-abrogating power 
in the same body; for the latter seems to be an incident 
of the former. The abrt^ation of a treaty may be the 
prelude of war ; indeed, it may practically amount to a 
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declaration of war. The powers, though differing in de- 
gree, are kindred in character, and should go together. 

Thirdly, The Constitution has stepped forward, and 
expressly declared that treaties shall be " the supreme 
law of the land " ; and I know no way in which these 
words can have complete efficacy, unless they are held 
to impress upon treaties the character of law, so thai Hi^y 
tinll not only be recognized as such hy the courts, hit also 
be irrepealable ecccept by Act of Congress. 

And this conclusion is confirmed by the practice of 
the Government on two important occasions, in abro- 
gating all subsisting treaties with France in 1798, and 
in abrogating the convention with England relating to 
Oregon as late as 1846. I do not dwell on these in- 
stances, or their authoritative character; for I went 
over them at length on a former occasion. Now, for the 
first time in our history, an opposite practice is adopted, 
contrary to precedents, and also, as it seeius to me, con- 
trary to reason. It is proposed to terminate a subsisting 
treaty with Denmark, establishing reciprocal privileges 
of trade, and especially r^;ulating the payment of Sound 
dues, without any Act of Congress, but simply by virtue 
of a resolution of the Senate. The novelty of this course 
creates an impression against it. But this is vindicated 
by the Committee on Foreign Eelations, in an elaborate 
report, on the ground of a peculiar provision in the 
ti-eaty, as follows. 

" The present convention shall be in force for ten years 
from the date hereof, and further until the end of one year 
afier either of the contracting partieB shall have given no- 
tice to the other of its intention to tenninate the same, 
— racft of the contracting parties reserving to itself the right 
of giving such notice to the other at the end of the said 
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term of ton years ; aud it is hereby agreed between them, 
that, on the expiration of one year after Biich notice sball 
have been received hy either from the otiier party, this con- 
veation and all the provisions thereof shall altogether cease 
and determine." 

It ia admitted, aa I understand, that, without this pro- 
vision, the treaty could not be terminated, except by Act 
of Congi'ess; but it is said, that, under this provision, no 
such Act is required. It is difficult to understand the 
ground of this distinction ; for there is nothing in this 
provision to take power from Congress and confer it 
upon the Senate alona Point out the words, if they 
exist. They are not there. How, then, can you infer 
them 1 The treaty is to be terminated on notice from 
either party ; and this notice must proceed from the 
same pmoc-r which, in the absence of such provision, 
would be competent to act. The mode of action is differ- 
ent, but the acting power is the same in both cases. 

This treaty may be terminated on notice from " either 
of the contracting parties." In other treaties, having a 
similar provision, other equivalent terms are employed : 
as in the treaty with Greece in 1837, and with Sardinia 
in 1838, where the term " high contracting parties " is 
employed ; the treaty with Hanover in 1840, and with 
the Hanseatie Republics in 1852, where the term " Grov- 
emment of the United States on the one part" is em- 
ployed ; and, again, in the treaty with New Granada in 
1844, where the terra "one of the two Governments" is 
employed. These terms are all identical in meaning ; 
and they signify that the notice in all cases must be 
OM act of the GovemTnent. 

Who, then, for this purpose, is the Government, un- 
der the Constitution of the United States ? Surely, the 
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power tliat can abrogate a treaty, and nothing short of 
this; and this power, we ha^e already seen, is repre- 
sented by an Act of Cor^reas alone. 

The Committee in their report, undertake to set forth 
the difference between treaties which contain no pro- 
vision for their termination and those which do contain 
such provision, as follows. 

" Tlie distinction in the character of the acts, in the one 
class of treaties and in the other, consists in this : that in the 
first class, as in the treaties with France in 1798, they were 
annnlled as to the other party, se invito ; in the second, in 
the case with England, they became null with the assent of 
that power previously given." 

Permit me to say that this does not seem to be a cor- 
rect statement of the difference between the two classes ; 
for in both cases the treaties were annulled contrary to 
the desire of the opposite party ; and it is notorious that 
the pending proceedings to annul the treaty with Den- 
mark are contrary to the desire of that power. Ko, Sir : 
the difference between the two caa^ must be found in 
something else, which seems to me palpable and unmis- 
takable. It is this. 

By the Law of Nations, in the absence of any express 
stipulation, a treaty is of perpetual obligation on both 
parties, — to be abrogated only by a new treaty having 
the assent of both parties, or by the act of one party, al- 
leging bad faith or hostile intent in the other, and on 
this account declaring before the civilized world a re- 
lease from all its obligations. Such an act not only 
operates upon the other party in invitvm, hut it is also 
offenswe in character. But if any express stipulation 
is introduced, authorizing the termination of the treaty 
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on notice from either party, then it may be abrogated in 
conformity to the stipulation, even contrary to the desire 
of the opposite party, without giving cause of offence ; 
and this will be found to be the sole practical distinc- 
tion between the two cases. In both, the same jjower 
must be invoked ; but it acts in different ways. 

The c[uestion in the present case is of importance in 
two aspects : first, as it involves the determination of a 
question of political power under our Constitution; and, 
secondly, as it may affect the interest of private indi- 
viduals. 

In the first aspect, the question would not be un- 
important, constitutionally, if the treaty with Denmark 
were the only one affected by it ; but the frequency of 
the provision in recent treaties adds to its interest. 
Unknown in early days, it makes its first appearance 
as late as 1822 in a treaty with France, and then in 
1826 in this very treaty with Denmark; but it has 
been repeated constantly since. Here is a Hat, now in 
my hand, of no less than forty-six different treaties of 
the United States with thirty-tim different foreign pow- 
ers, in which this provision wiU be found. Among 
these is the important stipulation with Great Britain, 
under which a squadron is kept on the coast of Africa 
for the suppression of the slave-trade ; and you are now 
to determine whether the Senate will assume to itself 
the extraordinary power now claimed over all these 
treaties, or wiU leave it in the hands of Congress. And, 
still further, if this power is assumed by the Senate, 
can it be exercised by a mere majority, or will a vote of 
two thirds be required? How shall this question be 
decided ? This very difficulty of detail helps point to 
the true conclusion. But hei'e is the list. 
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MemwaudvM, of Treaties containing provisioii for their 
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Are you aware. Sir, of the extent to wliicli the ab- 
rogation of thia treaty may affect private interests, and 
therefore directly raise for the judgment of the courts 
the question of the vahdity of your proceeding 1 By 
this treaty Danish ships and cai^oes are put upon the 
footing of those of the most favored nations, and ex- 
empted from discriminating duties ; hut these privileges 
must, of course, cease with the treaty. Now, if a Dan- 
ish vessel should arrive in the coming month at New 
York, from St. Thomas, or at San Prancisco, on her way 
from Manila, as has latterly happened, the question 
would at once be presented, whether the treaty had 
been legally abrogated^ so as to expose the vessel and 
cargo to the discriminating duties and fees ? That I 
may not seem to imagine a case, I call your attention 
to a list of these duties and fees. 

[Here Mr, Sumner went into details wliicll nre omitted. At this 
stage he was interrupted by a ([uestion from a Senator.] 

Mr- Clayton. I wish to aak the Senator, whether, in his 
judgment, supposing the treaty to be abrogated, our Act of 
Congress of 1828 would not authorize the executive depart- 
ment of the Government to admit free of duty any articles 
from Denmark 1 

Mr. Sumner. The Senator is, peihaps, right. The 
President may remit these discriminating duties ; but I 
believe he can do it only after information from Den- 
mark as to her course. He cannot do it ai once; and I 
now refer to these duties simply to show that at this 
moment, while I speak, a practical question may arise 
in our courts, or at our custom-houses, as to the validity 
of the act of abrogation. 
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These things ■will at least make you hesitate before 
you assert a power which is without precedent, and 
which at a former day was disowned in this very case. 
By referring to the published diplomatic correspondence; 
it appears that Mr. Buchanan, when Secretary of State, in 
a letter to our representative at Copenhagen, dated 14th 
October, 1848, twice over rec<^ized this power in Con- 
gress. " Congress may, therefore, at any moment, author- 
ize the President to terminate this convention." Mark, 
Sir, he did not say the Senate, but Congress. And then 
again he says : " It is probable that two years might 
elapse before the existing convention could be termi- 
nated, A3 AN ACT MUST FIRST PASS CONGEESS tO moile 
the Prmdeni to give the required notice, after wliich a year 
rtmst expire le/ore it coidd Be rendered effeetual" ^ It ap- 
pears, also, that the House of Eepresentatives, proceed- 
ing on this understanding, had already initiated a joint 
resolution on this subject, and therefore were in some 
measure seized of it, when the Senate undertook to act 
alone. It seems to me that the course you have com- 
menced should be retraced, and that a joint resolution, 
or Act of Congress, fox the abrc^tion of the treaty, should 
be introduced at once, if it is considered, in the present 
state of negotiations on this question among the Euro- 
pean nations, that the abrogation of the treaty should 
be pressed immediately. 

I desire the opinion of the Senate simply on the 
necessity of present action by joint resolution, — leav- 
ing to another time, or to the Committee, the q^uestion, 
■whether the joint resolution shall be prospective in its 
operation, or retroactive, so as to take advantage of the 
notice already given ? In order to have a decision of 
I ExecuOre Documents, 3Sd CoDg. Ist Sess., tSfiS - 64, No. 108, pp. 10, 43. 
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this single point, I move to strike out all of the resolu- 
tion now pendiEg after the word "Hesolved," and insert 
as follows : — 

" That the Committee on Foreign Eelationa be instructed 
to report a joint resolution of Congress, providing for the 
effectual termination of the convention with Denmark of the 
26th of April, 1826." 

The Etitiject was debated by Mr. Stnart, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Hale, 
Mr. Bayard, Mr. Toombs, Mr. Collamer, Mr. Benjarain, and Mr. 
Crittenden, whan the Senate ai^oumed witliout a vote. It rested 
for a long time, when, on July 22d, while Mr. Sumner was absent 
from tie Senate, disabled by injmies, Mr. Mason moved it again. 
The Senate refused to consider it by a vote of sixteen ayes to twenty 
noes, and from that time it was abajidoned. Since then treaties have 
been abrogated by Act of Congress, and this may be considered the 
established rule. 

The question of the Sound Dues, out of which this debate arose, was 
settled by " friendly negotiation " accorrUn" to the original suggestion 
fM Wbt An rr gm tw mi b th dff t p w rs 
f Eur pe March 14, 1867 pfel gthtalvidbyD It 

anl -am g m tabl lit tl paym t f th fill 
CO d t tl t th t h Id eea Th U ted States, k pt loot 
fr m ttus g t h t b) parat tre ty Ap il 11 ISSr bt. d 

th am mm t by p yi 717 829 n d 11 rs with tl furth 
ec gn tl f th t t3 f 1S23 eeit th 1 th S d 

D 



n t BlL w{ed L di 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



EEPLT TO ASSATIITS ON IIIBBATIOS IN KANSj 



B Senate, as the Report of tee Committee 
s, MARcn 12, 1856. 



The terrible strife which hegan -with the Eaiisaa and Febriuska Bill 
was at its height duiing the winter. Freedom and SlaTery were at 
a death-grapple in the Territfliy. Organized bands proceeded from tho 
South, which were encountered by peaceful emigration from the North. 
The whole eountiy was aroused. South and Morth were in a flame. On 
the one side there was a persistent effort to subject the Territory to 
Slavfliy ; on the other side an equally peisiatent effort to save it to 
Freedom. At this stage, Mr. Douglas, from the Committee Ott Terri- 
tories, presented a very long Report, purporting to be on the affairs of 
KansaE, where eyerything was represented unfaTorably to the North- 
ern emigrants, and especially to the Emigrant Aid Society of Massa- 
chusetts. This Report was read at the desk by its author, a course to 
wMch the Senate was not aeeustomed. Mr. Collamer presented a Mi- 
nority Report, which he read at the desk also. As soon as the reading 
was oyer, Mr. Sumner took the floor and made the following remarks. 

ME, PEESTBENT,— In those two reporbs the whole 
subject 13 presented characteristically on both 
sides. In the report of the majority the true issue is 
smothered ; in that of the minority the true issue stands 
forth as a pillar of fire to guide the country. The first 
proceeds from four Senators ; but against it I fearlessly 
put that report signed by a sii^le Senator [Mr, Collar 
mer], to whom I offer my thanks for this service. Let 
the two go abroad together. Error is harmless, while 
reason is left free to combat it 
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I have no desire to precipitate the debate on this 
important i^uestion, under which the countiy ah-eady 
shakes from side to aide, and which threatens to scatter 
feom its folds civil war. Nor, indeed, am 1 disposed to 
enter upon it, until I have the opportunity of seeing in 
print the elaborate documents which have been read to- 
day. But I cannot allow the subject to pass away, even 
for this hour, without repeUiiig at once, distinctly and 
unec[uivocally, the assault which has been made upon 
the Emigrant Aid Company of Massachusetts. That 
Company has done nothing for which it can be con- 
demned under the laws and Constitution of the land. 
These it has not offended in letter or spirit, — not in 
the slightest letter, nor in the remotest spirit. It is 
true, it has sent men to Kansas ; and had it not a right 
to send them ? It is true, I trust, that its agents love 
Freedom and hate Slavery ; and have they not a right 
to do so ? Their offence has this extent, and no more. 
Sir, to the whole arraignment of that Company, in the 
report of the Committee on Territories, I now for them 
plead, " Not guilty ! " and confidently appeal to the 
country for that honorable acq^uittal which is due to 
their patriot services. 

The outrages in Kansas are vindicated or extenuated 
by the alleged misconduct of tlie Emigrant Aid Com- 
pany. Very weU, Sir ; a bad cause is naturally staked 
on untenaUe ground. You cannot show the miscon- 
duct. Any such aU^ation will fail. And you now 
begin your game with loaded dice, 
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UKION TO SAVE KANSAS, AHD UHIOH TO SATE 
OnESELYES. 

Letter to a New York Committee, ArniL 28. 1856. 



Senate Chamber, April 28, 1856. 

DEAE SIE, — T cannot be at your proposed meeting, 
where are to aaaemble the patriotism, intelligence, 
and wealth of the metropolis ; laut I recognize its im- 
portance, and cry to it God-speed ! 

The work before us is plain. Kansas must be saved 
from a tyrannical usurpation, under which Slavery has 
been forcibly established on Free Soil, This is the 
special object of labor to which we are summoned by 
every consideration of regard for that distant Territory, 
and also by every sentiment of love for our common 
country. But this can be done only by her immediate 
welcome into the Union, tinder her present Constitution, 
as "a Free State, — of course without recognition of the 
usurping Tyranny. Upon this we must insist, as the 
means essential to the end. 

In achieving this result, an incidental good will be 
accomplished, which of itself should impel us to any 
exertion. The Slave Oligarchy has staked its power 
in tlie National Government upon the support of this 
■usurpation. In the madness of its despotism, it has 
selected a position the least tenable of all its assump- 
tions. To dislodge it from this position, and at the 
same time from its disgusting supremacy in the Na- 
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tional Government, will be one and the same -work. 
And all this will be easy to do, if the good people 
of the populous North, foi:getting past differences, will 
hut lully together. Union to save Kansas, aiid Union 
, should be the watchword. 



Beheve me, dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumner. 
E. D. MoHGAN, Esq., Chairman, && 
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THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS: 

TEE APOLOGIES FOE THE CEIME; THE TRUE 
REMEDY. 



;CH IN THE Senate, Mat 19 and 20, 1856. 

Such busy multitadoa I fain would sea 
Stand upon Free Soil witli a people free. 

GoBTHB, Faiisl, Part 11. Act V. 
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On the 17th of March, J856, Mr. Douglas introduced " A Bill to au- 
thorize the People of tie Territory of Kansas to form a Oonatitution 
and State Government, preparatory to their Admission into the Union, 
when they have the requisite Population." SutBequently, Mr. Seward 
moved, by way of substitute, another bill, providing for immediate 
action, and entitled "A BiU for the Admission of the State of Kan- 
sas into the Union." Debate ensued, and was continued by adjourn- 
ment from time to time. In the course of this debate, on the 19th and 
20th of May, Mr. Sumner made the folbwing speech. 

This speech found unexpected andience from an incident which fol- 
lowed its delivery. It beeame a campaign document in the Presiden- 
tial election then at hand, and was circulated by the hundred thousand. 
Besides reprint in newspaiffira, there were large pamphlet editions in 
Washington, New York, Boston, and San Francisco. Editions ap- 
peared in German and Welsh. It wss reprinted in London, m a puh- 
lication by Nassau W. Senior, the emment publicist and economist, 
entitled " AmericMi Slarery ; A Eeprint of an Article on ' Uncle Tom's 
Cabin' in the ' Edinburgh Eeyjew,' and of Mr. Sntoner'a Speech of the 
19th and 20th of May, 1856." 

At the period of its delivery an mtense excitement prevailed through- 
out the country. At the North there was a deep sense of wrong, with 
indignation at the pretensions of the Slave Power, yearning for a voice 
in Congress that should speak out the general sentiment. These influ- 
ences reached Mr. Sumner before he spoke, in numerous letters. 

Hon. Wilham Jay, of New York, the able and eminent Abolitionist, 
being on the point of sailing for Europe, wrote thus i — 

" It is with heavy forebodings in regard to Kansas that I leave the coun- 
try. I have long been convinced that the great obstacle to the cause of 
human rights and the ultimate prosperity and freedom of our native land 
is the corruption of the moral sense of our nation. We are very religious 
as a people, so far as religion Is convenient, and consistent with monBy..get- 
ting, office, and power i but so far as it Interferes with those pursuits, wa 
are a nation of infidels. To me it seems the Democratic party is ntteriy 
and ostentatiously profligate, the unblushing adrocates of human slavery 
and piratical warfare, the most God-defylng party which ever cursed our 
country. As to Slavery, the Church is eierting a most cormpthig iiiflu- 
euca. Our cotton parsons preach to please the rich pew-holders, and are 
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becoming more ai,d mc^o bold in defending Slavery, while keem 

wfttoh and ward over the press of the Tract Soelety as the guardian of 
hnman bondage, and decent oien are not ashamed to give their hands to this 
Bhamelesa renegade, this reproach to Christianity. The yiolenoe, insolence, 
oraelty, and injustice springing from Slavery are gradnally drifthig into 
aoarcliy, — and anarchy leads first to civil war, and Hieo to militarv nsur- 
pation. ' 

■' But doty is onra, and events belong to Providence. I think all honest 
wen must now be convinced timt nothing is gained to Freedom by compro- 
mises. Had Webster been a true man, there would have been no tronble 
abont Kansas. I never see his portrait or bnst without a shudder. I am 
for bold deeds and bold laogunce. 

' Fear adniiltetl Into public eouncile 
Betrays Uhs treason.' 

" May God direct and bless yoQ ! " 

Anotter friend wrote from Massacliusetta as follows. 

" Pardon me for the expressioB of an earnest wish to hear from you soon 

on the Kansas Freedom Qnestlon. Howevei' ably and others have 

treated it, and they liave done noble things, I am persuaded liiat you can 
impress the public mind with the magnitude of the momentous issue more 
than any other man. 

" Excuse me again tbr suggesting, that, as Douglas charges as a reason or 
pretence, for calling the Freedom party ' Black Republicans,' because' as 
he says, their^latform aJl relates to ' the Jliggar Question,' it may witli the 
greatest force be retorted, that flie party in power should justly be named 
Black Democrats, because their whole foreign and domestic policy is dic- 
tated by the siavebolding oligarchy, and basely surrender every olher 
interest of the country to it, if it interfere. 

" Especially, I know that it would exceedingly gratify the friends of 
Freedom, if the arrogance and bnllyism of Douglas could be signallv re- 
buked, and his fiiithlessness to the honor and welfare of his UEtive land be 
conspicuously exhibited." 

Eli Thayer, of Woreeater, who, more than any other person, was 
anthor of the system of eroigiation which was redeeming Kansaa, ad- 
dressed Mr. Sumner as follows, under date of May 8, 

"lam happy to learn that you intond to spealt nest Monday. In my 
judgment that speech has a very importEnt mission to perform, and I re- 
joice that it is soon to be before the people. But there will be gnashing of 
teeth among the defenders of Slavery, Be prepared, therefore, for the 
woi^t of their endeavors. 

" Your shafts wiU fall among them as did those of the far-shooting god 
among the Greeks befbra the walla of Troy, when he punished them for 
enslaving tbe daughter of his priest: — 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 129 

AftD-fi Si ii\ayy^ lineT ipyvpioio 0ioh. 

" My fiieiid Mr. Williams will be present to huac yon. I envy iiim tlio 

" May good fortune attend you ! " 

Dr. Le Baron Kussell, of Boston, an actire member of tte Emigra- 
tion Society, wrote, nnder date of May 11; — • 

" We have had enough of truckling in Northern men. It is time for as 
to show that we mean to submit to the Southern bravado no longer. I have 
always felt humiliated by the tone one men have token in Congress, jlald- 
hig everything, and never daring to assert their rights or to exeroise their 
tme power to crush these fellows into submission." 

Sach was the prompting under which Mr. Sttumer spoke, while the 
whole country watched the detiate. The response to the speech vaa in 
harmony with the prompting. 

The correspondent of the Nem York Tribune thus by telegraph de- 
scribed the apeeoh immediately after its delivery : — - 

" Senator Snmnar's Kansas speech is the most masterly, sldking, and 
scathing production of the session. The galleries were crowded with 
intellect, beauty, and fashion, and the anterooms were also thronged. 
His excoriaUon of Douglas was scornfiilly withering and scorching He 
designated Senator Butler as the Don Qnixote of Slavery, and Douglas as 
its Sancho Panza. Mr. Sumner never before made such an impressiim in 
force, manner, and emphatic style. He was animated and glowing thi'ough- 
out, hurling defiance among the opposition, and bravely denouncing the 
Kansas swindle from first to last Some passages quite electrified the 
Chamber, and gave a new conception of the man. Finer effect has rarely 
been prodooed." 



" It may be rash to publish in Missouri a just estimate of the abilities of 
an Abolitionist. Sectional opinion demands caricatures, and not portraits. 
It views the leadhig men of the other section through the medium of its 
fear, its liatred, or its contempt, and can recogniie no lilteness, unless the 
features are distorted and the canvas is darkened, unless the countenance is 
wiclted'and the figure hideous. 

" Sumner had an aadience calcolated to arouse all his faculties, and to 
remind him that his posiMon was in many respects similar to that of Burke, 
when he impeached Warren Hastings. His brother Senators were mostly 
in their seats, — hy no means a common occurrence. The lobbies were 
crowded with the great outside politicians, of whom Senators and Members 
ore frequently the instroments, who originate and guide political m 



H«,db,Googlc 



130 THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 

by meana of the presa, Francis P. Blair, and Thurlow Weed, and Eobert J. 
Wailier, and bevies of Southern delegates to tlie Cincinnati Oonvention were 
there ; and the young orators of the House were also there, — Stephens, the 
koflneat blade in the Proalarery ranks, lookhig as if his face was the battle- 
graond of boyhood and old age, and Keitt, measuring himself Eiieiitl j with 
Sumner, and dottbtteas thinking that the speeoh to which ha was liatenlng 
80 attentively was like a Burmese idol, a monster covered with jewels. The 
ladies' )!oHerj- was orowdfld to exoesa, and tlie fair ones overflowed into the 
at«evoora of the Senate. The letter-writers in double fileoooupied theirown 
gallery (for which their best thanks are duo to John P. Hale|, and passed 
upon the speech aa it gradunlly came iotOi. The people in compact mass 
occupied the background. 

" That Samnor displayed great ability, and showed that in oratorical 
talent he was no unworthy successor of Adorns, Webstar, and Everett, no 
one who heard him will deny. In Tigoc and riohiioss of diction, in felici- 
ty and fflcondlty of illustration, in breadth and completeness of view, he 
stands unsurpassed. He laid the classics, the Gothic mythology, the im- 
aginative literature of Europe, and the Bible nnder tribute for imagery or 
quotation. That he had the great speech of Cioei-o and the greater speech 
of Burke in his mind's eye, there can be no doubt. 

" In his reply to Cass, Douglas, and Mason, who stung him into exoite- 
meot, he was more successfbl thnu at any other time. The collision 
knocked fire from him; and well it might, for he was abused and insulted 
as groasl man Id b b 1 re 1' d snocesisfully to the un- 

measured pera D g toe ■atio and withermg hau- 

teur of M so 

Theab re 
S. Thay afte 
descripti 

" iher p m g all m jnd^ea as to the unes- 

ampled feast of eloquence which has been eiyoyed in the Senate for the past 
two days, from the lips of Senator Sumner. In a speech of five hours in 
length, he has exhibited the most signal combination of oratorical splendors 
whioli, in the opinion of a veteran Senator, has ever been witnessed in that 
Hall. Indeed, for the union of clear statement, close and well-put reason- 
ing, piquant personality and satire, freighted with a wealth of learned and 
apposite illnstTBtions, every one of which was subsidiary to the miun pur- 
pose of the argument, it may safely challenge comparison witlv the great 
speeches of Burke, to whom the Massachusetts Senator, in the ripened vigor 
of his Bbilities, and in his varied accomplishments, bears no small similitude. 
.... But Mr. Snmner was more fortunate than Bnrke in drawing and de- 

tidning his audience From the beginning to the end of each session, 

not only were the galleries thronged to their utmost ccpaoities with ladies 
and gentleman, but all the doorways were completely blocked up with lis- 
teners who hung in bi'ealbloss suspense upon his eloquence. It seemed 



H«,db,Googlc 



THE CEIME AGAINST KANSAS. 131 

Hven Hs if the members of the other llouae had adjourned to crowd the 
lobbies of the Senate. No such scene has been witnessed since the days 
of Webster." 

A writer in. the Libero,lor thus recorded his impressions on reading 
the speech ; — 

" Never, I think, from anything did I receive an impression of greater 
power and grandeur, [t came over me like the soand of many waters. I 
laid down the papc, and still there seemed to press around me a solemn, 
majestic anthem from a mighty oi^an. I can almost imagine that aroimd 
that sick-bed the invisible angels gather, and that on that bruised and 
mangled head the rays of a divine halo gleam between the blossoms of an 
imperishable wreath." 



I say that Massachusetts may well be 
id of her son. She owes him a. debt which she can never fitly discharge. 
1 would avoid estimating him loo highly; but it seems to me that it may be 
said without extravagance, that to much of the firmly knit strength and 
imaaaailable logic of a Webster he unites all the Hre and fervor of an Otis, 
with the grace and classic elegance of an Everett. But underlying, intar- 
penetrating, and informing all this brilliancy of genius is the earnest phil- 
anthropy of the man, — a philanthropy which gives an effect lo all his pro- 
ductions, which the cold-blooded politician, or statesman, even, can never 
hope to attain. His words go straight to the popular heart, and Und there 
an earnest and immediate response." 

The Eev. Gilhert Haven, in a published sermon at Westlield, Massa- 
chusetts, spoke thus : — 

" Read the great speech which esoltad such mge, and won for its anthor 
the crown of a martyr. For, before he uttered a word, ho knew its prabahia 
effscti he measured the danger before he struck the blow. But three or 
four in all history are its equals in beauty and strength of thought and lan- 
guage, — Demosthenes against the Pbilipiaing Douglas of Athens, the keen, 
ready, insolent tool of her tyrants, — Cicero against the Atchison Catiline 
iif the Roman Bepubllc, — Bnrke against the wholesale enslaver of India, 
HaBtings, — Webster against the South Carolinioji tradueer of Freedom and 
its fiuits! -with these four, this stands, and will always stand, equal to the 
highest in all the literary qualities of an oration, higher than the highest in 
the sweep of his theme, — the preservation of the liberty, culture, and re- 
ligion of a groat Christian nation." 

The tesMmony of the press was followed by that of correspondents, 
who vied in grateful felicitations. Of these a few examples ol'e given. 
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John Or. "Wliittier, the poet, wrote : — 

" I have (end and re-read thy speech, and I look upon it aa thy hest. A 
grand and terrible philippic, worthy of the great occasion! the severe and 
awfnl truth which the sharp agony of the national crisis daioanded. It is 
enough for immortality. So far as thy own repntation is concBmad, noth- 
ing more ia needed. But this is of small imporlanoe. We cannot see ns 
yet the entire results of that speech, but ererything now mdicates that ii 
has nosed Ihe cim«irj-" 

Joseph E. Worcester, the distinguished kxieographer, wrote : — 

" I take my pen in hand W express to you — shall I say my sympathy or 
congratulation, or something of both, for the scene through which you have 
recently passed? No one would wish to he the victim of 'border.ruffianism,• 
wbich has broken out in so disgmeeful a manner at Washington! yet I am 
happy to be able to congratulate yoa on standing so honorably as you do 
in relation to this affair before the public, and that soch public feeling is 
manifested in relation to the transaction. I cannot bnt hope that the recent 
ocourvence will have a powerful influence in advancing the good cause 
which yon have sc zealously and ably defended," 

The Count Gnrowski wrote from New York : — 

" That is grand and beautiful, what you nttered again, and hmled ngnin't 
traitors, — grand and beaullfnl in thought (der Idee), which is principal with 
an old German pupil, bnt not less so in form, for which likewise I have 
appreciation. I wish I could find new words to ooramunicate to you the 
Impression full of charm and joy, reading yonr speech this morning. Tou 
still ascend in higher regions with every one of your oratorical etToits." 

George P. Putnam, of New York, the eminent publisher, wrote : — 

" May so small an item as myself, among the millions who are electrified 
by this bold and masterly exposition of the great curse of the land, be per- 
mitted to join in the expression of hearty admiration of the consummate 
ability and unflinching fearlessness of the man who thus stands up in the 
frontranksof the battle for Freedom and Hnmanltyl 

■' Be assured, dear Sir, that you have gained a great many repenting ain- 
nere iVom the ranks of the timid cotton-bound apologia of Southern tyr- 
anny. Scarcely a man of intelligence and standing within my rniiKC of 
observation will now hesitate to indorse heartily yonr position on this ques- 
tion, which was so recently hi advance of the ago. ' Thei'o is a good time 
coming.' " 

Simeon Draper, of New York, active aiid eminent as a political 
leader, wrote : — 

" I sincerely regret that yon have ri 
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the truth. In this gi-eat city of money-worehlppcrs, thank God, there are 
none to defend this act of cowardice and meanness. Your surteringB may 
be great and even prolonged by this sooundreliam, but tlie Ufe of Sluvtiy iirUl 
be mucA ahoriened." 

Caaaina M. Clay, of Kentucky, fiimous for hia early and constant 
waifare with Slavery, afterwards Minister of the United States at 
Petersburg, wrof«: — ■ 

" I think ycrnr apeeeh is far the best one delivered this session, and will 
cont^ upon you immortaiity as a parliamentary debater, — not merely a 
' maker of addresses,' as your enemies would have it. I think it will 
stand right alongside with Webster's reply to Hayne on the Foot resolution, 
which was his greatest effort in my judgment, and will be considered equal 
to it m apt classical allusion, strength of argument, bitter irony, and lofty 
patriotism. Perhaps the only drawback in the comparison is the atndied 
arrangement of your speaoh, which, although assisting the memory in the 
public mind, savors too much of the pulpit, and ' smells too much of the 
lamp.' My dear Sir, I have said thus much of your speech because 1 think 
every orator would like to bear a candid criticism from any source, however 
bumble. 

re effective 

George W. Onrtis, of Few York, the elegant writ«r and speaker, 
wrote to George Sumner ; — 

" While the whole fraa country is testifying its respect for the statesman, 
and its honor for the brave defender of the only great cause in human poli- 
tics, it is H privilege npon wiiioh I congratulate myself, that I may send my 
love to your brother. 

" Tell him that those of us whose pursuits are not political postpone them 
to the commanding interest of the time, and stand ready to prove onr sym- 
pathy. 

"I am writing an oration, to be delivered before the societies of the Wes- 
leyan University at Middletown, Connecticut, — unfortunately not until 
Angust 1 my theme is naturally the duty of the American scholar to poli- 
tics ; and as I remember the scholar John Milton, who was the great orator 
of Liberty in those days, I shall not forget, nor allow my audience to forget, 
the scholar who in later days — these very summer months, that will not 
then have passed by — stood in the same way, splendid, not only by the 
glory of his cause, but by the powers he consecrated to it, and by the 
wrongs he suffered for it." 



We will stand by you in 
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" If ynn had been killed, no man could desire a nobler epitapli tlian your 
speech; and you will live to aay again, in many a form, and on many n fit 
oooasion, the stinging home truth? to which no reply could be found but 

Edwin P. Whipple, of Boston, admired as a writer, wrote with the 
warmth of personal friendship : ^ 

" Yon haie been oonatantly in my mind and heart Einea the attempt at 
yonr ussassmation, and I must tell you how much I Bympathize with the 
sentiments of your speech, bow 1 glory in its genius, and how impassible it 
is for me ta find words to express my rage and abhorrence in regard to the 
outrage that followed it. I onnnot aooount for the course of Senator Butler, 
and of Sontli Carolina, escapt on the supposition, that, fearhij; certain cliaiv 
itaWo persons might think you were too sarere in your comments on Hiero, 
they hastened to prove they ware worse than it had ever entered your im- 
agination to conceive Sbeat to be. 

" Your speech is more than a speech ; it is an event. It would have 
been an event, had not your opponents answered it in the only way they 
ware capable of answering it It is mnch more so now. But your position, 
though more glorious tlian that of any other living man, has great responsi- 
bilities attached tt> it." 

Chauneey Clark, an earnest conBtituent, of Northampton, Mass., 

" I have oareftilly read yonr speech ; I have read the conclnduig retort, 
which some of yonr friends wish had not been made j and I most fervently 
tliant God for enabling jon to sayjnst what you said, and to say it hi the 
very manner you did. And, Sir, you may well thank God, too. It required 
no ordinary power. It was not the worli of a day nor of a night, nor of suc- 
cessive nights with lamps ond ' nigger boys.' Douglas knows little of the 
reqnisites necessary for bringing up througli this crooked world, and estab- 
lishing the heart and mind, ill such a place as the Senate Chamber, of an 
Unfit mm. 

" Had not God separated you early in life, and guided and guarded and 
instructed you through many years, with special reference to this very exi- 
gency, that concentration of clear and just conception, of indignant hatred 
of tyranny, and of confidence in the final trinmpii of justice, could not have 
been called up at pleasure by you, merely to grace a speech," 

Rev. Franoia Wayland, of Providence, the able author of works on 
Moral Pliilosophy and Political Economy, wrate : — 

" I will not aay that I, the whole nation, or the free portion of it, sympa- 
thise with you, — and, what is far better, I believe tham to be solemnly 
moved. At Isast I have seen nothing like It before. With us the wave has 
reached an elevation which it never before touched. Our ablest best, and 
most influential men, men who have been highly conservative, as it is 
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called, have mnde up their minds on this subject. They Ere calm, con- 
ga back 

" I thank j-ou ibr j-oijf speech, aa I do for all the others jon have sent me. 
I hope you will dehvec many snch, and I think you will do it henceforth 
without peril. Do not, however, go out, ot nse your mind actively, until 
you are perfectly well." 

Rev. Convers Francis, of Harrard UniTersity, wrote: — 
" I remember you Iflld me last November, just before your departure for 
Washington, that you were looking forward to fearfUl trials In the approach- 
ing session, iiut that the paCli of duty was plain before you, and that you 
should walk tJiereln. Nobly, most nobly, have you redeemed that pledge- 
But the apprehension with which the first part of your remark lilled me at 
the time inoinded nothing like this scene of marderous guilt. How conld 
it ? How could any one, who had not measured all the length and breadth 
of elaveholding depravity, as 1 had not, have brought such a thing within 
the range of imagination or prophecy? " 

Thomas Sherwin, Head Master of the Boston High School, wrote : — 
" To-day we have had a public Declamation, and in the preparation my 
chief difficulty was to determine how many lads should be allowed to make 
selecfiona fi'om your speech. 1 send you a piograrame, from which you will 
see that there is a good sprinkling of the true spirit. To yon, intrasted 
with the momentous interests of our whole oonntry, not to say those of the 
world, these boyish afiairs may seem triiling." 

Dr. Joseph Sargent, the eminent surgeon, of Worcester, wrote : — 
" You have not sfdd one word that we would have unsaid; and when yon 
shall have opportunity again to speak those words of truth which are words 
otfite, we only wish to be at hand to take tlie blows ourselves, while yon 
shaJl have the glory of having aroused a nation as it has not been aroused 
before, since the days which preceded the Bevolutioii. Shame on the conn- 
try which Deeded snob a wrong to move it t« the right! " 

Mrs. Lydia Maria ChUd wrofe thus ; — 

"My chief motive in writing is to thank yon ftir your magnificent speech, 
which met the reqiiiremenia of the time with so much intellectual strength 
and moral heroism. Some 'patriots' called it ' Un-American.' It recalled 
to my mind the words of Aristophanes : — 

" ' Sparta shall And 
An fiojKJi chronicler, though Fear may try 
The prize with Truth. Yes, I have fears, and those 
In no small brood. I know the people well. 
Their temper's edge and hamor. Boss some tongue 
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Link cunning commendation with their own 
And country's niune? Tboirjoy o'erflows the m 
It mattara not the praise tie wrong, nor that 
Their freedom pays the tiolding of Uieir ears.' 



there was any gi-onnd for such 11 ga I v persons hive itrongei 

aversion to harah epithets an ra tn tion than I have bnt I 

confess I could find nothing in as h whioli oflei ded eithei 

!ny taste or my judgment. Y Sta and individuals merely as 

the representatives of that eve ro gS Power, whooe chaiacter 

Istlo artifloe, arrogance, and d po m ssary for you to portray 
iu connection with the subject 

These testimonies, which reveal the feelings of the time mij,ht be 
multiplied indefinitely. The "sequel," to which Mr. Clayiefeii and 
to which aUusion is made by other correspondents, will be toui d at thi, 
end of the speech in an Appendix. 
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SPEECH. 



MR PEESIDENT, — You are now called to re- 
dress a great wrong. Seldom in the history of 
nations is siicli a question presented. Tariffs, army 
bills, navy bills, land bills, are important, and justly 
occupy your care; but these all belong to the course 
of ordinary legislation. Aa means and instruments on- 
ly, they are necessarily subordinate to the conservation 
of Government itself. Grant them or deny them, in 
greater or less degree, and you inflict no shock. The 
machinery of Government continues to move. The 
State does not cease to exist. I^ar otherwise is it with 
the eminent question now before you, involving, as it 
does, liberty in a broad Territory, and also involving 
the peace of the whole country, with our good name in 
history forevermore. 

Take down your map^ Sir, and you will find that the 
Territory of Kansas, more than any other reunion oecu 
pies the middle spot of North America, equally distant 
from the Atlantic on the east and the Pacitic on the 
west, from the frozen waters of Hudson's Pi> on the 
north and the tepid Gulf Stream on the south — con 
atituting the precise geographical centre of the whole 
vast Continent. To such advantages of situation, on 
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the very highway hetween two oceans, are added a, soil 
of unsurpassed richness, and a fascinating, undulating 
beauty of surface, with a health^viug climate, calcu- 
lated to nurture a powerful and generous people, wor- 
thy to be a central pivot of American institutions. A 
few short months have hardly passed since this spacious 
mediterranean country was open only to the savage, 
who ran wild in its woods and prairies ; and now it has' 
drawn to its bosom a population of freemen lai^er than 
Athens crowded within her historic gates, when her 
sons, under Miltiades, won liberty for mankind on the 
field of Marathon, — more than Sparfa contained, when 
she ruled Greece, and sent forth her devoted children, 
quickened by a mother's benediction, to return with 
their shields or on them, — more than Rome gathered 
on her seven hills, when, under her kings, she com- 
menced that sovereign sway which afterwards embraced 
the whole earth, — more than London held, when, on 
the fields of Cr^cy and Agincourt, the Enghsh ban- 
ner was home victorious over the chivalrous hosts of 
Trance. 

A^nst this Territory, thus fortunate in position and 
population, a Crime has been committed^ which is with- 
put example in the records of the Past. Not in plun- 
dered provinces or in the cruelties of selfish governors 
will you find its parallel ; and yet there is an ancient 
instance which may show at least the path of justice. 
In the terrible impeachment by which the Eoman Ora- 
tor has blasted through all time the name of Verres, 
charges were, that he had carried away productions of 
Art, and had violated the sacred shrines. , But, amidst 
charges of robbery and sacrilege, the enormity which 
most aroused the ind^ant voice of his accuser, and 
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■which still stands forth with strongest distinctness, 
arousing the sympathetic indignation of all who read 
the story, was, that away in Sicily he had scoui^ed a 
citizen of Eome, — that the cry, "I am a Eoman citi- 
zen," had been interposed in vain against the lash of the 
tyrant governor. It was in the presence of the Eoman 
Senate tliat this arraignment proceeded, — in a temple 
of the Forum, — amidst crowds such as no orator had 
ever before drawn together, thronging the porticos and 
colonnades, even clingii^ to the house-tops and neigh- 
boring slopes, and under the anxious gaze of witnesses 
summoned from the scene of crime. But an audience^ 
grander far, of higher dignity, of more various people, 
and of wider intelligence, — the countless multitude oj 
succeeding generations, in every land where eloquence 
has been studied, or where the Eoman name has been 
recognized, — has listened to the accusation, and throbbed 
with condemnation of the criminal, r Sir, speakii^ in 
an age of light, and in a land of constitutional liberty, 
where the safeguards of elections are justly placed among 
the highest triumphs of civilization, I fearlessly assert 
that the wrongs of much-abuaed Sicily, thus memorable 
in history, were small by the side of the wrongs'of Elan- 
sas, where the very shrines of popular institutions, more 
sacred than any heathen altar, are desecrated, t— where 
the ballot-box, more precious than any work in ivory 
or marble from the cunning hand of Art, is plundered, 
— and where the cry, " I am an American citizen," is 
interposed in vain against outr^e of every kind, even 
upon life itself. Are you against robbery ? I bold it 
up to your scorn. Are you against sacrilege ? >I pre- 
sent it for your execration. Are you for the protection 
of American citizens ? I show you how their -dearest 
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rights are cloven down, -wliile a Tyrannical Usurpation 
seeks to install itself on their very necks ! 

The wickedness which I now begin to expose is im- 
measuiably ^gravated by the motive which prompted 
it. Not in any common lust for power did this uncom- 
mon tr^edy have its or^n. It is the rape of a vii^in 
Territory, compellii^ it to the hateful embrace of Slav- 
ery ; * and it may be clearly traced to a depraved desire 
for a new Slave State, hideous offspring of such a crime, 
in the hope of adding to the power of Slavery in, the 
National Government. Yes, Sir, when the whole world, 
alike Christian and Turk, is rising up to condemn this 
wrong, making it a hissing to the nations, here in our 
Eepuhlic,/orce— ay. Sir, POECE —is openly employed 
in compelling Kansas to this pollution, and all for the 
sake of political power. There is the simple fact, which 
you will vainly attempt to deny, but which in itself pre- 
sents an essential wickedness that makes other pubhc 
crimes seem hke public virtues. 

This enormity, vast beyond comparison, swells to di- 
mensions of crime which the imagination toils in vain 
to grasp, when it is understood that for this purpose 
are hazarded the horrors of intestine feud, not only in 
this distant Territory, but everywhere throughout the 
country. The muster has begun. The strife is no longer 
local, but national. Even now, while I speak, poiients 
lower in the horizon, threatening to darken the land, 

I This illnstration, deemed necessary to expose the hateful violence to a 
beautiful region for the sake of Slavery, was denounced by Mr. Cass, In the 
Senate, while Mr, Sumner was absent, as " an unpatriotic metaphor^', and 
the critical Senator added: "I believe that hundreds of thonsanda of copies 
of that production which contains this passage, and many others equally 
objectionable, were sent through the country during the last PreBidential 
election," — Congressional Globe, Sith Cong. 3d Sess., p. 00, December 11, 
1658. 
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wliich already palpitates with the mutterings of civil 
■war. The fury of the propagandists, and the calm de- 
termination of their opponents, are diffused from the 
distant Territory over wide-spread communities, and the 
whole country, in, all its extent, marshalling hostile di- 
visions,' and foreshadowing a eoniiict which, unless hap- 
pily averted by the triumph of Freedom, wiU become 
war, — fratricidal, parricidal war, — with an accumulat- 
ed wickedness beyond that of any war in human annals, 
justly provoking the avenging judgment of Providence 
and the avenging pen of History, and constituting a 
strife such as was pictured by the Roman historian, 
more tlian foreign, more than social, more than civil, 
being something compounded of all these, and in itself 
more than war, — " sed potius commune quoddam ex om- 
nibus, 6t fills quaini' helium'' ^ 

Such is the Crime which you are to judge. The 
criminal also must be dr^ged into day, that you may 
see and measure the power by which all this wrong is 
sustained. From no common source could it proceed. 
In its perpetration wa,s needed a spirit of vaulting am- 
bition which would hesitate at nothing ; a hardii(iood of 
purpose insensible tofche judgment of mankind;' a mad- 
ness for Slavery, in spite of Constitution, laws, and all 
the great examples of our history ;' also a consciousness 
of power such as comes from the habit of power ; a com- 
bination of energies found only m a hundred arms di- 
rected by a hundred eyes ; a control of Public Opinion 
throvigh venal pens and a prostituted pi ess , an ability 
e crowds in every vocation ot hfe, — the pol- 
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iticiaii with his local importance, the lawyer with hia 
subtle tongue, and even the authority of the judge on the 
bench, — with a familiar use of men in places high and 
low, 90 that none, from the President to the lowest bor- 
der postmaster, should dechne to be its tool : all these 
things, and more, were needed, and they were found in 
the Slave Power of our Eepubhc There, Sir, stands the 
criminal, all unmasked before you, heartless, grasping, 
and tyrannical, with an audacity beyond that of VeiTes, 
a subtlety beyond that of Machiavel, a meanness beyond 
that of Bacon, and an ability beyond that of Hastings. 
Justice to Kansas can be secured only by the prostration 
of this influence : for this is the Power behind — greater 
than any President — which succors and sustains the 
Crime. If ay, the proceedings I now arraign derive their 
fearful consequence only from this connection. 

In opening this great matter, I am not insensible to 
the austere demands of the occasion; but'the depend- 
ence of the Crime against Kansas upon the Slave Power 
is so peculiar and important that I trust to be pardoned 
wlnle I impress it by an iEustration which to some may 
seem trivial. It is I'elated in Northern Mythology, that 
the God of Force, visiting an enchanted region, was 
challenged by his royal entertainer to what seemed a 
humble feat of strength, — merely, Sir, to lift a cat from 
the ground. The god smiled at the challenge, and, 
calmly placing his hand under the beUy of the animal, 
with superhuman strength strove, while the back of the 
feHne monster arched far upwards, even beyond reach, 
and one paw actually forsook the earth, when at last the 
discomfited divinity desisted ; but he was little surprised 
at his defeat, when he learned that this creature, which 
seemed to be a cat, and nothing more, was not merely 
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a cat, iDut that it belonged to and was part of the great 
Terrestrial Serpent which in its innumerable folds en- 
circled the whole globe, J Even so the creature whose 
paws are now fastened jlpon Kansas, whatever it may 
seem to be, constitutes in reality part of the Slave Pow- 
er, which, with loathsome folds, is now coiled about the 
whole land. Thus do I exhibit the extent of the pres- 
ent contest, where we encounter not merely local re- 
sistance, but also the unconquered sustaining arm be- 
hind. But from the vastness of the Crime attempted, 
with all its woe and shame, I derive well-founded assur- 
ance of commensurate effort by the aroused masses of 
the country, determined not only to vindicate R^ht 
gainst Wrong, but to redeem the Eepublic from the 
thraldom of that Oligarchy which prompts, directs, and 
concentrates the distant wrong. 

Such is the Crime and such the criminal which it is 
my duty to expose ; and, by the blessing of God, this du- 
ty shall be done completely to the end. But this will 
not be enough. The Apologies which, with strange har- 
diliood, are offered for the Crime must be torn away, so 
that it shall stand forth without a single rag or %-leaf to 
cover its vileness. And, finally, the Trae Remedy must 
be shown. The subject is complex in relations, as it is 
transcendent in import:ance ; and yet, if I am honored 
by yoiu- attention, I hope to present it clearly in all its 
parts, while I conduct you to the inevitable conclusion 
that Kansas must be admitted at once, with her pres- 
ent Constitution, as a State of this Union, and give a 
new star to the blue field of our National ¥\.»g. And 
here I derive satisfaction from the thought, that the 
cause is so strong in itself as to bear even the infirmities 
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of its advocates ; nor can it require anything beyond 
that simplicity of treatment and moderation of manner 
which I desire to cultivate. Its tme character is anch, 
that, lilre Hercules, it will conquer just so soon as it is 
recognized. 

My task will be divided under three different heads : 
first, THE Crime against Kansas, in its origin and ex- 
tent; secondly, the Apologies eor the Crime; and, 
I, THE True Eemedy. 



Before entering upon the ai^ument, il miist say some- 
thing of a general character, particularly in response to 
what has fallen from Senators who have raised them- 
selves to eminence on tliis floor in championship of hu- 
man wrong : I mean the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Butler] and the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doug- 
las], who, though unlike as Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza, yet, like this couple, aaUy forth together in the 
same adventure. I r^ret much to miss the elder Sen- 
ator from his seat ; but the cause again.st which he has 
run, a tilt, with such ebullition of animosity, demands 
that the opportunity of exposing him should not be lost ; 
and it is for the cause that I speak, Tlie Senator from 
South Carolina has read many books of chivalry, and 
believes himself a chivalrous knight, with sentiments of 
honor and courage. Of course he has chosen a misti-ess 
to whom he has made his vows, and who, though ugly 
to others, is always lovely to him, — though polluted in 
the sight of the world, is chaste in his sight : I mean the 
harlot Slavery. For her his tongue is always profuse 
in words. Let her be impeached in character, or any 
proposition be made to shut her out from the extension 
of her wantonness, and no extravi^nee of manner or 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE CEIME AGAINST KANSAS. 145 

hardihood of assertion ia then too great for this Senator. 
The frenzy of Don Quixote ia behalf of his wench Dul- 
cinfea del Toboao is all surpassed. The asserted righta 
of Slavery", which shock equality of all kinds, are cloaked 
by a fantastic claim of equality. If the Slave States can- 
not enjoy what, in mocliery of the great fathers of the 
Republic, he misnames Equality under tlie Constitu- 
tion, — in other words, the full power in the National 
Territories to compel fellow-men to unpaid toil, to sep- 
arate husband and wife, and to sell little children at 
the auction-block, — then. Sir, the ehivalric Senator will 
conduct the State of South Carolina out of the Union I 
Heroic knight I Exalted Senator! A second Moses 
(jome for a second exodus! . 

Ifofc content with this poor menace, which we have 
been twice told was " measured," the Senator, in the un- 
resti'ained chivalry of his nature, has undertaken to apply 
opprobrious words to those who ditfer from him on this 
floor. He calls them " sectioned and fanatical " ; and 
resistance to the Usurpation of Kansas he denounces as 
'■ an uncalculating fanaticism." To be sure, these charges 
lack aU grace of originality and all sentiment of truth ; 
hut the adventurous Senator does not hesitate. He is 
the uncompromising, unblushing representative on thia 
iloor of a flagrant sectionalism, now domineering over 
the Itepublic, — and yet, with a ludicrous ignorance of 
his own position, unable to see himself as othera see him, 
or with an effrontery which even his white head ought 
not to protect from rebuke, he applies to tliose here who 
resist his sectionalism the very epithet which designates 
liimsell The men who strive to bring back the GoverEi- 
ment to its original policy, when Freedom and not Sla- 
very was national, while Slavery and not Freedom was 
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sectional, he arrays as sectional. This will not do. It 
involves too great a perversion of terms. I teU. that 
Senator that it is to himself, and to the "organization" 
of which he is the " committed advocate " that this epi- 
thet belongs. I now fasten it upon them. For myself, 
I care little for names ; but, since the CLuestion is raised 
here, I affirm that the liepuhhcan party of the Union is 
in no just sense sectional, but, more than any other party, 
national, — and that it now goes forth to dislodge from 
the high places that tyrannical sectionalism of which 
the Senator from South Cai-olina is one of the maddest 
zealots. 

To the charge of fanaticism I also reply. Sir, fanat- 
icism is found in an enthusiasm or exaggeration of 
opinion, particularly on religious subjects ; but there 
may be fanaticism for evil as well as for good. Now I 
will not deny that there are persons among us loving 
Liberty too well for personal good in a selfish genera- 
tion. Such there may be ; and, for the sake of their 
example, would that there were more 1 In calling them 
" fanatics," you cast contumely upon the noble army of 
martyrs, from the earliest day down to this hour, — upon 
the great tribunes of human rights, by whom life, liberty, 
and happiness on eartli have b^en secured,— upon the 
long line of devoted patriots, who, throughout history, 
have truly loved their country, — and upon all who, in 
noble aspiration for the general good, and in foigetful- 
ness of self, have stood out before their age, and gathered 
into their generous bosoms the shafts of tyranny and 
wrong, in order to .make a pathway for Truth ; — you dis- 
credit Luther, when alone he naUed his articles to the 
door of the church at Wittenberg, and then to the im- 
perial demand that he should retract firmly rephed. 
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" Here I stand ; I cannot do otherwise, so help me God I " 
you discredit Hampdeiij when alone he refused to pay 
the few shillings of ship money, and shook the throne of 
Charles the First; you discredit Milton, when, amidst 
the corruptions of a heartless court, he lived on, the lofty 
friend of Liberty, above question or suspicion ; you dis- 
credit Russell and Sidney, -when, for the sake of country, 
they calmly turned from family and friends, to tread the 
steps of the scaffold ; you discredit those early founders 
of American institutions, who preferred the hardships of 
a wilderness, surrounded by a savage foe, to injustice on 
beds of ease ; you discredit our later fathers, who, few in 
numbers and weak in resources, yet strong in their cause, 
did not hesitate to brave the mighty power of England, 
already encircling the globe with her morning drum- 
beats. Yes, Sir, of such are the fanatics, according to 
the Senator. But I teU the Senator that there are char- 
acters, badly eminent, of whose fanaticism there can be 
no question. Such were the ancient Egyptians, who 
worshipped divinities in brutish forms ; the Druids, who 
darkened the forests of oak, in which they lived, by sac- 
rifices of blood ; the Mexicans, who surrendered count- 
less victims to the propitiation of obscene idols ; the 
Spaniards, who, under Alva, sought to force the Inqui- 
sition upon Holland, by a tyranny kindred to that now 
employed to force Slavery upon Kansas ; and such were 
the Algerines, when, in solemn conclave, after listening 
to a speech not unlike that of the Senator from South 
Carolina, they resolved to continue the slavery of white 
Christians, and to extend it over countrymen of Wash- 
it^ton, — ay. Sir, extend it! And in this same dreary 
catalogue faithful History must record all who now, in 
an enlightened age, and m a land of boasted Freedom, 
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stand up, in perversion of the Constitution, and in denial 
of immortal truth, to fasten a new sliackle upon their 
fellow-man. If the Senator wishes to eee fanatics, let 
him look round among his own associates, ■— let him 
look at himself. 

But I have not done with tlie Senator. There is 
another matter regarded hy liim of such couaeciuence 
that he interpolated it into the speech of the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hale], and also announced 
that he had prepared himself with it, to take in his pock- 
et all the way to Boston, when he expected to address 
the people there.^ On this account, and for the sake of 
truth, I stop for one moment and tread it to the earth. 
The North, according to the Senator, was engaged in 
the slave-trade, and hel^ied to introduce slaves into tlie 
Southern States ; and tins undeniable fact he proposed 
to establish by statistics, in giving which his eiTors ex- 
ceeded his sentences in number. I let these pass for 
the present, that I may deal with his argument. Pray, 
Sir, ia aeknowletlged turpitude in a departed genera- 
tion to become the example for us ? And yet the sug- 
gestion, if entitled to any consideration in this discus- 
sion, must liave this extent. I join my fiiend from 
New Hampshire in thanking the Senator from South 
Carolina for this instance, since it gives me opportu- 
nity to say that the Northern merchants, with liomea in 
Boston, BiTstol, Newport, New York, and Phikdelpliia, 
who catered for Slavery during the yenrs of the slave- 
trade, are lineal progenitors of the Northern men, with 
homes in these places, who lend themselves to Slav- 
ery hi our day, — and especially that all, whether North 
1 Congressional Globo, 34tt Cong, lat Sess., Appaudix, p. lOT, Feliruary 
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or South, who take part, directly or indirectly, in the 
conspiracy against Kansas, do but continue the work 
of the slave-traders, ■wliicli you condemn. It is true, 
too true, alas ! that our fathers were engaged in this 
traf&c ; but that is no apology for it. And in repel- 
ling tlie authority of thia example, I repel also the 
trite argument founded on the earHer example of Eng- 
land. It is true that our mother country, at the Peace 
of Utrecht, extorted from Spain the shameful Asiento, 
securing the monopoly of the slave-trade with the 
Spanish Colonies, aa part pay for the blood of great 
victories, — that she higgled at Aix-la-Chapelle for 
another lease of tliis exclusive traffic, — and again at 
the Treaty of Madrid bartered the wretched piracy for 
money. It is true that in this sphit the power of the 
mother country was prostituted to the same base ends 
in her American Colonies, against indignant protests 
fmm our fathei-s. AE these things now rise in judg- 
ment against her. Let us not foUow the Senator from 
South Carolina to do the very evil wluch in another 
geneiution we condemn. 

As the Senator from South Carolina is the Don Quix- 
ote, so the Senator fi'om Illinois [Mr. Douglas] is the 
squire of Slavery, its very Sancho Panza, ready to do 
its humiliating offices. Tins Senator, in liis labored ad- 
di'css vindicating his labored report, — pding one mass 
of elaborate error upon another mass, — constrained 
himself, as you will remember, to unfamiliar decencies 
of speech. Of that address I have notldng to say at 
tliis moment, though before I sit down I shall show 
something of its fallacies. But I go back now to an 
earlier occasion, when, true to native impulses, lie threw 
into this discussion, "for a charm of powerful trouble," 
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personalities most discreditaUe to this tody. I will 
nob stop to repel imputations whieii he cast upon my- 
self; but I. mention them to remind you of the "swel- 
tered venom sleeping got," which, with other poisoned 
ingredients, he cast into the caldron of tliis delate. Of 
other things I speakJ Standing on this floor, the Sen- 
ator issued , his rescript req^uiiing submission to the 
Usurped Power of Kansas ; and this was aecompanied 
by a maimer — all Ids own — befitting the tyrannical 
threat. Very well. Let the Senator try. I tell him 
now that he cannot enforce any such submission. The 
Senator, with tlie Slave Power at bis back, is strong ; but 
he is not strong enough for this purpose. He is bold. 
He shrinks from nothing. Lite Danton, he may cry, "Be, 
Vaudaee ! encore de Vaudcux ! et tmijonrs de I'audaoe ! " 
but even his audacity cannot compass tliis work. 'The 
Senator copies the British officer who with boastful 
swagger said that with the end of his sword he would 
cram the " stamps " down the throats of the American 
people; and he wiU meet a similar failure. He may 
convulse tliis country with civil feud. Like the ancient 
madman, he may set fire to this Temple of Constitution- 
al Liberty, giunder than Ephesian dome ; but he cannot 
enforce obedience to that tyrannical Usurpation. 

The Senator dreams tliat he can subdue the North. 
He disclaims the open threat, but his conduct implies it. 
How little that Senator knows himself, or the strength 
of the cause which he persecutes ! He is but mortal 
man ; against him is immortal principle. With finite 
power he wrestles with the infinite, and he mast fall 
Against him are sti'onger battalions than any marshalled 
by mortal arm, — the inborn, ineradicable, invincible 
sentiments of the human heart; against him is Nature 
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with all her subtile forces; against Mm is God. Let 
him try to subdue these. 

Passing from things which, though touching the very 
heart of the discussion, are yet preliminary, 1 press at 
once to the main question. 



I UNDERTAKE, in the first place, to expose the Crime 
AGAixsT Kansas, in origin and extent. Logically this 
is the beginning of the ai^ument. I say Crime, and de- 
liberately adopt this strongest term, as better than any 
other denotii^ the consuinmate transgression. I would 
go further, if language could further go. It is the Crime 
of Crimes, — surpassing far the old Crimen Majestatis, 
pursued with vei^eance by the laws of Eome, and con- 
taining alt other crimes, as the greater contains the less. 
I do not go too far, when I call it the Crime against 
Nature, from which the soul recoils, and which lan- 
guage refuses to describe. To lay bare this enormity 
I now proceed. The whole subject has become a twice- 
told tale, and its renewed recital will be a renewal of 
sorrow and shame ; but I shall not hesitate. The occa- 
sion requires it from the b^innir^. 

It is well remarked by a distinguished historian of 
om country, that, " at the Ithuriel touch of the Missouri 
discussion, the Slave Interest, hitherto hardly lecc^ized 
as a distmct element in our system, started up porten- 
tous and dilated," ^ with threats and assumptions which 
are the origin of our existing national politics. This 
was in 1820. The debate ended with the admission of 
Missouri as a Slaveholding State, and the prohibition of 
1 ffildretli, ffistoTy of the Unitad States, Vol. VI. p. 713. 
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Slavery in all the remaining territory west of the Mis- 
sissippi and north of 36° 30', leaving the condition of 
other territory south of this line, or subsequently ac- 
quired, untouched by the arrangement. Here was a 
solemn act of legislation, called at the time compro- 
mise, covenant, compact, first brought forward in this 
body by a slaveholder, vindicated in debate by slave- 
holders, finally sanctioned by slaveholding votes, — also 
upheld at the time by the essential approbation of a 
slaveholding President, James Monroe, and his Cabi- 
net, of whom a majority were slaveholders^ including 
Mr. Calhoun himself; and this compromise was made 
the condition of the admission of Missouri, without 
■which that State could not have been received into the 
Union. The bai^in was simple, and was applicable, of 
course, only to the territory named. Leaving all other 
territory to await the judgment of another generation, 
the South said to the North, Conquer your prejudices so 
far aa to admit Missouri as a Slave State, and, in con- 
sideration of this much coveted boon. Slavery shall be 
prohibited "forever" (mark here the word "forever")^ 
in all the remaining Louisiana Territory above 36° 30' ; 
and the North yielded. 

Li total disregard of history, the President, in his an- 
nual message, tells us that this compromise "was re- 
luctantly acqmesced in by Southern States." Just the 
contrary is true. It was the work of slaveholders, and 
by their concurring votes was crowded upon a reluctant 
North. It was hailed by slaveholders as a victory. 
Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina,cin an oft quoted 
letter, written at eight o'clock on the night of its pas- 

1 Referring to this provision of the Missouri Bill, Mr. Niles itnlicizes "for- 
ever," thus stiowlng his construction of the word. — Niles's Weekly Regis- 
ter, March 11, 1820, 
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sage, says : " It is considered liere by the Slaveliolding 
States as a great triumph." ^ At the North it was ac- 
cepted as a defeat, and the friends of Freedom every- 
where throughout the country iDowed their heads with 
mortification. Little did they know the completeness 
of their disaster. Little did they dream that the prohi- 
bition of Slavery in the territory, which was stipulated 
as the price of their fatal capitulation, would also, at the 
very moment of its maturity, be wrested from them. 

Time pa^ed, and it became necessary to provide for 
this territory an organized government. Suddenly, with- 
out notice in the public press, or the prayer of a sin- 
gle petition, or one word of open recommendation from 
the President, after an acquiescence of thirty-four years, 
and the irreclaimable possession by the South of its spe- 
cial share under this compromise, in breach of every 
obligation of honor, compact, and good neighborhood, 
and in contemptuous disregard of the outgushing seii- 
timents of an aroused North, this time-honored Prohi- 
bition — in itself a Landmark of Freedom — was over- 
turned, and the vast r^on now known as Kansas and 
Nebraska was opened to Slavery. It is natural that a 
measure thus repugnant in character should be pressed 
by arguments mutually repugnant. It was ui^ed on 
two principal reasons, so opposite and inconsistent as to 
fight with each other r one being, that, by the repeal of 
the Prohibition, the Territory would be left open to tlie 
entry of slaveholders with their slaves, without hin- 
drance ; and the other being, that the people would be 
left absolutely free to determine the question for them- 

l This letter, whioli the Cohn^aa ftntinei, of Boston, April 1, 1620, prop- 
erly styles " tell-tale," v/aa Rdilressed to the Editor of the ChailesCoD Cil^ 
Caeette, imder date of March 2, 1S20, 
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selves, and to proMbit the entiy of slaveholders with 
their slaves, if they should think best. With some the 
apology was the alleged rights of slaveholders; with 
others it was the alleged i-^hta o£ the people. With 
sorae it was openly the extension of Slavery ; and with 
others it was openly the estabhshment of Freedom, un- 
der the guise of Popular Sovere^ty. The measure, 
thus upheld in defiance of reason, was carried through 
Congress in defiance of all securities of legislation. 
These things I mention that you may see in what foul- 
ness the present Crime was engendered. 

It was carried, first, by whipping in, through Executive 
influence and patronage, men who acted against their 
own declared judgment and the known wiH of their 
constituenta ; secondly, by thrmting otd of place, both in 
the Senate and House of Representatives, important bus- 
iness, loi^ pending, and usurpmg its room ; thirdly, by 
trampling imder/oot the rules of the House of Kepre- 
sentatives, always before the safeguard of the mmor- 
ity ; and, fourthly, by driving it to a close during the 
very session in which it originated, so that it might not 
- be arrested by the indignant voice of the People. Such 
are some of the means by which this snap judgment was 
obtained. If the clear will of the people had not been 
disregarded, it could not have passed. If the Govern- 
ment had not nefariously interposed, it could not have 
passed. If it had been left to its natural place in the 
order of business, it could not have passed. If the rules 
of the House and the rights of the minority had not 
been violated, it could not have passed. If it had been 
allowed to go over to another Congress, when the Peo- 
ple might be heard, it would have been ended ; and 
tlien the Crime we now deplore would have been with- 
out its first seminal life. 
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Mr. President, I mean to keep absolutely within the 
limits o£ parliamentary propriety. I make no personal 
imputations, hut only with frankness, such as belongs 
to the occasion and my own character, describe a great 
historical act, now enrolled in the Capitol. Sir, the 
Nebraska BUI was in every respect a swindle. It was 
a swindle of the North by the South. On the pait of 
those who had already completely enjoyed their share 
of the Missouri Compromise, it was a swindle of those 
whose share was yet absolutely untouched ; and the 
plea of unconstitutionality set up — like the plea of 
usury after the borrowed money has been enjoyed — 
did not make it less a swindla Urged as a biU of peace, 
it was a swindle of the whole country. Ui^ed as open- 
ing the doors to slave-masters with their slaves, it was 
a swindle of Popular Sovereignty in its asserted doc- 
trine. Urged as sanctioning Popular Sovereignty, it was 
a swindle of slave-masters in their asserted rights. It 
was a swindle of a broad territory, thus cheated of pro- 
tection against Slavery. It was a swindle of a great 
cause, early espoused by Washington, Franklin, and 
Jefferson, surrounded by the best fathers of the Kepub- 
lic. Sir, it was a swindle of God-given, inalienable 
rights. Turn it over, look at it on all sides, and it is 
everywhere a swindle ; and if the word I now employ 
has not the authority of classical usage, it has, on this 
occasion, the indubitable authority of fitness. No oth- 
er word will adequately express the mingled meanness 
and wickedness of the cheat 

Its character is still further apparent in the general 
structure of the bUL Amidst overflowing professions 
of regard for the sovereignty of the people in the Ter- 
ritory, they are despoiled of every essential privilege of 
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sovereignty. They are not allowed to choose Governor, 
Secretary, Chief Justice, Associate Justices, Attorney, 
or Marshal, — all of whom are sent from Washington ; 
nor are they allowed to regulate the salaries of any of 
these functionaries, or the daily allowaiice of the legis- 
lative body, or even the pay of the clerlts and door- 
keepers : but they are left free to adopt Slavery. And 
this is nicknamed Popular Sovereignty! -^Time does 
not iJlow, nor does the occasion require, that I should 
stop to dwell on this transparent device to cover a tran- 
scendent wrong. Suffice it to say, that Slavery is in 
itself an arrogant denial of human rights, and by no hu- 
man reason can the power to establish such a wrong 
be placed among the attributes of any just sovereign- 
ty. In refusing it such a place, I do not deny popular 
rights, but uphold them, I do not restrain popular rights, 
but extend them. And, Sir, to this conclusion you 
must yet come, unless deaf, not only to the admonitions 
of political justice, but also to the genius of our Con- 
stitution, under which, when property interpreted, no 
valid claim for Slavery can be set up anywhere in the 
National territory. The Senator from Micb^an [Mr. 
Cass] may say, in response to the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Beowh], that Slavery cannot go into the 
Territory, under the Constitution, without legislative in- 
troduction ; and permit me to add, in response to bothj 
that Slavery cannot go there at all. NotMng can come 
out of nothing ; and there is absolutely nothing in tlie 
Constitution out of which Slavery can be derived, while 
there are provisions, which, when properly interpreted, 
make its existence anywhere within the exclusive Na- 
tional jurisdiction impossible. 

The offensive provision m the bill is in its form a 
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legislative anomaly, utterly wanting the natural direct- 
ness and simplicity of an honest transaction. It does 
not undertake openly to repeal the old Prohibition of 
Slavery, but seems to mince the matter, as if conscious 
of the swindle. It says that this Prohibition, " being 
inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by 
Coi^ess with Slavery in the States and Territories, as 
recognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called 
the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inopera- 
tive and void " Thus, with insidious ostentation, is it 
pretended that an act violating the greatest compromise 
of our legislative history, and loosening the founda- 
tions of all compromise, is derived out of a compromise. 
Then follows in the bill the further declaration, en- 
tirely without precedent, which has been aptly called 
" a stump speech in its belly," namely, " it being the 
true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate Sla- 
very into any Territory ot State, nor to exclude it there- 
from, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to 
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United 
States."^ Here are smooth words, such as belong to a 
cunning tongue enlisted in a bad cause. But whatever 
may have been their various hidden meanings, this at 
least is evident, that, by their effect, the Congressional 
prohibition of Slavery, which had always been regarded 
as a seven-fold shield, covering the whole Ikmisiana 
Territory north of 36° 30', is now removed, while a prin- 
ciple is declared which renders the supplementary pro- 
hibition of Slavery in Minnesota, Oregon, and Wash- 
ington " inoperative and void," and thus opens to 
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Slavery all these vast regions, now the rude cradles of 
niighty States. Here you see the magnitude of the 
mischief contemplated. But my purpose is vdth the 
Crime against Kansas, and I shall not atop to expose 
the conspiracy beyond. 

Mr. President, men are wisely presumed to intend the 
natural consequences of then- conduct, and to seek what 
their acts seem to promote. Now the Nebraska Bill, 
on its very face, openly clears the way for Slavery, and 
it is not wrong to presume that its originators intended 
the natural consequences of such an a^t, and soi^ht in 
this way to extend Slavery. Of course they did. And 
this is the first stage in the Crime against Kansas. 

This was speedily followed by other developments. 
It was soon whispered that Kansas must be a Slave 
State. In conformity with this barefaced scheme was 
the Government of this unhappy Territory oi^aiiized 
in all its departments ; and thus did the President, by 
whose corapMcity the Prohibition of Slavery was over- 
thrown, lend himself to a new complicity, — giving to 
the conspirators a lease of connivance, amounting even 
to copartnership. The Governor, Secretary, Chief Jus- 
tice, Associate Justices, Attorney, and Marshal, with a 
whole caucus of other stipendiaries, nominated by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate, are aU com- 
mended as friendly to Slavery. No man with the sen- 
timents of Washington or Jefferson or Franklin finds 
favor ; nor is it too much to say, that, had these great 
patriots once more come among us, not one of them, with 
his recorded, unretracted opinions on Slavery, could he 
nominated by the President or confirmed by the Senate 
for any post in that Territory. With such auspices the 
conspiracy proceeded. Even in advance of the Nebraska 
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Bill, secret societies were organized in Missoiiri, osten- 
sibly to protect her institutions, and afterwards, under 
the name of " Self-Defensive Associations " and " Blue 
Lodges," these were multiplied throughout the western 
counties of that State, before any mmter ■m.ovenunt from, 
ike North. It was confidently anticipated, that, by the 
activity of these societies, and the interest of slavehold- 
ers everywhere, with the advantage derived from the 
neighborhood of Missouri. and the influence of the Ter- 
ritorial Government, Slavery might be introduced into 
Kansas, quietly, but surely, without arousing conflict, 
— that the crocodile egg might be stealthily dropped in 
the sunburnt soil, there to be hatched, unobserved until 
it sent forth its reptile monster. 

But the conspiracy was unexpectedly balked. The 
debate, which convulsed Congress, stirred the whole 
country. From all sides attention was directed upon 
Kansas, which at once became the favorite goal of em- 
igration. The bin loudly declares that its object is 
"ia leave the people perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic mstitutiona in their own way" ; and its 
supporters everywhere challenge the determination of 
the question between Freedom and Slavery by a com- 
petition of emi^ation. Thus, while opening the Terri- 
tory to Slavery, the bill also opens it to emigrants from 
every quaiter, who may by votes redress tho wrong. 
The populous North, stung by sense of outrage, and in- 
spired by a noble cause, are pouring into the debata- 
ble land, and promise soon to establish a supremacy of 
numbers there, involving, of course, a just supremacy 
of Fieedom 

Then was conceived the consummation of the Crime 
a"amiat Kansas What could not be accomplished 
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peaceably was to be accomplishefl forcibly. The reptile 
monster, that could not be quietly and securely hatched 
there, is to be pushed full-grown into the Territoiy. All 
efforts are now applied to the dismal work of forcing 
Slavery upon Free SolL In fli^rant derogation of the 
very Popular Sovereignty whose name helped to impose 
this bin upon the country, the atrocious object is dis- 
tinctly avowed. And the avowal is followed by the 
act. Slavery is forcibly introduced into Kansas, and 
placed under formal safeguard of pretended law. How 
this is done belongs to the aigument. 

In depicting this consummation, the simplest outline, 
without one word of color, wiU be best. Whether re- 
garded in mass or detail, in origin or result, it is all 
blackness, illumined by nothing from itself, but only by 
the heroism of the undaunted men and women whom it 
environed, A plain statement of facts is a picture of 
direst truth, which faithful History will preserve in its 
darkest gallery. In the foreground all wHl recognize a 
familiar character, in himself connecting link between 
President and border ruflian, — less conspicuous for abil- 
ity than for the exalted place he has occupied, — who 
once sat in the seat where you now sit. Sir, — where 
once sat John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, — also, 
where once sat Aaron Burr. I need not add the name 
of David E. Atchison.^ You do not foiget, that, at 
the session of Coi^ress immediately succeeding the 
Nebraska Bill, he came tardily to his duty here, and 
then, after a short time, disappeared. The secret was 
long since disclosed. Like Catiline, he stalked into this 
Chamber, reeking with conspiiacy, — immo etiam in Se- 
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natum vmU, — and then, like Catiline, he skulked away, 
— ahiit, excesdt, evasit, erupit, — to join and provoke the 
conspirators, who at a distance awaited tlieir congenial 
chief. Under the influence of his malign presence the 
Crime ripened to its fatal fruits, while the similitude 
with Catiline is again renewed in the sympathy, not 
even concealed, which he finds in tlie very Senate itself, 
where, beyond even the Roman example, a Senator has 
not hesitated to appear as his open compnigator. 

And now, as I proceed to show the way in which this 
Territory was overrun and finally snbji^ted to Slavery, 
I desire to remove,, in advance, aU question with regard 
to the authority on which I rely. The evidence is sec- 
ondary, but it is the best which, in the nature of the 
case, can be had ; and it is not less clear, direct, and per- 
emptory than any by which we are assured of the cam- 
paigns in the Crimea or the fall of SebastopoL In its 
manifold mass, I confidently assert that it is such a 
body of evidence as the human mind is not able to 
resist. It is found in the concurring reports of the 
public press, in the letters of correspondents, in the 
testimony of travellers, and in the unaffected story to 
which I have listened from leading citizens, who, during 
this winter, have " come flocking " here from that distant 
Territory. It breaks forth in the irrepressible outcry, 
reaching us from Kansas, whose truthful tones leave no 
ground of mistake. It addresses us in formal complaint, 
instinct with the indignation of a people determined to 
be free, and unimpeachable as the declarations of a 
murdered man on his dying-bed against his murderer. 
And let me add, that all this testimony finds echo in the 
very statute-book of the conspirators, and also in lan- 
guage dropped from the President of the United States. 
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I begin with an admission from the President him- 
seK, in whose sight the people of Kansas have little 
favor. After arraigning the innocent emigrants from 
the North, he is constrained to declare that their eon- 
duct is " far from justifying the illegal and reprehensi- 
Ue counter movements which ensued." ^ By the reluc- 
tant admission of the Chief Magistrate, then, there was 
a counter movement at once " illegal and repi'elwm^le." 
I thank thee. President, for teaching me these words; 
and I now put them in the front of this exposition, as 
in themselves a confession. Sit, this "illegal and rep- 
rehensible counter movement " is none other than the 
dreadful Crime — under an apologetic alias — by which, 
through successive invasions. Slavery is forcibly planted 
in this Territory. 

Next to this Presidential admission must be plaeed 
details of invasions, which I now present as not only 
"illegal and reprehensible," but also imc[ueationable evi- 
dence of the resulting Crime. 

The violence, for some time threatened, brote forth 
on the 29th of November, 1854, at the first election of 
a Delegate to Congress, when companies from Missouri, 
amounting to upwards of one thousand, crossed into 
Kansas, and with force and arms proceeded to vote for 
General Whitfield, the candidate of Slavery. An eye- 
witness. General Pomeroy,^ of superior intelligence and 
perfect integrity, thus describes this scene. 

" The first ballot-box that was opened upon our virgin soil 
was closed to us by overpowering numbers and impending 

> Messnge relntive to Affa[rs in the Territory of KsnsHS, January 24, 
1866: Executive Documents, 84tli Cong. 1st SesB., No. 28, p. i. 
2 Hon. S. C. Pomeroy, afterwaida for many years SeuHtor of Kansas at 
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force. So bold and reckless were our mvaders, tliat they 
cared not to conceal their attack. They came upon us, not 
in the guise of voters, to steal away our franchise, bat bold- 
ly and openly, to snatch it with a.atrong hand. They came 
directly from their own homes, and in compact and organized 
bands, with arms in hand and provisions for the expedition, 
marched to our polls, and, when their work was done, re- 
turned whence they came." 

Here was an outrage at which the coolest Mood of 
patriotism boils. Though, for various reasons imneces- 
sary to develop, the busy settlers allowed the election to 
pass uncontested, still the means employed were none 
the less " ill^al and reprehensible." 

This infliction was a significant prelude to the grand 
invasion of the 30th of March, 1855, at the election of 
the first Territorial Legislature under the oi^anic law, 
when an armed multitude from Missouri entered the 
Territory in larger numbers than General Taylor com- 
manded at Buena Vista, or than General Jackson had 
within his lines at New Orleans, — much larger than our 
fathers rallied on Bunker Hill. On they came as " an 
army with banners," organized in companies, with offi- 
cers, munitions, tents, and provisions, as though marching 
upon a fore^n foe, and breathing loud-mouthed threats 
that they would carry their purpose, if need were, by 
the bowie-knife and revolver. Among tbem, according 
to his own confession, was David E. Atchison, belted 
with the vulgar arms of his vulgar comrades. Arrived 
at their several destinations on the night before the 
election, the invaders pitched their tents, placed their 
sentries, and waited for the coming day. The same 
trustworthy eye-witness whom I have already quoted 
says of one locahty ; — 
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" Baggage-wagona were tliere, with ai-ms and ammunition 
enougli for a protracted fight, and among them two brass field- 
pieces, ready chai^d. They came with drums beating and 
flags flying, and their lexers were of tho moat prominent 
and conspicuous men of their State." 
Of another locality he says : — 

" The invaders came together in one armed and oi^anized 
body, with trains of fifty wagons, besides horsemen, and the 
night before election pitched then- camp in the vicinity of 
the polls; and having appointed their own judges in place of 
those who, from inthnidatton or otherwise, failed to attend, 
they voted without any proof of residence." 

With this force they were able, on the succeeding day, 
in some places, to intimidate the judges of elections, in 
others to substitute judges of their own appointment, 
in others to vrrest the ballot-boxes from their rightful 
possessors, and everywhere to exercise a complete con- 
trol of the election, and thus, by preternatural audacity 
of usurpation, impose a Legislature upon the free people 
of Kansas. Thus was conquered the Sebastopol of that 
Territory ! 

It was not enoi^h to secure the Legislature. The 
election of a member of Congress recurred on the 1st of 
October, 1855, and the same foreigners, who had learned 
their strength, again manifested it. Another invasion, in 
controlling numbers, came from Missouri, and once more 
forcibly exercised the electoral franchise in Kansas. 

At last, in the latter days of November, 1855, a storm, 
long gathering, burst upon the heads of the devoted 
people. The ballot-boxes had been violated, and a 
Legislatiu-e installed, which proceeded to caiiy out the 
conspiracy of the invaders ; but the good people of the 
Territory, bom to Freedom, and educated as American 
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citizens, showed no signs of submission. Slavery, though 
recognized by pretended law, was in many places prac- 
tically an outlaw. To the lawless borderers this was 
hard to bear ; and, Kke the heathen of old, they raged, 
particularly against the town of Lawrence, already 
known, by the firmness of its principles and the char- 
acter of its citizens, as citadel of the good cause. On 
this account they threatened, in their peculiar language, 
to " wipe it out." Soon the hostile power was gathered 
for this purpose. The wickedness of this invasion was 
enhanced by the way in which it began. A citizen of 
Kansas, by the name of Dow, was murdered by a parti- 
san of Slavery, in the name of " law and order." Such 
an outrage naturally aroused indignation and provoked 
threats. The professors of "law and order" allowed the 
murderer to escape, and, still further to illustrate the 
irony of the name they assumed, seized the friend of 
the murdered man, whose few neighbors soon luUied for 
his rescue. Tliis transaction, though totally disregarded 
in its chief front of wickedness, became the excuse for 
unprecedented excitement. The weak Governor,^ with 
no faculty higher than servility to Slavery, — whom 
the President, in official delinquency, liad appointed to 
a trust worthy only of a well-balanced character, — 
was frightened from hia propriety. By proclamation 
he invoked the Territory. By telegraph he invoked 
the President. The Teratory would not respond to 
his senseless appeal. The President was false. But 
the proclamation was circulated throughout the border 
counties of Missouri ; and Platte, Clay, Carroll, Saline, 
Howard, and Jackson, each of them, contributed a 
volunteer company, recruited from the roadsides, and 
1 Hon. WIlsou Sbaimou. 
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armed with weapons which chance afforded, known 
as "the shotgun militia," — with a Missouri officer 
as commiasary-general, dispensing rations, and another 
Missouri officer as general-in-chief, — with two wt^on- 
loads of rifles, helonging to Missouri, drawn by six mules, 
from its arsenal at Jefferson City, — with seven pieces of 
cannon, belonging to the United States, from its areenai 
at liberty ; and this formidable force, amounting to at 
least 1,800 men, terrible with thi'eats, oaths, and whiskey, 
crossed the borders, and encamped in larger part on the 
Wakarusa, over against the doomed town of Lawrence, 
now threatened with destruction. "With these invaders 
was the Governor, who by this act levied war upon the 
people he was sent to protect. In camp with him was 
the ordinal Catiline of the conspiracy, while by his side 
were tlie docile Chief Justice and the docile Judges. 
But this is not the first instance in which an unjust 
governor has found tools where he oiight to have found 
justice. In the great impeachment of Warren Hastings, 
the British orator by whom it was conducted exclaims, 
in words strictly applicable to the misdeed I here de- 
nounce : " Had he not the Chief Justice, the tamed and 
domesticated Chief Justice, who waited on him like a 
femiliar spirit?"^ Thus was this invasion countenanced 
by those who should have stood in the breach gainst it. 
For more than a week it continued, while deadly conflict 
was imminent. I do not dwell on the heroism by which 
it was encountered, or the mean retreat to which it was 
compelled ; for that is not necessary in exhibiting the 
Crime which you are to judge. But I cannot forbear 
to add other features, furnished in a letter written at 

a Hastings, February IS, 
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the time by a clergyman, who saw and was part of what 
he describes. 

" Our citizens have been shot at, and in two instances 
murdered, our houses invaded, hay-ricks burnt, com and oth- 
er provisions plundered, cattle driven off, all commnnication 
cut off between us and the States, wagons on the way to 
us with provisions stopped and plundered, and the drivers 
taken prisoners, and we in hourly expectation of an attack. 
Nearly enery man has been m arms in the village. Fortiftca- 
tions have been thrown up, by incessant labor night and day. 
The sound of the drum and the tramp of armed men re- 
sounded through our s.treetB, families fleeing with their house- 
hold goods for safety. Day before yesterday the report of 
camion was heard at our house, from the direction of Le- 
compton. Last Thursday one of our neighbors, — -one of 
the most peaceable and eseellent of men, from Ohio, — on 
his way home, was set upon by a gang of twelve men on 
horseback, and shot down. Over eight hundred men are 
gathered under arms at Lawrence. As yet no act of vio- 
lence has been perpetrated by those on our side. No blood 
of retaliation stains our hands. We stand, and are ready to 
aet, purely in the defence of ov.r homes and lives." 

The catalogue is not yet complete. On the 15th of 
December, when the people assembled to vote on the 
Constitution submitted for adoption, only a few days 
after the Treaty of Peace between the Governor on the 
one side and the town of Lawrence on the other, an- 
other and fifth irruption was made. But I leave all this 
untold. Enoi^h of these details has been given. 

Five several times and more have these invaders en- 
tered Kansas in armed array, and thus five several times 
and more have they trampled upon the oi^nic law of 
the Territoiy. These extraordinaiy expeditions are sim- 
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ply the extraordinary witnesses to sueeessivej uninter- 
rupted violence. They stand out conspicuous, but not 
alone. The spirit of evil, in which they had their origin, 
is wakeful and incessant From the beginning it hung 
upon the skirts of this interesting Territory, harrowing 
its peace, disturbing its prosperity, and keeping its in- 
habitants under the painful alarms of war. All security 
of person, property, and labor was overthrown ; and when 
I ui^e tills incontrovertible fact, I set forth a wrong 
which is small only by tlie side of the giant wrong for 
the consummation of which aU this is done. Sir, what 
is man, what is government, without security, in the 
absence of which nor man nor government can proceed 
in development or enjoy the fruits of existence ? With- 
out secmity civilization is cramped and dwarfed. With- 
out security there is no time Freedom. Nor shall I 
say too much, when I declare that security, guarded of 
course by its parent Freedom, is the true end and aim 
of govemment. Of this indispensable booh the people 
of Kansas are despoiled, — absolutely, totally. All this 
is a^ravated by the nature of their pursuits, rendering 
them peculiarly sensitive to interrvq)tion, and at the same 
time attesting their innocence. They are for the most 
part engaged in the cultivation of the soil, wliich from 
time immemorial has been the sweet employment of un- 
disturbed industry. Contented in the returas of boun- 
teous Kature and the shade of his own trees, the hus- 
bandman is not aggressive ; accustomed to produce, and 
not to destroy, he is essentially peaceful, unless his home 
is invaded, when his arm derives vigor from the soil he 
treads, and his soul inspiration from the heavens beneath 
whose canopy he daily toils. Such are the people of 
Eansas, whose security has been overthrown. Scenes 
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from which Civilization averts her countenance are part 
of their daily life. Border 'incursions, which in bar- 
barous agea or barbarous lands fretted and harried an 
exposed people, are here renewed, with thia peculiari- 
ty, that our border robbers do not simply levy black- 
niEiil and drive off a few cattle, like those who acted un- 
der the inspiration of the Douglas of other days, — they 
do not seize a few persons, and sweep them away into 
captivity, like the African slave-traders, whom we brand 
as pirates, — but they commit a succession of deeds in 
■which border sorrows and African wron^ are revived 
together on American soil, while, for the time being, aU 
protection is annulled, and the whole Territory is en- 
slaved. 

Private griefs mingle their poignancy with public 
wrongs. I do not dwell on the anxieties of families 
exposed to sudden assault, and lying down to rest with 
the alarms of war ringii^ in the ears, not knowing that 
another day may be spared to them. Throughout this 
bitter winter, with the thermometer at thirty degrees 
below zero, the citizens of Lawrence were constrained 
to sleep under arms, with sentinels pacing constant 
watch against surprise. Our souls are wrvmg by indi- 
vidual instance?. In vain do we condemn the cruelties 
of another age, the refinements of torture to which men 
were doomed, the rack and tliumb-screw of the Inquisi- 
tion, the last agonies of the regicide Ravaillac, 



for kindred outrages disgrace these borders. Murder 
stalks, Assassination skulks in the tall grass of the prai- 
rie, and the vindictiveness of man assumes unwonted 
forms. A preacher of the Gospel has been ridden on 
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a rail, then thrown into the Missouri, fastened to a log, 
and left to drift down its muddy, tortuous current. And 
lately we have the tidings of that enormity without pre- 
cedent, a deed without a name, where a candidate for the 
Legislature was roost brutally gashed with linives and 
hatchets, and then, after weltering in blood on the anow- 
clad earth, trundled along, with gaping wounds, to fall 
dead before the face of bis wife. It is common to drop 
a tear of sympathy over the sorrows of our early fathers, 
exposed to the stealthy assault of the savage foe, — and 
an eminent American artist' has pictured this scene in 
a marble group, on the front of the National Capitol, 
where the uplifted tomahawk is arrested by the strong 
arm and generoiis countenance of the pioneer, whose 
wife and children find shelter at his feet ; but now the 
tear must be dropped over the sorrows of fellow-citizens 
building a new State in Kansas, and exposed to the 
perpetual assault of murderous robbers from Missouri, 
Hirelings, picked from the drunken spew and vomit of 
an uneasy civilization, having the form of men, — 

" Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men ; 
Ab honnds onA greyhounds, raongrela, sptniiela. ours, 
Shougha, watar-rugs. and demi-wolveB are clept 
All by the name of dogs," — 

leashed together by secret signs and lodges, renew the 
incredible atrocities of the Assassins and the Thugs, — 
showing the blind submission of the Assassins to the 
Old Man of the Mountain in robbii^ Christians on the 
road to Jerusalem, and the heartlesaness of the Thv^, 
who, avowing tliat murder is their religion, waylay 
travellers on the great road from Agra to Delhi, — with 

I Horatio Greenough, the earliest of Our sculptors, and also csoellent witli 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 171 

the more deadly bowie-knife for the dagger of the As- 
sassin, and the more deadly revolver for the noose of 
the Thug. 

In tliese invasions, with the entire subversion of all 
security in this Territory, the plunder of the ballot-box, 
and the pollution of the electoral franchise, I show sim- 
ply the process in unprecedented Crime. If that be the 
best government where injury to a single citizen is re- 
sented as injury to the whole State, what must be the 
character of a government which leaves a whole commu- 
nity of citizens thus exposed ? In the outrage upon the 
ballot-box, even without the illicit fruits which I shall 
soon exhibit, there is a peculiar crime, of the deepest dye, 
though subordinate to the final Crime, which should be 
promptly avenged, In other lands, where royalty is 
upheld, it is a special offence to rob the crown jewels, 
which are emblems of that sovereignty before which 
the loyal subject bows, and it is treason to be found in 
adultery with the queen, for in this way may a false 
heir be imposed upon the State ; but ia our Eepublic 
the ballot-box is the single priceless jewel of that sov- 
ereignty which we respect, and the electoral franchise, 
■where are bom the rulers of a free people, is the royal 
bed we are to guard against pollution. In this plain 
presentment, whether as regards security or as regards 
elections, there is enough, without proceedir^ further, 
to justify the intervention of Congress, promptly and 
completely, to throw over this oppressed people the im- 
penetrable shield of the Constitution and laws. But the 
half is not yet told. 

As every point in a wide-spread horizon i-adiates from 
a common centre, so everything said or done in this vast 
circle of Crime radiates from the One Idea, that J 
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at all hazards, must "be ma<3e a Slave State. In all the 
manifold wickednesses that occur, and ia every succes- 
sive invasion, this One Idea is ever present, as Satanic 
tempter, motive power, causiTig cause. Talk of " one 
idea ! " Here it is with a vengeance ! 

To accomplish this result, three things are attempt- 
ed : first, by outrage of all kinds, to drive the friends of 
Freedom out of the Territory ; secondly, to deter others 
from coming ; and, thirdly, to obtain complete control 
of the Government. The process of driving out, and 
also of deterring, has failed. On the contrary, the 
friends of Freedom there have become more iixed in 
resolve to stay and fight the battle which they never 
sought, but from which they disdain to retreat, — while 
the friends of Freedom elsewhere are more aroused to 
the duty of timely succor by men and munitions of just 



While defeated in the first two processes, the conspir- 
ators succeeded in the last. By the violence already 
portrayed at the election of the 30th of March, when the 
polls were occupied by armed hoKles from Missouri, they 
imposed a L^latnre upon the Territory, and thus, un- 
der the iron mask of law, established a Usurpation not 
less complete than any in history. That this was done 
I proceed to prove. Here is the evidence. 

1. Only in this way can this extraordinaiy expedition 
be adequately explained. In the words of Molifei-e, once 
employed by John Quincy Ada.ins in the other House, 
"Que diaUe allaient-ils /aire dans cette gcd^re ?" What 
did they go into the Territory for ? If their purposes 
were peaceful, as has been sn^eated, why cannons, 
arms, flags, numbers, and all this violence ? As simple 
citizens, proceeding to the honest exercise of the electo- 
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ral franchise, they might go with nothing more than a 
pilgrim's staff. Philosophy always seeks a suffi,cient 
cause, and only in the One Idea already presented can 
a cause be found in any degree commensurate with the 
Crime ; and this becomes so only when we consider the 
mad fanaticism of Slavery. 

2. Public notoriety steps forward to confinn the sug- 
gestion of reason. In every place where Truth can freely 
travel it ia asserted and understood that the Legislature 
was imposed upon Kansas by foreigners from Missouri ; 
and this universal voice is now received as undeniable 
verity. 

3. It is also attested by harangues of the conspirators. 
Here is what StringfeHow said hefore the invasion. 

" To those who have qualms of conscience as to violating 
laws, State or National, the time has come when such impo- 
sitions must be disregarded, as your rights and property are 
in danger ; avid I advise you, one and all, to enter every emo- 
tion district in Kansas, in dejiatiee of Reeder and his pile myr- 
midons, and vote at the poimt of the hovne-hrdfe and revolver. 
Neither give nor take quarter, as our cause demands it. It 
is enough that the slaveholding interest wills it, from which 
there is no appeah What right has Governor Reeder to 
rule Missourians in Kansas 1 His proclamation and pre- 
scribed oath must be repudiated. It ia your interest to 
do BO. Mind that Slavery is established where it is not pro- 
hibited." 

Here is what Atchison said after the invasion. 

" Well, what nest i Why, an election for members of the 
Legislature to organize the Territory must he held. What 
did I advise you to do then ? Why, meet them on thoir own 
ground, aud beat them at their own game again ; and cold 
and inclement as the weather was, I went over with a eom- 
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pany of men. My object in going was not to vote. I had 
no right to vote, unless I had disfranchised myself in Mis- 
Bouri. I was not within two mil^ of a voting-place. My 
object in going was not to vote, but to settle a difBeulty 
Vietween two of our candidates ; and the Abolitionists of the 
North said, and published U (Aroad, that Atchison was there 
mfli bowie-hnife and revolver, — and, hi/ God, 'i was true ! I 
never did go into that Territory, I never intend to go into that 
Territory, withovt being prepared for all stidt, kind of eaitle. 
Well, we beat them, and ffovernor Reeder gave certificates 
to a majority of all the members of both Houses, and then, 
after they wore organized, as everybody will admit, they 
were the only competent persons to say who were and who 
were not members of the same." 

4. It is confirmed ty contemporaneous admission of 
" The Squatter Sovereign," a paper published at Atchi- 
son, and at once the organ of the President and of these 
Borderers, -which, under date of 1st April, thus recounts 
the victory. 

" lNrm>ErjnBNCB, [Missouri,] Mareh BI, 1855. 
" Several hundred emigrants from Kansas have just en- 
tered our city. They were preceded by the Westport and 
Independence brass bands. They came in at the west aide 
of the public square, and proceeded entirely around it, the 
hands cheering us with fine music, and the emigrants with 
good news. Immediately following the bands were about 
two hundred horsemen in regular order; following these 
were one hundred and fifty wagons, carriages, &e. They 
gave repeated cheers for Kansas and Missouri. They report 
that not an Antislavery man will be in the Legislature of 
Kansas. We have made a clean sweep" 

5, It is also confirmed by contemporaneous testi- 
mony of another paper, always faithful to Slavery, the 
" New York Herald," in the letter of a correspondent 
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they carried tents. Their mission was a peaceable one, — to 
vote, and to drive down states for their future homes. After 
the election aome fifteen hundred of tho voters sent a com- 
mittee to Mr. Eeeder to ascertain if it was his purjjose to 
ratify the election. He answered that it was, and said the 
majority at an. election must carry the day. But it ia not 
to be denied that the fifteen hundred, apprehending tlmt 
the Governor might attempt to play the tyrant, — since his 
conduct had already been insidious and unjust, — wore on 
their hats bunches of hemp. They were resolved, if a ty- 
rant attempted to trample upon the rights of the sovereign 
people, to hang him." 

6. It is again confirmed hj testimony of a lady for 
five years resident in Western Missouri, who thus 
writes in a letter pntlished in the " Kew Haven Rois- 
ter," 

" Miami, Saline Cowntt, Novemlier 26, 185E. 

" Ton ask me to teU you something about the Kansas and 
Missouri troubles. Of course you know in what they have 
originated. There is no denizing that tJie Missottriana have 
determine to control the elections, if possible ; and I do not 
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know tbat their meaaurea would be justifiable, except upon 
the principle of self-prosorvatioD ; atid tbat, jou know, is 
the first law of Nature." 

7. And it is confirmed still further hj the Circulai: 
of the Emigration Society of Lafayette County, in Mis- 
souri, dated as late as 25th March, 1856, where the 
efforts of Miaaourians are openly confessed. 

"The western counties of Missouri have for the last two 
years been heavily tased, both in money and time, in fight- 
ing the battles of the South. La/aJ^etle Gownty alone has ex- 
pended more than one hundred tkovscmd dollars in 'money, and 
as mve/i or tnore in time. Up to this tme the border counties 
of Missouri have upheld and maintained ike rights and in- 
terests of the South in this struggle, ■unassisted, and not wn- 
successfully. But the Abolitionists, staking their aU upon 
the Kansas issue, and hesitating at no means, fair or foul, 
nre moving heaven and earth to render that beautiful Terri- 
tory a Free State." 

8. Here, also, is amplest testimony to the Usurpa- 
tion, by the " Intelligencer," a leading paper of St. Louis, 
Missouri, made in the ensuing summer. 

" Atchison and Stringfellow, with their Missouri followers, 
overwhelmed the settlers in Kansas, browbeat and bullied 
them, and took the Government from their hands. Missouri 
votes elected the present body of men, who insult public 
intelligence and popular rights by styling themselves 'the 
Legislature of Kansas.' This body of men are helping them- 
selves to fiit speculations by locating the ' seat of Govern- 
ment ' and getting town lots for their votes. They are pass- 
ing laws disfranchising all the citizens of Kansas who do not 
believe Nogro Slavery to he a Christian institution and a 
national blessing. They are proposing to punish with im- 
prisonment the utterance of views inconsistent with their 
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own. And they are trying to perpetuate their preposterous 
and infernal tyranny by appointing for a term of pears crea- 
tures of their own, as commissioners in every county, to lay 
and collect taxes, and see that the laws they are passing are 
faithfully executed. Has this age anything to compare with 
these acta in audacity V 

9. In harmony with all these is the authoritative dec- 
laration of Governor Eeeder, in a speech to his neigh- 
bors at Easton, Pennsylvania, at the end of April, 1855, 
and immediately afterwards published in the Washing- 
ton " Union." Ilere it is. 

" It was, indeed, too true that Kansas had been invaded, 
conquered, subjugated, by an armed force from beyond her 
boidera, led on by a fanatical -Bpirit, trampling under foot the 
principles of the Kansas Bill and the right of suffrage." 

10. In similar harmony is the complaint of the people 
of Kansas, in pubHe meeting at Big Springs, on the 5th 
of September, 1855, embodied in these words. 

" Resolved, That the body of men who for the last two 
months have been passing laws for tlie people of our Terri- 
tory, moved, counselled, and dictated to by the demagogues 
of Missouri, are to us a foreign body, representing only the 
lawless invaders who elected them, and not the people of the 
Territory, — that we repudiate their action, as the monstrous 
consummation of an act of violence, usurpation, and fraud, 
unparalleled in the history of the Union, and worthy only of 
men unfitted for the duties and regardless of the responsi- 
bilities of Republicans." 

11. Finally, the invasion which ended in the Usur- 
pation is clearly established from official Minutes laid 
on our table by the President. But the effect of this 
testimony has been so amply exposed by the Senator 
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from Vermont [Mr. Collamer], in his able and inde- 
fatigable argument, that I content myself with simply 
referring to it 

On this eunnilative, irresistiHe evidence, in concur- 
rence with antecedent history, I rest. And yet Senators 
here argue that this cannot he, — precisely as tlie con- 
spiracy of Catiline was doubted in the Eoman Senata 
" NonnuUi stmt in hoc ordine, qui aut ea qu<e imminent 
titm videant, aut ea qum vident dissimident ; qui spem 
Catilinm moUihis sentmtiis aluenmt, conjurationemque 
nascentem non credmdo eorrohoraverunt." ^ These words 
of the Eonmn Orator picture the case here. As I Hs- 
tened to the Senator from Hlinois, wMle he painfully 
strove to show that there is no Usurpation, I was re- 
minded of the effort by a distinguished logician to prove 
that Napoleon Bonaparte never existed. And permit 
me to say, that the .fact of his existence is not more 
entirely above doubt than the fact of this Usurpation. 
This I assert on proofs already presented. But con- 
firmation comes ahnost while I speak. The columns of 
the public press are daily filled with testimony solemn- 
ly taken before the Committee of Congress in Kansas, 
which attests, in awful light, the violence ending in 
the Usurpation. Of this I may speak on some other 
occasion.^ Meanwhile I proceed with the development 
of the Crime. 

The usurping Legislature assembled at the appointed 
place in the interior, and then at once, in opposition to 

1 Cicevo, 
s This revit 
the sequel. 
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tlie veto of the Governor, hy a majority of two thirds, 
removed to the Shawnee Mission, a place in most con- 
venient proximity to the Missouri horderers, hy whom 
it had heen constituted, and whose tyrannica! agent it 
was. The statutes of Missouri, in all tlieir text, with 
their divisions and subdivisions, were adopted bodily, 
and with such little local adaptation that the word 
" State " in the ordinal is not even changed to " Terri- 
tory," but is left to be corrected by an explanatory act 
All this general legislation was entirely subordinate to 
the special chapter entitled "An Act to punish Offences 
against Slave Property," where the One Idea that pro- 
voked this whole conspiracy is at last embodied in le- 
gislative form, and Human Slavery openly recognized on 
Free Soil, under the sanction of pretended law.' This 
chapter, of thirteen sections, is in itself a Dance of Death. 
But its complex completeness of wickedness without 
parallel may be partially conceived, when it is under- 
stood that in three sections only is the penalty of death 
denounced no less than forty-eight different times, by as 
many changes of language, f^ainst the heinous offence, 
described in forty-eight different ways, of interfering 
with what does not exist in that Territory, and under 
the Constitution cannot exist there, — I mean property 
in human ilesh. Thus is Liberty sacrificed to Slavery, 
and Death summoned to sit at the gates as guardian 
of the Wrong. 



' statutes of the Territory of Kunsaa, pnased Bt the First Session of 
tha Legislative Assembly, 1856, and the Act of Congress organizing sidd 
Territoryi and otiier Acts of Congress having immediate relation thereto, 
Shawnee M, L. School, 1855, Chap. 151, pp. 715 -TIT. Mr. Snmner's copy 
of this cnrions volume, which onca halnnsed to Mr, Sawnrd, is letlpred on 
tha back, " Laws of Kaasas; Terrilorial Legislature, alias Tae Ruffians' 
Legislature." 
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The work of ITsurpation -was not perfected even yet. 
It had already cost too much to be left at any hazard. 



Such was the ohject. And this could not he, except by 
the entire prostration of all the safeguards of Human 
Rights. Liberty of speech, which ia the very breath of 
a Eepubhc,— the press, which is the terror of ■wrong- 
doers,— the bar, through which the oppressed beards 
the arrogance of law, — the jury, by which right is vin- 
dicated, — all these must be struck down, while officers 
are provided in all places, ready to be the tools of this 
Tyranny ; and then, to obtain final assurance that their 
crime is secure, the whole Usurpation, stretching over 
the Territory, must be fastened and riveted by legisla- 
tive bolt, spike, and screw, so as to defp all effort at 
change through ordinary forms of law. To this work, 
in its various parts, were bent the subtlest energies ; 
and never, from Tubal Cain to this hour, was any fabric 
forged with more desperate skill and completeness. 

Mark, Sir, three different legislative enactments, con- 
stituting part of this work. First, according to one act, 
all who deny, by spoken or written word, " the right of 
persons to hold slaves in this Territory," are denounced 
as felons, to be punished by imprisonment at hard labor 
for a term not less than two years, — it may he for life. 
To show the extravagance of this injustice, it is well 
put by the Senator iiom Vermont [ Mr. Collamer], that, 
should the Senator from Mich^an [Mr. Cass], who be- 
Heves that Slavery cannot exist in a Territory, unless in- 
troduced by express legislative act, venture there with 
his moderate opinions, his doom must be that of a felon ! 
To such extent are the great liberties of speech and of 
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the press subverted 1 Secondly, by another act, entitled 
"An Act concerning Attorneya-at^Law," no person can 
practise as attorney, unless he ^lall obtain a Itcense from 
the Territorial courts, which, of course, a tyrannical dis- 
cretion will be free to deny ; and after obtaining such 
license, he is constrained to tate an oatli not only "to 
support " the Constitution of the United States, but also 
" to support and sustain " — mark here the reduplication 

— the Territorial Act and the Pugitive Slave Bill ; thus 
erecting a test for admission to the bar, calculated to ex- 
clude citizens who honestly regard the latter legislative 
enonnity as unfit to be obeyed. And, thirdly, by an- 
other act, entitled "An Act concerning Jurors," all per- 
sons " conscientiously opposed to tlie holding slaves," or 
" who do not admit the right to hold slaves in this Ter- 
ritory," are excluded ivom the jury on every ciuestion, 
civil or criminal, arising out of asserted slave property, 

— while, in all cases, the summoning of the jury is left, 
without one word of restraint, to " the marshal, sheriff, 
or other officer," who is thus free to pack it accord- 
ing to his tyrannical discretion. 

For the ready enforcement of all statutes against Hu- 
man Freedom, the President furnished a powerful yuota 
of ofiiceis, in the Governor, Chief Justice, Judges Sec- 
retary, Attorney, and Marshal. The Legislature com- 
pleted this part of the work, by .eonstitutmg id each 
county a Board of Commissioners, composed ot two 
persons, associated with the Probate Judge, whose duty 
it is to " appoint a county treasurer, coroner, justices of 
the peace, constables, and all other officers provided for 
by law," and then proceeding to the choice of this very 
Board : thus delegating and diffusing their usurped 
power, and tyrannically imposing upon the Territory a 
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crowd of officers, in whose appointment the people had 
no voice, directly or indirectly. 

And still the final, inexorable work remained to be 
done. A Legislature renovated in both branches could 
not assemble until 1858: so that, during this long in- 
termediate period, this whole system must continue in 
the likeness of law, uidess overtijrned by the National 
Government, or, in default of such interposition, by the 
generous uprising of an oppressed people. But it was 
necessary to guard against possibility of change, even 
tardily, at a future election ; and this was done by two 
different acts, under the jirst of which all who do not 
take the oath to support the Pi^tive Slave Bill are ex- 
cluded from the elective franchise, and under the sm}nd 
of which all others are entitled to vote who tender a 
tax of one dollar to the sheriff on the day of election ; 
thus, by provision of Territorial law, disfranchising all 
opposed to Slavery, and at the same time opeuing the 
door to the votes of the invaders; by an unconstitutional 
shibboleth excludii^ from the polls the body of actual 
settlers, and by making the franchise depend upon a 
petty tax only admitting to the polls the mass of bor- 
derers from Missouri. By tyrannical forethought, the 
Usurpation not only fortified aU that it did, but as- 
sumed a self-p&rpeitiiating energy. 

Thus was the Crime consummated. Slavery stands 
erect, clanking its chains on the Territory of Kansas, 
surrounded by a code of death, and trampling upon all 
cherished liberties, whether of speech, the press, the bar, 
the trial by jury, or the electoral franchise. And, Sir, 
all this is done, not merely to introduce a wrong which 
in itself is a denial of aU rights, and in dread of whieli 
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mothers have taken the Hvea of their offspring, — not 
merely, as is sometimes said, to protect Slavery in Mis- 
souri, since it is futile for this State to complain of 
Jfreedom on the side of Kansas, when Freedom exists 
■without complaint on the side of Iowa, and also on the 
side of Illinois, — hut it is done for the sake of politi- 
cal power, in order to hring two new slaveholding Sen- 
ators upon tlm floor, and thus to fortify in the National 
Government the desperate chances of a waning Oli- 
garchy. As the gallant ship, voyaging on pleasant sum- 
mer seas, is assailed hy a pirate crew, and plundered of 
its douhloons and dollars, so is this beautiful Territory 
now assailed in peace and prosperity, and rohbed of its 
pohtical power for the sake of Slavery. Even now the 
Mack flag of the land pirates from Missouri waves at 
the mast-head; in their laws you hear the pirate yell 
and see the flash of the pirate knife ; while, incredible 
to relate, the President, gathering the Slave Power at 
his hack, testifies a pirate sympathy. 

Sir, all tliis was done in the name of Popular Sov- 
ereignty. And this is the close of the tr^edj. Popular 
Sovereignty, which, when truly understood, is a fountain 
of just power, has ended in Popular Slavery, — not in the 
subjection of the unhappy African race merely, hut of 
this proud Caucasian blood which you boast. The pro- 
fession with which yon began, of All hy the People, is 
lost in the wretched reahty of Nothing for the People. 
Popular Sovereignty, in whose deceitful name plighted 
faith was broken and an ancient Landmark of Freedom 
overturned, now lifts itself before us like Sin in the 
terrible picture of Milton, which 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 

Volnminons and wisl, a serpent armed 
With mortal sting : about her middle ronnd 
A cry of lieil'lionnda nSTer ceaeiug bailced 
Witli wide Ceitierefln montiis fuil lond, and rung 
A iiideoua peai; yet, wlientliay list, would creep, 
If auglit distnrl>ed tbair noise, into ber womb. 
And icennel there, ;et there stiil belied. and howled 



The image is complete at all points ; and with tHs e 
posure I take my leave of the Crime against Kansas. 



II. 

Emerging from all the blackness of this Crime, where 
we seem to have "been lost, as in a savage wood, and 
turning our backs upon it, as upon desolation and 
death, from which, while others have suffered, we have 
escaped, I come now to THE Apologies which the Crime 
has fovmd. Sir, well may you start at the suggestion, 
that such a series of wrongs, so clearly proved by vari- 
ous testimony, so openly confessed by the wrong-doers, 
and so widely recognized throughout the country, should 
find apolc^ists. But partisan spirit, now, as in other 
days, hesitates at nothing. Great crimes of history 
have never been without apologies. Tlie massacre of 
St. Bartholomew, which you now instinctively condemn, 
was at the time applauded in high quarter, and even 
commemorated by a Papal medal, which may still be 
procured at Rome, — as the Crime against Kansas, which 
ia hardly less conspicuous in dreadful eminence, has 
been shielded on this floor by extenuating words, and 
even by a Presidential message, which, like the Papal 
medal, can never be forgotten in considering the per- 
versity of men. 
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Sir, the Crime cannot be denied. The President him- 
self has admitted " illegal and reprehensible " conduct. 
To such conclusion he was compelled by irresistible 
evidence. But what he mildly describes I openly de- 
nounce. Senators may affect to put it aside by sneer, 
or to reason it away by figures, or to explain it by 
theory, such as desperate invention has produced on this 
floor, that the Assassins and Thugs of Missouri are in 
reahty citizens of Kansas ; but all these efforts, so far 
as made, are only tokens of weakness, while to the orig- 
inal Crime they add another offence of false testimony 
against innocent and suffering men. But the Apologies 
for the Crime are worse than the efforts at denial. In 
essential heartlessness they identify their authors with 
the great iniquity. 

They are four in number, and fourfold in character. 
The first is the Apology tyraimical ; the second, the 
Apology imbecile ; the third, the Apology absurd ; and 
the fourth, the Apology infamoiis. This is all. Tyranny, 
imbecihty, absurdity, and infamy all unite to dance, 
hke the weird sisters, about this Crime. 

The Apology tyraimical is founded on the mistaken 
act of Governor Eeeder, in authenticating the Usurping 
Legislature, by which it is asserted, that, whatever may 
have been the actual force or fraud in its election, the 
people of Kansas are effectually concluded, and the 
whole proceeding is placed under formal sanction of 
law. According to this assumption, complaint is now 
in vain, and it only remauis that Congress should sit 
and hearken to it, without correcting the wrong, as 
the ancient tyrant listened and granted no redress to 
the human moans that issued from the heated brazen 
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tuE -which BvhbUe cruelty had devised. This I caU the 
Apology of technicality inspired by tyranny. 

The facts on this head are few and plain. Governor 
Eeeder, after allowing only five days for objections to 
the returns, — a space of time unreasonably brief in 
that extensive Territory, — declared a majority of the 
members of the Council and of the House of Represen- 
tatives " duly elected," witliheld certificates from cer- 
tain others, because of satisfactoiy proof tliat they were 
not duly elected, and appointed a day for new elec- 
tions to supply these vacancies. Afterwards, by formal 
mess^e, he recognized the Legislature as a legal body, 
and when he vetoed their act of adjournment to the 
ne^hborhood of Missomi, he did it simply on the 
ground of illegality in such adjournment under the or- 
ganic law. Now to every assumption founded on these 
facts there are two satisfactory replies : Jirst, that no 
certificate of the Governor can do more than authen- 
ticate a subsisting legal act, without of itself infusing 
legality where the essence of legality is not already ; 
and, secondly, that violence or fraud, wherever disclosed, 
vitiates completely every proceeding. In denying these 
principles, you place the certificate above the thing cer- 
tified, and give a perpetual lease to violence and fraud, 
merely because at an ephemeral moment they are un- 
questioned. This will not do. 

Sir, I am no apologist for Governor Eeeder. There 
is sad reason to believe that he went to Kansas origi- 
naUy as tool of the President ; but his simple nature, 
nurtured in the atmosphere of Pennsylvania, revolted at 
the service required, and he turned from his patron to 
duty. Grievously did he err in yielding to the Legisla- 
ture any act of authentication ; but in some measure he 
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has answered for this error by determined effort since 
to expose the utter illegahty of that bodyj which he 
now repudiates entirely. It was said of certain Eo- 
man Emperors, who did infinite mischief in their be- 
ginnings and infinite good towards their end, that they 
should never have been bom or never died ; and I 
would apply the same to the official life of this ICansas 
Governor, At all events, I dismiss the Apology founded 
on his acts, as the utterance of Tyranny by the voice of 
Law, transcending the declaration of the pedantic judge, 
in the British Parliament, on the eve of our Eevolntion, 
that our fathers, notwithstanding their complaints, were 
in reality represented in Parliament, inasmuch as their 
lands, under the original charters, were held " in com- 
mon socage, as of the manor of East Greenwich in 
Kent," which, being duly represented, carried with it 
all the Colonies.^ Thus in another age has Tyranny as- 
sumed the voice of Law. 

Next comes the Apology imbecile, which is founded 
on the alleged want of power in the President to arrest 
this Crime. It is openly asserted, that, under existing 
laws, the Chief Magistrate has no authority to interfere 
in Kansas for this purpose. Such is the broad state- 
ment, which, even if correct, furnishes no Apology for 
any proposed ratification of the Crime, but which is in 
reality untrue ; and this I caE the Apology of imbecil- 

In other matters no, such ostentatious imbecility ap- 

1 This story is told of Sir JiunBH Marriott, the Admirnlty Judge. (Basil 
Montagn'3 Essays; Barriater.) Sometliinj; aimilar may be traced to Lord 
Mansfield, not usually pedantic or technical, in the Debate on the Right of 
Parliament to tax America, Feb. 10, 1T68, (Hansard, Parliamentary His- 
tory, XVI, 176.) 
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pears. Only lately, a vessel of war in the Pacific lias 
chastised the cannibala of the Feejee Islands for alleged 
outr^e on American citizens. But no person of ordi- 
nary intelligence will pretend that American citizens 
in the pacific have received wror^s from these canni- 
hals comparahle in atrocity to those suffered hy Amer- 
ican citizens in Kansas, Ah, Sir, the interests of Slav- 
ery are not touched by any chastisement of Feejees ! 

Constantly we are informed of efforts at New York, 
through the agency of the Government, and sometimes 
only on the breath of suspicion, to arrest vessels about 
to sail on foreign voyages in violation of our neutrality 
laws or treaty stipulations. Now no man familiar with 
the cases will presume to suggest that the urgency for 
these arrests is equal to the urgency for interposition 
against these successive invasions from Missouri. But 
the Slave Power is not disturhed by such arrests in New 
York. 

At this moment the President exults in the vigilance 
with which he prevented the enlistment of a few sol- 
diers, for transportation to Halifax, in breach of our 
territorial sovereignty, and England is bravely threat- 
ened, even to the extent of rupture of diplomatic re- 
lations, for her endeavor, though unsuccessful, and at 
once abandoned.! No man in his senses will urge that 
this act was anything but trivial by the side of the 
Crime against Kansas But the Slave Power is not 
concerned m this controversy 

Thus where the SI we Power is nilifferent the Presi- 
dent -ftiU ''ee that the laws aie faithfullj exe utel but 
in other cises wheie the mtereits of SHiei^ are at 

» Mr Crn pton tl a B it fh M 
Liiwre ce9 Whei on ei lfl63 p 
ments 34t i Co g 1st Se N 1 
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stake, he is controlled absolutely by tltis tyranny, ready 
at all times to do, or not to do, precisely as it dictates. 
Therefore it is that Kansas is left a prey to the Propa- 
gandists of Slavery, while the whole Treasury, the Army, 
and Navy of the United States are lavished to hunt a 
single slave through the streets of Boston. You have 
not forgotten the latter instance ; but I choose to refresh 
it in your minds. 

As long ago as 1851 the War Department and Navy 
Department concurred in placuig the forces of the Unit- 
ed States near Boston at the command of the Marshal, 
if needed for the enforcement of an Act of Congress 
■which is without support in the public conscience, as 
I believe it without support m the Constitution ; and 
thus these forces were degraded to the loathsome worlc 
of alave-hunters. More than three yeai^ afterwards an 
occasion arose for their intervention. A fugitive from 
Vii^ia, who for some days had trod the streets of Bos- 
ton as a freeman, was seized as a slave. The whole 
community was aroused, while Bunker HiU and Faneuil' 
HaU quaked with responsive indignation. Then, Sir, the 
President, anxious that no tittle of Slavery should suffer, 
was curiously eager in the enforcement of the statute, 
The despatches between him and his agents in Boston 
attest his zeal. Here are some of tliem. 

" Boston, May 27, 1854. 
" To Ike Frsndent of the Vailed Slates. 

" In eonaequencB of an attack upon the Court House last 
uight, for the purpose of rescuing a fugitive slave under 
arrest, and in which one of my o-wn guards was killed, / have 
availed myself of the resources of the United States, placed un- 
der my control by letter from the War and Navy Departments 
tra 1851, and now have two companies of troops from Fort 
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Independence stationed in tiie Court House. Everything is 
now quiet. Tlie attack was repulsed by my own guard. 
"Watson Fbheman. 
" United States Marshal, Boston, Mass." 

"Washikoton, May 27, 1854. 
" To Watson Feeeman, United States Marshal, Bosteii,, Mass. 
" Tour conduct is approved. The law must bo executed. 

" Fb AN KLIN PlEBOE." 

" Washington, May 30, 1854. 
" To Hon. B. F. Hallett, Boston, Mass. 

" What is the stEte of the case of Bums t 

" Sidney Webster. 
" Privaie Secretary of the Fresideal." 

"Washington, May 31, 1854. 
" To B. F. Hallett, United Stales Attorney, Boston, Mass. 

" Incur any expense deemed necessary by the Marshal 
and yourself for City Military, or otherwise, to insure the 
execution of the law. 

"Fbankon Pibhce." 

The President was not content with the forces then 
on hand in the neighborhood. Other posts also were 
put under requisition. Two companies of national 
troops, stationed at New York, were kept under arms, 
ready at any moment to proceed to Boston ; and the 
Adjutant-General of the Army was directed to repair 
to the scene, there to supeiintend the execution of the 
statute. All this was done for the sake of Slavery. 
But during long months of menace suspended over the 
Free Soil of Kansas, breaking forth in successive inva- 
sions, the President folds his hands in complete list- 
lessness, or, if he moves at ah, it is only to e 
the robber propf^ndists. 
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And now tl int lb f tl country is insulted 

by the Apol j th t th P It had no power to 
interfere. WI y S ti k tb confession is to con- 
fess our Gov t p t 1 fTilure, which I will 
never do, — pt d d as t administered now. 
No, Sir, the n bee 1 ty f tl 01 f Magistrate shall not 
be charged uj A I tit tions. Where there 
is a will, there is a waj , and m his case, had the 
will existed, there would have been a way, easy and 
triumphant, to guard against the Grime we deplore. 
His powers are in every respect ample ; and this I 
prove by the statute-book. By the Act of Congress of 
28th February, 1795, it is enacted, " that, whenever the 
laws of the United States shall be opposed, or the, exe- 
cution thereof obstructed, in any State, by combinations 
too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course 
of judicial proceedings, or by the powers vested in the 
marshals by this Act, it shall be lawful for the Presi- 
dent of the United Sfates to call forth the militia."^ 
By the supplementary Act of 3d March, 1807, in all 
cases where he is authorized to call forth the militia 
" for the purpose of causing the laws to be duly exe- 
cuted," the President is further empowered, in any State 
or Temtor^, "to employ for the same purposes such 
part of the land or naval force of the United States as 
shall bo judged necessary." ^ There is the letter of the 
law ; and you will please to mark the power conferred. 
In no case, wliere the laws of the United States are op- 
posed, or their execution obstructed, is the President con- 
strained to wait for the recLuisition of a Governor, or 
even the petition of a citizen. Just so soon as he learns 
the fact, no matter by wliat channel, he is invested by 
1 statutes at Lw^e, Vol. I. p. tZi. ' Ibid., Vol. II. p. US. 
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law with full power to counteract it. True it is, tliat, 
when tM laws of a State are obstructed, he can interfere 
only on the application of the Legislature of such State, 
or of the Executive, when the Legislature cannot he 
convened ; but when the National kws are obstructed, 
no such preliminary application is necessary. It is his 
high duty, under his oath of office, to see that they are 
executed, and, if need be, by the National forces. 

And, Sn, this is the precise exigency that arises in 
Kansas, — exactly this, — nor more, nor less. The Act 
of Congress constituting the very organic law of the 
Territory, -which, in peculiar phrase, as if to avoid am- 
biguity, declares, as its " true intent and meaning," that 
the people thereof shall be left " perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way," has been from the banning opposed and obstruct- 
ed in its execution. If the President had power to em- 
ploy the national forces in Boston, when he supposed 
the Fugitive Slave Bill was obstructed, and merely in 
anticipation of such obstruction, it is absurd to say that 
he has not power in Kansas, when, in the face of the 
whole country, the very organie law of the Territory is 
trampled under foot by successive invasions, and the 
freedom of the people there overthrown. To assert 
ignorance of this obstruction — premeditated, long-con- 
tinued, and stret-ehing through months — attributes to 
him not merely imbecihty, but idiocy. And thus do 
I dispose of this Apology. 

Next comes the Apology alswd, which is, indeed, in 
the nature of pretext. It is alleged that a small printed 
pamphlet, containing the " Constitution and Eitual of 
the Grand Encampment and Regiments of the Kansas 
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Lagion," was taken from the person of one Geoi^e F. 
Warren, who attempted to avoid detection by chewing 
it. The oaths and grandiose titles of the pretended 
L^ion are all set forth, and this poor mummery of a 
secret society, which existed only on paper, is gravely 
introduced on this floor, in order to extenuate the Crime 
against Kansas. It has been paraded in more than one 
speech, and even stuffed into the report of the Com- 
mittee. 

A part of the obligations assumed by the members of 
tliis Legion shows why it is thus pursued, while also 
attesting its innocence. It is as follows. 

" r will never knowii^ly propose a person for membership 
in this order who is not in favor of making Kansas a Free 
State, and whom I feel satisfied will esert his entire influence 
to bring about this result. I will support, maintain, and 
abide by any honorable movement made by the organization 
to secure this great end, which ivili not conflict with the laws 
of t/ie country and the Constitution of the United States." '■ 

Kansas is to he made .a Free State by an honorable 
movement which will not conflict -with the laws and 
the Constitution. That is the object of the oi^anization, 
declared in the very words of the initiatory obligation. 
Where is the wrong in this ? What is there here to 
cast reproach, or even suspicion, upon the people of 
Kansas ? Grant that the Legion was constituted, can 
you extract from it any Apology for the original Crime, 
or for its present ratification? Secret societies, with 
extravagant oaths, are justly offensive; but who can 
find in this mistaken machinery any excuse for the de- 
nial of all rights to the people of Kansas ? AU this I 

J Mr- Donfflfls'n Beport on the Affairs of Kansas: Senate Reports, S4th 
Conjr. l3t Seas., No. 3*, p. 29. 
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say on the supposition that the society is a reality, whicli 
it is not. Existir^ in the fantastic brains of a few per- 
sons only, it never had any practical life. It was never 
organized. The whole tale, with the mode of obtaining 
the copy of the Constitution, is at once cock-and-bull 
story and mare's nest, — trivial as the former, absurd 
as the latter, — and to be dismissed, with the Apology 
founded upon it, to tlie derision wliich triviality and 
absurdity justly receive. 

It only remains, under this head, that I should speak 
of the Apology ii^amous, — founded on false testimony 
against the Em^rant Aid Company, and assumptions 
of duty more false than the testimony. Defying truth 
and mocking decency, this Apolc^ excels all others in 
futility and audacity, while, from its utter hollowness, 
it proves the utter impotence of the conspirators to de- 
fend their Crima Falsehood, always infainous, in this 
case arouses unwonted scorn. An association of sincere 
benevolence, faithful to the Constitution and laws, whose 
only fortifications are hotels, school-houses, and church- 
es, whose only weapons are saw-miUs, tools, and books, 
■whose mission is peace and good-wiU, is grt^sly assailed 
on this floor, and an errand of blameless virtue made the 
pretext for an unpardonable Crime. Nay, more, — the 
innocent are saciificed, and the guilty set at liberty. 
They who seek to do the mission of the Saviour are 
scourged and crucified, while the murderer, Barabbas, 
with the sympathy of the chief priests, goes at lai^e. 

Were I to take counsel of my own feelings, I should 
dismiss this whole Apology to the ineffable contempt 
which it deserves ; but it is made to play such a part 
in this conspiracy, that I feel it a duty to expose it com- 
pletely. 
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Sir fi Jin the l iilie'.t times, men have recognized the 
advantages ot orj^am^ation as an effective agency in 
promoting the husmess of life. Especially at this mo- 
ment there i? no mteiest public or private, high or low, 
of chanty ox tmde, of luxury or convenience, ■wliich does 
not seek its aid. Men oi^anize to rear churches and 
to make pins, — to build schools and to sail ships, — to 
construct roads and to manufacture toys, — to spin cot- 
ton and to print books, — to weave cloths and to increase 
harvests, -^ to provide food and to distribute light, — to 
influence Public Opinion and to secure votes, ■ — to guard 
infancy in its weakness, old age in its decrepitude, and 
womanhood in its wretchedness ; and now, in all large 
towns, when death has come, they are buried by organ- 
ized societies, and, emigrants to another world,^ they lie 
down in pleasant places, adorned hy organized skill 
To complain that this prevaUing principle has been ap- 
plied to living emigration is to complain of Providence 
and the irresistible tendencies implanted in man. 

Tliis application of the principle is no recent inven- 
tion, brought forth for an existing emeigency. It has 
the best stamp of AnticLuity. It showed itself in the 
br^htest days of Greece, where colonists moved in or- 
ganized bands. It became part of the mature policy 
of Eome, where bodies of men were constituted express- 
ly for this purpose, — triv/mmiri ad colonos dediicendos? 
Naturally it is accepted in modern times by every civ- 
ilized state. With the sanction of Spain, an associa- 
tion of Genoese merchants iirst introduced slaves to 

I " Emigriml is the insorlptEon on the tombatono -where he lies." 
This is the verse of Longfellow on the artlat Albert DUrer, buried at Nu- 
remberg. 

2 L'vv, XXXVII. 46. See, aJso, Smith, Dictionnry of Greek nnd Roman 
Antiquities, nrt. Colobia. 



H«,db,Googlc 



196 THE CEIME AGAINST KANSAS. 

this contineat. "With tlie sanction of France, tlie So- 
ciety of Jesuits stretched their labors over Canada and 
the Great Lakes to tlie Mississippi. It was under the 
auspices of Emigrant Aid Companies that our country- 
was originally settled by the Pi^rim Fathera of Plym- 
outh, by the Adventurers of Virginia, and by the philan- 
thropic Oglethorpe, whose "benevolent soul," commem- 
orated by Pope, soi^ht to plant a Free State in Georgia. 
At this day, such associations, of humbler character, are 
found in Europe, with offices in the great capitals, through 
whose activity emigrants are directed hither. 

For a long time, em^ation to the West, from the 
Koiihera and Middle States, but particularly from New 
England, has been of marked significance. In c[uest of 
better homes, annually it presses to the unsettled lauds,, 
in numbers counted by tens of thousands; but this has 
been done heretofore with little knowledge, and without 
guide or counseL Finally, when, by the establishment 
of a government in Kansas, the tempting fields of that 
central region were opened to the competition of peace- 
ful colonization, and especially when it was declared 
that the question of Freedom or Slavery there was to 
be determined by the votes of actual settlers, then at 
once was organization enlisted as an effective agency 
in cLuickening and conducting the emigration impelled 
thither, and, more than all, in providing homes on its 
arrival. 

The Company was first constituted under an Act of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, April 26, 1854, some 
weeks prior to the passage of the Nebraska Bill The 
or^nal act of incorporation was suhsecLuently aban- 
doned, and a new charter received in February, 1855, iq 
which the objects of the Society are thus declared : — 
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" For tho purposes of directing emigration westward, and 
aiding in providing accommodations /or t/te emigranli after 
arriving at their places of destination." ' 

At any other moment an association for these pur- 
poses would take its place, by general consent, among 
philanthropic experiments ; but Crime is always sus- 
picious, and shakes, like a sick man, merely at the 
pointing of a finger. The conspirators against Freedom 
in Kansas became alarmed at the movement. Their 
wicked plot was about to fail To help themselves, 
they denounced the Emigrant Aid Company; and their 
denunciations, after finding an echo in the President, 
are repeated, with much particularity, on this floor, in 
the formal report of your Committee. 

The falsehood of the whole accusation will appear in 
illustrative instances. 

A charter is set out, section by section, which, though 
originally granted, was subsequently abandoned, and is 
not in reality the charter of the Company, bat is mate- 
rially unbke it. 

The Company is represented as "a powerful corpora- 
tion, with a capital of five millions," when, by its actual 
charter, it is not allowed to hold property above one 
million, and, in point of fact, its capital has not exceed- 
ed one hundred thousand dollars. 

Then, again, it is suggested, if not alleged, that this 
enormous capital, which I have already said does not 
exist, is invested in " cannon and rifles, in powder and 
lead," and " implements of war," all of which, whether 
alleged or suggested, is absolutely false. The officers 
of the Company authoiize me to give this whole as- 
sumption a point-blank denial. 

1 Massachusetts Special Laws, VoL X. p. 282. 



H«,db,Googlc 



198 THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 

These allegations are of amall importance, and I men- 
tion them only because they show the ciiaraoter of the 
report, and also something of the q^uicbaand on which 
the Senator from Illinois chooses to plant himself. But 
these are all capped by the unblushing assertion, that 
the proceeding of the Company were "in perversion 
of the plain provisions of an Act of Congress," — and 
also another unblushing assertion, as " certain and un- 
deniable," that the Company was formed to promote 
certain objects, "regardless of the rights and wishes 
of the people, as guarantied by the Constitution of 
the United States, and secured by their organic law," 
when it is certain and undeniable that the Company 
has done nothing in perversion of auy Act of Con- 
gress, while, to the extent of its power, it seeks to pro- 
tect the rights and wishes of the actual people in the 
Territory. 

Sir, this Company has violated in no respect the Con- 
stitution or laws of the land, — not in the merest letter 
or the slightest spirit. But every other imputation is 
equally baseless. It is not true, as the Senator from 
Illinois alleges, in order in some way to compromise the 
Company, that it was informed before the public of iiie 
date fixed for the election of the Legislature. This 
statement is pronounced by the Secretary, in a letter 
now before me, " an unqualified falsehood, not having 
even the shadow of a aWde of truth for its basis." It 
is not true that men have been hired by the Company 
to go to Kansas ; for every emigrant going under its 
direction himself provides the means for his journey. 
Of course. Sir, it is not true, as is complained by the 
Senator from South Carolina, with that proclivity to 
error which marks all his utterances, that men have 
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been sent by tlie Company "with one uniform gun. 
Sharp's riile" ; for it has suppUed no arms of aiiy kind 
to anybody. It is not true that the Company has en- 
couraged any fanatical aggression upon the people of 
Missouri ; for it counsels order, peace, forbearance. It 
ia not true that the Company has chosen its em^ranta 
on account of political opinions ; for it asks no ques- 
tions with r^ard to the opinions of any whom it aids, 
and at this moment stands ready to forward those from 
the South as well as the North, while, in the Territory, 
all, from whatever quarter, are admitted to equal enjoy- 
ment of its tempting advantages. It is not true tliat 
the Company has sent persons merely to control elec- 
tions, and not to remain in the Territory ; for its whole 
action, and aU its anticipation of pecuniary profits, are 
founded on the hope of stocking the country with per- 
manent settlers, by whose labor the capital of the Com- 
pany shall be made to yield its increase, and by whose 
fixed interest in the soil the welfare of all shall be 
promoted. 

Sir, it has not the honor of being an Abolition Socie- 
ty, or of numbering Abolitionists among its officera Its 
President^ is a retired citizen, of ample means and char- 
itable life, who has taken no part in the conflicts with 
Slavery, and never allowed his sympathies to be felt by 
Abolitionists. One of its Vice-Presidents is a gentle- 
man from Vii^nia,^ with family and friends there, who 
has always opposed the Abolitionists. Its generous 
Treasurer,^ now justly absorbed by the objects of the 

> Hon. John Carter Brown, of Providence, R. I. 

2 Hon. John M. S. Williams, of Cambridge, afterwards an earnest mem- 
ber of the Republican party, and for some time Chairman ofits Republican 
State Committee, in' Masaachusetts. 

* Hon, A. A. Lawrence, of Boston. 
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Company, has always been understood as ranging with 
his extensive connections, by blood and marriage, on 
the side of that quietism which submits to all the tyr- 
anny of the Slave Power. Its Director are more con- 
spicuous for -wealth and science than for any activity 
agamst Slavery. Among these is an eminent lawyer 
of Massachusetts, Mr. Chapman,^ — personally known, 
doubtless, to some who hear me, — who has distin- 
guished himself by an austere conservatism, too natu- 
ral to the atmosphere of courts, which does not flinch 
even from the support of the Fugitive Slave BiU. In 
a recent address at a public meeting in Springfield, 
this gentleman thus speaks for hnnself and his asso- 
ciates: — 

" I have been a Director of the Society from the first, and 
have kept myself well informed in regard to its proceedings. 
I am not aware that any one in this community ever sus- 
pected me of being an Abolitionist; but I have been accused 
of being Proslavery, and I believe many good people think 
I am quite too conservative on that subject. I talte this 
occasion to say that all the plans and proceedings of the 
Society have met my approbation ; and I assert that it has 
never done a single act with which any political party or 
the people of any section of the country can justly find fault. 
The name of its President, Mr. Brown, of Providence, and of 
its Treasurer, Mr. Lawrence, of Boston, are a sufficient guat^ 
anty, in the estimation of intelligent men, against its being 
engaged in any fanatical enterprise. Its stockholders are 
composed of men of all poKtical parties except Abohtionists. 
I am not aware that it has received the patronage of that 
class of our fellow-citizens, and 1 am informed that some of 
them disapprove of its proceedings." 
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The acts of the Company Iiave been such aa might be 
expected £rom auspices thiia severely careful at all points. 
The secret through which, with small means, it has been 
able to accomplish so much is, that, as inducement to 
emigration, it goes forward and •plants capital in advance 
of poptdation. According to the old immethodical sys- 
tem, this ride is reversed, and population is left to grope 
blindly, -without the advantage of fixed centres, with 
mills, schools, and churches, — all calculated to soften 
the hardships of pioneer life, — such as are eatabHshed 
beforehand in Kansas. Here, Sir, is the secret of the 
Emigrant Aid Company. By this single principle, 
which is now practically applied for the first time in 
history, and which has the simplicity of genius, a busi- 
ness association at a distance, without large capital, 
has become the beneficent instrument of civilization, 
exercising the functions of various societies, and be- 
ing in itself Missionaiy Society, Bible Society, Tract 
Society, Education Society, and Society for the Dif- 
fusion of the Mechanic Arts. I would not claim too 
much for this Company ; but I doubt if at this moment 
there is any society so completely philanthropic; and 
since its leading idea, like the light of a caudle from 
which other candles are lighted without number, maybe 
applied indefinitely, it promises to be an important aid 
to Human Progress. The lesson it teaches cannot be 
forgotten; and hereafter, wherever unsettled lands exist, 
inteUigent capital will lead the way, anticipating the 
wants of the pioneer, — nay, doing the very work of the 
original pioneer, — while, amidst well-arranged harmo- 
nies, a new community arises, to become, by example, 
a more eloquent preacher than any solitary missionary. 
In subordination to this essential idea is its humbler 
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machinery for the aid of em^nts on their way, hy 
combining parties, so that friends and neighbors journey 
together, — hy purchasing tickets at wholesale, and fur- 
nishing them to individuals at actual cost, — by provid- 
ing for each party a conductor familiar with the road, 
and, throi^h these simple means, promotii^ the econo- 
my, safety, and comfort of the expedition. The number 
of em^nts it has directly aided, even thus slightly, in 
their journey, is infinitely exa^erated. From the be- 
ginning of its operations down to the close of the last 
autumn, all iti detanhments from Massachusetts con- 
tained nnl> thirteen hundred and twelve persons, 

Such IS the simple tale of the Emigrant Aid Company. 
Sir, not even suspicion can justly touch it. But it must 
be made a scapegoat This is the decree which has gone 
forth. I was hirdly surprised at this outrage, when it 
proceeded from the President, for, like Macbeth, he is 
"stepped in so far," that "returning were as tedious as 
go o'er' , but I did not expect it from the Senator from 
jVIissouri [Mr. Geyek], whom I have learned to respect 
for the general moderation of his views, and the name 
he has won in an honorable profession. Listening to 
him, I was saddened by the spectacle of the extent to 
which Slavery wiU sway a candid mind to do injustice. 
Were any other interest in question, that Senator would 
scorn to join in impeachment of such an association. 
His instincts, as lawyer, as man of honor, and as Sena- 
tor, would forbid; but the Slave Power, in enforcing 
its behests, allows no hesitation, and the Senator sur- 
renders. 

In this vindication I content myself with a statement 
of facts, rather than an argument. It might he urged 
that Missouri oi^anized a propagandist emigration long 
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before any from Massachusetts, and you might be re- 
minded of the wolf in the fable, which complained of the 
lamb for disturbing the waters, when in fact the alleged 
offender was lower down the stream. It might be ui^ed 
also that South Carolina lately entered upon a similar 
system, — while one of her chieftains, in rallying re- 
cruits, has unconsciously attested the cause in which 
he was engaged, by exclaiming, in the words of Satan, 
addressed to his wicked forces, — ■ 

"Awakel iirisel or be forever fallen 1 " l . 
But the occasion needs no such defences. I put them 
aside. Not on the example of Missouri or the exam- 
ple of South Carolina, but on inherent rights, which 
no man, whether Senator or President, can justly as- 
sail, do I plant this impregnable justification. It will 
not do, in specious phrase, to allege the right of every 
State to be free in domestic policy from foreign inter- 
ference, and then to assume such wrongful interfer- 
ence by this Company. By the law and Constitution 
we stand or ftill ; and that law and Constitution we 
liave in no respect offended. 

To cloak the overthrow of all law in Kansas, an as- 
sumption is now set up which utterly denies one of the 
plainest rights of the people everywhere. Sir, I beg 
Senators to understand that this is a government of 
laws, and that, under these laws, the people have an in- 
contestable right to settle any portion of our broad ter- 
ritory, and, if they choose, to propagate any opinions 
there not forbidden by the laws. If this be not so, 

1 Mr. Evans, ot South Carolina, here interrupted Mr. Sumner to say that 
ha did not know of any such address. Mr. Sumner replied, that " it was 
in a speech or letter of one of the gentlemen enlisted in eh tain ing emigrants 
in South Carolina." — Congressional Globe, Mth Cong. Ist Sass., Appendix, 
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pray, Sir, by what title ia the Senator from Illinois, who 
is an emigrant from Vermont,^ prop^ating his disastrous 
opinions in another State ? Sarely he has no monopoly 
of this right. Others may do what he is doing ; nor can 
the right be in any way restricted. It is as broad as the 
people ; nor does it matter whether they go in numbers 
small or great, with assistance or without assistance, 
under the auspices of societies or not under such aus- 
pices. If this be not so, then by what title are so 
many foreigners annually naturalized, under Democratic 
auspices, in order to secure votes for misnamed Demo- 
cratic principles ? And if capital as well as combination 
cannot be employed, by what title do venerable associa- 
tions exist, of ampler means and longer duration than 
any Emigrant Aid Company, around which cluster the 
regard and confidence of the country, — the Tract Soci- 
ety, a powerful corporation, which scatters its publica- 
tions freely in every comer of the land, — the Bible So- 
ciety, an incorporated body, with laige resources, which 
seeks to carry the Book of Life alike into Territories and 
States, — the Missionary Society, also an incorporated 
body, with laige resources, which sends its agents every- 
where, at home and in fore^n lands ? By what title do 
all these exist ? l^Tay, Sir, by what title does an Insxir- 
ance Company in New York send its agent to open an 
office in New Orleans ? and by what title does Massa- 
chusetts capital contribute to the Hannibal and St. Jo- 
seph Eailroad in Missouri, and also to the copper mines 
of Michigan ? The Senator inveighs against the Native 
American party ; but his own principle is narrower than 
any attributed to them. They object to the influence 
of emigrants from abroad: he objects to the influence of 
1 Mr. Douglas was born in Varmont. 
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American citizens at home, when exerted in States or 
Territories where they were not born- The whole as- 
sumption is too audacious for respectful ai^ument. But 
since a great tight is denied, the children of the Free 
States, over whose cradles has shone the North Star, owe 
it to themselves, to their ancestors, and to Freedom it- 
self, that this right shall now be asserted to the fullest 
extent. By the blessing of God, and under the contin- 
ued protection of the laws, they will go to Kansas, there 
to plant homes, in the hope of elevating this Territory 
soon into the sisterhood of Free States ; and to such end 
they will not hesitate in the employment of aU Inti- 
mate means, whether by companies of men or contribu- 
tions of money, to swell a virtuous emigration, and they 
wiU. justly scout any attempt to q^uestion this unques- 
tionable light. Sir, if they fail to do this, they will be 
fit only for slaves themselves. 

God be praised, Massachusetts, honored Common- 
wealth, that gives me the privilege to plead for Kansas 
on this floor, knows her rights, and will maintain them 
firmly to the end. This is not the first time in history 
that her public acts have been impeached and her public 
men exposed to contumely. Thus was it in the oldeu 
time, when she began the great battle whose fruits you 
all enjoy. But never yet has she occvipied a position so 
lofty as at this hour. By the intelKgence of her popu- 
lation, by the resources of her industry, by her com- 
merce, cleaving every wave, by her maniifactures, vari- 
ous as human skill, by her institutions of education, 
various as human knowledge, by her institutions of be- 
nevolence, various as human suffering, by the pages of 
her scholars and historians, by the voices of her poets 
and orators, she is now exerting an influence more sub- 
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tile and commanding than ever before, — shooting her 
far-darting rays wherever ignorance, wretchedness, or 
■wrong prevails, and flashing light even upon those who 
travel far to persecute her. Such is Massachusetts ; and 
I am proud to believe that you may as well attempt 
with puny ann to topple down the earth-rooted, heaven- 
kissing granite which crowns the historic sod of Bunker 
Hill as to change her fixed resolve for Freedom every- 
where, and especially now for Freedom in Kansas. I 
exult, too, that in this battle, which in moral grandeur 
surpasses far the whole war of the Revolution, she is able 
to preserve her just eminence. To the first she contrib- 
uted troops in larger numbers than any other State, and 
laiger than aR the Slave States together; and now to 
the second, which is not of contending armies, but o£ 
contending opmions, oh whose issue hangs trembling 
the advancing civilization of the age, slie contributes, 
through the manifold and endless intellectual activity 
of her children, more of that divine spark by whicli 
opinions are quickened into life than is contributed by 
any other State, or by all the Slave States together, 
while her annual productive industry exceeds in val- 
ue three times the whole vaunted cotton crop of the 
whole South, 

Sir, to men on earth it belongs only to deserve success, 
not to secure it ; and I know not how soon the efforts of 
Massachusetts will wear the crown of triumph. But it 
cannot be that she acts wrong for herself or her chil- 
dren, -when in this cause she encounters reproach. No: 
by the generous souls once exposed at Lexington, — by 
those who stood arrayed at Bunker Hill, — by the many 
from her bosom who, on all tlie fields of the first great 
struggle, lent their vigorous arms to the cause of all, — 
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by the children she has borne, whose names alone are 
national trophies, is Massachusetts now vowed irrevoca- 
bly to this worlt. What belongs to the faithful servant 
she will do in all things, and Providence shall deter- 
mine the result.^ 

And here ends what I have to say of the four Apol- 
ogies for the Crime against Kansas.^ 

III. 

From this ample survey, where one obstruction af- 
ter another has been removed, I now pass, in the third 
place, to the consideration of the remedies proposed, end- 
ing with THE True Eembdy. 

The Eemedy should be coextensive with the original 
Wrong ; and since, by the passage of the Nebraska Bill, 
not only Kansas, but also Nebraska, Minnesota, Wash- 
ington, and even Oregon, are opened to Slavery, the orig- 
inal Prohibition should be restored to its full activity 
throughout these various Territories. By such happy 
restoration, made in good faith, the whole country would 
be replaced in the condition it enjoyed before the intro- 
duction of that dishonest measure. Here is the Alpha 
and the Omega of our aim in this immediate contro- 

' Mr. Bntler, of South Carolina, [n his two days' speech reviewing and de- 
nouncing Mr. Sumner, while the latter whs snfftring at home, said of this 
pasaago : " The best part of his late speech is a pariphraeis of Demosthenes, 
almost a servile imitation of tha apostrophe of Demosthenes. I never saw 

such a remnritabie resemblanca I do not say it is a plagiarism ; hut it 

is a lemartftble imitation, as far as one man incapable of comprehending 
thetrueapirit of Demosthenes oonld imitate him." — Speech in the Senate, 
■ June latli and 13th, 1666 1 Congressional Glotie, 31th Cong, lat Bess., Ap- 
pendix, p. 63i. 

a At tliia point, Mr. Sumner, hariuR spolten three hours, yielded for a 
motion U) adjourn. On the neit day, May 20tli, he concluded. 
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versy. But no 3uch extensive measuie is now in ques- 
tion. Tlie Crime against Kansas is special, and all else 
is absorbed in the special remedies for it. Of these I 
shall now speak 

Aa the Apologies were fourfold, so are the proposed 
Eemedies fourfold ; and they range themselves in nat- 
ural order, under designations which so truly disclose 
their character aa even to supersede argument. First, 
we have the Remedy of Tyi-anny ; next, the Remedy of 
Folly ; next, the Remedy of Injustice and Civil War ; 
and, fourthly, flie Remedy of -Imtice and Peace. There 
are the four caskets; and you are to determine which 
shall be opened by Senatorial votes. 

There is the Remedy of Tyranny, which, like its com- 
plement, the Apology of Tyranny,— tliough espoused on 
this floor, especially by the Senator from Illinois, — pro- 
ceeds from the President, and is embodied in a special 
messf^e. It proposes enforced obedience to the exist- 
ing laws of Kansas, " whether Federal or local," when, in 
fact, Kansas has no " local " laws, except those imposed 
by the Usurpation from Missouri, and it calls for addi- 
tional appropriations to complete this work of tyranny. 

I shall not follow the President in his elaborate en- 
deavor to prejudge the contested election now pending 
in the House of Representatives ; for this whole matter 
belongs to the privileges of that body, and neither the 
President nor the Senate has a right to intermeddle 
therewith. I do not touch it. But now, while dismiss- 
ing it, I should not pardon myself, if I failed to add, that 
any person who founds his claim to a seat in Congress 
on the pretended votes of hirelings from another State, 
with no home on the soil of Kansas, plays the part of 
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Anacharsis Clootz, who, at the bar of the French Con- 
vention, undertook to represent nations that knew him 
not, or, if they knew him, scorned him, with this dif- 
ference, that in our American case the excessive farce 
of the transaction cannot cover its tragedy. But all 
this I put aside, to deal only with what is legitimately 
Ijefore the Senate. 

I expose simply the tyranny which upholds the exist- 
ing Usurpation, and asks for additional appropriations. 
Let it be judged by example from which in this coimtry 
there can be no appeal. Here ia the speech of George 
the Third, made from his throne to Parliament, in re- 
spouse to the complaints of the Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay, which, though smarting under laws passed 
by usurped power, had yet avoided all armed opposition, 
while Lexington and Bunker Hill still slumbered in 
rural solitude, unconscious of the historic kindred they 
were soon to claim. Instead of Massachusetts Bay, 
in the royal speech, substitute Kansas, and the messes 
of the President will be found fresh on the lips of the 
British King. Listen now to the words, which, in open- 
ing Parliament, 30th November, 1774, his Majesty, ac- 
cording to the ofacial report, was pleased to speak. 

" My Lords and Gendemen : — ■ 

" It gives me much concern, that I am obliged, at the op- 
ening of thia Parliament, to inform you that a moat daring 
spirit of remtance and disohedien/x to the km still unhappily 
pvevfula in the Province of the MassachuseUs Baff, and has 
in divers parts of it broke forth in fresh violences of a very 
erhninal nature. These proceedings Aave been eovMrnaiuxd 
and encouraged in other of my Colonies, and unwarrantable 
attempts have been made to obstruct the commerce of this Hng- 
dffm by uniavifml comhinatiom. I have taken such measures 
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and given such orders as I judged most proper and efFectiial 
;far carrying into execution fke laws tvkick were parsed in the 
last semon of the late Parliament, for the protection and se- 
curity of the commerce of my subjects, and for the restor- 
ing and preserving peace, order, and good government in the 
Province of the Massachmetts Bay." ' 

The King complained of a " daring spirit of resistance 
and disobedience to the law " : so also does the Presi- 
dent. _ The King adds, that it has " hroke forth in fresh 
violences of a very criminal nature " : so also does the 
President. The King declares that these proceedings 
have been " countenanced and encouraged in other of 
my Colonies " : even so the President declares that 
Kansas has found sympathy in "remote States." The 
King inveighs against " unwarrantable attempts " and 
" unlawful combinations " : even so inveighs the Presi- 
dent. The King proclaims that he has taken the neces- 
sary steps " for carrying into execution the laws," passed 
in defiance of tlie constitutional rights of the Colonies : 
even so the President proclaims tliat he shall " exert 
the whole power of the Federal Executive " to support 
the Usurpation in Kansas. The parallel is complete. 
The Message, if not copied from the Speech of the 
King, has been fashioned on the same original block, 
and must be dismissed to the same limbo. I dismiss 
its tyrannical assumptions in favor of the Usurpation. 
I dismiss also its petition for additional appropriations, 
in the affected desire to maintain order in Kansas. It 
is not money or troops that you need there, but simply 
the good-will of the President. That is all, absolutely. 
Let his complicity with the Crime cease, and peace will 
be restored. For myself, I will not consent to wad the 

1 Hansard, Pariiamenlary Hietorj-, XVUI. 83, 34, 
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national artillery with fresh appropriation bills, when 
its murderous hail is to be directed against the consti- 
tutional rights of my feUow-citizens. 

Next comes the Remedy of Folly, -which, indeed^ is 
also a Remedy of Tyranny; but its PoBy is so surpass- 
ing as to eclipse even its Tyranny. It does not proceed 
from the President. With this proposition he is not 
in any way chargeable. It comes from the Senator 
from South Carolina, who, at the close of a long speech, 
offered it as his single contribution to the adjustment 
of this (Question, and who thus far stands alone in its 
support. It might, therefore, fitly bear his name ; but 
that which I now give to it is a more su^estive syno- 
nym. 

This proposition, nakedly expressed, is, that the peo- 
ple of Kansas should be deprived of their arms. That 
I may not do the least injustice to the Senator, I c[uote 
his precise words. 

" The President of the United States is under the highest 
and most solemn obligations to interpose ; and if I were to 
indicate the manner in which he should interpose in Kansas, 
I would point out the old Common Law process. I would 
serve a warrant on Sharp's rifles ; and if Sharp's rifles did 
not answer the summons, and come into court on a day cer^ 
tain, or if they resisted the sheriff, I would summon the 
p<me comitaim, and I would have Colonel Sumner's regiment 
to be part of that posse comiiatits." ' 

Eeally, Sir, has it come to this ? The rifle has ever 
been the companion of the pioneer, and, tinder God, his 
tutelary protector against the red man and the beast 
of the forest. Never was this efficient weapon more 
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needed in just self-defence than now in Kansas ; and 
at least one article in our National Constitution must 
be blotted out before the complete right to it can be 
in any way impeached. And yet such is the mad- 
ness of the houT, that, in defiance of the solemn gimr- 
anty in the Amendments to the Constitution, that " the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed," the people of Kansas are arraigned for keep- 
ing and hearing arms, aud the Senator from South Caro- 
lina has the face to say openly on this floor that they 
should be disarmed, — of com'se that the fanatics of 
Slavery, his allies and constituents, may meet no im- 
pediment. Sir, the Senator is venerable with years ; he 
is reputed also to have worn at home, in the State he 
represents, judicial honors ; and he is placed here at the 
head of an important Committee occupied particularly 
with questions of law ; but neither his years, nor his 
position, past or present, can give respectability to the 
demand he makes, or save him from indignant con- 
demnation, when, to compass the wretched purposes of 
a wretched cause, he thus proposes to trample on one of 
the plainest provisions of Constitutional Liberty. 

Next conies the Retiiedy of Injustice and Civil War, 
— organized by Acts of Congress. This proposition, 
which is also an offshoot of the original Remedy of 
Tyranny, proceeds from the Senator from Hhnois [Mr, 
Douglas], with the sanction of the Committee on 
Territories, and is embodied in the bill now pressed 
to a vote. 

By this bill it is proposed as follows : — 
" That, whenever it shall appear, by a census to be taken 
under the direction of the Governor, by the authority of the 
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Legislature, that there shall be 93,420 inhabitants (that 
being the number required by the present ratio of represen- 
tation for a member of Congress) within the hmits hereafter 
described as the Territory of Kansas, the Legislature of said 
Territory shall be, and is hereby, authorized to provide by law 
for the election of delegates by the people of said Territory, to 
assemble in Convention and form a Constitution and State 
Government, preparatory to their admission into the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States in aL respects 
whatsoever, by the name of the State of Kansas." ' 

I^ow, Sir, consider these words carefully, and you will 
see, that, however plausible and velvet-pawed they may 
seem, yet in reality they are most unjust and cruel 
Wliile affecting to initiate honest proceedings for the 
formation of a State, they furnish to thia Territory no 
redress for the Crime under which it suffers ; nay, they 
recognize the very Usurpation in which the Crune ends, 
and proceed to endow it with new prerogatives. It is 
hy authority of the Legislature that the census is to be 
taken, which is the first step in the work. It is also iy 
aidhority of the Legidature that a Convention is to be 
called for the formation of a Constitution, which is the 
second step. But the Legislature is not obliged to take 
either of these steps. To its absolute wilfulness is it 
left to act or not to act in the premises. And since, in 
the ordinaiy course of business, there can he no action 
of the Legislature tillJanuary of the next year, all these 
steps, which are preliminaiy in character, are postponed 
tih after that distant day, — thus keeping this great 
question open, to distract and irritate the country. 

1 For an Hbstract of ttiis bill, see Congressional Globe, B4tli Cong. 1st 
Sess., p. 693. March 20, 1866. Printed by tiie Senate at the time, but, us 
it was never passed, will not be fouad la the Statntea. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



214 THE CRIME AOAI^'IT KAN'^A'' 

Cleaily this is not what is requif 1 The country de- 
sires peace at once, and is detemuned to ha\ e it But 
this objection is slight by the side of the ghimg tyr 
anny, that, in recognizii^ the Legislatiiie and canter 
ring upon it these new powers the bill recognizes the 
existing TTsurpation, not only as the authentic go^ ern 
ment of the Territory for the tune being but also as pos 
sessing a creative power to reproduce itself in the new 
State. Pass this bill, and you enlist Congress in the 
conspiracy, not only to keep the people of Kansas in 
their present subjugation throughout their Territorial 
existence, but also to protract this subjugation into 
their existence as a State, while you legalize and per- 
petuate the very force, by which Slavery is already 
planted there. 

I know that there is another deceptive clause which 
seems to throw certain safeguards around the election 
of delegates to the Convention, whm, that Convention 
shall be ordered hy the Legislature ; but out of thia very 
clause do I draw ju{%ment against the Usurpation which 
the bill reci^nizes. It provides that the tests, coupled 
with the electoral franchise, shall not prevail in the 
election of delegates, and thus impliedly condemns them. 
But if they are not to prevail on thia occasion, why are 
they permitted at the election of the Legislature ? If 
they are unjust in the one case, they are unjust in the 
other. If annulled at the election of delegates, they 
should be annulled at the election of the Legislature ; 
whereas the Mil of the Senator lemes all these offensive 
tests in full activity at the eketion of the very Zegislatitre 
Old of which this whole proceeding is to eoine, and it 
leaves the polls at both elections in the control of the 
ofdcers appointed by the Usurpation. Consider well the 
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facts. By existing statute estaWishing tlie Fugitive 
Slave Bill as a shibboleth, a large portion of honest 
citizens are excluded from voting for the Legislature, 
while, by another statute, all who present themselves 
with a fee of one doUar, whether from Missouri or not, 
and who can pronounce this shibboleth, are entitled to 
vote. And it is a Legislature thus chosen, under the 
auspices of oflicers appointed by the Usurpation, that 
you now propose to invest with parental powers to rear 
the Territory into a State. You recognize and con- 
iirni the Usurpation which you ought to annul with- 
out delay. You put the infant State, now preparing 
to take a place in our sisterhood, to suckle the wolf 
which you ought at once to kill The marvellous 
story of Baron Munchausen is verified. The wolf which 
thrust itself into the harness of the horse it had de- 
voured, and then whirled the sledge according to mere 
brutal bent, is recognized by this biR, and kept in its 
usurped place, when the safety of all requires that it 
should be shot. 

In characterizing this bill as the Remedy of Injnstwe 
and Civil War, I give it a plain, self-evident title. It 
is a continuation of the Crime J^inst Kansas, and as 
such deserves the same condemnation. It can be de- 
fended only by those who defend the Crime. Sir, you 
cannot expect that the people of Kansas will submit 
to the Usurpation which this biU sets up and bids 
them bow before, as the Austrian tyrant set up the 
ducal hat in the Swiss market-place. If you madly 
persevere, Kansas will not be without her Wilham 
Tell, who wiU refuse at all hazards to recognize the 
tyrannical edict; and this wUl be the beginning of 
civil war. 
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Next, and lastly, comes tl^ St t-ly oj J-mtvit and 
Peace, proposed by the Senator trom New York [Mr. 
Seward], and embodied m Lii bill for the immediate 
admission of Kansas aa t State of this Union now pend- 
ing as a substitute for the bill of the Senator from Illi- 
nois. Tbis is sustained by the prayer of the people of 
the Territory, setting forth a Constitution formed by 
spontaneous movement, in which aU there had opportu- 
nity to participate, without distinction of party. Earely 
is any proposition presented so simple in character, so 
entirely practicable, so absolutely within your power, 
and promising at once such beneficent results. In its 
adoption, the Crime against ICansas will be all happily 
absolved, the Usurpation it established peacefully sup- 
pressed, and order permanently secured. By a joyful 
metamorphosis this fair Territory may be saved from 
outrage. 

" Oh, help," aha cries, " in this extrBmest need. 
If you who haar are Deities Ijideed! 
Gape, Earth, and make for this dread foe a tomV 
0>' change mg form, «ilieiu:e all my iinTOV>a compl- 
in offering this proposition, the Senator from New 
York has entitled himself to the gratitude of the coun- 
try. Throughout a life of unsurpassed industry and of 
eminent ability, he has done much for Freedom, which 
the world will not let die ; but than this be has done 
nothing more opportune, and he has uttered no words 
more effective than the speech, so masterly and ingen- 
ious, by which he vindicated it. 

Kansas now presents herself for admission with a 

Constitution republican in form. And, independently 

of the great necessity of the case, three considerations of 

3 Ovid, Metamorphoses, Book I, 616- Ml. 
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fact concur in commending her. Pirst, alie thus testifies 
her willingness to relieve the National Government 
of the considerable pecuniary responsibility to which it 
is now exposed on account of the pretended Territori- 
al Government Secondly, by her recent conduct, par- 
ticularly in repelling the invasion on the Wakarusa, she 
has evinced an ability to defend her government. And, 
thirdly, by the pecuniary credit she now enjoys, she 
shows undoubted ability to support it. What can stand 
in her way ? 

The power of Congress to admit Kansas at once is 
explicit. It is found in a single clause of the Consti- 
tution, which, taken by itself, without any qualification 
applicable to the present ease, and without doubtful 
words, requires no commentary. Here it is. 

" New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union ; but no new State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed 
by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the Legislatures of the States con- 
cerned, as well as of the Congress." 

New States may be admitted. Out of that little 
word TTMy comes the power, broadly and fully, without 
any limitation founded on population or preliminary 
forms, provided the State is not within the jurisdiction 
of another State, nor formed by the junction of two or 
more States, or parts of States, without the consent of 
the Legislatures of the States. Kansas is not within 
the legal jurisdiction of another State, although the laws 
of Missouri are tyrannically extended over her ; nor is 
Kansas formed by the jimction of two or more States; 
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and therefore Kansas -nay be admitted by Congress in- 
to the Union, -without regard to population or prelim- 
inary forms, Tou cannot deny the power, without oblit- 
erating this clause. The Senator from New York was 
rigtt in rejecting all appeal to precedents as entirely 
irrelevant ; for the power invoked is clear and express 
in the Constitution, which is above all precedent. But 
since precedent is enlisted, let us look at precedent. 

It is objected that the ■population of Kansas is not 
sufficient for a State ; and this objection is sustained by 
under-reckoning the numbers there, and exaggerating 
the numbers reciuired by precedent. In the absence 
of any recent census, it is impossible to do more than 
approximate to the actual population ; but, from careful 
inquiry of the best sources, I am led to place it now 
at 50,000, though I observe that a prudent authority, the 
" Boston Daily Advertiser," puts it as h^h as 60,000 ; 
and while I speak, this remarkable population, fed 
by fresh emigration, is outstripping even these calcula- 
tions. Nor can there be doubt, that, before the assent 
of Congress can be perfected in the ordinary course of 
l^slation, this population will swell to the large number 
of 93,420, required in the bill of the Senator from Illi- 
nois. Bill, iv, making this mimber the condition of the 
admimon of Kansas, you set up an extracrdinari/ stand- 
ard. There is nothing out of which it can be derived, 
from the beginning to the end of the precedents. Going 
back to the days of the Continental Congress, you find 
that in 1784 it was declared that 20,000 free inhabitants 
in a Territory might " establish a permanent Constitu- 
tion and Government for themselves " ; ^ and thougli this 
number was afterwards, in the Ordinance of 1787 for 
1 Journal of Congr«SB,VoI. IX. p. 163. 
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the Nortliwestem Territory, raised to 60,000, yet tiie 
power was left in Congress, and subsequently exercised 
in more than one instance, to constitute a State with 
a smaller nuniher. Out of aU the new States, only 
Maine, Wisconsin, and Texas contained, at the time o£ 
admission into the Union, so large a population as is 
required in Kansas, — while no less than ^/ieen new 
States have been admitted with a smaller population, 
as will appear by the following list, which is the result 
of research, showing the number of "free inhabitants" 
in these States at the date of the proceedings which 
ended in their admission. 

Vermont, 85,399 Alabama, 48,871 

Kentucky, 61,347 MisBoui'i, 66,364 

Tennessee, 68,650 Ai-kanBas, i2,635 

Ohio, 45,028 Michigan, 87,273 

Louisiana 41,898 Florida, 32,500 

Indiana, 63,897 Iowa 78,819 

California, 02,597 



Illinois, 40,15 

But this is not all. At the adoption of the National 
Constitution there were three of the old Thirteen whose 
respective populations did not reach the amount now 
required of Kansas; these were Delaware, with only 
50,209 free inhabitants ; Ehode Island, with only 68,158 
free inliabitants ; and Georgia, with only 53,284 free 
inhabitants. And even while I speak, tliere are at 
least three Statfls, with Senators on this floor, which, 
according to the last census, do not contain the pop- 
ulation now required of Kansas : I refer to Califor- 
nia, with only 92,597 free inliabitants ; Delaware, with 
only 89,242 free inhabitants; and Florida, with only 
48,135 free inhabitants. So much for precedents of 
population. 
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In sustaining this objection, it is not uncommon to 
abandon the strict rule of numerical precedent, and to 
allege that the population required in a new State has 
always been, in point of fact, above the existing ratio 
of representation for a member of tlie House of Eepre- 
sentatives. But this is not true ; for no less than three 
States, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Florida, being all 
Slave States, were admitted with a free population be- 
low this ratio. So much, again, for precedents. But 
even if this coincidence were complete, it would be im- 
possible to press it into binding precedent. The rule 
seems reasonable, and in ordinary cases would not be 
questioned ; but it cannot be drawn or implied from 
the Constitution. Besides, this ratio is in itself a slid- 
ii^ scale. At first it was 30,000, increased in 1793 
to 33,000, and thus continued till 1813, when it was 
put at 35,000. In 1823 it was 40,000 ; in 1833 it was 
47,700 ; in 1843 it was 70,680 ; and now it is 93,420. 
If any ratio is to be made the foundation of binding 
rule, it should be that which prevailed at the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, — or at least that which pre- 
vailed when Kansas, as part of Louisiana, ■<Km acquired 
from France, under solemn stipulation that it should 
"be incorporated in the Union of the United States, 
and admitted as soon as possible, according to the prin- 
ciples of the Federal Constitution." But this whole 
objection is met by the memorial of the people of Flor- 
ida, which, if good for that State, is also good for Kan- 
sas, Here is a passage. 

"But tho people of Florida respectfully insist that their 
right to be admitted into the Federal Union as a State is 
not dependent upon the fact of their havii^ a population 
equal to sucb ratio. Their right to admission, it is con- 
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ceived, is guarantied by the express pledge in the sixth ar- 
ticle of the treaty [with Spain] before quoted ; and if any rule 
as to the number of population is to govern, it should be 
that in existence at the time of the cession, which was thirty- 
five thousand.' They submit, however, that any ratio of rep- 
resentation, dependent on legislative action, based solely on 
eonveuience and expediency, shifting and vacillating as the 
opinion of a majority of Congress may make it, now greater 
than at a previous apportionment, but which a future Con- 
gress may prescribe to be less, cannot be one of the eomfi- 
tvtioiud ' PRINCIPLES ' referred to in tho treaty, consistency 
with which, by i(a terms, is required. It is, in truth, but 
a mere regulation, not founded on principle. No specific 
number of population is required by any recognized princi- 
ple as necessary in the establishment of a free Government. 
.... It is in no jrise ' inconsutetit urith the prirtciples of the 
Federal GtmstU^aion ' that the population of a State should 
be less than the ratio of Congressional representation. The 
very case is provided for in the Constitution. With such 
deficient population, she would be entitled to one Represen- 
tative. If any event should cause a decrease of the popula- 
tion of one of the States even to a number below the miret- 
mum ratio of representation prescribed by the Constitution, 
she would still remain a member of the Confederacy, and be 
entitled to such Eepi^esentative. It is respectfully ui^ed, 
that a rule or principle which would not justify the eximlr 
eion. of a State with a deficient population, on the ground of 
inconsistency with the Constitution, should not esclude or 
prohibit admisston " ^ 

Thus, Sii, do the people of riorida plead for the peo- 
ple of KADsag 
1 This WHS the ratio at tho cession of Florida. At the cession of Lonis- 
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Distrusting the objection from inadequacy of popu- 
lation, it is said that the proceedings for the fwmation 
of a new State are fatally defective in form. It is not 
asserted that a previous enabling Act of Congress is 
indispensable ; for there are notorious precedents the 
other way : among which are Kentucky, in 1791 ; Ten- 
nessee, in 1796 ; Maine, in 1820 ; and Arkansas and 
Michigan, in 1836. But it is urged that in no instance 
has a State been admitted whose Constitution was 
formed without such enabling Act, or without author- 
ity of the Territorial Legislature. This is not true ; for 
California came into the Union with a Constitution 
formed not only without any previous enabling Act, 
but also without any sanction from a Territorial Legis- 
lature. The proceedings which ended in this Constitu- 
tion were initiated by the military Governor there, act- 
ing under the exigency of the hour. This instance may 
not be identical in all respects with that of Kansas ; but 
it displaces completely one of the assumptions wliich 
Kansas now encounters, and it completely shows the 
disposition to relax all rule, under the exigency of the 
occasion, in order to do substantial justice. 

There is a memorable instance, which contains in 
itself every element of irr^ularity which you denounce 
in the proceedings of Kansas. Michigan, now cherished 
with such pride as a sister State, achieved admission 
into the Union in persistent defiance of aU rule. Do 
you ask for precedents ? Here is a precedent for the 
largest latitude, which you who profess deference to 
precedent cannot disown. Mark now the stages of this 
case. The first proceedings of Michigan were without 
any previous enabhng Act of Congress ; and she pre- 
sented herself at your door with a Constitution thus 
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formed, and with Senators clioaen under that Constitu- 
tion, precisely as Kansas does. This was in December, 
1835, while Andrew Jackson was President. The lead- 
ers of the Democracy at that time scouted all objection 
for alleged defects of form, employing language strictly 
applicable to Kansas. There is nothing new under the 
sun ; and the very objection of the President, that the 
application of Kansas proceeds from "persons acting 
against authorities duly constituted by Act of Con- 
gress," ^ was hurled against the application of Michigan, 
in debate on this floor. This was the language of Mr. 
Hendricks, of Indiana : — 

" But the people of Michigan, in presenting their Senate 
and House of Representatives as the legislative power exist- 
ing there, showed thai they had trampled upon and violated 
the laws of the United States establishing a Territorial Govern- 
ment in Michigan. These laws were, or ought to be, in full 
force there ; but, by the character and position assumed, 
they had set up a Government antagonist to that of the 
United States." ^ 

To this impeachment Mr. Benton replied in these 
effective words: — 

Conventi ns were oi gmal acts of the pi, pip Thev 
depended upon mhetent and mal enable ri^ht'i The ] e fie 
of any Stite may at anv time meet m Convent on without 
a law of then Legislatme and without anv provision or 
s^ain^t any provision m their Constitution and may alter 
or abolish the whole fiame of Government as they please 
The sovereign power to govern themsehef was m the mijor 
ity, and they could not > e divested of it " 

1 MessagB relntive to Affairs In the TerrEtory of KansHs, Jan, 24, 1856: 
ExecntivB Documents, 34tli Cone. Ist Sesa., Vol. VII. No. 28, p, 6. 
a Coiigresiionn! Globe, 24th Cons;. 1st Sess., p. 140, Jan. 28, 1836. 
» Ibid., Appendix, p. 307, April 1, 1836, 
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Mr. Eiiehanan vied with Mi Pent n in \m(ln,itin^ 
the new State. 

" The precedent in the case of Tenne^ee has coin 

pletely silenced ail opposition in regaid to the necessitv of 
a previous Act of Congress to enahle the pe pie ot Michigan 
to form a State Constitution. It now seems to be conceded 
that our subsequent approbation is equivalent to our pre 
vious action. This can no longer be douhted We haw the 
unquestionable poteer ofvnivinff any trregvJat Uies *« the mode 
of framing the Constitution, had any itich e nsted * 

" Ho did hope that by this bill all objections would be re- 
moved, — and that this State, so ready to rush into our arms, 
would not be repulsed, because of the absence of some formali- 
ties whieli perhaps were very prefer, hut certainly not indi^en- 
sabk." * 

After an animated contest in the Senate, the bill for 
the admission of Micliigan, on her assent to certain con- 
ditions, was passed, by 23 yeas to 8 nays. You find 
weight, as well as numbers, on the side of the new 
State. Among the yeas were Thomas H. Eenton, of 
Missouri, James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, Silas 
Wright of New York, and William E. King, of Ala- 
bama^ "^uhaequently, on motion of Mr. Euchanan, 
tlie gentlemen sent as Senators and Eepresentative hy 
the new ^tate le eived the regular compensation for 
attendance throughout the very session in which their 
seats had been so acrimoniously contested.* 

In the House of Eepresentatives the application was 
equally successful. The Committee on the Judiciary, 

1 Congreasional Globo, 24th Cong. 1st Sesa., Appendix, p. !31, April 1, 
1838. 
« Ibid., p. 308. 

* Senate Journal, Blth Cong. 1st Sass., p. 363, April 1, 1536. 

* Ibid., pp. 487, 439. Actof Jnlj2|18Sfi: Statutes at Large, Vol. V. p. 113. 
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in an elaborate report, reviewed the objections, and, 
amoi^ other things, said : — 

" That the people of Michigan have without due authority 
formed a State Government ; but, nevertheless, thai Congress 
has power to waive any ol^eeimn, w&ick miff/it on that accourU 
be enteHained to the ratiiication of the Constitution which 
they have adopted, and to admit their Senators and Eepre- 
aentatives to take their seata in the Congress of the United 
States." ^ 

The House sustained this view by a vote of 153 yeas 
to 45 nays. In this large majority, by which tho title 
of Michigan was then rect^mized, will be found the 
name of Franklin Pierce, at that time a Eepreaentative 
from New Hampsbira 

But the case was not ended. The fiercest trial and 
the greatest irregularity remained. The Act providing 
for the admission of the new State contained a modi- 
fication of its boundaries, and proceeded to require, as 
a fundavmiitol conditim, that these should "receive the 
assent of a Convention of delegates elected by the peo- 
ple of the said State, for the sole purpose of giving 
the assent herein required," ^ Such a Convention, duly 
elected under call from the Legislature, met in pursu- 
an<ie of law, and, after consideration, declined to come 
into the Union on the condition proposed. The action 
of this Convention was not universally satisfactory; 
and in order to effect admission into the Union, an- 
other Convention was called, professedly by the peo- 
ple itt their sovereign capacity, without authority from 
State or Territorial Legislature, — nay, Sir, borrowing 
the language of the present President, " against authori- 

1 Reports of CommlttBOS, Sith Con|t. Ist Soas., Vol. 11. No. 360, p. 18. 
a Act of June 15th, 183B : Statntea at Large, Vol. V. p. BO. 
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ties duly constituted by Act of Congress," at least as 
much as the recent Convention in Kansas. The irreg- 
iilarity of this Convention was increased by the circum- 
stance tliat two of the oldest counties of the State, com- 
prising a population of some 25,000 souls, refused to 
take part in it, even to the extent of not opening the 
polls for the election of delegates, claiming that it was 
held without warrant of law, and in defiance of the legal 
Convention. This popular Convention, though wanting 
popular support coextensive with the State, yet pro- 
ceeded, by formal act, to give the assent of the people 
of Michigan to the fundamental condition proposed by 
Congress. 

The proceedings of the two Conventions were trans- 
mitted to President Jackson, who, by message, 27th 
December, 1836, laid them both before Congress, indi- 
cating very clearly his desire to ascertain the will of 
the people, without regard to form. The origin of the 
popular Convention ho thus describes : — 

" This latter Convention was not held or elected by virtue 
of any Act of the Territorial or State Legislature, It origi- 
nated from the People themselves, and was chosen by them 
in pursuance of roaolutions adopted in primary aesembhea 
held in the respective countiea." * 

And the President then declares, that, had these pro- 
ceedings come to him during the recess of Congress, 
he should have felt it Ma duty, on being satisfied that 
they emanated from a Convention of delegates 
in point of fad hy the Peoph of the State, to issue 
proclamation for the admission of the State. 

The Committee on the Judiciary in the Senate 

1 Senate Documents, 24th Cong. 2d Sess., Vol. I. No. SS, p. 2. 
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which Felix Grundy was Cliairiiian, after incLuiry, rec- 
ognized the competency of the popular Convention, as 
" elected "by the People of the State of Michigan," and 
I a hiO, responsive to their acceptance of the 
i condition, for the admission of the State with- 
out further terms.^ Then, Sir, appeared the very objec- 
tions now directed gainst Kansas. It was complained, 
that the movement for immediate admission was the 
work of " a minority," and that " a great majority of 
the State feel otherwise." ^ And a leading Senator, of 
great ability and integrity, Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, broke 
forth in catechism which would do for the present hour. 
He exclaimed : — 

" What evidence had the Senate of the organization of the 
Convention 1 of the organization of the popular assemblies 
who appointed their delegates to that Convention! None 
on earth. Who they were that met and voted we had no 
information. Who gave tho notice t And for what did the 
People receive that notice 1 To meet and elect t What evi- 
denoe was there that the Convention acted accoi Img to 
law 1 Were the delegates sworn 1 Ai d it so the; were 
extrajudicial oaths, and not binding upon them Were 

the votes counted 1 In fact, it was not a piO(-ee1mg under 
the forms of law, for they were totally disregarded * 

And the same able Senator, on another occasion, after 
exposing the imperfect evidence with regard to the 
action of the Convention, existing only in letters and 
in an article from a Detroit newspaper, again ex- 
claimed : — 

1 Sanate'Toamal, 24tli Cong. 2d SesB., p. 73. Act of aSth Januarj-, 1837; 
StatntBB at Large, Vol. V. p. 1«. 
» Senate Docuraenta, 31th Cong. 2d Sess., Vol. I. No. 36, p. 5. 
» Congressional Globe, 2itli Cong. 2d Sbbb., pp. 80, 61. 
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" This, Sir, is the evidence to support an organic law of a 
new State about to enter the Union, ^ — yes, of an organic 
law, the very highest act a community of men can perform : 
letters referring to other letters, and a scrap of a news- 
paper ! " ^ 

It was Mr. Calhoun, however, who pressed the op- 
position with the moat persevering intensity. In his 
sight, the admission of Michigan, under the circum- 
stances, "would be the most monstrous proceeding 
under oiu- Constitution that can be conceived, the 
most repugnant to its principles and dangerous in its 
consecLuencea." ^ "There is not," he exclaimed, "one 
particle of official evidence before ua. We have noth- 
ing but the private letters of individuals, who do not 
know even the numbers that voted on either occasion. 
They know nothing of the qualifications of voters, nor 
how their votes were received, nor by whom counted." ^ 
And he proceeded to characterize the popular Conven- 
tion as "not only a party caucus, for party purpose, 
but a criminal meeting,^ a meeting to subvert the 
authority of the State, and to assume its sovereignty," 
— adding, that "the actors in that meeting might be 
indicted, tried, and punished."* And he expressed as- 
tonishment that " a aelf-created meeting, convened for a 
criminal object, had dared to present to this Government 
an act of theirs, and to expect that we are to Tcccive 
this irregular and criminal act, as a fulfilment of the 
condition which we had prescribed for the admission 
of the State." ^ No stronger words are employed against 



1 Debates in Congress, Vol. Xni. Part I. ool. 283, 24tlL C 
This debate ia not reported la the Congressional Globe, 
3 Ibid,, col. 309. 3 Ibid., eol. 208. 

* Ibid,, col, BOO, s Ibid. 
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The single (question on which all the proceedings 
then hinged, and which is as pertinent in the case of 
Kansas as in the case of Michigan, was thus put by Mr. 
Morris, of Ohio : " Will Congress recognise as valid, eon- 
siitutional, and obligatoTy, vrifhovi the color of a law of 
Michigan to sustain it, an act done hy the People of that 
State in their primary assemblies, and acknowledge that act 
as obligatory on the constituted authorities and Legisla- 
twe of the State ?"^ This question, thus distmctly pre- 
sented, was answered in debate by able Senators, among 
whom were Mr. Benton and Mr. King. There was one 
person, who has since enjoyed much public confidence, 
and left many memorials of an industrious career in 
the Senate and in diplomatic life, James Buchanan, who 
rendered himself conspicuous by the ability and ardor 
with which, against all assault, he upheld the cause of 
the popular Convention, which was so strongly de- 
nounced, and the entire conformity of its proceedings 
Vi-ith the genius of American Institutions. His speeches 
on that occasion contain an unanswerable argument at 
all points, nrntato nomine, for the immediate admission 
of Kansas under her present Constitution ; nor is there 
anything by which he is now distinguished that wiU re- 
clou;nd so truly to his fame, if he only continues true to 
them. The question was emphatically answered in the 
Senate by the final vote on the passage of the bUl, 
where we find 25 yeas to only 10 nays. In the House 
of Representatives, after debate, the question was an- 
swered in the same way, by a vote, on ordering the biU 
to a third reading, of 140 yeas to 57 nays ; and among 
the yeas is again the name of Franklin Pierce, a Eep- 
resentative from New Hampshire. 
1 Debatas in Congress, Vol. XIII. Part I. col. 315, 24th Cong. 3d Sees. 
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Tims, in that day, by triumphant votes, did the cause 
of Kansas prevail in the name of Miehigan. A pop- 
ular Convention, called absolutely without authority, 
and containing del^ateK from a portion only of the 
population,— called, too, in opposition to constituted 
authorities, and in derogation of another Convention 
assembled under forms of law, — stigmatized as a cau- 
cus and a criminal meeting, whose authors were lia- 
ble to indictment, trial, and punishment, — was, after 
ample debate, recognized by Congress as valid; and 
Michigan now holds her place in the Union, and her 
Senators sit on this floor, by virtue of that act. Sir, if 
Michigan is legitimate, Kansas cannot be illegitimate. 
Ton bastardize Michigan, when you refuse to recognize 



But this is not all. The precedent is still more 
clinching, Thus far I have followed exclusively the 
public documents laid before Congress, and illustrated 
by the debates of that body ; but well-authenticated 
facts, not of record here, make tlie case stronger stUh 
It is sometimes said that the proceedings in Kansas 
are defective because they or^nated in a party. This 
is not true ; but even if it were true, yet would they 
find support in the example of Michigan, where all 
the proceedings, stretching throv^h successive years, 
began and ended in party. The proposed State Gov- 
ernment was pressed by the Democrats as' a party test ; 
and all who did not embark in it were denounced. 
Of the Legislative Council which called the iirst Cou- 
stitutional Convention in 1835, all were Democrats; 
and in the Convention itself, composed of e^hty-seven 
members, only seven were Whigs, The Convention 
of 1836 which gave the final assent originated in a 
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Democratic Convention, on the 29th of October, in 
the County of Wayne, composed of one hundred and 
twenty-four delegates, all Democrats, who proceeded to 



" That the delegates of the Democratic party of Wayne, 
solemnly impressed with the spreading evils and dangers 
which a refusal to go into the Union has brought upon the 
people of Michigan, earnestly recommend meetings to be im- 
mediately convened by their fellow-citizens in every county 
of the State, with a view to the expre^ion of their senti- 
ments in fevor of the election and call of another Conven- 
tion, in time to secure our admission into the Union before 
the first of January next." 

Shortly afterwards, a committee of five, appointed by 
this Convention, all leading Democrats, issued a circular, 
" under the authority of the delegates of the County 
of Wayne," recommending that the voters throughout 
Michigan should meet and elect delegates to a Conven- 
tion to give the necessary assent to the Act of Congress. 
In pursuance of this call, the Convention met ; and as 
it originated in an exclusively party recommendation, so 
it was of an exclusively party character. And it was 
the action of this Convention that was submitted to 
Congress, and, after discussion in both bodies, on solemn 



The precedent of Michigan has another feature, which 
is entitled to gravest attention, especially at this mo- 
ment, when citizens exerting themselves to establish a 
State Government in Kansas are openly arrested on 
the charge of treason, and we are startled by tidings of 
maddest efforts to press this procedm-e of preposterous 
Tyranny. No such madness prevailed under Andrew 
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Jackson,- — ^ although, during the long pendency of the 
Michigan proceedings, for more than fourteen months, 
the Territorial Government was entirely ousted, and 
the State Government ozonized in all its departments. 
One hundred and thirty-seven diiferent legislative acts 
and resolutions were passed, providing for elections, im- 
posing taxes, erecting corporations, and organizing courts 
of justice, including a Supreme Cotut and a Court of 
Chancery. AH process was issued in the name of the 
People of the State of Michigan. And yet no attempt 
■was made to question the legal vahdity of these pro- 
ceedings, whether legislative or judicial. Least of all 
did any menial Governor, " dressed in a little hrief au- 
thority," play the fantastic tricks now witnessed in 
Kansas ; nor did any person wearing the rohes of jus- 
tice shock high Heaven with the mockery of injustice 
now enacted hy emissaries of the President in that Ter- 
ritory. No, Sir; nothing of this kind then occurred. 
Andrew Jackson was President. 

Again 'I say, do you require a precedent ? I give it. 
But I will not stake this cause on any precedent. I 
plant it firmly on the fundamental principle of Amer- 
ican Institutions, as embodied in the Declaration of 
. Independence, by which government is recognized as 
deriving its just powers only fro7}i (he consent of the 
governed, who may alter or abolish it, when it becomes 
destructive of their rights. In the debate on the Ne- 
braska Bill, at the overthrow of the Prohibition of Sla- 
very, the Declaration of Independence was denounced 
as "a self-evident lie." It is only by similar effrontery 
that the fundamental principle which sustains the pro- 
ceedings in Kansas can be assailed. Nay, more : you 
must disown the Declaration of Independence, and 
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adopt the Circular of the Holy Alliance, which declares 
that " useful or necessary changes in legislation and in 
the administration of states ought to emanate only from 
the free iinll and the deliberate and enligkimied impulse 
of those -whom God has rendered responsible for power." ^ 
Face to face I put the principle of the Declaration of 
Independence and the principle of the Holy Alliance, 
and bid them grapple. " The one places the remedy in 
the hands which feel the disorder ; the other places the 
remedy in those hands which cause the disorder"; and 
when I thus truthfully characterize them, I but adopt 
a sententioiis phrase from the Debates in the Viiginia 
Convention on the adoption of the National Constitu- 
tion.^ And now these two principles, embodied in the 
rival propositions of the Senator from New ¥ork and the 
Senator from Illinois, must grapple on this floor. 

Statesmen and judges, publicists and authors, with 
names of authority in American history, espouse and 
vindicate the American principle. Hand in hand they 
now stand around Kansas, and feel this new State lean 
on them for support. I content myself with adducing 
two only, both from slaveholding Virginia, in days when 
Human Eights were not without support in that State. 
Listen to the language of St. George Tucker, the dis- 
tinguished commentator upon Elackstone. uttered from 
tho bench in a judicial opinion. 

"The power of convening the legal Assemblies, or tho 
ordinary constitutional Legislature, resided solely in the Mx- 
eeutive. They could neither be chosen without writs issued 
by its authority, nor assemble, when chosen, but under the 

1 D^pEoha Circulnire, Laybaoh, 12 Mai, IS31 : Martens, Nouveau Becnell 
de Tmit^s, Tom. V. p. 644. 
» Speech of Mr. Corbin, June 7, 1788: Elliot's Debates, Vol. 11. p. 104. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



234 THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 

same authority. The Conventioiis, on tho contrary, were 
chosen and assembled either in pursuance of recommenda- 
tiona from Congreas or from their own bodies, <yr hy the dis- 
cretioTi and convmon coTi&ent of the people. They were held 
even whilst a legal A^embly esiatod The Conven- 
tion, then, was not the ordinary Legislature of Vii^inia. It 
was the body of the people, impelled to assenible from a 
sense of common danger, consulting for the common good, 
and acting in all things for the common safety."^ 

Listen also to the language of James Madison : — 
. "That, in all great changes of established governments, 
forms ougiit to give way to substance ; that a rigid adher- 
ence in such casos to the former would render nominal 
and nugatory the transcendent and precious right of the 
people to 'abolish or alter their governments as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness,' 
.... Nor could it have been fotgotten that no little ill- 
timed scruples, no zeal for adhering to ordinary forms, were 
anywhere seen, except in those who wished to indulge, under 
these masks, their secret enmity to the substance contended 
for."-' 

Proceedings thus sustained I am unwilling to call 
revolutionary, although this term has the sanction of the 
Senator from New York, They are founded on unc[ue3- 
■tionahle American right, declared with Independence, 
confimaed by the blood of the Fathers, and expounded 
by patriots, which cannot Ije impeaelied without impair- 
ii^ the liberties of all. On this head the language of 
Mr, Buchanan, in reply to Mr. Calhoun, is explicit. 

"Does tho gentleman [Mr. Caloottn] contend, then, that, 
if, in one of the States of this Union, the Government be so 
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organized aa utterly to destroy the right of equal represon- 
tfttion, there is no mode of obtaining redress, but by an Act 
of the Legislature authorizing a Convention, or by open re- 
bellion t Must the people atep at once from oppressiou to 
open war 1 Must it be either absolute submission or abso- 
lute revolution! Is there no middle course 1 I cannot agree 
with the Senator. I say that the whole history of our Gov- 
ernment ^tablishes the principle that the people are sover- 
eign, and that a majority of them can alter or change their 
fundamental laws at pleasure. / deny that this is either 
rebellion or revokiiion. It is an essential and a recognized 
principle in oil our forms of government."^ 

Surely, Sir, if ever there was occasion for the exercise 
of this right, the time had come in Kansas. The people 
there were subjugated. by a horde of foreign invaders, 
and brought under a tyrannical code of revolting bar- 
barity, while among them property and life were exposed 
to shameless assaults which flaunted at noonday, and to 
reptile abuses which crawled in the darkness of night. 
Self-defence is the first law of Nature ; and unless this 
law is temporarily silenced, as all other law is silenced 
there, you cannot condemn the proceedings in Kansas. 
Here, Sir, is unquestionable authority, in iisdf an over- 
whelming law, which belongs to all countries and times, 
— which is the same in Kansas as at Athens and 
Eome, — which is now, and will be hereafter, as it was 
in other days, — in presence of which Acts of Congress 
and Constitutions are powerless as the voice of man 
against the thunder which rolls through the sky, — 
which declares itself coeval with hfe, — whose very 
breath is life itself; and now, in the last resort, do I 
place all these proceedings under this supreme safeguard, 

1 Dobatas m CongrsBS, Vol SIII. Part I. ool. 31S, 24th Cong 3i! Sess. 
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which you will assail in vain. Any opposition must 
be founded on absolute perversion of facts, or perver- 
sion of fundamental principles, which no speeches can 
upholdj though surpassing in numbers the myriad piles 
sunk in the mud to sustain the Dutch Stadthousc at 
Amsterdam. 

Thus, on every ground of precedent, whether as re- 
gards population or forms of proceeding, — also, on the 
vital principle of American Institutions, — and, lastly, 
on the supreme law of self-defence, do I now invoke 
the power of Congress to admit Kansas at once and 
without hesitation into the Union. "New States jnay 
be admitted by the Congress into this Union " : such 
ai-e the words of the Constitution. If you hesitate 
for want of precedent, then do I appeal to the great 
principle of American Institutions. If, forgetting the 
origin of the Eopublic, you turn away from this prin- 
ciple, then, in the na,me of human nature, trampled 
down and oppressed, but aroused to just self-defence, 
do I plead for the exercise of this power. Do not 
hearken, I pray you, to the propositions of Tyranny 
and J'olly; do not be ensnared by that other propo- 
sition of the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Douglas], 
where is the horrid root of Injustice and Civil War ; 
but apply gladly, and at once, the True Eemedy, where 
are Justice and Peace. 

Mr. President, an immense space has been traversed, 
and I stand now at the goal. The ai^ument in its va- 
rious parts is here closed. The Crime against Kansas 
has been displayed in its origin and extent, beginning 
with the overthrow of the Prohibition of Slavery, next 
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cropping out in conspiracy on the bovders of Missouri, 
then hardening into continuity of outrage through or- 
ganized invasion and miscellaneous assaults where all 
security was destroyed, and ending at last in the per- 
fect subjugation of a generous people to an unprece- 
dented Usurpation. Turning aghast from the Crime, 
which, like murder, confesses itself " with most mirac- 
ulous organ," we have looked with mingled shame and 
indignation upon the four Apologies, whether of Tyr- 
anny, Imbecility, Absurdity, or Infamy, in which it is 
wrapped, marking especially false testimony, congetiial 
with the original Crime, against the Emigrant Aid 
Company. . Then were noted, in succession, the four 
Eemedies, whether of Tyranny, Folly, Injustice and 
Civil War, or of Justice and Peace, which last bids 
Kansas, in conformity with past precedents and un- 
der ex^encies of the hour, for redemption from Usur- 
pation, to take her place as a State of the Union ; and 
this is the True Remedy. If in this argument I have 
not unworthily vindicated Truth, then have I spoken 
according to ray desires, — if imperfectly, then only 
according to my powers. But there are other things, 
not belongmg to the aigument, which stiU press for 
utterance. 

Sir, the people of Kansas, bone of your bone and i5esh 
of your iJesh, with the education of freemen and the 
rights of American citizens, now stand at your door. 
WiU you send them away, or bid them enter ? Will 
you push them back to renew their stru^le with a 
deadly foe, or wiU you preserve them in security and 
peace ? Will you cast them again into the den of Tyr- 
anny, or will you help their despairing efforts to escape ? 
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Theso questions I put with no common solioitiide, for 
I feel tliat on their just determination depend au' the 
most precious interests of tlie KepuUic ; and I per- 
ceiTe too clearly the prejudices in the way, and the 
accumulating bitterness against this distant people, now 
claiming a simple bithright, while I am bowed with 
mortification, as I recognize the President of the United 
States, who should have been a staff to the weak and 
a shield to the innocent, at the head of this atran»e 
oppression. ° 

At every stage the similitude between the wrongs of 
Kansas and those other wrongs against which our fa- 
thers rose becomes more apparent. Bead the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and thet« is hardly on accusa- 
tion against the British Monarch which may not now 
he hurled with mereased force agamst the American 
President The parallel has fearful particularity. Our 
fathers complained, that the King had " sent hither 
sivarms of ofUcers to harass out people and eat out 
their substance," — that he had " combined with others 
to subject m to_ a jurisdiction foreign to our Consti- 
tution, pmn} kia' amni to thsir ads of prehvded legit- 
fafto»," — that he had "abdicated government here, by 
declaring us out of bis protection, and waging mr 
ojiii«!<!< — that he had "excited domestic msurrec- 
tions amongst us, and mdmiored to bring m the inhiil- 
itants of mr frontiers t]ie meroiless savages," — that " our 
repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated 
hijury." And this arraignment was aptly followed by 
the damning words, that "a Prince whose character is 
thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people." And surely the 
President who does all these things cannot be less uii- 
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at than, a Prince. At every stage the responsibility 
is brought directly to him. His oiTence is of commis- 
sion and omission. He has done that which he ought 
not to have done, and has left undone that which he 
ought to have done. By his activity the Prohibition 
of Slavery was overturned. By his failure to act the 
honest emigrants in Kansas are left a prey to wrong 
of all kinds. His activity and inactivity are alike fatal 
And now he stands forth the most conspicuous enemy 
of that unhappy Territory. 

As the tjT^anny of the British King is all renewed in 
the President, so are renewed on this floor the old in- 
dignities which embittered and fomented the troubles 
of our fathers. The early petition of the American 
Congress to Parliament, long before any suggestion of 
Independence, was opposed — like the petitions of Kan- 
sas — because that body " was assembled without any 
requisition on the part of the Supreme Power." An- 
other petition from New York, presented by Edmund 
Burke, was flatly rejected, as claiming rights derogatory 
to Parliament. And stiU another petition irom Mas- 
sachusetts Bay was dismissed as " vexatious and scan- 
da.lous," while the patriot philosopher who bore it was 
exposed to peculiar contumely. Throughout the de- 
bates our fathers were made the butt of sorry jest 
and supercilious assumption. And now these scenes, 
with these precise objections, are renewed in the Amer- 
ican Senate. 

With regret I come again upon the Senator from 
South Carolina [Mr. Butlee], who, omnipresent in this 
debate,^ overflows with rage at the simple 



iS than tliirly- 
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that Kansas has applied for admission as a State, and, 
with incoherent phrase, discharges the loose expecto- 
ration of his speech, now upon her representative, and 
then upon her people. There was no extravagance of 
the ancient Parliamentary debate which he did not 
repeat ; nor was there any possible deviation from 
truth which he did not make, — with so much of pas- 
sion, I gladly add, as to save him from the suspicion 
of intentional aberration. But the Senator touches 
nothing which he does not disfigure — with error, 
sometimes of principle, sometimes of fact. He shows 
an incapacity of accuracy, whether in stating the Con- 
stitution or in stating the law, whether in details of 
statistics or diversions of scholarship. He cannot ope 
his mouth, but out there ilies a blunder. Surely he 
ought to he familiar with the life of Franklin ; and 
yet he referred to this household character, while act- 
ing as agent of our fathers in England, as above sus- 
picion: and this was done that he might give point 
to a false contrast with the agent of Kansas,^ — not 
knowing, that, however the two may differ in genius 
and fame, they are absolutely alike in this experience : 
that Franklin, when intrusted with the petition of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, was assaulted by a foul-mouthed speak- 
er where he could not be heard in defence, and de- 
nounced as "thief," even as the agent of Kansas is 
assaulted on this floor, and denounced as "forger." 
And let not the vanity of the Senator be inspired by 
parallel with the British statesmen of that day ; for 
it is only in hostility to Freedom that any parallel 
can be found. 

But it is against the people of Kansas that the sen- 
1 Hod. James H. Luna, afMronrds SenaMr of Kansas at Wasliiiigtoii. 



H«,db,Googlc 



THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 241 

sibilities of the Senator are particularly aroused- Com- 
ing, as he announces, "from a State," — ay. Sir, from 
South Carolina, — he turns with lordly disgust from this 
newly formed community, which he wHl not recognize 
even as " a member of the body politic." ^ Pray, Sir, by 
what title does he indulge in this egotism ? Has he read 
the history of the " State " which he repi-esents ? He 
cannot, snvely, forget its shameful imbecility from Sla- 
very, confessed throughout the Revolution, followed by 
its more shameful assumptions for Slavery since. He 
cannot forget its wretched persistence in the slave-trade, 
as the very apple of its eje, and the condition of its 
participation in the Union. He cannot forget its Con- 
stitution, which is republican only in name, confirming 
power in the hands of the few, and founding the quali- 
fications of it-s legislators on " a settled freehold estate 
of five hundred acres of land and ten negroes." ^ And 
yet the Senator to whom this " State" has in part com- 
mitted the guardianship of its good name, instead of 
moving with bacliward-treading steps to cover its na- 
kedness, rushes forward, in the very ecstasy of mad- 
ness, to expose it, by provoking comparison with Kansas. 
South Carolina is old ; Kansas is yoimg. South Caro- 
lina counts by centuries, where Kansas counts by years. 
But a beneficent example may be bom in a day ; and I 
venture to declare, that against the two centuries of 
the older "State" may be set already the two years 
of trial, evolving corresponding virtue, in the younger 
community. In the one is the long wail of Slavery; 
in the other, the hymn of Freedom, And if we glance 
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at Special achievement, it will l>e difficiilt to find any- 
thing in the history of South Carolina -which presents 
so much of heroic spirit in an heroic cause as shines 
in that repulse of the Missouri invaders by the belea- 
guered town of Lawrence, where even the women gave 
their effective efforts to Freedom. The matrons of Eome 
who poured their jewels into the treasuiy for the pub- 
lic defence, the wives of Prussia who with delicate fin- 
gers clothed their defenders against French invasion, the 
mothers of our own Revolution who sent forth their sons 
covered over with prayers and blessings to combat for 
Human E^hts, did nothing of self-sacrifice truer than 
did these women on this occasion. Were the whole 
history of South Carolina blotted out of existence, from 
its very banning down to the day of the last election 
of the Senator to his present seat on this floor, civiliza- 
tion might lose — I do not say how little, but surely 
less than it has already gained by the example of Kan- 
sas, in that valiant straggle against oppression, and in 
the development of a new science of emigration. Al- 
ready in Lawrence alone are newspapers and schools, 
including a High School, — and throughout this infant 
Territory there is more of educated talent, in proportion 
to its inhabitants, than in his vaunted " State." Ah, 
Sir, I tell the Senator, that Kansas, welcomed as a Free 
State, " a ministering angel shall be " to the Republic, 
when South Carolina, in the cloak of darkness which 
she hugs, "lies howling." ^ 

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] naturally 
joins the Senator from South Carolina, and gives to 
this warfare the superior intensity of his nature. He 
thinks that the National Government has not com- 

1 Tho close of the Rebellion witneBsed the fulfilment of this prophecy. 
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pletely proved ita powerj as it has never Imnged a 
tmitor, — but, it" occasion requires, he hopes there will 
be no hesitation ; and this threat is directed at Kan- 
sasj and even at the friends of Kansas throughout the 
country. Again occurs a parallel with the straggles 
of our fathers ; and I borrow the language of Patrick 
Heniy, when, to the cry from the Senator of " Treason ! 
treason!" I reply, "If this be treason, make the most 
of it" Sir, it is easy to call names; but I beg to tell 
■the Senatotj that, if the word "traitor" is in any way 
applicable to those who reject a tyrannical Usurpation, 
whether in Kansas or elsewhere, then must some new 
word, of deeper color, be invented to des^nate those 
mad spirits wlio would endanger and degrade the Ee- 
public, while they betray all the cherished sentiments 
of the Fathers and the spirit of the Constitution, that 
Slavery may have new spread. Let the Senator pro- 
ceed. Not the first time in history will a scaffold be- 
come the pedestal of honor. Out of death comes life, 
and the "traitor" whom he blindly executes will live 
immortal in the cause, 

" For Humanity sweeps onward: where to-day the martyr staods, 
On the morrow orouohea Jndaa, with the eilyer m his hands: 
Far in front the cross stands reiii3y and tha crackling fagots braTi, 
While the hooting mob of yesterday in sllantawe return 
To glean up tha acatteied oshea into History's golden urn." l 

Among these hostile Renatois ly yet another, with 
aU the piejudieei of the Senator from South Carolina, 
but without his generous impulses, who, fiom his char- 
acter before the country, and the rantoi of his opposi- 
tion, deserves to be named : I mean the Senator from 
Vii^inia [Mr. Mason], who, as author of the Fugitive 

1 Lowell, The Present Crisis. 
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Slave Bill, has associated himself with a special act of 
inhumanity and tyranny. Of hun I shall say little, for 
he has said little in this debate, though within that little 
was compressed the bitterness of a life absorbed in sup- 
port of Slavery. He holds the commission of Virginia ; 
but he does not represent that early Virginia, so dear 
to our hearts, which gave to us the pen of Jefferson, by 
which the equality of men was declared, and the sword 
of Washii^on, by which Independence was secured; 
he represents that other Virginia, from which Wash- 
ington and Jefferson avert their faces, where human 
beings are bred as cattle for the shambles, and a dun- 
geon rewards the pious matron who teaches little chil- 
dren to relieve their bondage by reading the Book of 
life.^ It is proper that such a Senator, representing 
such a State, should rail against Free Kansas. 

Such as these are natural enemies of Kansas, and I 
introduce them with i-elucfcance, simply that the coun- 
try may understand the character of the hostility to 
be overcome. Arrayed with them are all who unite, 
under any pretext or apology, in propagandism of Hu- 
man Slavery. To such, indeed, time-honored safeguards 
of popular rights can be a name and nothing more. 
Wliat are trial by jury. Habeas Corpus, ballot-box, right 
of petition, liberty in Kansas, your liberty. Sir, or mine, 
to one who lends himself, not merely to the support at 
home, but to propagandism abroad, of that preposterous 
wrong whicli denies even the right of a man to himself? 
Such a cause can be maintained only by the practical 
subversion of all rights. It is, therefore, merely ac- 
cording to reason that its partisans should uphold the 
Usurpation in Kansas. 

1 Tbi9 viaa the case of Mrs. Doaglas, wMch at the time caased sooaatioa. 
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To overthrow this Usurpation is now the special, im- 
portunate duty of Congress, admitting of no hesitation 
or postponement. To this end must it ascend from the 
cabals of candidates, the machinations of party, and the 
low level of vulgar sti'ife. Especially must it turn from 
that Slave Oligarchy now controllii^ the Republic, and 
refuse to be lis tooL Let its power be stretched forth 
into this distant Territory, not to bind, but to release, 
— not for oppression of the weat, but for subversion of 
the tyrannical, — not for prop and maintenance of re- 
volting Usurpation, but for confirmation of Liberty. 

"These are iropeiial aria, and wcrtby Ihee! "1 

Let it now take stand between the living and dead, 
and cause this plague to be stayed. AH this it can 
do ; and if the interests of Slavery were not hostile, all 
tliis it would do at once, in reverent regard for justice, 
law, and order, driving far away all alarms of war ; nor 
would it dare to brave the shame and punishment 
of this "Great Kefusal."^ But the Slave Power dares 
anything ; and it can be conq^uered only by the united 
masses of the People. From Congress to the People 
I appeal. 

Already Public Opinion gathers unwonted forces to 
soouige the aggressors. In the press, in daily conversa- 
tion, wherever two or three are gathered tt^ether, there 
the indignant utterance finds vent. And trade, by un- 
erring indications, attests the growing energy. Public 
credit in Missouri droops. The six per cents of that 
State, which at par should be 102, have sunk to 84, — 
thus at once completing the evidence of Crime, and at- 
testing its punishment. Business is now turning from 
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the Assassins and Thugs that infest the Missouri Eiver, 
to seek some safer avenua And this, though not un- 
important in itself, is typical of greater change. The 
political credit of the men who uphold the Usurpation 
droops even more than the stocks ; and the People are 
turning from all those through whom the Assassins and 
Thugs derive their disgraceful immunity. 
■ It -was said of old, " Cursed be he that removeth his 
neighbor's Landmark. And all tJie people shall say, 
Amen."^ "Cursed," it is said, "in the city and in 
the field ; cursed iu basket and store ; cursed when thou 
comest in, and cursed when thou goest out." ^ These are 
terrible imprecations ; but if ever any Landmark were 
sacred, it was that by which an immense territory was 
guarded forever against Slavery ; and if ever such im- 
precations could justly descend upon any one, they must 
descend now upon all who, not content with the remov- 
al of this sacred Landmark, have since, with criminal 
complicity, fostered the incursions of the great Wrong 
against which it was intended to guard. But I utter no 
imprecations. These are not my words ; nor is it my 
part to add to or subtract from them. But, thanks be 
to Grod 1 they find response in the hearts of an aroused 
People, making them turn from eveiy man, whether 
President or Senator or Representative, engaged in this 
Crime, — especially from those who, cradled in free in- 
stitutions, are without the apology of education or social 
prejudice, — until upon aU. such those other words, of 
the Prophet shall be fulfilled : " I will set my face 
against that man, and will make him a sign and a prov- 
erb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my peo- 
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pie." * Turning thus from the authors of this Crime, 
tiie People will unite once more with the Fathers of 
the Kepublic in just condemnation of Slavery, deter- 
mined especially that it shall find no home in the Na- 
tional territories, while the Slave Power, in which the 
Crime had its beginning, and by which it is now sus- 
tained, will be swept into the charnel-house of defunct 
lyrannies. 

In this contest Kansas bravely stands forth, the strip- 
ling leader, clad in the panoply of American Institu- 
tions. Calmly meeting and adopting a frame of gov- 
ernment, her people with intuitive promptitude per- 
form the duties of freemen; and when I consider the 
difficulties by which, she is beset, I find dignity in her 
attitude. Offeriiig herself for admission into the Union 
as a Free State, she presents a single issue for the people 
to decide. And since the Slave Power now stakes on 
this issue all its ill-gotten supremacy, the People, while 
vindicatir^ Kansas, will at the same time overthi'ow 
this Tyranny. Thus the contest which she begins in- , 
volves Liberty not only for herself, but for the whole 
country. God be praised that Kansas does not bend ig- 
nobly beneath the yoke ! Far away on the prairies, she 
is now battling for the Liberty of all, against the Presi- 
dent, who misrepresents all Everywhere among those 
not insensible to Eight, the generous struggle meets a 
generous response. From innumerable throbbing hearts 
go forth the very words of encouragement which in the 
sorrowful days of our fathers were sent by Vii^nia, 
speaking by the pen of Richard Henry Lee, to Massa- 
chusetts, in tho person of her popular tribune, Samuel 
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" CiiANTiLLY, Va., June 23, 1774, 
"I hope the good people of Boston will not lose their 
spirits, under their present heavy oppression, for they will 
certainly be supported by the other Colonies ; and the cause 
for which they suffer is bo glorious, and so deeply iuterest- 
iug to the present and future generations, that all America 
will owe, in a great measure, their political salvation to the 
present virtue of Massachusetts Bay."^ 

In all tliia sympathy there is strength. But in tlie 
cause itself there is angelic power. Unseen of men, the 
great spirits of History combat by the side of the people 
of Kansas, breathing divine courage. Above all towers 
the majestic form of Washington, once more, as on the 
bloody field, bidding them remember those rights of 
Human Nature for which the War of Independence was 
waged. Such a cause, thus sustained, is invincible. 

The contest, which, beginning in Kansas, reaches us 
will be transferred soon from Congress to that broader 
stage, where every citizen is not only spectator, but 
actor; and to their judgment I confidently turn. To 
the People, about to exercise the electoral franchise, 
in choosing a Chief Magistrate of the Republic, I ap- 
peal, to vindicate the electoral franchise in Kansas. 
Let the ballot-box of the Union, with multitudinous 
might, protect the ballot-box in that Territory. Let the 
voters everywhere, while rejoicing in their own rights, 
help guard the equal rights of distant feUow-citizens, 
that the shrines of popular institutions, now desecrat- 
ed, may be sanctified anew, — that the ballot-box, now 
plundered, may be restored, — and that the cry, " I am an 
American citizen," shall no longer be impotent against 
1 American Archives, 4th Series, Vol. I. col. 446. 
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outrage. lu just regard for free labor, which you would 
blast by deadly contact with slave labor, — iii Chris- 
tian sympathy with the slave, whom you would task 
and sell, — in stem condemnation of the Crime con- 
summated on that beautiful soil, — in rescue of fellow- 
citizens, now subjugated to Tyrannical Usurpation, — 
in dutiful respect for the early Fathers, whose aspira- 
tions are ignobly thwarted, — in the name of the Con- 
stitution outraged, of the Laws trampled down, of 
Justice banished, of Humanity degraded, of Peace de- 
stroyed, of Freedom crushed to earth, — and in the 
name of the Heavenly Father, whose service is perfect 
Freedom, I make this last appeal. 



Mr. Sumner spoke for two days. Ag soon as he took Jiis seat, fiio 
sform wMeh had. been preparing broke forth. Mr. Caas was the first 
to apeak. He began by saying that he had "listened with eijual regret 
and surprise " to the speech of Mr. Smuner, wMeh he ohatactciized as 
"the most nn-American wid unpatriotic that ever grated on the ears 
of the members of this high body." Mr. Donghts foUowed in a tirade 
of personality, in which he renewed the old assault of two years before, 
ohaigiug Mr. Snmner with defying the Constitntion, when he exclaimed 
with regard to the rendition of a fugitive slave, " la thy servant a d<^, 
that he should do tliis thing ? " i The speech of Mr. Sumner was char- 
aeterized in the most offensive tei-ms. " He seems to get up a speech 
aa in Yankee-land they get np a bed-quilt." Then again: "Is it 
hia olgact l« provoke some of m to kick him as we would a dog in 
the street, that he may get sympadiy upon the just chasUaement f " 
Then again: " We liave had another diah of the classics served up, — 
classic allusions, each one only distinguished for its bscivioosness and 
obscenity, — each one drawn from those portions of the claasiea which 
all decent professors in respectable colleges cause to be suppressed, as 
unfit for decent young men b> read. Sir, I cannot repeat the words. 
I should be condemned as unworthy of entering decent society, if I re- 
peated those obscene, vulgar terms which have been used at least a 
hundred times in that speech." Then, further, he said that "the Sena- 



1 Aale, Vol. ra. p. 868. 
11* *^ 
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tor fram Maaaaclmsotts had his speeeh written, priiiteil, committed to 
memory, pi'actised eveiy night before the glass, with a negro boj Ui 
hold the candle and watoh the gestures, and annoying the boarders in 
the adjoining rooms until they were foiiied to quit the house." All thia 
was uttered with the sympathy of tlie Glaye-masters about hiin. 

Mr. Mason followed with a bitterness which seemed a prolongation 
of the debate two years before. The tone of his speech appears in these 
words : — 

" The necessities of our political position bring us into relations and asso- 
ciations upon this floor, wbieii, in obedienoa to a common government, we 
are forced to admit. They bring us into relations and associations which 
beyond the walls of this Chamber we are enabled to avoid, — associations 
here whose presence elsewhere is dishonor, and the touch of whose hand 
would be a disgrace 

" I have said that the nacasslty of political position alone brings me into 
relations with man upon this floor who elsewhere I cannot acknowledge as 
possessing manhood in any form. I am constrained to hear here depravity, 
vice in its most odious form uncoiled in this presence, exhibiting its lontli- 
sonia deformities in accusation and villfieation against the quarter of the 
country tVom which I come; and I must listen to it because it is a UBcesRity 
of my position, nnder a common government, to recognize as an equal polit- 
ically one whom to tee elsewhere is to shun and despise." 

This debate, which was much in harmony with that of June, 1854, 
showed a state of feeling bordering on riolenee. The language of Mr. 
Douglas seemed to invite it, especially when he asked, "Isit hisobject 
to provoke some of us to tick him as we would a dog in the street, that 
he may get sympathy upon the just chastisement ? " It came soon. 

Mr. Sumner followed in unpremeditated remarks, i^eplying fo the 
only point of ai^ument, and giving expression to the indignant senti- 
ments inspired by the attack. These ate preserved here as belonging 
to the history of this occasion. 

MR. PRESIDENT, — Three Senatora have spoken: 
one venerable in years, with whom I have bad 
associations of personal regard longer than with any- 
body now within the sound of my voice, — the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass]; another, the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Douglas] ; aaid a third, the Senator from 
Vii^inia [Mr. Mason]. 

The Senator from Michigan knows v/ell tliat nothing 
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I say can have anything but kindneas for him. He has 
declared oa this floor to-day that he listened with regret 
to my speech. I hare never avowed on this floor how 
often, with heart trimming fuU of friendship for him, I 
have listened with regret to what has fallen from hia 
lips. I have never said that he stood here to utter aen- 
timenta which seemed heyond all question disloyal to 
the character of the Fathers and to the true spirit of the 
Constitution ; but this, with his permission, and in all 
kindness, I do now say to him. 

The Senator proceeded very briefly and in a cnraory 
manner to criticise my statement of the Michigan case. 
Sir, my statement was founded on the actual docunvente. 
No woi-d was mine : it was all from Jackson, from Grun- 
dy, from Buchanan, from Beaton, from the Democratic 
leaders of that day. Wlien the Senator criticised me, 
his shaft did not touch me, but fell upon thom. And 
here I leave the Senator from Michigan. 

To the Senator from Illinois I should willingly yield 
the privilege of the common scold, — the last word ; 
but I will not yield to him, in any discussion with me, 
the last argument, or the last semblance of it. He has 
crowned tlie outr^e of this debate by venturing to rise 
here and calumniate me. He has said that I came here, 
took an oath to support the Constitution, and yet deter- 
mined not to support a particular clause in that Consti- 
tution. To that statement I give, to his face, the flattest 
denial When it was made pre^'iously on this floor by 
the absent Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Eutlee], 
I then repelled it: you sliall see how explicitly and 
completely. I read from the debate of the 28th of June, 
1854, as published in the " Globe." Here is what I 
answered to the Senator from South Carolina: — 
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" This Senator was disturbed, when, to his intiuiry, per- 
sonally, pointedly, and vehemently addressed to me, wheth- 
er I would join in returning a feUow-man to Slavery, I ex- 
claimed : ' Is thy servant a dog, that he should do this 
thing r" 

You will observe that the inquiry of the Senator 
was, whether I would join in returning my fellow-man 
to slavery ? It was not, whether I would support any 
clause of the Constitution of the United States ? — fat 
from that. I then proceeded: — 

" In fitful phrase, which seemed to come from unconscious 
excitement, so common with the Senator, he shot forth va- 
rious cries aboiit 'dogs,' and, among other things, asked if 
there was any 'dog' in the Constitution^ The Senator did 
not aeera to bear in mind, through the heady currents of 
that moment, that, by the false interpretation ho fastens 
upon the Constitution," — 

and in which the Senator from Illinois now joins, — 

" he has helped to nurture there a whole kennel of Carolina 
bloodhounds, trained, with savage jaw and insatiable scent, 
for the hunt of flying bondmen. No, Sir, I do not believe 
that there is any ' kennel of bloodhounds,' or even any 
' dog,' in the Constitution." 

I said further : — 

"Since I have been chained with openly declaring a 
purpose to violate the Constitution, and to break the oath 
which I have taken at that desk, I shall be pardoned for 
showing simply how a few plain words will put all thia 

I next proceeded to cite the memorable veto hy Presi- 
dent Jackson, in 1832, of the Bank of the United States. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



THE CRIME AGAINST KANSAS. 253 

It will be remembered tliat to Ms course at tliat critical 
time were opposed the authority of the Supreme Court 
and his oath to support the Constitution, — precisely as 
the Senator from Illinois now, with ignorance, or with 
want of logic greater than his ignorance, undertakes to 
revile me. Here is the triumphant reply of President 
Jackson : — 

" If the opinion of the Supreme Court covered the whole 
ground of this Act, it ought not to control the coordinate au- 
thorities of this Government, The Cor^ess, the Esecutive, 
and the Court must, each for itself, be guided by its own 
opinion Of the Constitution. £ach pvhlio officer, wlio takes an 
oath to support the Constitution, swears that he will support it 
as he wnderstaTtds it, and not as it is imderetood by others-. It 
is aa much the duty of the House of Representatives, of the 
Senate, and of the President, to decide upon the constitu- 
tionahty of any bill or resolution which may be presented to 
them for passage or approval, as it is of the Supreme Judges, 
when it may be brought before them for judicial decision. 
.... The authority of the Supreme Coiirt must not, there- 
fore, bo permitted to control the Congress or the Execu- 
tive, when acting in their legislative capacities, hut to have 
only such influence as the force of their reasoning may dc- 



After tliia passage fix)m General Jackson I 
as follows : — 

" In swearing to support the Constitution at your desk, 
Mr. President, I did not swear to support it as i/ou under- 
stand it, — oh, no, Sirl — or aa the Senator from Virginia 
understands it, — hy no means! — or as the Senator from 
South Carolina understands it, with a kennel of bloodhounds, 
or at least a 'dog' in it, 'pawing to get free his hinder 
parts,' in pursuit of a slave. No such thing. Sir, I swore 
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to support the Constitution as I understand it, - — nor more. 

Then explaining at some length my understanding of 
the clause, I concluded on tJiis point in these woi'ds : — 

" I deairo to say, that, as I understand the Constitution, this 
clause does not impose upon me, as Senator or citiKen, any 
obligation to take part, directly or indirectly, in the surren- 
der of a fugitive slave." 

Yet, in the face of all this, wliieh occurred in open 
dehate on the floor of the Senate, which is here in the 
records of the country, and has been extensively cir- 
culated, quoted, discussed, criticised, the Senator from 
Illinois, in the swiftness of his audacity, presumes to 
assail me. Perhaps I had better leave that Senator 
without a word more ; but this is not the first, or the 
second, or the third, or the fourth time that he has 
launched against me his personalities. Sir, if this be 
agreeable to him, I make no complaint, ^though, for 
the sake of truth and the amenities of debate, I could 
wish that he had directed his assaults upon my ai^u- 
ments; but since he has presumed to touch me, he 
will not complain, if I administer to him a word of 
advice. 

Sir, this is the Senate of the United States, an impor- 
tant body under the Constitution, with great powers. 
Its members are justly supposed, from years, to be above 
the intemperance of youth, and irom character to be 
above the gusts of vulgarity. They are supposed to 
have something of wisdom and something of that candor 
which is the handmaid of wisdom. Let the Senator 
bear these things in mind, and remember hereafter that 
the bowie-knife and bludgeon are not proper emblems 
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of .emt 1 del t Let hiin rememl i thit tl e swag- 
ger of B 1 icrea and the furooit} of the Malay caimot 
add dignity to this body The Senator mfused into 
his sjeeuh the venom sweltering for months — ay, for 
years i,nd he his aEeged m<itfcers eiituely \nthout 
foundation m oriei to heai upon me some personal 
oblot[U) I will not lescend to things whuh dropped 
so niturally fiom his tongue I only brand them to 
his face at, false I say also to that Senator and I 
wish him to beir it m mi d tl £ t no j ei'&oi ^vith the 

upright form of man can be allowed [Hesiiation.} 

Mb. Douglas. Say it. 

Mr. Sumner. I will say it, — no person with the up- 
right form of man can be allowed, without violation of 
all decency, to switch out from his tongue the perpetual 
stench of offensive personality. Sir, that is not a proper 
weapon of delmte, at least on this floor. The noisome, 
squat, and nameless animal to which I now refer is not 
.the proper model for an American Senator. Wdl the 
Senator from Illinois take notice ? 

Mr. Douglas. I will, — and therefore will not imitate 

Me. Sdmner. I did not hear the Senator. 

Mr. Douglas. I said, if that be the case, I would cer- 
tainly never imitate you in that capacity, — recogniaing 
the force of the illustration. 

Mr. Sumner. Mr. President, again the Senator 
switches, his tongue, and again he fills the Senate 
with its offensive odor. But I drop the Senator. 

Tliere was still another, the Senator from Virginia, 
who is now also in my eye. That Senator said noth- 
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ing of argument, and therefore there is nothing of that 
to be answered. I simply say to him that hard words 
are not argument, frowns are not reasons, nor do scowls 
belong to the proper arsenal of parliamentary debate. 
The Senator has not foigotten that on a former occasion 
I did Bomething to exhibit the plantation manners which 
he displays. I will not do any more now. 
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Ok the second day after the Speech an event occurred which 
aroused the country, and was characterized at the time by 
an eminent Englisii statesman, Sir George Cornewall Lewis, as 
" the heginaing of civil war." Mr. Sumner was sitting at liia 
desk in the Senate Chamber shortly after the adjournment of the 
Senate, when he was attacked by the Hon. Preston S. Brooks, a 
Eepresentative of South Carolina, and by a succession of blows 
on the head with a bludgeon rendered senseless. As confederates 
with Mr. Brooks were Hon. Lawrence M. Keitt, a Eepresentative 
of South Carolina, and Hon. Henry A. Edmundson, a Eepresenta- 
tive of Virginia, who stood at some distance, evidently to sustain 
the assault. Mr. Sumner sunk upon the floor of the Senate 
Chamber. After some time he was carried to an adjoining room, 
where his wounds were dressed, and he was then taken to his 
lodgings. 

The newspaper of tho time attest the profound and wide-spread 
excitement. The titles of the articles are suggestive. " The At- 
tempt to murder Mr. Sumner," — " KufEanism National," — 
" Blood in the Senate," — " Outrageous Assault on Senator Sum- 
ner," — " Brutal and Cowardly Assault upon Charles Sumner," — 
" Ruffianism in Washington," — "A Crisis at Hand," — ■' The 
Outr^e on Mr. Sumner," — " Atrocious Outrage," — " Disgrace- 
ful Assault upon a Senator," — " Another Outrage upon Massa- 
chusetts," — "A Border Ruffian in the Senate," — "The Last 
Aliment of Slavery," — "Barbarism at the Capitol," — "Shame! 
Shame ! " Such were the general voices. The article in the 
National InteUigmeer at Washington was entitled " Painful Oc- 



This incident is inseparable from the speech on the Crime 
against Kansas, although some have supposed that the earUer 
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speech, of June 28, 1854, in Eeply to Assailants,' contributed 
essentially to the feeling which broke forth oa this occasion. The 
documents, resolutions, speeches, and articles which it prompted 
would occupy volumes. An attempt will be made to present an 
abstract under the foUowinp: lieads. 

I. TlIK ASSAUI.T. 

II. Adoption of the Assault by Emikest Slat e-M asters, ASD 

BY THE South generally. 

ILL PbEVIOOS PEREONALITIEa AND AGGHKSSIOSS. 

IV. Voice of toe North. 

V. Ihjuhies and continued Disabiuty of Mr. Sumheb, 



THE ASSAULT. 

On Friday, May 23, tte day after the assault, Hon. Henry 
Wilson, colleague of Mr. Sumner, rising in his seat immediately 
atYer tte reading of the Journal, made tho following remarks. 

"Mr. President, — The seat of my colleague is vacant to-day. 
That seat ia vacant tfl^iay for the first time during five years of public 
sei-riw. Yesterday, after a touching tribute of respect to the memory 
of a deceased member of the House of Eepresentatives, the Senate ad- 
journed. My coU«ague remained in his seat, busily engaged in his 
public duties. While thus engaged, with pea in hand, and in a po- 
sition which rendered him utterly incapable of protecting or defend- 
ing himself, Mr. Preston 8. Brooks, a member of the House of Eepre- 
sentatives, approached his desk unobserved, and abruptly addressed 
him. Before he had time to utter a amgle word in reply, he received 
a stunning blow upon the head from a eane in the hands of Mr. 
Brooks, which made Mm blind and almost unconscious. Endeavor- 
ing, however, to protect himself, m rising from his ohair his desk was 
overthrown ; and while in that condition, he was beaten upon the 
head by repeated blows, until he sunk upon the floor of the Senate, 
exhaus-ted, unconscious, and covered with his own blood. He was 
taken from this Chamber to the anteroom, his wounds were dressed, 
and then by friends he was carried to his home and placed upon his 

t Ante, Vol. III. pp. 868-433. 
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bed. He is unable to be witli us to-day to perform the dutiea tliat 
belong to him as a member of this body. 

"Sir, to assail a member of the Senate oat of tliis Chajnber, 'for 
words spoken in debate, ' is a graTe offeiioe, not only against the rights 
of the Senator, but the constitutional privileges of this House ; but. 
Sir, to come into this Chomher, and assault a. member in Ms seat untU 
he lalls exhausted and senseless on this floor, is an offence requiting 
the prompt and decisive action of the Senate. 

" Senators, 1 have called your attention to this transaction. I sub- 
mit no motion. I leave it U> older Senators, whose character, whose 
position in this body and before the country, eminently fit them for 
the task of devising measures to redress the wrongs of a member of this 
body, and to vindicate the honor and dignity of the Senate. " 

Mr. Seward followed with a resolution, 

"Ilesolwd, That a Committee of live members bo appointed by 
the President to inquire into the circumstances attending the assault 
committed on the person of the Hon. Charles Sumner, a member of 
the Senate, in the Senate Chamber yesterday ; and that the said Com- 
mittee be instructed to report a statement of the fiicts, together with 
their opinion Uiereon to the Senate," 

On motion of Mr. Mason, of Tirginia, the resolution was 
amended, so that the Committee should be elected by the Senate. 
It was then adopted, Mr, Pearce, of Maryland, Mr, Allen, of 
Rhode Island, Mr. Dodge, of Wisconsin, Mr, Gejer, of Missouri, 
Mid Mr. Cass, of Michigan, were elected, Mr. Seward, who in- 
troduced the resolution, and Mr, Wilson, who announced the as- 
sault, were excluded. 

On the 28th of May Mr. Pearce made a report from the Se- 
lect Committee, which, after a brief statement of fact?, says, that 
" the Senate, for a breach of its privileges, cannot arrest a mem- 
ber pf the House of Eepresentaljves, and, a fortiori, cannot try 
and punish him " ; that "that authority devolves solely upon the 
House of which he is a member"; and that "the Senate can- 
not proceed fiirther than to make complaint to the House of 
Representatives of the assault committed by one of its members." 
It was ordered that "a copy of this report, and the afHdavits 
accompanying the same, be transmitted to the House of Repre- 
sentatives." 

Nothing furthw was done in flie Senate on this matter. 
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Ie tlie House of Eepresentativea, on tlie day after tlie assault, 
Hon. Lewis D. Campbell, of Ohio, moved a Select Committee of 
liTo to m\ pst gate the subject, and to report the facts, with such 
resolutions in reference thereto as in their judgments may be 
proper and. necessary lor tiie ^ mdn-ation of the character of the 
H use The resDlution was adopted and the following Com- 
mittee v. IS appointed by the Speaker Lewis D, Campbell, of 
Ohio Jo! n illiaoQ of Pcnnsylvinii Howell Cobb, of Georgia, 
Altred B. Greenwood, ot Aikansas, and Erancis E. Spinner, of 
New York. Alexander C. M. Pennington, of New Jersey, was 
substituted for Mr. Allison. To this Committee were referred the 
proceedings of the Senate, 

In the testimony taken and reported by the Committee will be 
found an authentic account of tie assault. The Committee visited 
Mr. Sumner at his house. 

"Hon. ChaklesS IiNEE, le n,, ?worn, testified. 

"Question (by M Camjl II) "What do you knowoFtbefnets con- 
nected with the aasa il alleged to have been made npon you in the 
Senate Chamber bj Hon M B ooks, of South Carolina, on Timraday, 
May 22, 185fi J 

" A'osmer. I attended the Senate as usual on Thursday, the 22il of 
May. After some foiTnal busineaa, a message was received from the 
House of Representatives, announcing the death of a member of that 
body from Missouri. This was followed by a brief tribute to the de- 
ceased from Mr. Geyer, of Missouri, when, according to usage, and out 
of respect to the deceased, the Senate adjourned. 

" Instead of leaving the Chamber with the rest on the adjournment, 
I continued in my seat, occupied with my pen. Wlile thus intent, in 
order to be in sesson for the mail, which was soon to close, I was ap- 
proached by several persons who desired to speak with me ; but I an- 
swered them promptly and briefly, exeuaing myself, for the reason that 
I was muoh engaged. When the last of these left me, I di'ew my arm- 
chair close to my desk, and, with my legs under the desk, eontinned 
writing. My attention at this time was so entirely withdrawn &om all 
other objects, that, though there must have been many persons on the 
floor of the Senate, I saw nobody. 

" While thus intent, with my head bent over my writing, I was ad- 
dressed by a person who had approoehed the front of my desk so en- 
tirely unobserved that I was not aware of his presence until I heard 
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my name prouounccd. As I looked up, with pen in hand, I saw a tafi 
man, whose countenance waa not familiar, standing diteetly over me, 
and at the same moment caught these woi'ds : ' I have read your 
speech twice over carefully. It is a liM on South Carolins, and Mr. 
ButUt, who is a relative of mine- — -' While these words weie still 
passing from his lips, he commenced a sucoeasion of Mows with a heavy 
cane on my bai'e head, by the first of which I was stunned so as to lose 
sight. I no longer saw my assailant, nor any person or object in the 
room. What I did afterwards was done almost unconsciously, acting 
under the instinct of self-defence. With head already bent down, I 
rose from my seat, wrenching ap my desk, which was screwed to the 
floor, and then pressed forwaiil, while my assailant continued his 
blows. I have no other conaeionsness until I found myself tea feet 
forward, in front of my desk, lying on the floor of the Senate, with my 
bleeding head supported on the knee of a gentleman, whom I soon 
recognized, by voice ajid countenance, as Mr. Morgan, of New York. 
Other pei'sona there were about me offering me friendly assistance ; but 
I did not recognize any of thout. Others there were at a distance, look- 
ing on and oflering no assistance, of whom I recognized only Mr. Doug- 
las, of Illinois, Mr. Toonihs, of Georgia, and I thought also my assail- 
ant, standing between them. 

■ " I was helped from the floor and conducted into the lobby of the 
Senate, where I was placed upon a sofa. Of those who helped me to 
tliis place I h 11 t" A I te d tl 1 bbj I cogn -d 

Mr. SI d U f Lo I, wh t ted b t I cogniz d 

else u tU Bom t m 1 te as I PI OS d, I I f It f Jly gra p 
of the ha d h 1 m d to f M mi bell 






t fth 



fh 



spoke t m hil I was lym tl floo t tb 

" I make this statement in answei t th t rr g tory f tb Cm 
mittee, and ofi"er it as presenting compl t ly II y collect is f 
the assault and of the attending cii nmst wh ti ediat ly 

before or immediately after. 1 desire t dl th t 1 dcs tl d 

which I have given as uttered by n y assa 1 t 1 lia d t t 

recollection of the words, ' old man bttlsereso Irl 
the mist which ensued from the first bl tl 1 1 t h th 

they were uttered or not. 

" QiKs. fby Mr. Greenwood). How long do you suppose it was after 
the adjournment of the Senate before this oceunence took place ? 

"A^. 1 am very much at a loss to say whether it was half an 
hour or fifteen minutes : I should say mnging from fifteen minutes to 
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half an. hour, more or less ; perliaps not more tiaii fifteen minutes. I 
have already testifiud that I was so much absorbed with wliat I WKa 
doing at my dest, that I took very little note ot anything, not ayen of 

" Ques. (by Mr. Cobb). Was the first blow you received from Mr. 
Brooks before he had finished the sentence ? 

"^IM. I have no recollection beyond what I have stated. 
" QtKS. My question was, whethra a blow was stiiick before Mr. 
Brooks finished the reraarlc to you which you have just quoted ! 
" ^iw. The blow came dowu with the close of the sentence. 
" Ques. Then the sentence was closed befow the blow was straek ? 
" j4iis. It seemed to me that the blow came in the middle of an 
unfinished eeuteiice. In the statement 1 have made I used the lan- 
guage, ' While these words were still passing from his lips, he com- 
menced a succeBsion of blows.' I heard distinctly the words I have 
given ; I heard the words ' a relative of mine,' and then it seemed to 
me there was a break, and I have left it as an unfinished sentence, the 
sequel of wluoh I did not hear on account of the blows. 

" Ques. (by Mr, Campbell). Did you, at any time between the de- 
livery of your speech referred to and the time when you were attacked, 
recdve any intimation in writing or otheiTvise, that Mr. Brooks in- 
tended to attack vo 1 

Ana Never d re tly or indirectly ; nor had I the most remote 
snsp o of any attack nor was I in any way preiiared for an attack. 
I hal a ns or means of defence of any kind. I was, in fact, 
ent ely d fe eleas at the time, except so far as my natural strength 
ent In other vo ds, I had no arms either about . njy person or 
m my desk. Nor did I ever wear arms in my life. 1 have always 
lived in a civilized community, where wearing arms lias not been 
considered necessary. When I had finished iny speech on Tuesday,' 
I think it was, my colleague came to me and said, ' I am going home 
with you t«-day ; several of us are going home with yon.' Said I, 
'None of that, Wilson.' And instead of waiting for him, or allow- 
ing him to accompany me home, I shot off just as I should any other 
day. While on my way from the Capitol, 1 overtook Mr. Seward, witli 
whom I had engaged t« dine. We walked together as Ear as the 
oranibnaes. He then proposed that we should take an omnibus, 
which I declined, stating that 1 must go to the printing-office to 
look over proofs. I therefore walked alone, overtaking one or two 
persons on the way. 1 have referred to this remark of my colleague 
in answer to your questiou, whether I had in any way been put on my 

1 The sacond day of the delivery. 
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" Qucs. (by Mr. CoWj. What ilo you attribute the remark of your 
f^olieague to ? In other words, was it fouuded upon au apprehension 
growing out of what you had said iu your speech ! 

"Ans. I understand that it was. He haa told me since that a 
member of the House had put him on his guard, but he did not men- 
tion it to me at the time. I suEpected no danger, and therefore I 
treated what he said to me m triHing. 

"Qaes. (by Mr. Pennington). Have you ever defied or invited 
violence ! 

" Ans, Never, at any time. 

" Ques. Statu what waa the condition of your clothing after this 
violence, when you ivere taken from the Ciiamber. 

"Ans. I was in such a, condition at the time that I wes unaware 
of the blood on my clothes. I know little about it until after I reached 
my room, when I took my clothes off. The shirt, ai-ound the neck and 
collar, was soaked with blood. The waistcoat had many marks of 
blood upon it ; also the trousers. The broadcloth coat was covered 
with blood on the shoulders so thickly that the blooii had soaked 
through the cloth, even thi'ough the padding and appeared on the 
inside ; there was also a great deal of blood on the basic of the coat and 

"Q>ies. Were you aware of the intention of Mr. BiDoks to strike 
or inflict a blow before the blow was felt ! 

"Alts. I had not the remotest suspicion of it until ! felt the blow 
on my head. 

"Ques. (by Mr. Campbell). Do you know how often you were 
struck ? 

" Ajts. I have not the most remote idea. 

" Qiies. How many wounds have you upon yonr head ? 

"Ans. I have two principal wounds upon my head, and several 
braises on my hands and arms. The doctor will describe them more 
particularly than 1 am able to. 

" Qaes. (by Mr. Cobb). You stated, that, when Mr. Brooks ap- 
proached you, he remarked that he had read your speech, and it Was a 
libel upon his State and upon his relative. I will ask you, if you had, 
prior to that assault, in any speech, made any personal allusions tfl 
Mr. Brooks's relative, Mr. Butler, or to the State of South Carolina, 
to which Mr. Brooks applied this remark ! 

"Ans. At the time my assailant addteesed me I did not know who 
he was, least of all did I suppose him to be a relative of Mr. Butler, 
In a speech recently made in the Senate I have alluded to the Statfl 
of South Carolina, and to Mr. Butler j but I have nevei' said anything 
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which was not in jnst roaponse to liifi speechts, accorcling to pariia- 
mentary usage, nor aiiytliiag whioli con be called a libel upon South 
Carolina or Mr. Butler." 

Hon. Henhy Whson, the eolleague of Mr. Sumner, flrst heard 
of the assault as he was passing down the street, and hastened 
back. As to threats'ofviolenee before the assault, he testifled: — 

" I know of none, of my owu knowledge. Mr. Binghani, of tlie House 
of Bepresentativea, said to me just about the time the Senate ad- 
journed: 'You had better go down with Mr. Sumner; I think tliere 
will be an assault upon him.' SaidI, 'Do jou think so!' Hesaid, 
' 1 have heard renwrkB made from which I thiidc an assault will be 
mode.' I afterwai'ds said to Mr. Sumner that I would like to talk 
with him, and I spoke to Mr. Burlinganie and to Mr. Colfax to walk 
down with us. While I was standjag talking to Mr. Burlingame, Mr. 
Sumner went to Mr. Sutton's' desk, and then, went out of the side 
door. I waited, supposing ha would oome back and go down with us. 
But he did not come, and we left the Capitol, but waited some time 
neat the porter's lodge, until we heard he had gone home. That is aU 
1 know, and it is merely hearsay. 1 gave myself little trouble about 
it. I went up to his room afterwards, but did not find him at home. 
Mr. Sumner paid no attention to what 1 said. I merely said 1 wanted 
to walk down with him, — that I wanted to talk with him." 

Hon. John A. Bwoham, of Ohio, being sworn, testified 

• ' Ques. Had jou any reason to apprehend tliat an assault would be 
made on Mr. Sumner after the delivery of that speech !. 

"Ans. I can only say that I had no leason to apprehend danger to 
Mr. Sumner, except what I inferred from the language of Senators 
at the time he dosed his speech. What they said tlien led me to 
believe that an attempt to assail Mm was intended, or was intended to 
be encouraged. 

" Ques. Were tlie threats of Senators, of which yon speak, uttered 
in debate or outside ? 

"Ans. They were uttered in debate. I do not recollect hearing 
anything of the kind except wlxat was uttered in debate, coupled with 
the manner of Senators. These are aU the reasons 1 had for appre- 
hending an assault. 

" Ques. (by Mr, Cobb). Did you communicate to Mr. Wilson your 
apprehensioas in reference to Mr. Sumner ? 

1 The shoii-hand reporter of the Senate. 
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" Alls, I did, 'before the Senate adjourned, communicate with Mr. 
Wilson. I said to Mr, Wilson that it was my opinion un assault was 
intended npoa Mr. Sumner, and that he had better see to it that no 
assaalt was made." 

Jamss W. SiMONTOH, Esq., reporter of the 2{ew York Times, 
being sworn, testified. 

"I was Etanding in the Senate Chamber near Mr. Clayton's seat, 
conversing with Mr. Morgan and Mr. Murray of the Houee, when 
I heard a blow. I exclaimed, ' What Is that ? ' and immediately 
started. One step brought me in view of the parties. My attention 
was dil-ected at once to Mr. Snmner, with a view to notice his con- 
dition. I saw that he was just in the act of springing forward. As 
he eame upon his feet, I noticed him spin around, and tlien stagger 
backwards and sideways until he fell. Mr. Brooks was stiiking him 
with his cane, which then seemed to be broken off one third its length. 
I rushed up as rapidly as possible, with other gentlemen, and, as I 
reached him, or near him, Mr. Keitt rushed in, running aronnd Mr. 
Sumner and Mr. Bracks with his cane raised, crying, ' Let them alone ! 
let them alone 1 ' threatening myself and others mho had rushed in to 
interfere. Mr. Brooks continued to strike until he was seized by Mr. 
Muiray, and until Mr. Snmner, who had lodged pai'tly against the 
desk, had fallen to the floor. He did not fall directly, but, after lodg- 
ing for an instant upon, then slipped off from his desk, and fell upon 
the floor. I do not know of anything further. 

" Ques. How often did Mr, Brooks strike ! 

"Ans. With great rapidity : at least a dozen, and I should think 
twenty blows. Mr. Sumner, at the first moment when. I looked at 
him, seemed to me to be uneonseious. 

"Qws. (by Mr. Pennington). Do you know of any concert be- 
tween Mr, Brooks and any other person, a member of Congress, to 
attack Mr, Snmner? 

" Aiis. I do not know anything of my own knowledge I n t d 
several peisons who were there. I saw Mr, Keitt the I h a 
distinct lecoUection of seeing several parties, perhaps n t d t t 
enough to mention them. I saw several Senators present mmediat ly 
afterwards, but whether they were there at the time of tl nrr nee 
I could not say. My attention was directed especially Ia M Sumn 
and to Mr. Keitt, who seemed to be acting in cone t w th M 
Brooks. 

' ' Quss. State, if you can, what Mr, Ecitt said or did f m fi 1 1 
last. 

TOL, IV. 12 
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" Amt. I saw him as I waa approaching the parties. I noticed him 
mn in from the centre aisle, and raise his cane. He used the nords I 
have spoken ; or rather, my impceseion is that the praoiae expresaioa 
was, ' Lot them alone, God damn you I ' " 

This is only a portion of the evidence. 

The Committee, after taking evidence, made a report, signed 
by Mr. Campbell, Mr. Spinner, and Mr. Pennington, which, aiYcr 
setting forth the facts,, concludes with the following resolutions. 

" Resolved, That Preston S. Brooks be, and ha ia forthwith, expelled 
from this House aa a Eepi'eaentative from the State of South Carolina, 

" Eesdved, That this House hereby declare its disapprobation of the 
said flot of Henry A. Edmundson and Lawrence M. Keitt in regard to 
the said assault." 

A minority report, signed by Mr. Cobb and Mr, Greenwood, 
concluiJed with the following resolution. 

"Resolved, That this House has no juriadiction over the assault alleged 
to have been committed by the Hon. Pi'eston 3. Brooks, a member of 
this House from the State of South Carolina, upon the Hon. Charles 
Sumner, a Senator from the State of Massachusetts, and therefore deem 
it improper to express any opinion on the subject." 

In the House, the substitute moved by Mr. Cobb was lost, — 
yeaa 66, nays 145. The resolution of expulsion was lost, — yeas 
121^ nays 95, — the two thirds required for expulsion not voting 
in favor thereof. The other resolution, declaring disapprobation 
of the act of Henry A. Edmundson and Lawrence M. Keitt, was 
divided, and the censure of Keitt was voted, —yeas 106, nays 96; 
that, of Edmundson was lost, — yeas 60, nays 136. A long pre- 
amble, setting forth the facta, was adopted, — yeaa 104, nays 83.' 

Immediately after the vote upon the resolution of expulsion, 
Mr. Brooks, with some difficulty, obtained leave to address the 
House. Mr. Giddings objected, but, at the request of friends, 
withdrew his objection, contrary to his own judgment. In the 
course of a speech vindicating his conduct, Mr. Brooks took 
credit to himself for not beginning a revolution, 

" Sir, I cannot, ore my lyum euxomil, assume the responsibility, in the 
face of the American people, of commencing a line of conduct irhich 

1 House Journal, 84eh Cong. 1st Sess., pp. 1199-1221, July 14, IB, 1856. 
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in my heart of hearts I believe would result in subverting tba foun- 
dationa of this Government ami in dvBncbing this Hall in blood. No 
act of mine, and on my personal account, shall inaugurate revolution ; 
but when you, Mr. Speakei', return to your own home, and heap the 
people of the gi'eat North — and they aie a great people — speak of me 
as a bad man, you will do me the justice to say tliat a blow struck by 
me at this time would be followed by revolution, — and this I know. 
[Appltmse and hisses in the galkry.] " 

Afterwards he seemed to take credit for using the instrument 
he did. 

"I went to wort very deliherateiy, as I am charged, — and this is 
admitted, — and speculated somewhat as to whether I should employ a 
horsewhip or a cowhide ; but, knowing that the Senator was my su- 
perior in strength, it ooourred. to me that he might wrest it Ivoxa my 
liand, and then— for I never attempt anything I do not perform — 
/ might have been ctrnipeUcd ta do that which I would liave regretted the 
balance of my natural life." 

At these words, according to the papers of the day, there was 
a voice from the House ; — 

" He would have killed him ! " 

The speech concluded : — 

"And now, Mr. Speaker, I announce to you, and to this House, that 
I am no longer a member of the Thirty-Fourth Congress." 

On which the Globe remarks : — 

" Mr. Brooks then walked out of the House of Representatives." i 

In fact, his resignation was already in the hands of the Gov- 
ernor of South Carolina, to take effect on his announcing his 
resignation to the House. In this way he avoided any other cen- 
sure, after the failure of the resolution of expulsion. 

Returning to South Carolina, Mr. Brooks presented him.self 
again to his constituents, and was triumphantly reelected. On 
the 1st of August, 1856, his commission was presented to the 
House, when, according to the Globe, he " came forward and the 
Speaker administered to him the oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States." 

, Appondis, pp. E31-S33 
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While proceedings were pending in the House, Mr. Brooks was 
indicted by the Grand Jury of the District of Columtiia. The 
following letters of Mr. Sumner, written at Silver Spring, near 
■W£u5hington, where he was the guest of F. P. Blair, Ebci-, show 
his indisposition to take pai't in the proceedings. 

" Silver Spring, Jnne 80, 1856. 
" Dbae SiK, — I find myself unable to attend Couit to-day. Since 
the summons of the Macslial, I have suffered a rekpue, by which I am 
enfeebled, and ftlfio admonished against esertion. Being out of town, 
I have not had an opportunity of consulting my attending physician ; 
but a skilful medical friend, who has visited me here, earnestly isisista 
that 1 cannot attend Court for some time without peiil t« my health. 
' ' I liave the honor to be, dear Sir, 

" Yom' faithful servBJit, 

"Charles Stjkner. 
"P. Baktok Key, Esq., Attorney of the United States." 

"Silver Spring, Jnly 1,1866. 
"Deak Sib, — I have your letter of 30th Jnne, in which you ask 
my consent with regard to the course yon shall take in the conduct of 
1 criminal proceeding now landing in the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the District of Columbia. I am surpriaed at this communi- 
cation. In giving my testimony before the Grand Juiy, I stated that 
I appeared at the summons of the lavr, and that I wished it distinctly 
understood that tlie proceeding was instituted without any suggestion 
on my part, and that I had nothing to do, direetly or indirectly, with 
its conduct. Nothing has occurred to change my relation to the pro- 
ceeding. Its whole conduct belongs to the Attorney of the United 
States. 

"I am, dear Sir, 

" Your faithful servant, 

"Chaeles Sitmnee. 
"P, Barton Key, Esq,, Attorney of tha United States." 

When the trial came on, Mr. Sumner had left for Philadelphia. 
Mr. Brooks was sentenced to pay ft fine of three hundred dollars. 

Wilham Y. leader, of Philadelphia, -who testified before the 
magistrate, drew up the following account of the assault, which 
is now publislied for the first time. 

" I arrived in "Washington City on the morning of the 92d of May, 
18B6. It was my first visit to WoBhington. After attending to some 
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Tiuflinefis, I visited Uie Capitol. It waa about twelve o'oloct, and lioth 
Houses of Congceaa were in session. I went to the Hall of the Houae of 
RepresentatiyeE first. I remained until fie House a^ourned, wMeli 
vias in a elLort time, as no business was transacted further than the pas- 
sage of some resolutions in relation to, and several addresses on, the 
death of Hon. John G. Miller, of Missouri. I next went to the gallery 
of the Senate Chamber. Hon. Mr. Geyer, of Missouri, was delivering 
ft eulogy on the death of Mr. Miller, alter which a series of resolutions 
on the same subject were passed, when the Sennte adjourned. I then 
went into the Senate Chamber, for the purpose of delivering a letter to 
Hon. J. J. Crittenden, but, finding him engaged talking to the Hon. L. 
S. Fostei-, of Conneetient, I walked up and down the Chamber, waiting 
until he would be disengaged. While doing so, a gentleman mentioned 
the name of Mr. Sumner. I had never seen Mr. Sumner, but, having 
read several of his speeches, I was anxious to see him, and, looking in 
the direction from which the voice came, 1 observed Dr. Madeira, of 
Philadelphia, introducing to Mr. Sumner one of the then editors of the 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, Transact. Mr. Sumner then ahook 
the person by the hand and be^ed him to exeuse him, as he waa writ- 
ing on time, that he might get a namber of documents, which he was 
franking, ready for the mail, and told the gentleman he would be 
pleased to see him at his residence at any lime he might call. The 
gentleman left him, and I walked to the seat of Senator Seward, which 
was vacant, and which is next but one from Senator Sumner's, in the 
same row. Senator Sumner was writing at his seat. On hia table waa 
a large pile of documents, and he was writing very rapidly, with his 
head very close to the deslf. While he waa thus engaged, I observed 
a gentleman come in the door and walk t« the seat of Mr. Sumner. 
He came up in a quiet, easy manner, and spoke, saying, 'Mr. Snmner.' 
Mr. Sumner did not riae, but merely turned np his head, as if to see 
who was speaking to him, when the gentleman continued, saying, 
' I have read your speech twice, and have come to the conclusion that 
it is an insult to my native State, and my gray-haired relative, Judge 
Butler,' — and before he had finished the sentence, he struck Mr. Sum- 
ner a blow on the top of his head, which waa uncovered, which must 
have stunned him. He strnck him two or three times after, when 
Mr. Sumner raised himself in his chair, not, bb has been said, to defend 
himself, but with his head bent down, as if trying to extricate himself 
Irora his chair and desk. While in this position he received several 
more blows, when he fell against his desk, which npset, and he fell to 
the floor. While lying here, he was struck until liie cane broke into 
pieces. Mr, Su/trtnea- uttered iu) word, and no one attempted to inter- 
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fere, thougli a number of persons gathered around, crying, ' Don't in- 
terfere I ' ' Qo it. Brooks I ' ' Give the damned Abolitioniste hell ! ' &e. 
Wt. Crittenden was the first man to seize the perpetrator of the outrage. 
Mid talte him off his victim. Several of his friends led him off, while 
Mr. Sumner lay on the floor until Mr. Morgan and Mr. Simonton and 
one or two others came in and took him into an adjoining room. I 
was the only person who saw the whole of the transaction, aiid, being 
so close to Mr. Sumner, I heard and saw all that was said and done. I 
afterwards had Mr. Brooks arrested for the offence, and on the trial of 
the case gave my testimony as I have here related it, and which is 
subslantially correct. I had never known Mr. Sumner, and, as we 
belonged to diiferent politicitl parties, I had no prejudice in his favor. 
From beginning to end it was one of the most cold.blooded, high- 
handed outrages ever committed, and had Mr. Sumner not been a very 
large and powerfully built man, it must have resulted in his death. 
Tfo ordinary man could possibly have withstood so many blows upon 
his bare head." 

General James Watson Webb, afterwards Minister to Brazil, 
and at the time editor of tlie New Tork Courier and Enguirsr, 
made the Mowing report to his paper. 

"Those who witnessed the assault say, that, in receiving the Wovra, 
given in quick succession and with teiTible force, Mr. Sumner at- 
tempted to rise from his seat, to which he was in a measure pinioned 
hy his legs being under the desk, — the legs of which, like all the 
desks of the Senate Chamber, have plates of iron fastened to them, 
and these plates are firmly secured to the floor. His first attempt to 
rise was a failure, and he fell back into his chair, and the blows of his 
assailant continued to fall mercilessly upon his uncovered head. His 
second attempt ripped up the iron fastenings of his desk, and he pre- 
cipitated himself forward, but, heing blinded and stunned, wide of the 
direction in which Mr. Bi'ooks stood. Prostrated on the floor, and 
covered with blood as I never saw man covered before, the assault 
continued, until Mr. Murray and Mr. Morgan, both members of the 
House of Kepresentatives from New York, had time to eome from the 
extreme southeast angle of the Senate Chamber, and who, forcing 
their way through the crowd of Senators, and others, in the midst of 
whom Mr. Sumner was lying senseless and being beaten, they seized 
the assMlant and rescued the body of Sumner." 

On the morning of January 28, 1857, the country was startled 
by the telegraphic news that Mr. Brooks had died sudderJy on the 
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evening bcfnit ingieitpiin at his UU,1 la WishngtDn The 
terms of tiut Uetpateh belong to tlus note 

"The Hon Preston S Brojks died this erening at Browns Hotel. 
He had been m bed for a day or two, suffenng from the effects of a 
severe eold He was telhng his friends that he had passed the crisis 
of his illness, and felt consideiahly improved m health, when he was 
seized with violent croup and died in about f«ii minutes afteiwards. 
He exjired in intense pam The event, m sudden, has caused much 
surprise and sympathy thioughout the city. 

"Dr. Boyle, who wbb called to dresa the wounds of Mr. Sumner, 
was his physician. CoDsiderable excitement was produced by this vis- 
itation of Pi-ovidence. His personal friends seem smitten, while the 
mass of those who crowd the hotels come to the general conoluBioa that 
the wrath of man is avenged in the justice of God. There are numer- 
ous knots of people in eaeh of the hotels, talking about the death of 
Brooks. He died a horrid death, and suffered intoisely. He endeav- 
ored to tear his own throat open to get bi'eath." 

Later advices revealed that Mr. Keitt, with others, was hy his 
bedside. His death was announced to the House of Representa- 
tives, January 29th, when his funeral took pliioe in the House. 

Senator Butler died at home, in South Carolina, May 25, 1857. 
Mr. Keitt, after an active and vindictive part in the Rebellion, 
died in battle in Virginia, in June, 186i 



ADOPTION OF THE ASSAULT BY EMINENT SLAYE- 
MASTERS, AND BY THE SOUTH GENERALLY. 

Moke significant even than the assault was the evidence, -which 
soon accumulated, showing ita adoption at the South, Had it 
been disapproved there, it would have stood as the act of an indi- 
vidual. Had it been received even in silence, without formal dis- 
approbation, there would have been at least a question with re- 
gard to the sentiment there, and chuity would have supplied the 
most extenuating interpretation. But the spirit of Slavery was 
too strong, making haste to speak out by ita representatives of 
every degree. It began at once. 
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On th.0 publication of Mr. Sumner's testimony, there were some 
explanations in the Senate.' Hon. John Slidell, of Louisiana, de- 
scribed himself as in conversation with several gentlemen, in the 
witeroom of the Senate, when he first heard of the assault. 

"We had been tiera some minutes, — I thinfc we were alone in 
the antechamber, — when a. person (if I recollect aright, it was Mr. 
Jones, a messenger of the Senate) rushed in, apparently in great trepi- 
dation, tud said that somebody was beating Mr. Sumner. We hesrd 
this remirk withont any particular emotion ; for my own pail, I con- 
fees I felt Doiie." 

He then describes meeting Mr. Sumner in the doonvay of the 
reception-room, " leauing on two persons whom I did not recog- 
nize. His face was covered with blood." He adds : — 

" I am not particularly fond of scenes of any sort. I have no 
associatjona or relations of any kind with Mr. Sumner ; I have not 
spoken to bim for two years." 

Hon. Robert Toombs, of Georgia, said : — 

" As for rendering Mr. Sumner any aiaistance, I did not do it. 
As to what was said, some gentleman present condemned it in Mr. 
Brooks. I stated to him, or to some of my own friends, probably, that 
I approved ii. That w my ojraiion." 

Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, of Ohio, followed. 

"If the principle now annonnoed here ia to prevail, let us come 
armed for the combat ; and although you are four to one, I am here to 
meet you. God knows a man can die in no better cause than in vin- 
dicating the lights of debate on this floor ; and 1 have only t« ask, 
that, if the piincipla is to be approved by the majority, and to become 
part and parcel of the law of Congress, it may be distinctly under- 

Hon. Henry Wilson followed, saying ; ^ 

" Mr. Sumner was stricken down on this floor by a brutal, murder- 
ous, and cowardly assaU.lt." 

At this point he was interrupted by Hon. A. P. Butler, of South 
Cflrolina, according to the unamended report of the newspapers, 
by the exclamation from his seat, — 



u Globe, 34th Cong. 1st Sess., pp. 1S04- 1308, May 27, 1 
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In the Oldb€ it is said : — 

" Mr. Butler, in his seat, impulsively uttered words which Senators 
around advised him were not parliamentary, and he stibsequently, 
at the instance of Senatois, requested that the words might be with- 
drawn." 

Ho Laf J t S F t fL (H.t t i 11 d 

"A I d tood fh h rahl S t f G gi t »m k 

that h pp dftikgf roibly d a this Ch be m 

bar of tl Se t I th k t umbe t n m rei^ tly mb 

of th bolj d t t VII g part p tad t d I t saj 

Mr. Foster then proceeded to vindicate liberty of speech. 



"Though liis ftiends have invested him with the dress of Achilles 
and offered him his armor, he has shown that he is only able to figflit 
with the weapons of Thersites, and deserved what tliat brawler reccimd 
fivmthe hmds qfSmgoMant Ulyssss."'^ 

The declaration of Mr. Wilson, that the attack upon Mr. Sumner 
was " a brutal, murderous, and cowardly assault," incensed the 
friends of Mr. Brooks, and many threats of personal violence were 
made. General Lsne, of Oregon, afterward Democratic candidate 
for Vice-President, called upon Mr. Wilson, and placed a challenge 
from Mr Brooks m his hands M Wilson promptly placed in 
General Lane s hand'! contrary to the uigent advice of Mr. Gid- 
dings ind other friends who thonght his reply m ght bring on 
a perional conflict, an inswei to liis hostile note, in which he 

" I i-hanctenzed on the floor of thf Senate the assault upon my 
colleagae as brutal mnrderoif, and cowardly I thought so then; 
I think so now 1 hive no qualifioation whatever to make in wgard 
to tho p words I have never entertained in the Senate or elsewhere, 
the idea of personal responsibihty in the sense of the duellist. I have 
always regarded duelling us the Imgenng relic of a barbarous civili- 
zation which the law ol the countiybi Inn lei as crime. Wliile, 

Ist Sess Appeniiit p. 626, Jane la, 
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thei'efore, I religiously believe in the right of self-defence ii 

est sense, the law of my country and the matured o 

whole life alike forbid me to meet- you for the purpose indicated in 

your letter." 

The Hoe. James M, Maaon, a Senator from Virginia, ^ready 
odious as autkor of tlie Fugitive Slave Bill, and afterwards so cou- 
spioiioua in tlie Rebellion, tliua declared hia approbation of tlie 
assault : — 

" Selma, FnEDERlcic County, Va., 



" Gentlemen, — I haye had the honor to receive your letter of the 
13th instant, inviting me, on behalf of the constituents of Colonel Pres- 
ton S. Brooks, to a dinner to be given to him by thera, on the 3d of 
October next, in ' testimony of their complete indorsement of his Con- 



"It has been my good fortune to have enjoyed the acquaintance 
of your able and justly honored Repi'esentative on t«rnis both of 
social and political intercourse, from his entrance into the House 
of Representatives, and I know of none whose public caieer I hold 
more worthy the fuU and cordial approbation of Ins tonatituents thin 

" He has shown himself alike able and prompt to oustiin the nghts 
and the interests of his constituents in debate and 1 \ lotp or to vinli- 
cate in a. different mode, and under cii'cuinstances ot painful duty, the 
honor of his friend. 1 would gladly, therefow, unit* with you, were it 
in my power, in the testimonial proposed by his generous constituents, 
but regret that the distance which septtates us, and my engagemente 
at home, most forbid it. 

"But, in reverse of all this, should a dominant sectional vote be 
directed to bring into power those pledged in advance to breali down 
the barriers interposed by the compact of federation for the security of 
one section against the other, then, in my calmest judgment, but one 
course remains for the South, — imviMiale, absolute, and eternal cepa- 
raiion. 

" Again regi'etting, Gentlemen, that I cannot be with you, 
' ' I am, with great respect, 

"J. M, Mason." 

The Hon. Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War, and afterwards 
Pre^dent of the Bebel States, thus declared his approbation : — 
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" 'Washington, Monday, September 22, 1656. 

" Gentlemen, — ■ I tave the honor to acknowledge your polite and 
vaiy gratifying invitatiou to a public dinner, to be given by the people 
of the Fourth Congressional District to theu^ Kcpresentative, Hon. P. 
8. Brooks. 

" It would give me much pleasure, on any occasion, to meet you, fel- 
low-oitizena of the Fourth IMBtriot of South Carolina ; and the gralifl- 
cation would he materially heightened by the opportunity tfl witness 
their approbation of a Representative whmi I hold m such high regard 
and esteem. Circumstances will not permit me, however, to be with 
you, as invited, and I have only to express to you my sympathy with 
the feeling which prompte the sons of Carolina to welcome the return 
of a brother who has been the subject of viMoation, misrepi'esentation, 
and persecution, because he resetUed a libellous assault vpan the reputa- 
(ftw of their motlier. 

" With many thanks to you and those whom jon represent for your 
kind remembrance of me, 

" I am very truly your friend and fellow-citizen, 

"Jeffekson Davis. 

" Aethdr SiUEKiSB, James Gillam, and others." 

Here may property be introduced the language of Mr. Savage, 
of Tennessee, an the House of Representatives, in. his eulogy of 
Mr. Brooks. 

"To die nobly is life's chief concern. History records but one 
ThermopylfB : there onght to have been another, and that one for 
Preston S. Brooks. Brutns stabbed Csesar in the Capitol, and, what- 
ever we may now think of the wisdom and justice of the deed, the 
world has ever since approred and applauded it. So shall the scene in 
the Senate Chamber cairy the name of the deceased to all future gen- 
erations, long to be remembered after all here are forgotten, and until 
these proud walls crumble into ruins," ' 

These uttered words were modified in the Globe? 

In these adhesions it will not fail to be observed that Toombs, 
Slidelj, Mason, and Davis, afterwards chiefs in the Rebellion, 
made themselves conspicuous by their positive and unequivocal 
language. 

' New York Independent, Febmary E, 1S67. Sea also New York Herald, 
Jannarv 31, and February 2, 1867; New York Times, January 30, 1867. 
The effect of this on the Hou^e in described by correspondents at the time. 

« January 29, 1S6T, p. 602, B41h Cong. 3d Sees. 
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Mr. Buchanan, the Democratic candidate for the Presidency, 
deaerves to be added to this liatt At the Commeneement of 
Franilin and Marshall College, in Lancaster, Pennsylyania, July 
23, 1856, one of the students, W. W. Davis, of Sterling, Illinois, 
made an address on " The Decline of Political Integrity," where 
he described modera politicians as "so truckling in their character 
and destitute of moral courage and political integrity, that men 
are found who applaud the attack of Cimme Brooks upon the 
noble Sumner for defending Freedom," The scene that ensued, 
and the remarks of Mr, Buchanan, who was present on the 
stage, were given by a correspondent of the Mm York Tribune. 

"During the delivery of tMs sentence, the whole house was still as 
death, and at its dose it was heartily applauded. Mr. Davis finished 
his oration and retired from the front of the stage amid thunders of 
applanse and showers of bouquets from his lady friends. For him it 
was tndj a triumph. But on retiring to his seat, next to that of Mr. 
Buchanan, did he receive congratulation of the Sage of Wheatland? 
Mo, no. Mr. Buchanan said to him, loud enough that the whole class 
could hear ; ' M)/ yowng friend, you look upon the dark side of the pic- 
twre. Mr. Sv/mner's speech was the inosl indgar Urade of abuse ever de- 
Ivrered in a deliberative body.' To which the young orator replied, that 
he ' hoped Mr. Buchanan did not approve of the attacks upon Mr, 
Sumner by Brooks and others.' To which Mr. Buchanan nyoined, 
that 'Mr. Brooks was iruionsiderate, bat that Senator S-atler was a very 
mild man.' Mr. Davis expressed his regret at the modemtion of Mr. 
Buchanan's views, and dropped the conversation. Afier the close of 
the exercises, the friends of Mr. Davis related what I have written. 
Mr. Davis himself said, he 'did not think for a moment that he was 
not in conversation vrith James Buchanan, ' but novr learns that it was 
the Representative of the Cincinnati Platform he was addresised by." 

With such words of approbation from eminent leaders of the 
South, it was natural that other organs of opinion there should be 
Stronger in their language. The people by formal acts, and the 
press by a succession of articles, signalized tlieir adhesion. 

The following extract from a letter of a young gentleman, said 
to be of "high respectability," at Charleston, Soutli Carolina, was 
communicated for publication. 

" I suppose you have heard of the lambasting Mr. Brooks gave Mr. 
Sranner, Well, the Charlestonians have suhsoribed ten cents each and 
hought a splendid cane, with the words ' Hit Mm again ' • 
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tlie head ; and if Mv. Sunmer troubles South Carolina or Mi-, Brooks 
again, he will get Bomethiiig en^ramd on hit head which will lio veiy 
apt to make him a graim subject." 

At a meeting at Martin's Depot, South Carolina, the following 
resolution ivas adopted. 

"Iksolved, If Horthera fanatics wiO persist in meddling with our 
private inatitutious, we deem it expedient that Southern membera 
should reply to them by the use of gulta-2?avha." 

At a meeting in Clinton, South Carolina, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted by acclamation. 

" ReaoliKd, That we, as a portion of the constituents of the Hon. 
Preston S. Brooks, do heartily agree with him in chastising, coolly and 
deliberately, the vile and lawless Sumner, of Maasachusetta. 

"Besolved, That, for the high respect and full appreciation of Colo- 
nel Brooks's oonduut, we present him a cane from the soil of his own 
Congressional district, with this inscription : ' Use Icnoak-down argu- 
■meats ' : feeling that none other can be effectual on a perrerted mind 
and degenerate race." 

The Columbia South Carolinian, of May 28, spoke thus: — 

" We learn that some of the gentlemen of Charleston have provided 
a suitable present, in the sliape of a eane, to be given to Mr. Brooks, 
to show their appreciation of his late act of ' hiding ' the Abolition 
Senator Sumner. Itistobea th sc pt n ' Hit Mm, again.' Meet- 
ings of approval and san t n w U b 1 Id not only in Mr. Brooks's 
district, but throughout th Stat at 1 ^ '"'i » general and hearty 
response of approval will re h th w de ' Well done,' from Wash- 
ington to the Eio Grande. 

T!ie Richmond Engm er of May 30 reports a responso from 
the University of Virginia. 

' ' Akotheb. Cane tok Mr. Brooks. — We miderstand that a very 
large meeting of the students of the University of Virginia was held on 
Tuesday evening, to take into consideration the recent attack of the 
Hon. Preston S. Brooks on Charles Sumner, in the United States 
Senate Chamber. Several very eloquent speeches were delivered, all of 
which fully approved the coui'se of Mr. Brooks, and the resolution was 
passed to purchase for Mr. Brooks a splendid cane. The cane is to 
have a heavy gold head, which will he suitably inscribed, imd also beai' 
upon it a device ofthe human head, badly cracked and broken. The 
chivalry of the South, it seems, has been thoroughly aroused." 
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The Bicli'mond Examiner ot llaj 30 te tifies ttua ; — 
" The ohastisemeiit of Sumner m apite of the bluatering nonsense 
of the regmientg of Yankee Bob Acies whu hare been talking about 
' avenging his wrongs,' will be attended «lth good reEults. The prece- 
dent ai BrcMDks vs. Sumner will become a i^espccttd authority at Wash- 
ington. It will be a 'leadiug case,' as it dearly defines the distinction 
between the liberty of speech as guarantied to the resectable Ameri- 
can Senator and that scandalous abuse of it by such men as Charles 
Sumner. 

" JTar from blaming Mr. Brooks, we are disposed to regard him as a 
conservative gentleman seeking to restore to the Senate that dignity 
and respectability of which the Abolition Senatore are fast stripping it. 
His flxample should be followed by every Southern gentleman whose 
feelings are outraged by unprincipled Abolitionists." 
The Bichmond Engyirer thUiS spoke, June 9th : — 
" It is idle to think of union or peace or truce with Sumner or Sum- 
ner's friends. Catiline was purity itself, compared to tlie Massachusetts 
Senator, and his friends are no better than he. They are all (we mean 

the leading and conspicuous ones) avowed and active traitors 

Sumner and Sumner's friends must be punished and silenced. Gov- 
ernment which cannot suppress such crimes as theirs has failed of its 
purpose. Either such wretches must ba hung or put in the peniten- 
tiary, or the South should prepare at once to quit the Union. We would 
not jeopard the religion and morality of the South to save a Union 
that had ftiled for every useful pnrpose. Let us tell the North at once, 
K you cannot suppress the treasonable action, and silence the foul, 
licentious, and infidel propagandism of such men as Stephen Pearl 
Andrews, Wendell Phillips, Beecher, Garrison, Sumner, and their 
negro and female associates, let us part in peace. 

"Your sympathy for Sumner has sh^ten our confidence in your 
capacity for self-government more than all your past history, full of 
evil portents as that has been. He had just avowed his complicity in 
designs far more diabolical than those of Catiline or Cethegus, — nay, 
transcending in inii^ulty all that the genius of a Milton has attributed 
to his faUen at^la. We are not surprised that he should be hailed as 
hero and saint, for his proposed war on everything sacred and divine, 
by that Pandemonium where the blasphemous Garrison, and Parker, 
and Andrews, with their runaway negroes and masculine women, oon- 
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The Sickmond En^irer again spoke, June 12th ; 

" In the main, the press of the South applaud the conduct of Mr. 
Broola, withont condition or limitation. Our approbation, at least, is 
entire and unreserved. We consider the act good in Gonseption, bet- 
ter in execntion, and beat of all in consequence. The vulgar Aboli- 
tionists iu the Senate are getting above themselves. They have been 
humored until they forget their position. They have grown saucy, and 
dare to he impudent to gentlemen ! How, they are a low, mean, scurvy 
act, with some little book-learning, but as utterly devoid of spirit or 
honor as a pack of curs. Intrenched behind 'privilege,' they ianoy 
they can slander the South and insult its representatives with impu- 
nity The truth is, they have been suffered to run too long without 
collars They must be lashed into sulnnissioa. Sumner, in particular, 
ought to have nine-and-thirty early every morning. He is a great 
strapping fellow, and could stmid the cowhide beautifully. Brooks 
tiightened hun, and at the fiist blow of the cane he bellowed Uke a 
huU-oalt There is the blackguard Wilson, an ignorant Hatiek cob- 
bler, awaggenng in excess of muscle, and absolutely dying for a 
beating Will not somebody take him in hand ! Hale is another 
huge, red-faced, sweating scoundrel, whom some gentleman should kick 
and cuff until he abates something of his impudent talk. These men 
are perpetually abusing the people and representatives of the South, 
for tyrants, robbers, ruffians, adulterers, and what not. Shall we 
stand it? 

" Mr, Brooks has initiated this salutary discipline, and he deserves 
applause for the bold, judicious manner in which he chastised the 
scamp Snniner. It was a proper act, done at the proper time, and 
in the proper place," 

In a Democratic procession at Washington, one of the party 
banners had this inscription: — 

> "SUMNER AND KANSAS: LET TEEM BLEED." 

Tests like these might be multiplied; bnt here are more than 
enough to exhibit the brutal spirit of Slavery, and the extent of ita 
sympathy with the assault This head may be properly closed 
by the words of the Charleston Standard on the death of Mr, 
Brooks. 

' ' Within the last year Ma name has transcended the limits of tongues 
and nations. What will be the verdict of pustcrity upon him will do- 
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pend upon the question of power iDetween the North and South. If 
the Horth shall triumph, if the South shall be gradually ground 
under, if Slivery shall be smuggled out of sight, and decent people 
shall be ashamed to own it, he will be condemned and execrated ; 
hut if the South shall stand firm in her integrity, if Slavery shall 
not fsU before its antagonist, but eliall stand, as it is capable of stand- 
ing the greai eeiiirdl iitsHtutiiM of the land for all other interests to 
tiimb upon, and shall ^Te law to opinion, as it shall give regulation to 
Liberty, then his memory will be loved and venerated ; ft< imll be recog- 
nized as one of the first who striick for the mndiaUion of Ihe South ; and 
as, like those who seized the tea in Boston Harbor, he had no other war- 
rant of authority than tliat afibrded by his own brave heart, he will 
only the more certainly be phtoed among the heroes and patiiots of his 
country." 

Here is a plain and most interesting recognition of the ai5sault 
as belonging to the glories of Slavery, while the author is one of 
ita heroes. 



PREVIOUS PESSO^ALITIES AND AGGRESSIONS. 

There is a proper interest in knowing the personal provocation 
under ■which Mi Sumner spoke. Something of tliis will be seen 
in the e'irly onslaught upon him by the combined forces of Slav- 
ery, to wh ch he replied promptly.' The Qhhe shows constantly 
the tone whioh was adapted by the representatives of Slavery 
towards all who presumed in any way to question its rights. 
Here Mr Butler ot South Carolina, was always prominent; and 
when the question of the admission of Kansas as a Free State 
occurred, he was especially aroused. 

His previous jrersonalities and aggressions were set forth by 
Hon. Henry Wilson, in a speech made in the Senate, June 13, 
1856, in direct reply to him, after he had spent two days in criti- 
cising Mr. Sumner and defending his assailant. On this o 
Senator Butter was particularly indignant because Mr. Sur 
had personified Slavery as a " harlot," saying, " Wliat in the u 
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of justice and decency could have ever Jed that m!in to use such 
language?'" In the course of his speech the Senator described 
his former patronage of Mr. Sumner, saying, " I did not hesitatfl 
to keep up what my frienda complained of, an intercourse with 
him, which was calculaled to give him a currency far beyond what he 
might have had, if I had not indulged in that species of intercoune. 
My friends here and everywhere know it."' Mr. Wilson's reply is 
important in this history. 

SPEECH OF HON. HENRY WILSOK. ■ 

"Mr. President, — ! feel constrained, by a sense of duty to my 
State, by personal relations to my colleague and friend, to treEpass for 
a. few momenta npon tlLe time and attention of tlLO Senate. 

"Ton have listened, Mr. President, the Senate has Jietened, these 
thronged seats and these crowded galleries have listened, to the extraor- 
dinary speech of the honorable Senator from South Carolina, which 
lias now ran through two days. I must say, Sir, that I have listened 
to that speech with painful and sad emotions. A Senator of a sovereign 
State more than twenty days ago was stricken down senseless on the 
floor for words spoken in debate. For mora than three weeks he has 
been confined to his room upon a bed of weakness and of pain. The 
moral sentiment of the country has been outi'aged, grossly outraged, 
by this wanton assault, in the person of a Senator, on the freedom of 
debate. The intelligence of this transaction has flown over the land, 
and is now flying abroad over tlie civilised world ; and wherever Chris- 
tianity has a foothold, or civilization a resting-place, that act will meat 
the stem condemnation of mankind, 

" Intelligence comes to ns, Mr. President, that a civil war is raging 
beyond the Mississippi ; intelligence also com«s to us that upon the 
shores of the Facilic Lynch Law is again organized ; and the telegraph 
brings us news of assaults and murders around the ballot-boxes of Few 
Orleans, growing ont of differences of opinion and of interests. Can 
we be surprised. Sir, that these soenas, which are disgracing the chai'- 
aeter of our country and our age, are rife, when a venerable Senator — 
one of the oldest members of the Senate, and chairman of its Judiciary 
Committee — occupies four hours of the important time of the Senate 
in vindication of and apology for an assault nnpai'aUeled in the his- 

1 Congies'ional Globe, 34tb Cong. Ist Soss., AppeiiJix, p. 633, June 12, 
1866 
n Ibid , p 638. 
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toTj o£ the country f If lawless violence here, in this Chamber, upon 
die person of a Senator, can find vindieation, if this outrage upon the 
freedom of debate finds ax>ologj from a reteran Senator, why may not 
violent counsels elsewhere go unrehulted 1 . 

"The Senator fram South Carolina oommenoed hie disenraive speech 
by an allusion to the present condition of my colleague whicli I can- 
not say eihihited good taste. I know it, personally, to be grossly un- 
jnst, because I know that for more than twenty days — thi-ee weeks — 
Mr. Sumner has been compelled to lie upon a bed of pain, from the 
eflects of blows received by him here iu the Senate Chamber. 

" The Senator from South Carolina, I am aware, referred to the evi- 
dence of a medical person, who was accidentally employed in the early 
stages of the case, but who has not seen Mr. Sumner lately. I have in 
my hands the testimony of his present medical adviser, a distingtUBhed 
physician of this city, who has been selected for his known talents and 
character, and who %indsrstaa^ hia present condition. The Secietaiy 
will please to read his letter, which I now send to the desk." 

The Secretary read as foUowa 

" Street, June 13, 1866, 
" Dear Sib, — In answer to your inquiries, I have to state that I have been 
in attendance on the Hon. Charles Snmner, as his physician, on account of 
Ihe injuries received by him in the Senate Chamber, from the 29th of May 
to the present time, — part of this time in consultation with Dr. Perry, of 
Boston, and Dr. Miller, of Washington. 

" I have visited him at least once every day. Dm-ing all tlii? time Mr. 
fiumner has been confined to his room, and the greater part of the day con- 
fined to his bed. 

" Nbctrbb at the pnESENT JiOMEBr, Biw ai any lime since Mr. Samaer'i 
ewe cnme tm/hr my charge, has He been in a cuMnmoN to hesuwe his 

DUTIES IS THE Sekate. 

" My present advice to him is to go into the country, where be can enjoy 
fiesh nir ; and 1 think it will not be prudent for him to enter upon his pub- 
lic duties for some time to come. 

" Very respectfully, your obedieat servant, 

"H. L1KDBI.Y." 
" Hon. Henuy Wilson." 

Mm. 'WiisoM. "Mr. President, this is the testimony of Dr. Liiidsly, 
known by the members of the Senate, ajid others around me, to bo an 
eminent physician of Washington. I will say, that Mr. Sumner, and 
Mr. Sumner's friends, when he was first assailed, underestimated alto- 
gether the force of the assault. He is a man of great physical power, 
ill full vigor and maturity, and in the glow of health. For a day or 
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two after tliat assault hp believed, and his friends believed, tliat he 
wonld sotn throw o)f its effeuts ; but time disclosed the extent ami 
force of hiB injuries, while he was doomed to hours of restless, sleepless 
Iiain. Dr Perry, of Boston, a gentleman of great professional emi- 
uence, swadentally in Washington, expressed the strongest solicitude 
"onoeming his i-ise To his skill ftnd advice 1 believe my colleague 
and his friends ore under the deepest obligations. His testimony be- 
t'oi'e the Committee is the testimony of one who knows what he affirms. 
— - But 1 pass from this topic 

" The Senator from South Carolina, through this debate, has taken 
occasion to apply to Mr. Sumner, to bis speech, to all that concerns 
him, all the epithets 

[Mb. Butlek. I used criticism, but not epithete.] 

Mr. 'WiisoN. "Well, Sit, I accept the Senatoi's word, and I say 
'criticism.' But I say, in his criticism, he used every word that I 
can conceive n fertile iniagillftliott could invent, or a malignant passion 
suggest. He has taken bis full revenge here on the floor of the Senate, 
here in debate, for the remarks made by my colleague. 1 do not take 
any exception to this mode. This is the way in which the speech of 
my colleague should have been wet, — not by blows, not by an as- 

" The Senator tells lis that tliis is not, in his opinion, ^i assault upon 
the constitutional I'^ts of a member of the Senate. He tells us that 
ft member cannot be permitted to print and send abroad over the world, 
with impunity, his opinions, — but that he is liable to have them ques- 
tioned in a judicial tribunal, Well, Sir, if this he so, — he is a lawyer, 
I am not, — 1 accept his view, and I ask. Why not have tested Mr. 
Sumner's speech iu a judicial tribunal, and let that tribunal have set- 
tled the question whether Mr. Sumner uttered a libel or not ? Why 
ivaa it necessary, why did the ' chivalry ' of South Caroluia require, 
that for words uttered on this floor, under the solemn guaranties of 
Constitutional Law, a Senator should be met here by violence ! Why 
appeal from the floor of the Senate, ftiDm ft judicial tribunal, to the 
bludgeon ! I pat the question to the Senator, — to the ' ohivairy ' of 
South Carolinft, — ay, to ' the gallant set ' (to use the Senator's own 
words) of 'Hinety-Six,' — Why was it necesaarj to substitute the bludg- 
eon for the judicial trihmial? 

"Sir, the Senator from South Carolina — and in what I say to him 
to-day I have no disposition to say anytliing unkind or unjust, and if 
I utter any such worf, 1 will withdraw it at ones — told us, that, when 
my eolleague came here, he came holding fanatical ideas, but that he 
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met him, offered him his lurnil, and trented liim nith courtesy, siip- 
posing, as in other cases which had happened under his eje, that Rc- 
quainton w th 8 th m gentleman might cure him of his fanaticism. 
He gray ly t U th t 1 is courtesy and attentioHiS introdnced Mi-. 
Sumner wl I U t otherwise have gone. The Senator will 

allow me t y th t tl not the first time during this seseion we 
have heard this k d f talk about 'social influence,' and the neces- 
sity of aeso t w tl g tlemen from the South, in order to havo 
intercourse w th th fi ed and cultivated sooiety of Washington. 
Sir, Mr. S was reared in a section of country where men know 

how to be g tl n H was trained in the soiaety of gentlemen, in 
as good ty 1 1 h found in thiU section of the country. He 

went abroad In E gl i and on the Continent he was received ev 
erywhei'e, as he had a right to be received, into the best soeial circles, 
into literary assoeiations, and into that refined and polished society 
which adorns and graces the present age in Western Europe. I do not 
tnow where any gentleman could desire to go tliat Mr. Sumner coukl 
not go, without the assistance of the Senator from South Carolina, or 
imy other person on this floor. Sir, we have heard quite enough of 
this. It is a piny-wood doctrine, a plantation idea. Gentlemen reareil 
in refined and cultivated society are not accustomed to this language, 
and never indulge in its use towai-ds others. 

" The Senator from South Carolina commenced his speech hy pro- 
claiming what he intended to do, and he closed it by asserting what ho 
had done. Well, Sir, I listened to his speech with some degree of at- 
tention, and I must say that the accomplishment did not come quite 
up to what was promised, and that without his assurance the Senate 
and the country would never have supposed tliat his achievements 
amomited to what he assured us tliey did in this debate. 

" The Senator complained of Mr. Sumner for quoting the Constitu- 
tion of South Carolina ; and he asserted over and over agidn, and he 
winds up his speech by the declaration, that the quotation made Ls not 
in the Constitution. After making that declaration, he reaxl the Consti- 
tution, and read the identical iiuotation. Mr. Sumner asserted what is 
in the Constitution ; bnt there is an addition to it which he did not 
quote. The Senator might have complained because he did not quote 
it ; bnt the portion not qnotsd cfuries out only the lettei' and the spirit 
of the portion quoted. To be a member of the House of Representa- 
tives of South Carolina, it is necessary to own a certain niimlier of 
acres of land and ten slaves, or seven hundied and fifty dollars of real 
estate, free o! debt. The Senator declared with great empliasis — and 
I saw nods, Democratic nods, all aiound the Senate — that 'a maii 
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who was not worth that itmouiit of money wsa not fit to ho a Eepre- 
sentative.' That may be good Democratic doctrine, — it comes from 
a Democratic Senator of the Demooiatio State of South Carolina, and 
received Democi'atio nods and Democratic smilea, — bat it ia not in 
harmony with the Democratic ideas of the American people. 

" The charge rnade by Mr. Sumner was, that South Carolina wss nom- 
inally republican, hut ia reality had arietocratio features in her Con- 
stitntioa. WeU, Sir, is not thia charge true ? To be a member of the 
Honse of Eeprasaatativejs of South Cai'oUiia, the candidate must own 
tait men, — yes. Sir, ten men, —five hundred acres of land, or have seven 
hundred and fifty doUai's of real estate, free of debt ; and fo be a mem- 
ber of the Senate double is required. This Legislature, having these 
personal qualifications, placing them in the rank of a privileged few, 
are elected upon a representative basis as une<iual aa the rotten-boraugh 
Bystem of England in its most rotten days. That is not 'all. This 
Legislature elects the Governor of South Cai^oliua and the Presidential 
lleetflrs. The people have the privilege of voting for men with these 
qvialilicationa, upon this basis, and they select tlieir Governor for them, 
and choose the Presidential Electors for them. The privileged few gov- 
ern ; the many have the privilege of being governed by them. 

"Sir, I have no disposition to assail South Carolina. God knows 
that I would peril my life in defence of any State of thia Union, if as- 
sailed hy a foreign foe, I have voted, and I will continue to vote, while 
I have a seat on thia floor, as cheerfully for appropriations, or for any- 
tiling that can benefit South Carolina, or any odier State of this Union, 
as for my own Commonwealth of Massachusetts. South Carolina is a 
part of my country, Slaveholders are not the tenth part of her popu- 
lation. There ia somebody else there besides slaveholders. I am op- 
])osed fo its system of Slaveiy, to its aristocratie inequalities, and I 
shall continue to be opiiosed to them ; but it ia a sovereign State of 
this Union, a pait of my country, and I have no disposition to do 
injustice to it. 

' ' Tlie Senator assails Mr. Sumner for referring to the effects of Slav- 
ciy uiion South Carolina in the Eevolutionary era. Wliat Mv. Sumner 
said in regard to the imbecility of South Carolma, produced by Slav- 
eiy, in the Bevolution, ia true, and more than ti-ue, — yes. Sir, ti-ue, 
and more than true. I can demonstrate its truth by the words and 
correspondeuce of General Greene, by the words and correspondence of 
Governor Matthews, General Barnwell, General Marion, Judge John- 
son, Dr. Kamsay, the liistorian, Mr. Gadsden, Mr! Burk, Mr. Fuger, 
and her Representatives, who came to Congress and asked the nation 
to reUeve her from her portion of tile common burdens, because it was 
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neoeasaiy for her mea to stay at home to kcEp her negro slaves in aub- 
jeotion. These sons of South Carolina have given to the world tlie in- 
dkputable evidence that Slavery impaired the power of that State in 
the War of Indqiendenee. 

' ' The Senator told us that South Carolina, which fnmiBhed one fif- 
tflenth as many men aa MasBaehusetta in the Eevolution, ' shed 
hogsheads of blood where Massaehnsetts shed gallons.' That is one 
of the extravagances of the Senator, — one of his loose expressions, 
abaui'd said ridiouloua to others, — one of that class of expressions 
which justify Mr. Sumner in saying that ' he cannot ope his mouth, 
but out there flies a blunder ' This is one of those characteristics of 
the Senator which naturally arrested the attention of a speaker like 
Mr. Siunuer, accustomed to think aernratelj , to speak accurately, to 
write accurately, and to be accuiate m all his statements. I say that 
such expressions as those in which the Senator ' from South Carolina 
has iiidulged in reference to this matf«r are of tlie class in which he 
too often indulges, and which brought from my colleague that remark 
at which he takes so much offence. — But enough of this. 

"Sir, the Senator from South Carolina has undeitaken to assure 
the Senate and the country to-day that he la not the aggressor. Here 
and now I tell him that Mr. Sumner was not the aggressor, — that the 
Senator from South Carolina was the aggressor. 1 will prove this dec- 
laration to be true beyond all question. Mr. Snmner is not a man who 
desires to he aggressive towards any one. He came into the Senate 
'a representative man.' His opinions were known to the country. He 
eame here knowing that there were but few in this body who could 
sympathize with him. He was reserved and cautious." For eight 
months here he made no epeeoh [ n ny i st' n th t Id *te 
the animadversion even oftl seist S tofmS thC rohi a. 
He made a brief speech in f f th y tem f gra ti g 1 d, for 

constructing raihraya in th n w Stat s, which th peopl f th se 
States justly applauded; an I I ill dtaktsatlt) ted 
the whole question briefly, E lly dp f 11> H Iso la 
biief speech welcoming Kos tit thU t^lStt Btbynd 
the presentation of a petition, he took no steps to piess his earnest 
convictions upon the Senate ; nor did h ay anything hioh could by 
possibility disturb the moat exeitable Senato 

" On the 28th day of July, 1852, afte b g n th s body eight 
months, Mr. Sumner introduced a pro] sit on t repeal the Fngitive 
Slave Act. Mr. Sumner and his con 1 1 nts beh d that act to be 
not only a violation of the Constitution f th U t d States, and a vio- 
lation of dl the safeguards of the Common La hi h have been gar- 
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nerad np for eentnries to protect tlie rights of the people, but at war 
with Christianity, humanity, and human nature, — an enactment that 
is bringing upon this Republic the indiguant scorn of the Christian and 
civilized world. With these convictions, he proposed to repeal that 
act, as he had a right to propose. He had made no speech. He rose 
and asked the Senate to give him the privilege of malting a speech. 
' Strike, but hear,' said he, using a quotation. I do not knowthat he 
gave the authority for it. Perhaps the Senator from South Carolina will 
criticise it as a plagiaiism, as he has criticised another application of a 
classical passage. Mr. Snmner asked the privilege of addressing the 
Senate. The Senator from South Carolina, who now tells us that he 
had been hia friend, an. old and vetei-an Senat<ir hew, instead of feel- 
ing that Mr. Sumner was a member standing almost alone, with only 
the Senator from Mew York [Mr. Seward], the Senator from New 
Hampshire [ Mr. Hale], and Goverilor Chase, of Ohio, in sympathy 
with him, objected to his being heard. He asked Mr. Sumner, taunt- 
ingly, if he wished to make an ' oratorical display ' ! and talked about 
'playing the orator' and 'the pmt of a parliamentaiy rhetorician." 
TTiese words, in their scope and in their character, were calculated to 
wound the sensibilities of a new member, and perhaps biiig upon him 
what is often brought on a member who maintains here the great doc- 
trines of Liberty and Christianity, — the sneer and the langh under 
which men sometimes shrink. 

' ' Thus was Mr. Sumner, before he had ever uUavd a word on tJie svfg'ect 
of Slavery here, arraigned by the Senator from South Carolina, not for 
what he ever had said, but for ^hat he intended to say ; and the Sen- 
ator announced that he must oppose his speaking, because he would 
attack South Carolina. Mr Sumn qa tly aid that h had n to h 
purpose ; but the Senator did ntwht all hnt mkth 
Senate the vehicle of com num at n f hi ] h h ugh ut the 
United States, to wash deepe and d j th ha n 1 thr ^h whi h 
flow the angry waters of agitati n 

" Now I charge hare on the fi f th S n t and bef th 
try, that the Senator from S nth Carol na was tl aggre to — tl at h 
arraigned, in language which no man can defend, my colleague, before 
he ever nttered a word on this sulyeet on the floor of the Senate, and 
in the face of bis express disclaimer that he had no purpose of alluding 
to South Carolina, This was the beginning ; other instances follow. 

"Mr. Sumner made, in Februaiy, 1854, a speech on the Kansas- 
Uebraska Bill ; and I want to call the attention of the Senate to the 
manner in which he opened that speech. No man will pretend, that, 
up to that day, he had ever nttered a word here to which any, tliu most 
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captions, eould tako objection. He commenced tliis magnificent speech, 
wliich aay man witliin sound of my voice wonld have been proud to 
have uttei'od, by saying : ~ 



" ' I would not forget thoae amenities which helong to this place, and are 
BO well calculated to tamper the antagonism of debate ; nor cau I cense to 
remember, and to feel, that, amidst all diversities of opinion, we are the 
vepresentatires of thirty-one aister republics, liuit ti^ther by Indissoluble 
lies, and conatituting that PluraJ Unit which we all embrace by the endear- 
ing name of country.' 

"Thus, on that occasion, by those wotds of kindness, did he com- 
mence his speech ; and he continued it to the end in that spirit. The 
effort tlien made might be open to opposition by argument ; but there 
is no word there to wound the senaihilities of any Senator, or to justify 
any personal bitterness. And yet this speech, so cautious and guarded, 
and absolutely without any allusion t» the Senator from South Caro- 
lina or hie State, brought down upon him the denunciations and as- 
saults of the Senator, who now complains Uiat his own example has 
been in some measure followed. 1 intend to hold that Senatoi to-day 
to the Mcord. Yes, Sir, I have his words, and I intend to hold him 
responsible for them. I am acoustomed to deal with fact'j, as that 
Senator will discover before I close. 

" A few days after this speech was delivered, the Senator from South 
Carolina addressed the Senate, —then, as now, in a long speech, running 
through two days. You will lind his speech in the Cmgresswnal Globe, 
Appendix, Vol. XXIX. pp. 283-240. Sir, you must read that speech, 
read it all through, look at it carefully, consider its words and its 
phrases, to understand the tone he evinced towards Mr. Sumner, and 
towards Massachusetts, and the Northern men who stood with him. I 
need not say that tbere were hitter words, taunting words, in the 
speech. 1 was not here to listen to it ; but we all know — and I say 
it without meaning to give offence — that the Senator from South 
Carolina is often more offensive in the manner which he exhibits, and 
he throws more of contempt and more of ridicule in that manner than 
he can put in his words, — and he is not entirely destitute of the 
ability of using words in that connection. 

" On page 282 we have the insinuation that Mr. Sumner is a 'plung- 
ing agitator,' — that is the phrase, 'plunging agitator' Thit ii a 
plunging expression. I think it is one of those loose expressions that 
brought down on the Senator the censure of my colleague the other 
day. Then we have another insinuation, — that he is a 'rhetorical 
advocate' ; and then these words: 'He has not, m mj judgment. 
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Bpokeii with. tl:e wisdom, the judgment, and the rfsiionsibilities of a 
statesman.' How, Sir, I doubt the propriety of applying to members 
of this body suci phrases as these, 'plunging agitat«r,' 'rhetorical 
advocRte,' aiid tien to say he has not shown 'the wisclom, tJie judg. 
ment, and the I'esponsibOities of a atateaman.' 

" On page 234 ho says of Mr. Sumner ; ' It seema to me, that, if he 
wished to write poetry, he would get a negro to sit for him.' That is 
his expreasion, aud the report says it waa followed by 'laughter,' — 
whether laughter at Mr. Sumner, or at the refined wit of the Senator 
from South Carolina, I cannot aay, not haying been piesent. 

" On page 236 he again alludea to a remark by Mi. Sumner, saying 
(to quote his own words), ' wlich- 1 think even comtaon pradenee or 
cmnmoa delicoey would have suggested to him tliat he ought not to have 

" On the same page, again alludii^ to Mr. Sumner, he says : 'Our 
Eevolutionary fathers thought nothing of these sickly distincHems 
which gentlemen use now to msJce the South odious.' 

"Again, on the same page, alluding toother remarks of Mr. Sumner, 
he says : ' They may furnish materials for what I undei'stand is a very 
popular novel, — UiicU TonCs Cabm. I have no doubt they may do 
this ; but I put it to the gentleman, are Ms rmnarkB true ?' ' Are hia 
remarks true V was the question, fiiU of insolence and of accusation, 
put to Mr, Sumner in the fate of the Senate. 

And again he says : ' They detdt some hard licks, bat tliey are iwt 
true as hiatorwaZ foiAs.' 

"So you will perceive Mr. Sumner waa not the first man to raise this 
question of truth and veracity on the lioor of the Senal*. 

"On the same page the Senator from South Carolina made a mis- 
statement of ft fact, which waa promptly corrected by Mr. Sumner, and 
by GeneraJ Shields, then a member of the Senate. 

"On page 237 there are insinuations made of 'pseudo-philanthropy,' 
and also insinuations of ' mere eloquence, . — professions of philanthoipy, 
— a philanthropy of adoption more than affection.' Yea, Sir, according 
to the Senator from South Carolina, the Senator from Maaaachuaetta, 
and those who think with him, have 'adopted' their philanthropy; 
it is not the 'philanthropy of affection, but of adoption,' — ' a phil- 
anthropy that professes much and does nothing, with a long advertise- 
ment and short performance.' These are expressive words, and the 
Senator from South Carolina should remember that these words, ut- 
tered with the peculiar forms which he affects, are anything but calcu- 
lated to be complimentary to my colleague or any other Senator. 

"On the same page, allusions, which, from the context, pre in the 
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nature of inBimiatDns, are made agnmst Mr Siimnei and hi? osso- 
cuites, as to 'those who staud tloif and hold tip an ideal standatd 
of morahty emblaioned by imagination and sniattunfld in ignorantn oi 
perhap'' inore often plauitd by cnniMuif mnhiiion and hear/less ht 
poonsy 'Cnminal ambition and heartless hypociisy are the temiB 
used by the lenafor from South Carolina in appliL'ktion to Senators 
on this floor, and to a laige portion of the country, whieh concurs 
with them ' 

"On page 2S9 he tauntingly speaks of a 'machine, m reference 
to the people who hold Mi Sumnei s opinions, 'oiled by Horthem 
fanatieiam ' I do not know what kind of a machine that is, — a ma 
chine 'oiled by Morthem fanaticism The Senator who uses theie 
phi-ases towards members of this body, and towards a section of the 
Union, is a Senator who tries to make us believe that he is a man who 
comprehends the whole country and all its interests, and who has noth- 
ing in him of the spirit of a sectional agitator 1 He takes gi'eat of- 
fence because my colleague holds him up as on f tl h ftau of 
Bcotional agitation. I think iny colleague is right, ^- that th Senator 
from South Carolina is one of the chieftMna of a Bci I an at war 
witli the fundamental ideas that underlie our dem rati nst tut ns, 
and at war with the repose and harmony of the couatry 

"On page 234 he again talks abont 'sickly sentun ntalty and 
he chains that this 'sickly sentimentality' no\ m th nn ils 

of the Commonwealth of Maseaohiiaetts. Yes, Sir, the Senator frem 
South Carolina makes Hve distinct aeaault^ upon Massachusetts. 
Massachusetts councils governed by sickly sentimentality ! Sir, Massa- 
chusetts stands to-day where she stood when the little squad assembled, 
on the 19th of April, 1775, to fire the first gun of the Eeyolntion. 
The sentiments that broi^ht those humble men to the little green at 
Lexington, and to the bridge at Concord, which carried them up the 
slope of Bunker Hill, and which drove forth the Britisli troops from 
Boston, never again to press the soil of Majisachnsetta, — that sentiment 
still goverus the councils of Maseachu setts, and rules in the hearts of 
her people. The feeling which governed the men of that glorious 
epoch of out history is the feeling of the men of Maasaehusetts of to- 
day. 

" Those sentiments of liberty and patriotism have penetrated the 
hearts of the whole population of that Commonwealth. Sir, in that 
State, every man, no matter what blood runs in his veins, or what may 
be the color of his skin, stands up before the law the peer of the proud- 
est that treads her soil. This is the sentiment of the people of Massa- 
chusetts. In equality before the law they find their strength. Tliey 
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know this to be right, if Christianity is tma, — and they will maintain 
it in the future, as they haye in the past ; anil tlie civilized, world, the 
coming geaerationa, those who are hereafter to give law to the nniveraa, 
will pnmounee that in this contest Massachusetts is light, inflexibly 
right, and South Caralina, and tlie Senator from South Carolina, 
wrong. The latter are niamtaining the odious relics of a bai'barotw 
age and civilization, — not the civilization of the New Testament, — 
not the civilization that Is now hiessing and adorning the best portions 
of the world. 

"On page 234 he says: 'At the tune of the passage of the law in 
Massachusetts al olishng Slavery pretty near all the grown n^roea 
disappeared somewhere and as the historian expresses it, the little 
negroes were left there, v tho t f ther or mother, and with haiJly a 
God, — were sent abo t as i ujp es, to be taken hy those who would 
feed them.' 

' ' Kow, Sir, the Co ?titution of Massachusetts was framed and went 
into opemtion in 1780 TI a S ] reme Court decided, that, by the pro- 
visions of that Constitution, alaves oonld not be held as hondnien in 
the 'Commonwealth. Slavery was abolislied by judicial decision, -^ 
abolished at once, without limitation, without time to send meii out 
of the State. It may be that some mean Yankee in Massachusetts — 
and God never made a meaner man than a mean Yankee [latighler] ~ 
may have humed his slave out of that Commonwealth, and sold Mm 
into bondage. But Massachusetts, hy one stroke of the pen of the 
Supreme Court, abolished Slavery forever in that State, and the slaves 
became freemen. They and their descendants are there to-day, as 
intelligent as the average people of the United States, many of them 
being men that grace and adorn the State, which, by just and equal 
laws, protects them in the enjoyment of all their rights, — men whom 
I am piTDnd here to coll my constituents, and some of whom I recognize 
as my fiiends. 

" On page 23fi he introduced statistics into his speech, in regard to 
panperism, insanity, and drunkenness, in disparagement of Massa- 
chusetts. Tliis introduction called up Mr. Everett to respond for his 
State ; and if gentlemen are anxious to know what he said, they have 
but to turn to the debates of that day, and read the words of a man 
always to be comprehended, whatever his opinions may be. 

" On page 240 it will be found that the Senator from Soutli Carolina 
asserts tiiat Massachusetts lias been an 'anti-nigger State.' This is 
the classic phrase of the Senator from South Carolina. He said that 
Massachusetts was an ' anti-nigger State,' and tliat, ' when she had 
to deal with these classes of persons practically, her philMithropy 
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faocame very rauoli attenuated.' Attenuated philanthropy I These 
are the words of the Senator who never makes aasanlts, who is neyer 
the aggressor ! Thej were in reply to a speech which mmle no personal 
assault ujion the Senator or upon his State. These remai'ks weie made 
in i-egard to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

"And again, still anxious to make his lunge at Massachusetts, on 
page 240 he repeats the aeousatioa that Massachusetts ' twated her 
little slaves as puppies.' 

" To all these personal allusions of the Senator Mi Sumner made no 
reply. He did reply for his State, and replied fully bs the oujjsion 
I'equired, and in a manner contrasting by its moleixtion and its 
decency with that of the Senator from South Carohna. I hive ref 
erencea to other passages in that speech hy the Senatoi fiom South 
Caixilina, hut I shall not weary the Senate by quoting them Tli y 
are of tlia same nature and character. In this same speech ht never 
not content with assailing Mt. Sumner, he went on to attack Uie hon- 
orable Senator from Sew York [Mr. Seward], and ha compared him 
to ' the condor, that soars in the frozen regions of ethereal purity, yet 
lives on garbage and putrefaction.' This is the language of an honor- 
able Senator, who prides himself npon his elegant diction, and whose 
friends plume themselves upon the exceeding care with which he turns 
his phrases in debate, 

"For some time I have been giving elegant extracts from a single 
speech of the Senator from South Carolina. I come here to another. 
On the I4th of March, 1854, he assailed the three thousand clergymen 
of New England who had sent their remonstrance here against the 
passage of the Nebi'aska Bill. He declared 'they deserved the gi'ava 
censure of the Senate.' Sir, I have great respect for the Senate of the 
United States, and I have respect for these three thousand clergymen. 
I suppose they care moi'c for their own opinions, and tlie approbation 
of their own consciences, than even for the grave censure of this 
Senate. 

" He then went on to make vise of one of those loose expressions for 
which Mr. Sumner censured him the other day so severely. He em- 
ployed tins language : ' I venture to say that they {the clergymen] 
never saw the memorial they sent" ; thus directly charging the re- 
ligions teachers of our country with palming on the Senate a spurious 
document. 

"To this attack of the Senator from South Carolina, and others, on 
the clergy of New England, a poi-tion of Mr. Sumner's reply may be 
given, asanilhistratioitof t!iex>arlianientaiy character and perfect tem- 
per of his discourse. 
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" ' Thoro are men in this Senate jnatly eminent for eloquenoo, learning, 
and ability, but there is no man here competent, except in his own con- 
celt, to eit in judgment on the clergy ot New England. Houoruble Senators 
■who have been so swift with cfiticism and sarcasm might profit by their 
example. Perhnp» the 8eiialar from South Carolina [tit. Bvii.eR], who is not 
wseBiiMe to leholarah^, might lenm fraia ihem eomelJang of ill graca. Per- 
haps the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason], who finds no sanction under 
the Constitution for any remonstrance from clergyman, might learn from 
them something of the privileges of an American citizen. Perhaps the 
Senatoc from IllinoLS [Mr. Douglas], who precipitated this odious measure 
upon the oonntry, might learn from them something of political wisdom.' 

" But this history of petsonaJitiea is not complete. One of the great- 
est ontbivaks is yet to come. 

"On the 22d June, 1854, my ptedeoasaor, Mr. Kookwell, presented 
a memorial, signed by three tiiousand citizens of Boston, asliing for 
the immediate repeal of the Fugitive Slave Act. That memorial was 
severely attacked, and Mr. Snmner rose to vindicate it. Ha was fol- 
lowed by the Senator from South Carolina, who made a suooesaion of 
assaults and insinuations. 

"Among other things, he characterized Mr. Sumner's speech aa 
' a species of rhetoric which is intended to feed the fires of fanatki^n 
which he has helped to kindle in his own State, — a species of rhetoric 
which is not hecoming the gravity of this body.' 

" And again, on the same page, the Senator says ; ' When gentle- 
men rise and Jiagremily misreprcsciii history, as that gentleman has 
dona, by a Fourth-of-JiUy oration, by vapid rhetoric, hy a species of 
rhetoric which, I am sorry to say, ought not to come from a scholar, 
a rhetoric with more fine color than real strength, I become impatient 
under it.' 

" Bel's, it will be observed, is a direct charge that Mr. Sumner had 
fiagraaitly mUrt^presented history, that his speech was ' vapid rhetoric' 
and ' a Fourth- of -July omtion.' The Senator displays gi'eat sensi- 
bility hecause Mr. Sumner charges him, in guarded phrase, with a 
' deviation from truth, with so much of passion as to save him from the 
suspicion of intentional aberration.' And yet, with anblnshing assur- 
ance, he openly chains Mr. Sumner with fixgrant lai^epreaeatatiim, 
without any of that apology of passion which Mr. Sumner conceded to 
him. Nor is this the first or the last time in which the Senator did 



"Again, on the same page, he insimlatfis that Mr. Sumner was 
'a rhetorician playing a part,' This is a favorite idea of the polite 
Senator. And yet again, on page 1617, first column, he biisilu fortli 
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ill insiiiuationa against Mr. Siimntr, as follows : 'I do not want amj 
of these ilaming siieeoLes here, calculated to excite merely, to feed a 
flame witliout seeing where it aliall extend. So, Sir; do not let ns 
involve the oonntty in a contest to lie decided by mobs infuriated by 
tkefianting speeahes of servile orators.' 

" Then follows a imsssge which can be appreciated only by giving it 
st length. 

" ' I hnve said I am perfectly wililiig, so fiir as 1 am concerned, to let the 
memoriiil lie referred; but I wish to ask the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts who presented It [Mr. EockWBLl] a question, and I believe, from 
the impression which he made on me to-day, that he will answer it If we 
repeal the Fugitive Slave Law, will the honorable Senator tell me that 
Massachnsetts will execute the provision of the Constitution without any 
law of Congress V Suppose we should take away all laws, and devolve npon 
the different States the duties that properly belong to them, I would ask 
that Senator, whether, under the prevalence of public opinion there, Hassai- 
chusetts would execute that piovision as one of the constitutional members 
of this Union '/ Would they send fugitives back to ns, after trial by jury, or 
any other mode? Will this honorable Senator [Mr. 8 ujibebJ tell me that 
he will do it? 

" ' Mr. Sumneb. Does Uie honorable Sanator ask me if I would person- 
allyjoin m sending a fellow. man into bondage? "Is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this thing? " 

" ' Me. Butleb. Then are the pretHeat apecAj ikal I ever heard. 
[Laaghler.] He has them turned down in a book by him, I believe, and he 
has them so elegandy filed that I cannot reply to them. [LaaglUer.] Tkey 
ore Wo deUcnte far my use. [Renaoed Ji«ji6(«r.] Then <""6 teaaliful Ihmgs, 
made in a factory of rhetoric, somewhat o/ a pecahnr ikape, but, I must be 
permitted to say, not of a definite texture. Now what does he mean by 
talking about his not being a dog? ICorOimed lam/hter.'] What has that 
to do with the Constitution, or the constitutional obligations of ft State? 
[Lauffhter.} Well, Sir, Htmaa beniiii.f'al ttntimest so doubt, as he ftrnjAi, 
and pei-hapi he ima^nrd he eatpremed U leith DemiUhenian abrujitneii oai 
eloquence, [/jnisftier.] I asked him whether ha would execute the Con- 
atitntion of the United States, without any Fugitive Slave Law, and he an- 
swered me, is he a dog 

" ' He. Sumhbk. The Senator asked me if I would help fo reduce a ffel- 
low-man to bondage. I answered him. 

" ' Mr. Bl-tlkb. Thau you would not obey the Constitution. Sir [tam- 
ing (0 Mr. SuwNEE], standing here before- this tribunal, where you swore to 
support it, you rise and tell tae thai jra regard it the o^ce of a dog to enforce 
il. You stand in my pi-e»ence, at a eoequal Semlor and leU mn thai it u a dog's 
q^e U> execute the Omititvturti of the United Stales f 

'■ ' Mb, Pbatt. Which he has sworn to support 

" * Mk. Summer. 1 recognize no such obligation. 
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" ' Me. Bl'tleh. I know jou do not. Sai ml/ody cares oboal t/oiir recog- 
nitiotia aa nn indivi^al ; bal as a Senator, and a coaalitvlional repretentatice, 
you ilatui differenSy rdated to ikii bodg. But enongli of Cbis.' 

"Thig attack u]ionMr. Sumner is ivithcut nparallel in the records of 
the Senate. But the Senator from South Carolina was cot alone in tliis 
outrage. He was assisted, I r^ret to say, hy other Senators, — par- 
tiuularly by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason], by the Wien 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. Pbtti]'] ; but I do not quote their words, 
for I am now dealing with the Senator from South Carolina. 

"To all these Mr. Sumner replied fully and triumphantly, ina speech 
which, though justly severe throughout, was perfectly pai'liamentary, 
and which was rtsfurred to at that time, and has been often mentioned 
smee, as a Bi>edmen of the gwatest seyerity, united with perfect taste 
and propriety. 

" The above imputation which had been heaped upon him, with re- 
gard b> the Constitution, was completely encountered, and his position 
Tindicated by the authority of Andrew Jackson, and the still earlier 
authority of Thomas Jefferson. On this point no attempt has ever 
been made to answer bim. 

" In the course of this speech, alluding to the Senator from South 
Carolina, Mr. Sumner used words which I now adopt, not only for 
myself on this occasion, but also as an illustration of his course in this 
controversy. 

" ' It ia he, then, who is the offender. For myself, Sir, I understand the 
sensibilitieB of Senators from " slaveholding commnnitiea," and would not 
wound them by a superfluous word. Of Slavery I speak strongly, as I 
must; but thus far, even at the expense of my argument, I have avoided 
the contrasts, founded on details of Agures and tUcts, which are so obvious, 
between the Free States and " slaveholding communities " ; especially have 
I shunned all allusion to South Carolina. But the venerable Senator, lo 
whnie di'iTPtioii that State bis antmited Its interests here will not allow mo 
to be st il I od To b d that 1 should do nju t e to Soutl Carol na 

But the 'te at r from So th Ca ol na was not to be s 1 ed or 
aj I eased He st 11 retm ed to thow j)ereonal ties wh eh flov so 
naturally and nconscioualy ftom his lips. The early bitter persoml 
assa ilts we ¥ rejteated He charged Mr Samner s speech w th h ing 
unfair n state p t This is one of tl e del cate acousatious of the 
Se ator The i «it s bol 1 r He charged Mr =1 n er as gi Ity of 
t ifito iLol per era o P By vith what face after th s can he coni- 
plau of n y c lleague ) B t he see s detem ed st 11 to i re^ tliis 
uniutatioi in the most oflen&ve foiu for le next chaiges my col- 
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league mitli ' historical falsulmod, which the gentleman has eommitted 
in the fallacy of hia scdional vision.' It would be difficult to aceunra- 
late into one phrase more offensive suggestions ; and yet the Senator 
now compkins tliat he has had administered to him what he has so 
often employed liiraaelf. 

"Ail these are understood to have been accompanied by a manner 
mora offensive tlian the words. 

" In these extracts you will sea something of the Senator's insolence, 
in contrast with the t[uiet manner of Mr. Sunnier, who, while defend- 
ing his position, was perfectly parliamentary. 

" Other passages from the speech of the Senator might be quoted ; 
but the patience of the Senate is wellnigh exhausted by this Jong 
exhibition of personalities ; therefore I will content myself with only 

" ' I know, Sir, he siud the other day that all he said was the effusion of 
an impulsivfl heart. But it was the effusion of his drawer. Talli to me 
about tli9 effusions of tlie heart! What kind of efiiisions are tliose whicli 
escape from tables, from papers played like cards sorted for the pur- 
pose? They are weapons prepared by contribution, and discharged in this 
boily with a. view of gratifying the feelings of reseiitnient and malice,— 
with a view of wounding the pride of the State which I i-epreseiit, and 
throngh her to stab the reputation of the other Southern States. Bat, Sir, 
vie are niotre the dangtn-t of <^en combat, aMCeoKBOt be, hart by the asaaulls 
even of attempted asaatiinaiion,' 

"'We cannot he hurt by attempted assassination,' exclaims the 
SenatJir from Soutli Carolina ! 

" ' Attempted assassination ' f 

" It ill becomes tlie Senator from South Carolina to use these words in 
connection with Maasaohusetts or the North. The arms of Massachu- 
setts are Freedom, JusHee, Truth. Strong in these, she is not driven 
to the necessity of resorting to 'attempted assassination,' either in or 
out of file Senate. 

"But the whole stflry is not yet told. I wish to refer to another 
Rssanit made by the Senator, which I witnessed myself a few days 
after I took a seat in this body. On the 28d of February, 1855, on 
one of tie last days of the last session, to the bill introduced by the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Toucey] Mr. Sumner moved an 
amendment providing for the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Act. He 
made some rematta in support of that proposition. The Senator from 
South Carolina followed him, saying, ' I wotdd ask him one qnra- 
tion, which he, perhaps, will not answer honesdy.' Mr. Sumner 
said, 'I will answer any question.' The Senator went on to ask 
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qnesfjons, and received his answers ; and tlien he saiJ, speaking of 
Mr. Sumner, ' I know he is not a tactician, an.l I shall not take 
ftdranfage of the infirmity of a man who does not know half liis time 
exactly what he ia about.' Tliis is indeed exti'aonlinaiy language for 
the Senator from South Carolina to apply to the Senator from Masaa- 
chuBetts, I B-itnessed that scene. I then deemed the langiiage insult- 
ing : the manner was more so. I hold in my hands the remarks of 
the LouisailU Jownal, a Southern press, upon tliia scene. I shall not 
Mad them to the Senate, for I do not wish to present anything whidi 
the Senator may even deem ofl'ensive. I will say, however, that his 
language and his deportment to my colleogue ou that oooision were 
aggressive and overbearing in the extreme. And tliis is the Senator 
who never makes assaults! But not content ivitli assaulting Mr. 
Sumner, he winds up his speech by a taunt at ' Boston philanthropy. ' 
Surely, no peism ever scattered assault more freely. 

" I have almost done. But something has occurred this session which 
illostrates the Senator's manner. Not content with making his own 
speeches, he internipted the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Geyer], and 
desired him to insert in his speech an assaolt on Massacliusetts. Here 
are his words. 

" 'I wish my friend would incorporate into his speech an old law of Hassa- 
chuBetcs which I have fnunS. I would remiud my friend of an old lenguo 
between the four New England States, made while Ihey were colonies, ex- 
pressly repudiating trial by jury for the reclamation of fngitiva slaves. 
They called them " slaves," too, or rather " fugitive servajits " ; and they 
say they shall be delivered np on the certificate of one msgislrste.' 

"Here is anotier instance of the Senator's looseness of assertion, 
even on law, upon the knowledge of which he has pkmed himself in this 
debate. Sir, there wei'e no slaves in Massachusetts at that day. The 
law alluded to was passed in 1843. It was not until 1646, tliree years 
afterward, that the first slaves were imported into Massachusetts from 
the coast of Africa, and these very slaves were sent back to their na- 
tive land at public expense. The following is a yerhatim copy of the 
remarkable statute by which these Africans were returned to Guinea, 
at the expense of the Commonwealth. 

" ' The General Court, conceiving themselves bonnd hy the first oppor- 
tunity to bear witness against the heinous and crymg sin of man-stealinn, 
as also to prescribe juefi Umely rtdreitfor mhat it past, and eudi a lam far the 
fiilm-e, ns mag saffidenlly detei- all oikert beloai/mg (o bj to have to dn in tofh 
rile and moit adioia ci>anes,jwtl3 abhorred of all good andjuit men, do order 
that the negro interpreter, with others unlawfully taken, he, by the first 
13» 
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opportunity, at the chnrge of the country for preeent. sent to n 
country of GHinea, and a letter with him, of the Indignation of L mi 
theraabouts, and justice hereof.' 

" In the face of this Act of 1646, the learned Senator f m S h 
Carolina wished his friend from Missouri to incorporate into sjie h 
B. felse accusation against Massachusetts and the New Englai i on 9. 
And he went so far as to aasert that this old law eontiuned an a u o 
to ' slaves,' when the word ' slaves ' was not mentioned, and se anta 
only was employed. 

"Sir, I might here refer to the assault made by the Senator from 
South Carolina on the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Harlan], in which he 
taunted that Senator with being a clergyman, and modestly told him, 
in the face of the country, that ' he understood Latin as well as that 
Senator understood English.' 

[Mr. BuTLEit. I never taunted any gentleman with beuig a cler- 
gyman ; and the Senator from Iowa will not say so. 1 Sfiid that I liad 
respect for liis vocation ; but when he attempted to correct my speech, 
I put him right.] 

Mb. "Wilson. "Whether it was a. taunt or not, the Senator disclaims 
its being so, and 1 accept the disclaimer ; but 1 appi'eliend it was not 
intended as a compliment to the Senator from Iowa, or that it was re- 
ceived as such by that Senator, particularly when taken in connection 
with the other taunting assumption of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, that he ' understood Latin as well as that Senator understood 
English.' 

" Thus has Mr. Sumner been by the Senator from South Carolina sys- 
tematically assailed in this body, from the 28th of July, 1852, up to 
the present time, — a period of nearly four years. He lias applied to 
my colleague every expression calculated to wound the sensibilities of 
an honorable man, and to di'aw down upon him sneers, obloquy, and 
hatred, in and out of the Senate. In my place here, I now pronounce 
these continued assaults upon my colleague nnparalleled in the history 
of the Senate. 

" I come now to speak for one moment of the late speech of my col- 
league, which is the alleged cause of the recent assault upon him, and 
which the Senator from South Carolina has condemned so abundantly. 
That speech — a thorough and fearless exposition of what Mr. Sumner 
entitled 'The Crime against Kansas' — from beginning to end is 
marked by entire plainness. Things are called by their tight names. 
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The Hsiirpation in Kansas is (Exposed, and also the upologiss for it, suc- 
ucasively. Ho woiils were apui'ed which seemed necessary to the ex- 
liihition. . Id airoigning the Griim, it was natural to speak of those 
who Buatained it. Aa»rdingly, the Administration is constantly held 
up to condemnation. Vaiioua Seuatars who have vindicated this 
dime are at once answered and condemned. Among these are the 
Senator from South Carolina, the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Docglas], 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Masos], and the Senator fram Missouii 
[ Mr. Geybr} The Senator from South Carolina now complains of Mr. 
Sumner's speech. Surely, it is difficult to see on what ground that 
Senator can make any such complaint. The speech was, indeed, severe, 
— severe as truth, — but in all respects parliamentary. It is true that 
it handles the Senator from South Carolina freely ; but that Senator 
Iiad spoken repeatedly in the course of the Kansas debate, once at 
length and elaborately, and at other times more briefly, and foisting 
himself into the speeches of other Senators, and identifying himself 
completely with the Crime which my colleague felt it liis duty to 
nrraign. It was natural, therefore, that his course in the debate, and 
his position, shonld he particularly considei'ed. And in tiiis work Hr. 
Sumner had no I'eason to hold back, when he thought of the constant 
and systematic and ruthless attacks which, utterly without cause, lie 
had received from that Senator. The only olgection which the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina can reasonably make to Mr. Sumner is, that 
lie struck a strong blow. 

" The Senator complains that the speech was printed before it was 
delivered. Here, again, is his accustomed inaceiuBcy. It is true that 
it was in the printer's hands, and was mainly in type ; but it I'eceived 
additions and revisions after its delivery, and was not put to press till 
then. Away with this petty objection ! The Senator says that twenty 
thousand copies have gone to England, Here, again, is his accustomed 
inaecnracy. If they have gone, it is without Mr. Sunmer's agency. 
Hut the Senator foresees the truth. Sir, that speech will go to Eng- 
land ; it will go to the Continent of Europe ; it has gone over the coun- 
try, and has been read by the American people as no speech ever deliv- 
ered in this body was read before. That speech will go doivn to coming 
ages. Whatover men may say of its sentiments, — and coming ages 
will indorse its sentiments, — it will be placed among the ablest parlia- 
mentary efFoits of OUT own age or of any age. 

"The Senator from South Carolina tells us that the speech is to 
be condemned, and he quotes the venerable and distinguished Senator 
fium Michigan [Mr. Cass]. I do not know what Mr. Sumner could 
stand. The Senator says he could not stand the censure of the Senator 
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from Michigan. I could; and I lielieve there are a great many in this 
eountiy wIiosb powers of endurance are as great as my own. 1 ilare 
great respect for that venerable Senator ; but the opinions of no Sena- 
tor here are ]iotential in tie country . ITiie is a. Senate of equals. The 
jnilgmentofthe country is to be made up on the records formed here. 
The opinions of the Senator from Mehigau, mid of other Senatci's here, 
are to go into the record, and will receive tlie verdict of the people. 
By that I am willing to stand. 

' ' The Senator from South Carolina tells us that the speech is to be 
condemned. It has gone out to the couiitrj'. It has been printed by 
the million. It haa been scattered broa<least amongst seventeen mil- 
lions of Noithem freemen who can read and write. The Senator con- 
demns it ; South Carolina condemus it : but South Cal'oliiia is oidy » 
part of this Confederacy, aw! but a part of the Chiistkn and civilized 
world. South Cai'olina makes rice and cotton, but South Carolina 
contributes little to make up the judgment of the Christian and civil- 
ized world. I value her rice and cotton moi'e than I do her opinions 
on questions of schoJarsliip and elocpieuce, of patriotism or of liberty. 
" Mr. President, 1 have no desire to assail the Senator from South 
Carolina, or any other Senator in this body ; but I wish to say now 
that we liave had ijuite enough, of tliis asserted superiority, social anil 
liolitical. We were told, some time ago, by the Senator from Alabama 
[Mr. Clay], that those of us who entertained certain sentiments famied 
upon him and other Southern men, if they permitted us to associate 
with tliem. This is strange language to be used in this body. I never 
fawned upon that Senator. I nerer sought his acquainlsuice, —and I 
do not know that I should feel myself honored, if I had it. I treat him 
as an equal here, — I wish always to treat him respectfully ; but when 
he tells me or my friends tliat we fawn upon him or his associates, I 
say to him that I have never sought, and never shall seek, any other 
acquaintance than what official intercourse requires with a man who 
declared, on the floor of the Senate, that he would do what Henry Clay 
once, said ' no gentleman could do, ' — hunt a fugitive slave. 

"TheSenator framViipnia, notnowinliisseat [Mr. Mabos], when 
Mr. Sumner closed his apeecli, saw fit to tell the Senate that his hands 
would be soiled by contact with onrs. The Senator is not liere : I wish 
he were. I have simply to say that I knmv nothing in that Senator, 
moral, intellectual, or physical, which entitles him to use such language 
towards memhera of the SenalB, or any portion of Go<Vs creation. I 
know nothing in the State from which he comes, rich as it is in the 
history of the past, that entitles him to speak in sneh a manner. I am 
not here id assail Virginia. God knows I have not a feeling in my 
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heart against lier, oc against her publie men; bat I do say it is time 
that these arrogant assumptions ceased here This is no iiJace for 
assumed social superiority, a. tl ugh ta Senators held the keys of 
cultivated and refined soai tj S th j d not hold the keys and 
they shall not hold over me th pi tat n wh p. 

" I vdsh always to speak k dly to ards -ery man in this body 
Since I cmc here, I have n k d an t eduction to a Southern 

member of the Senate.-not I I h y feelings against them, 

for God knows I have not ; b 1 1 k tlmt they believed I held opin- 
ions hostile to their interests, and I supposed they would not desire 
my society. I have never wished to obtrude myself on their society, 
so that certain Senators could do with me, as they have boasted they 
did with others, - refuse to receive their adi-ances, or refuse to recog- 
nize them on the floor of the Senate. Sir, there is not a Coolie in the 
Guano Iskrnds of Peru who does not think the Celestial Empire the 
whole Universe. There are a great many men who have sivung the 
whip over the pkntation, who think they not only rule the plantation, 
hut mahe up the judgment of the world, and hold the keys not only to 
political power, as they have done m this conntry, but to social life. 

"The Senator from South Cai'olina aasails the resolutions of my 
State, with his aeeustomed hwisciieas, as springing from ignorance, pa». 
sion, prejudiee, excitement. Sir, the testimony before the House Com- 
mittee sostains all that is contained in those resolutions. Massachu- 
setts has spoken her opinions ; aud although the Senator has quoted 
the Soman CouricT to-day. — and 1 would not rob him of any consola- 
tion he can derive fiom that souree, -_I know Massachusetts, and I 
can tell him, that, of the twelve hundred thousand people of Massaehn- 
setta, you cannot find in the State one thousand. Administration office- 
holders included, who do not look with loathmg and execration upon 
the outrage on the person of their Senator and tlie honor of theur State. 
The sentiment of Massachusetts, of Kew England, of the Sorth, ap- 
proaches unanimity. Massachusetts has spoken her opinions. The 
Senator is welcome to assail them, if he chooses ; but they are on the 
record. They are made up by the verdict of her iieople, and tliey un- 
derstand the question, aud from their verdict there is no appeal. 

"Mr. President, I have spoken fi'eely ; I shall continue always to 
speak freely. I seek no controversy with any man ; but I shall ex- 
press my sentiments frankly, and the more frankly because on this 
floor my colleague has been smitten down for wowls spoken in dehate, 
and because there are those who, unmindful of the Constitution of their 
country, claim the right thus to question us. " 
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VOICE OF THE NORTH. 

Undek this head must be put the speect of Hon. Anson Bur- 
lingame, afterwards so justly distinguished as the Minister of 
China, made in the House of Eepresentatives, Juue 21, 1856. 
Here is an extract. 

"But, Mr Chairman, all these assaults upon Uie Statp. of Massa- 
chusetts sink into insignificance, compared with the one I am about 
to mention. On the 19th of May it was announced that Mr. Sumner 
would address the Senate upon the Kansaa question. The floor of the 
Senate, the galleiies, and avenues leading thereto were thronged with 
an expectant audience ; and many of us left our places in this House 
to heat the Massachusetts orator. To say that we were delighted \yith 
the speech we heard would but faintly express the deep emotions of our 
hearts awakened by it. I need not speak of the classic purity of its 
language, nor of the nobility of its sentiments. It was heard by many ; 
it has been read by millions. There has been no such spe 1 ad m 
the Senafa since the days when those Titans of America 1 [ 
the Websters and the Haynes, contended with each other 1 m tery 

" It was severe, because it was lannched against tyran y It w 
severe aa Chatham was severe, when he defended the feebl ol n s 
against the giant oppression of the mother country. It was 1 n 
the face of a hostile Senate. It continued thi'ough the great port n 
of two days ; and yet, during that time, the speaker was not once called 
to order. This fact is conclusive as to tlie personal and parliamentary 
decorum of the speech. He had provocation enough. His State had 
been called 'hypocritical.' He liimselt had been called 'a pnppy,' 
'a fool,' 'a fanatic,' and ' a dishonest man.' Yet he was parliamen. 
tacy from the beginning to the end of his speech. 'So man knew 
better than he did the proprieties of the place, for he had always ob- 
seiTed them. No man knew better than he did parliamentary law, 
because he had made it the study of his life. No man saw more 
dearly than he did the flaming sword of the Constitution turning every 
way, guarding all the avenues of the Senate. But he was not thinking 
ot these things ; he was not thinking then of the privileges of the Sen- 
ate, nor of the guaranties of the Constitution. He was tliere to de- 
nounce tyranny and crime ; and he did it. He was there to speak for 
the rights of an empire ; and he did it bravely and grandly. 
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"So much for the occasion of tlie speech. A word, and I shall be 
jiardonecl, about the spealtei- him^lf. He is my friend ; for many aud 
many a yeai' I have looked to him for guidance and light, aud I never 
looked in vaui. He never had a personal enemy in his life ; hia char- 
acter is as pure as the snow Ihat falls on his native hills ; hia heart 
overflows ivitii kindnesa for every being having the upright form of 
man ; he is a lipe scholar, a chivalric gentleman, and a warm-hearted, 
true friend. He sat at the feet of Clianning, and drank in the senti- 
ments of tliat Bohle soal. He bathed in the learning aiul undying love 
of the great jurist. Story; and the hand of Jackson, witli its honors 
and its offices, sought him early ui life, but he shrank from them with 
instinctive modesty. Sir, he is the pride of Massachusetts. His mother 
Commonwealth found him adomiug the highest walks of litemture and 
kw, and she bade Mm go and grace somewJiat the rough character of 
political life. The people of Massachusetts — the old, and the young, 
and the middle-aged — now pay tlieir full homage to the beauty of hia 
public and [irivate character. Such is Charles Sumner. 

"On the 22d day of May, when the Senate and the Honae had 
clothed themselves in mourning for a brother fallen in the battle of Ufe 
in the distant State of Missouri, the Senntjir from Massachusetts sat in 
the silence of the Senate Chamber, engaged in the employments apper 
tuning to his office, when a member from this House, who had taken 
an oath to sustain the Constitution stole mto the Senate that place 
which had hitherto been held &Bj.rcd a^mst Mulcnc , and smjte Inm 
as Cain smote his brother. 

[ Mr. Kbitt {in hia seat) Th rt is filsL 

Mb. Buulingamk. I will not Inndy epithets with the gentle 
man. I am responsible for my own language DouLlhss he is re 
sponsible for his. 

Mr. KEiTr. I am. 

Mtt. BUKLIKGAME. I shall stand by mine,] 

"One blow was enough; but ft did not satiate the wrath of that 
spirit which had pursued him thi'ough two days. Again and again, 
quicker and faster, fell the leaden blows, until he was torn away from 
his victim, wlien the Senator from Massachusetts fell in the aims of his 
friends, and his blood ran down on the Senate floor. Sir, the act was 
brief, and my comments ou it shall be brief also. I denounce it in the 
name of the Constitation it violated. I denoance it in the name of the 
sovereignty of Massachusetts, which was stricken down hy the blow. 
I denounce it in the name of civilization, which it outraged. I de- 
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iioimcfi it in tlio name of humanity. I dunoance it in tlie name of 
that fair play which bullies and piize-fighteiii respect. What ! strike 
a man when he is pinioned, — when he cannot respond to a, blow? 
Call you that chivalry ! In what code of honor did you get your 
authority for that ! I do not believe tJiat member has a friend so dear 
who must not, in his heart of heai-ts, condemn tlie act Even the 
member himself, if he has left ft spaik of that thivalry an I gaJIalitry 
attributed to liim, must loathe and ecoin the act Tod knows I do 
not wish to speak uuki idly or in a sj lut of levenge but I owe it to 
my manhood, and the noble Stat* I in part represent to exj reas my 
deep abhorrence of the nx;t 

" But; much as I reproliate the ict; much more do 1 reprobate the 
conduct of those who were by and la v th outrige perjietrated Sir, 
esjiecially do 1 notice the tmluct of that Senatoi rebently fiom the 
free platform of Massachusetts, Mith the odor (f her loiiitnlitj on 
him, who stood theie not oulj silent and quiet while it wis going on, 
but, when it was over, approved the act. And worse, — when he had 
lime to cool, when he had slept on it, he went into tlie Senate Chamber 
of the United States, and shocked the sensibilities of the world by 
approving it. Another Senator did not take part because he feared his 
motives might be questioned, exhibiting aa extraordinary a delicacy as 
that individual who refused to rescue a drowning mortal because he 
had not been introduced to him. [Laugkler.'] Another was not on 
good terms ; and yet, if rumor be true, that Senator has declared that 
himself and family re m in 1 bted t II ** th t y th 

man ; yet, when I saw hmbo blediglyhtmd d t 
on the other side O magn mm &hd 11 p d t D u^l 1 
audacious Toombs I 

This speech d w f m M B k 5 II wl 1 

promptly acceptei lyMBlg h td[ tl 

terms r "Weapo fl d 1 t ty pa-es plac D t t 

of Columbia ;timf t U tmmgHLD 

Campbell, who atd MBl f d btttedtf 

CliI\on House, C ad f th Diat t f C 1 ml a. Ti f d 
of Mr. Brooks, assumi thtHi te tgiw tfth 

assault made itd fhmtot th typ 

vented tl>e meeting from taking place. 

The following resolves were adopted by the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, and duly presented to both Houses of Congress. 
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" Resolves concerning the recent AssauU upon the Honorable Cluxrles 
Sumner at Washington. 

" Beaolved, Bj the Senate and House of Repceaentatiyes of the Cotn- 
monwealth of Mftasachusetts, that mk haie lecBived with deep eoncein 
infoiTiiatiou of the recent Tiolent Oiaaiilt committed in the Senate 
Chamber at Wflshingtfln upon the person of the Honorable Charles 
Snmner, one of our Senators lu Cun^iess, hy Preaton S. Brooks, a 
member of the House of Eejiresenlatives from Stath Carolina, — an 
assault whieli no provocation toiild justify, biuial and cowai'dly in 
itself, a gross hreauh of jarhanientarj pnyilege a inthlcss attack upon 
the liberty of speeth, an outrage of the decencies of tivihze I hfe and 
ail indigniiy to the Commonwealth of JlassaiJin etts. 

"Ecmlved, That the Le^slatnie of Massachusetts in the nam? of 
her free ami enlightened people, demands for her representatiTes m the 
National Legislature entire Freedom, of Speech, and » ill uf hold them in 
the proper cxerciEse of that essential light of Ameiican atizens 

" iUsolned, That we approve of Mr. Sumner's manliness and courage 
in his earnest and tearless declaration of free principles and his defence 
of hninan rights aud free tsrritoiy. 

"Mcsolvcd, That the Legislature of Massaohnsetts is imperatively 
called, upon by the plainest dictates of duty, from a decent I'egard to 
the rights of her citizens, aud respect for her cliaracter as a sovereign 
State, to demand, and the Lpgislatare of Massachusetts hereby does 
demand, of the National Congi'esa, a prom^it and strict investigation 
into the recent assault upon Senator Sumner, and the eipulsion by the 
House of Representatives of Mr. Brooks of South Carolina, and any 
other member concerned with him in said assault. 

" Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested to trans- 
mit a copy of the foi'egoing resolves to the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and t« each of the Senators 
and Members of the House of Eepresentatives from this Common- 
wealth, in the Congress of the United States," 



The Governor of New York addressed Mr. Sumner directly by 
letter as follow 

S t If Ne York, Eiecittive DEPAiiTMENT. 
Albany, May 28, 1856. 
"HONOKABLB ChAB F Sd EH — 

" My dbak S b, ^ F th m ment the lightning flashed the in- 
telligence of thL ly> la s nd bn tal assault made upon you by the 
sneaking, alave-diivmg scoundrel Bixioks, the blood has tuigled in my 
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^ fins, and I have dssired to expreaa to you, not my abhon-eiice of tlio 
villain, for I '■ould not linil W"ti1s ode([uate, but my personal sym- 
pathy for you, and, la their belialf, that of the people of this State 
(except ft few ' dougMaees,' — wp have still a very feiv, the breed is 
not yet quits extinct heie), — assuring you that the heoi'ta of our peo- 
ple are warmly and strongly with you, and that your noble and elo- 
quent speech has already been very geneiully read by our citizens, — 
that it IS not only entirely approved, but highly applauded, — and 
that its doctrmes, santinienta, and expi'esaiouH, and its author, will lie 
sustained and defended by the people of this State. 

" Ardently hoping for your I'eeovery and speedy restoration to health, 
I have the honor to remain, with the highest regiu'd, 

" Your ftiend and servant, 

"Myros H. Clakk." 

Of the resolutions at public meetings a few only are presented, 

T!ie following, from the pen of William Lloyd Gao'rison, were 
a^lopted by the New England Antialavery Society. 

" 1. Bemlved, That this Convention fully pai'ticipates in the gener- 
al feeling of indignation and horror which is felt in vievf of the recent 
dastardly and murderous assault made in the Senate Chamber at Wash- 
ington upon the person of the <lit,'tingaibhed Senator trom Massa- 
chusetts, Hon. Charles Sumner, by a fitting Bepi'esentative of and 
from the lawless State of South Carolina , that, n hethef regard be had 
to the place or to the manner in which it was committed, or to the 
poation and character of the victim, an assault characterized by greater 
cowardice and ruffianism, or more dftring in its contempt for all that 
is sacred in constitutionKl liberty, or more comprehensively malignant 
against the canse of human freedom, cannot Ite found on the page of his- 
tory ; that it indiofttes a conspii'acy, on the part of the Slave Oligarchy, 
to ' crush out ' freedom of speech on the floor of Congress as effectually as 
it is done on the slave plantation, by putting in peril the life of every 
Northern Senator or Representative who shall dare to lift up a manly 
Toice against Executive usurpation and border-ruffianism ; and, there- 
fore, that whoever shall attempt to find any justification, or to frame 
any apology for it, will reveal liimaelf to be on a level with the base 
assailant of ns pure and generous and noble a man as ever yet occu- 
pied a seat in our national legislature. 

"2. Sesolveil, That the speech made by Mr. Sumner, which has 
subjected him to this most brutal treatment, is a speech at any time 
worth dying for, — perfect in its conception, arrangement, and exeen- 
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tion, conclusive iu its aigiiment and evidence, maateily iu ita exposure 
of Executive usurpation, suijlime in its moral heroism, invincible in ita 
tiTithfulness, just in its personal impeachment, ansurpaased in ita elo- 
quence, and gioriou* iu its object ; thai, sealed with his blood, it shall 
i[uickeu the pulses of millions now living to engage in a death-giiipjile 
with the Slave Power, and go down to posterity as a rich legiuiy to the 
came of Universal Liberty." 

The following resolution wag passed unanimously, at the meet^ 
ing of Ministers in Boston, immediately after the news of the as- 

"Se^lveil, That the murderoas assault npon our honored Senalor, 
Charles Sunmer, is not only a dastardly assault upon his pei'son, and, 
throngli him, upon the right of free speech, but also a wound which we 
individually feel, and by which our very heaits bleed ; and whether he 
shall recover, or sink into a martyr's grave, — wFiieh may God avert ! — 
we will address ourselves unto prayer and elfort that this aocron-ful 
event may become the glorious resuireetion of national virtue, and the 
trinmph of Freedom." 

At the Political Radical Abolition Convention, held at Syra- 
cuse, N. T., May 28th and 29th, 1856, on motion of Lewis Tap- 
pan, the following was unaninionsly adopted 

"Sesolved, That we hold in grateful admiration the character of 
the Hon. Charles Snmner ; tliat we honoi' the splendid services he has 
rendered to the cause of Liberty ; that we deeply sympathize with him 
in liis present sufferings in consequence of the cowardly and brutal at- 
tack of the villain who dared to assault the intrepid advocate of the 
Slave iu the American Senate Chamber ; and that we hope and pray 
that Mr. Sumner's valuable life will be spai'ed until he shall wittiess 
the complete overthrow of the execrable system that now brutalizes our 
brethren in bondage, and brutalizes their oppressors, and disgraces our 
country. " 

At New York there was a meeting immense in numbers and 
unprecedented in character, of which George Griswold was Chair- 
man. Among tlie speakers were William C. Biyant, Daniel Lord, 
the eminent lawyer, Samuel B. Ruggles, Charla^ King, President 
of Columbia College, Edwin B. Morgan, John A. Stevens, Joseph 
Hoxie, and Henry Ward Beecher. The following resolutions 
were moved by Hon. William M. Evorts, afterwards Attorney- 
General. 
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" Whereas it has become certainly known to the citizens of New 
York, upon a fonnal investigation by a Committee of the Senate of the 
United States, and otherwiae, tliat on the 22d day of May, instant, the 
Honorable Charles Snmner [long, loud, and enthuaiasHi! clteen\. Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, while in his seat in the Senate Chamber, was 
violently assaulted with a weapon of attack by Pi'eston S. Brooks- 
[loud hisses and groans for Brooks], a member of the House of Eepre- 
sentatives from South Carolina, and beaten to insensibility upon the floor 
of the Senate, which was stained with his blood ; that the assailant 
soi^ht the Senate Ch mbe t pe'pet te tin, tra^ p ded witl 
his weapon and att d d hy f 11 t. d 1 faki g h 

armed viotim una aid ptre hhredrsdf an 

possible, by a hea -y bl w tt ly i sabled him d th ru 1 rep ti 
tion inflicted fi'equ t d bl ody w da p 1 p a te helpl 
form, with wMoh w ISetoS lafTil pelf 

his life ; that the I aso 11 o*d t tl It trage was 

speech made by 8e t S m d b t p 1 H i t tl 

pending in the St rdfwihw d tdlrj 

made the subject f bj t h th Pre d t t th 8 nat j 

Senator, and which 1 d d th 20th d y ( M j ta t 

Now, at a pnblio mtgfti fNwlk d with t 

distinction of party [ al st,] d 1 ly f ce i th p bU 

event above recited t 

"JtesaliKd, That w ly d spe tfilly t d ympa 

thy to Senator Su th pe -so 1 trag H t d [ h m 

and the anguish aidpel hhhias ff d dtUsiff f 
that outrage, and thtwfl dp Initlthg 11 

wounds are not of private concern [dieersj, but were received lu the 
public service, and every blow which fell upon his head we recognize 
and resent as an insult and injury to our honor and dignity as a 
{leople, and a vital attack upon the Constitutiott of the Union. [Loud 
cheers and applause.] 

"Resoleed, That we discover no trace or trait, either in the medi- 
tation, the preparation, or the execution of this outrage by Preston S. 
Brooks [loud hisses and groans for Brooks], which should qualify the 
condemnatioil with which we now pronounce it bralai, marderoas, and 
covKirdfy. [ConUntied cheers, aind cries of ' Read it o^in I ' Mr. Evairts 
r^eatedthe last clause. Voices, — ' Fes, cowardly / Utat's the word / — 
cowardly I ' Another mnee, — ' Now let him send another efiallenge I ' ] 

"Resolved, That we have witnessed with unmixed astonishment 
and the deepest regret the clear, bold, exulting espousal of the outrage. 
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and justification and honor of its perpetrator, cxliibited by Senators 
and Eepresentatives of the Slave States, without (iistinetion of pwty, 
in their public places, and by ibe public press, without distinction of 
party, in the same portion of oui' countiy, and that, upon the pieaeKl state 
of Ike evideme, we ave forced most unwillingly to the sad uonclusion 
that the general community of the Slave States is in complicity in feel- 
ing and principle witli the system of intimidation and violence, for the 
Buppression of freedom of speech and of the press, of which the assault 
on Senator Sumner is the most signal, but not the singular instance. 
[Applause.] That we sincerely hope, that, on fuller and calmer con- 
Bideration, the public men and public press and the general community 
of the Slave States will give us a distinct manifestation of their senti- 
ments which will enable us, too, to reconsider our present judgment. 
[Applame.]" 

At this meeting the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher spoke as fol- 

" Had Mr. Sumner been a man of war, or a man of brawling words, 
had he been any other than what he was, tlie case could not have been 
so strong. I know not that there would have been found throughout 
all the land one man so lit to be offered up ns a sactilice foi Liberty, 
a man so worthy to be offei'ed up on the great altar of our country. 
[Applause.} No aspiring politician has he been. His past career has 
not been marked by ambitious clutchings. A lawyer by profession, but 
'a scholar by instinct, — a man of refined ideas, of social taste, — he 
was seized by one of those sudden gusts of popular feeling which breok 
out occasionally in all our Free States, and elected to the Senate of the 
United States. 'While his election was yet pending, I had the pleasure 
of conversation with him in his office, I being a clergyman, and confess- 
or on that occasion [lajigJiier], and he told me the secrets of his heart. 
I am sure, that, although not without honorable and manly ambition, 
this man had no desire for that position. Since he has heeu in Wash- 
ington, his course has been that which became a man, a Christian, a 
gentleman, a statesman, and a scholar. He has everywhere not merely 
observed the rules of decorum, but, with true chivalry, with the low- 
liest gentleness, he has maintained himself rdd of offence, so that the 
only complaint which I have ever heard of Senator Sumner has been 
this, that he, by his shrinking and sensitive nature, was not iit for the 
' rough and tumble ' of politics in our day 

" Mr. Sumner had no other weapon in his hand than his pen. Ah, 
Gentlemen, here we have it ! The symbol of the North is the pen ; the 
Byrabol of the South is the bludgeon." 
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At a p 1 1 n t a Canan Igia f-»LlihH Fa 
Granger P t a, t G*n al und P e dent H a wa 
Chairman the follow ng e olut o s we e adoi t d 

"I. J? Ived Thtn th p m dtatel a d b tal atta k upon 
Senator Sumn f w rd puk n liy him I gislat 1 liat and n 
the oonsc ti u d scha ge f hia pubh daty w bel Id n t only a 
malignant ut a^ up th i fa distiugu shed pnbh servant, 

but also a anton olat fth ngl ffi dom fspe h — a ight 
which is guarantied to every EepreHentative, and through him to his 
constituents, by t3ie express provisions of the Constitution, — a right 
without which the office of the legislator would be powerless and the 
Kherties of the people would become extinct, and which is therefore 

meBlm 11 toth mandf rmd bl t h ta Ij 

2 Resolved That p rti { t g tl ighteo d gn ti 

whi I re tly prest, d by th sa d f f ee as mbl d 

th tj f N w ¥ k w di(, t t t th tl 

m d t tl th J p rat tl t f tl t g hi 

h Id q al fj th CO d m t with whi h pro vu t 

b it I d us nd d!j 

5 B solved Th t to th H Ch 1 S th f p 

and g qlti th pi hi hi thltgiled 

Iwy dUhl dlqtStn ptfiill d 

Ijff ypth thpa dpelhhhh ftd 

d stiU siif g fr m fJu d p hi ssa It d m tly 

h pe ti t hiB t rail t h 1th m i be [ iy d pi t 1 
th t h may 1 be p d to dioate tl git^planht t 
wh h th bl w 11 t*d pon him w re m d 

At P i Phml II d th was a i H m t g 

hit! tdt sljt tkrtA tl 

abl pf I. ra wa. th E D H dg wh d ■u g tl 
th g — 

II Irdfm hhbtokgretepratyfht, 
bt I Ihd adfantm flagiti ts t pen 

d fi f sac d nghts ts ruthless d gdfalll aiset 

ntandhml It fd dl WhUf-m 

more just conception of the outrage by viewing it abstractedly &om any 
interest we may feel in it as fellow-citizens of the parties concerned. 
Suppose we had read, among the items of recent transaUantic intelli- 
gence, that Count Buol, at the Feac« Congress in Paris, offended by 
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Bome espression of the Earl of Clarendon, hfid felled him to the firounA 
witli miirderoua blows. Imagine wliftt a tlirill of liorror would have 
atraek through the heart of Europe, and how the wrath of the nations 
would have chased the perpetrator of such an act from the face of the 
earth. Or suppose Mr. Hume, of the British Commons, had entered 
the House of Lords, and heateii Lord Brougham with a club until he 
was home senseless from the spot. With what confidence should we 
look to be advised by the next steamer tliat the culprit had been 
doomed to expiate his crime by the direst penalty wliich the laws 
of Engbnd liave provided ! — if, indeed, the English law has made any 
provision for such ft case, and not rather, as the law of the lioraan 
Commonwealth did the crime of parricide, left it unprovided for, as 
an impossible, unsiipposable enormity. 

' ' One supporition more. Conceive the situation of the parties in the 
case before us reversed. Supjiose Senator Butler, who has said sever- 
er things of Mr. Suinner tfeui Mr. Sumner of him, to have been the 
victim, and some member from Massachusetts, perhaps a far-away 
cousin of Mr. Sumner, to have been the aggressor. Does any one here 
present imagine that the 'gallant relative' in tliat case would be go- 
ing about unmolested on a paltry bail of live hundred dollars ? If the 
trusty bome-knife ot omnipresent revolver of Southern chivalry did 
not otherwise dispose ot him, does any one doubt that the summary 
and prompt vengeance of Congiess and the law would have been de- 
manded by one aide and conceded by tlie other ! " 

Here is a brief extract from the speech of Rev. Dr. Waylnnd 
"The question before us is simply, whether you, here anl now, 
consent to this change in our form of government, and accept thi- 
position which it assigns to you, —and whether you agree to trinsmit 
to your children this precious inheritance t For myself, I mu'it de- 
cline tlie arrangement. I was born free, and I cannot be made a sla\o 
I bow before the universal intelligence and conscience of my coun- 
try, and when I think this defective, I claim the privilege of using 
my poor endeavors to'enlighten it. But to submit my reason to the 
bludgeon of a bully or the pistol of an assassin I cannot ; nor can 
I tamely behold a step taken which leads inevitably to such a con- 



"You see that I consider this as a case of unusual solemnity. It 
becomes us to deliberate wisely, to resolve in view of the futnre as 
well as the past, and prepare ourselves to cany our resolutions out to 
all their Intimate conclusions, and, in doing this, t« pledge to each 
other onr lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 
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At a public meeting in Chapman Hall, Boston, immediately 
after the assault, Wendell Phillips said : — 

"Nobody needs uow to rend this speech of Charles Sumner to know 
whether it is good. We meBsure the amount of the cliarge by the 
length of the rebound. [Cheers.'\ When the spear, driven to the rpilok, 
makes the Devil start up in his own likeness, we may be sure it is the 
sjiear of Ithuriel. [Great applause-l That is my way of menauriug the 
speech which haa produced this glorious result. Oh, yes, glorious ! for 
the world will yet cover every one of those soars with laurels. [Eh- 
thjisiaslic duM-ing.] Sir, he mitst not die 1 We need him yet, as the 
vanguard leader of the hosts of Liberty. No, ha shall yet come forth 
from that sick-chamber, and every gallant heart in the Commonwealth 
be ready to kiss his very footsteps. [Loud cheers.'] 

" Perhaps, Mr. Chairman and fellow- eiWzens, I am wrong ; but I 
accept that speech of my loved and honored friend, and witli an 
unmixed approbation, — read it with envious admiration, — . take it all. 
[Cheers.] Yea, what word is there in it fJiat any one of ua would 
not have been proud to utter? ITot one 1 [Gmat applatisc.] Inntter 
scorn of the sickly taste, of the effeminate seholarsliip, that starts back, 
in delicate horror, at a bold illustration, 1 dare to say there is no 
animal God has coudesoendad to make that man may not veiitm'e to 
name. [Appla'usD. \ And if any ground of complaint is aupposable in 
regard to tliis comparison, which shocks the delicacy of some men and 
some presses, it is the animal, not ilr. Douglas, that has reason to 
compMn. [Thunders of applaiise, roietocd ai/ain and again.] 

"Mr. Chairman, there are some characters whose worth is so clear 
and self-evident, so tried and approved, so much without flaw, that 
we lay them on the shelf, — and' when we hear of any act attiibuted to 
them, no matter in what doubtful terms it be related, we judge the 
single act by the totality of the character, by our knowledge of the 
Tvhole man, letting a lifetime of uprightness explain a doubtful hour. 
Now, with regard to our honored Senator, we know tliat lus taste, 
intellect, and heart are all of this quality, - — a total, unflawed gem ; 
and I know, when we get the full and complete report of wliat he said, 
the ipsissima mirba in which it was spoken, that the most fastidious 
taste of the most delicate scholar will not be able to place finger on a 
word of Charles Sumner wliieh the ti'uest gentleman would not gladly 
indorse. [Load eheera,] I place the foot of my uttermost contempt on 
those members of the press of Boston that have anything to say in 
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criticism of his knguKge, while he lies thus prostrate nnd speechloss, — 
our cllainpion beaten to the ground for the noblest word, llassaehusetts 
ever spoke in. the Senate, [i^roloaged appla^Me.] " 

A great meeting in Faneuil Hall was remarkable for the 
speeches, of which a few extracts are given. 

His Excellency, Henry J. Grardner, at the time Governor of 
Massaehusetts, said ; — 

" Ware this «, party occasion, my feet would not he upon this plat- 
form ; were this to stir up sectional animosity or promote local discord, 
my voice would never reverhemte fram these arches above my head ; 
bat when tlie State of Massachusetts is attacked iu one of Iier dearest 
rights, one of her most glorious privileges, I should be recreant to my 
duty, 1 should he Mse to my trust, as every one who hears me would 
be, did I not protest against fllia infraction of our common rightj?. 
I wish, my friends, in order to give the greatest moral weight possi- 
ble to this meeting, to give its proceedings the most cogent force, to 
assume in the outset that this case can in no wise, iu no way, anil 
under no oonsidenttion, be considered anytliing but a spontaneous ex- 
pression of the sentiments of gentlemen of every party ia the State of 
Massachusetts upon this question. The last time the eloquent and 
honorable Senator of Massachusetts addressed his fellow-citixens of 
Boston, he stood where 1 now stand, on the eve of the election in 
November last ; and here, he being a Senator of Massachusetts in 
the Congress of the United States, and I being Governor of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, he indulged in what he honestly beheved 
to be facts and statements in regard to those of my friends who were 
striving to place me again in tJie post I then occupied, using no unfah, 
but only honest statements of the views he held ; and he being still a 
Senator ft-om Massachusetts, and I again her Governor, and this bemg 
the first time since then that my voice has been heard in Faneuil 
Hall, while I lament most deeply the circumstance which has called us 
together, I n^oice that it ^ves me an opportunity to rise superior to 
party feelings, to party bias, and to express my sentiments that we 
must stand by him who is the representative of Massachusetts, under 
all circnmsbinces. [Loud cheers.] Anil while he represents the old 
Commonwealth in the United States Senate, in the performance of his 
constitutional duties as he undewtands them, I will, so help me 
Heaven, do all in my humble ability to strengthen Ms arm and en^ 
courage his heart. [Loud a2>plause.] " 

Hon. George S. Hillard said ; — 
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" But now, when. I read of this erent in the Senate, of this assault 
upon Sumner, it seemed to me it was a very bad specimen of a very 
bad school. [LavsMcr.] And all of us mere affected in the same man- 
ner, upon reaJu g the a oui t W! at was our first exclamation ? 
Not that t TttS an human o trag or a brutal outrage, but that it 
was cowar lly lav that the owardliness of this attaek stands out 
even more consp o o is to n y eye than its brutality or its inhuman- 
ity. To aj 1 roa 1 a man mpnsoned tied hand and foot, as it were, 
between on arm el a a d a desk and to strike him over the head 
without warn ng or mmediate provo ation, a stunning, deadly blow 
with a bli Igco a my op juon the act of an assassin. [Ajiplnme. ] 
And I saj tl at co pare 1 to such a act, the act of the man who 
meets mo on th b gh oad. and 1 oraewbips, or at least attempts to 
horsewhip me [laitghter], seal's to something like mauUniisa and com'- 
age. [Cheers.]" 

Hon. Peleg W. Chandler said : — 

' ' For more than twenty yoara, Mr. President and fellow-citizens, I 
have been on tetms of the closest intimacy with Charles Sumner. For 
more than one half that period I have been his political opponent. It 
is precisely because I have been, and now am, his peraonal friend, and 
it is precisely because I have been, and now am, his political o])ponent, 
that I have come here to-night, — not with the intention of speaking 
upon this platform, but to listen to the voices of those who are hjs 
political as well as personal friends, in relation to the gi'eat outrage 
which has brought a stain upon our country. 

" I have heard here, Gentlemen, a great deal of sympathy e5q)reEsed 
for Mr. Sumner. As his personal ftiend, I beg to say that that feeling 
is entirely uncalled for, if not to some extent niisplaceil. Have sympa- 
thy for the gi'eat martyrs of the past, for those who wear the civic 
crown, if you will, — but I tell you that that gentleman in "Wash- 
ington who now lies upon a bed of pain, whose life it may be is 
lian^ng in tlie balance, needs no sympathy from us. Every drop of 
blood shed by hirn in this disgraceful affair has raised up ten thousand 
armed men. [Applaaas,'} Every gash upon that foi'ehead will be cov. 
ered with a political crown, let it he resisted as much as it may be 
rcHstcd, here or elsewhere. [Lintd cltcers.] This matter is raised 
far above and beyond all personal considerations. It hi a matter of 
trilling consequence to Mr, Sumner. It makes those who love liim 
love him more, — and no man is more loved, or more to be considered, 
BO for as the affections or friendship are concerned. Yet personal 
feelings are of little or no consequence in this outrage. It is a blow 
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not merely at Massachusetts, a blow not mprely at the iiiime snd 
fame of our eommoii country ; it is a blow at constitutional liberty 
all the world over ; it is a stab at the cause of Universal Freedom. It 
is aimed at all men, everywhere, who are atru^ling for what we now 
regard as our great birthright, and which we Intend to transmit un- 
impaired to our latest posterity. ILoad cheers.] 

" Whatever may he done in this matter, however, one thing is cer- 
tain, one thing is sure. The blood of this Northern man, who had 
dared to stand up in the Senate of the United States undiir cireuni- 
stamees that would have discouraged a man of less aiilor, less enthu- 
siasm, and less courage, — that blood now stains the Senate floor ; and 
let me tell you, that not all the water of the Potomac can wash it out. 
They may ery, with the great (migio <£ueen, ' Ont; damned spot i ' but 
no water of this world can ever efiace it. Forever, forever and aye, 
that stain will plead in silence for liberty, wherever man is enslaved, 
for humanity all over the world, for tmth and for justice, now and for- 
ever. [OorUinjied applaune.]" 

Tlie meeting- at Cambridge was distinguished for the character 
of those who took part in it, many of whom had not sympathized 
with Mr. Sumner in his public life. The President was Hon, 
Joel Parker, formerly Chief Justice of New Hampshire ;, and 
among tlie Vice-Presidents were Theophilus Parsons, the eminent 
law-writer, — C. C. Felton, aiterwards President of Harvard Uni- 
versity, — Jared Sparks, the historian, — Hemy W. Longfellow, 
— Charles Beck, the Latin scholar, — Joseph E. Worcester, the 
lexicographer, — Willard Phillips, the law-writer and judge, — 
Joseph T. Buckingham, the well-known editor. 
Professor Pelton thus alluded to Mr. Sumner ; — 
" I know Mr. Sumner well. In former times I had a long, an in- 
timate, and an affectionate acquaintance with him ; and I feel bound 
to say that he is a scholar of rich and rare acquirements, a gentleman 
of noble qualities and generous aims, distinguished for the amenities 
of social life, and a companion most welcome in the society of the 
most generous, the most refined, the most exalted. Sir, I had nothing 
to do with sending Mr. Sumner to the Senate of the United States ; I 
had no vote to cast on that occasion ; and if I had had, it would not, 
on public grounds, have been cast for him. I shall have none to cast, 
when the time for another election comes ; but if I had five hundred 
votes, every one should be given to send him back again. [Great 
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Bichard H. Dana, Jr., Esq., made an elaborate speech, of which 
the following is only an extract. 

" But I cannot, if 1 would, altogetlieT withdraw my tlioughts from 
this personal outrage upon Mr. Sumner. Charles Sumner ! 

' He is my friend,— faithfiil and just to me." 
I cannot allow myself to coll up that scene in the Senate House, l&st 1 
should feel more than I shall he able to express or be willing to be- 
tray. Boston, his natdva town, has spoken. Mext to Boston, there is 
no place ao dear to him sa Cambridge. He is a true son of Harvard. 
The beat years of his early life, from fifteen to twenty-thi'ee, he spent 
here ; the four years of college, — a fifth year which he wisely, thongb 
unusually, addwl (« his course, for the perfecting of his classical and 
general studies, — and the three years of his studies in the Law School. 
At the Law School his attainments were not only gi'eat, but wonderful ; 
and for pnrity of character, kindness, and frankness, he was respected 
and beloved by all. He was the friend, yonng as he was, the beloved 
friend, the freijuent and honored guest of Story, of Channing, and of 
AUston. He was the companion of your Longfellow and your Felton. 
No young man was more honored by Mr. Webster — in I had almost 
said his better days. He was the friend of every man and of every 
cause that deserved to have a friend. At the bar he distinguislied him- 
self, especially m jnridical literature. He was the reporter of Judge 
Story's decisions, and editor of the Jurist, where the yonng student 
will find the copious results of his enthusiastic laboi's in his then be- 
loved profession. When he went abi'oad, he took notliing in his hand 
that his own merits had not given him. He had not one claim that 
did not rest on character, learning, and talents. Still under the age 
of thirty, he became in Europe the honored friend of men whose names 
have honored the world. Turning his back npon the attractions of dia- 
npation and fashion, he devoted himself to the society of the learned, 
the wise, the philanthropic, and to all great and good objects. Thomas 
Carlyle, in a letter to America, says, " We liave had popiMr Sumjter 
here," — so universally was he iiked. In Paris, while the Horth- 
eastem Boundary question was agitating England and America, and 
attracting much of the attention of Enrope, Sumner shut himself into 
the libraries and public archives, and produced a treatise n]ion tho 
subject, thought then to be almost exhausted, which, pnblished in the 
great journals of Europe, and brought before Parliaments and Councils, 
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changed the aspect of tte question in Europe, and redounded to his 
gi'eat honor at home. 

" After his return, under the influence of Dr. Channing, inci in bvtq- 
pathy with Dr. Howe and others, he devo^ much of his time to the 
great philanthropic and Bocial problems of the day, ■ — Slavery, Pauper- 
ism, Crime, and Prison Discipline, — and gradually the overshadoivmg 
social, political, and national importance of the Slaye question drew 
him first before the x>eopJe and into public life. When his sentiments 
on the Slave question were to he sUHtoined at the risk of his ease, hia 
intereatfl, his friendships, and liis popularity, he put them all to the 
hazard. When proposed as candidate for the Senate, the highest office 
Massachusetts can give, while his election iiung trembliug in the bal- 
ance week after we^, when one or two votes would secure it, and this 
or that thing Boid or done it was thought would gain them, nothing 
would induce Charles Sumner to take one step from his regular course 
from his house to his office to apeak to any man ; he would not make 
one bow the more, nor put his hand to a line, however simple or unob- 
jectionable, to seem* the I'esult. I know— I have right to say this 
— I know that in this course he resisted temptations and adviee and 
persuasions which few men would not have yielded to. He was elected. 
It was a tribute to character and talent. 

"When he went to Washington, to fight almost alone, with only 
two or three allies, discountenanced by colleagues and cried down by 
the great imyority, to fight the fight for Fi'eedom, he determined not 
to speak on the subject of Slavery until he liad done all in his power 
to aeenre the confidence and good-will of his opponents. So ikr did he 
cairy this, that his filenda here feared that he was bending before the 
idol, as others had bent. He secured liis footing as well as it could be 
secured. AH hut fanatics for Slavery admitted his claims to personal 
aHeotion and public respect. On this basis he took his stand for Free- 
dom. You have seen the result. Few men in America have ever had, 
perhaps no one man now has, so many readers as he. His opponents 
say that he bums the midnight lamp. He does. And 

' How far that little candle throws his beams ! ' 
His opponents, too, bum the midnight lamp ; but, as you remember, 
Sir, the great Athenian said, there is a difference between the objects 
on which their lamp throws its glare and his," 

Among the meetings, that of Concord deserves mention. The 
resolutions, introduced by Hon. E. Roekwood Hoar, were as fol- 
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"Eesolmd, That we haye heard with feelings of the deepest indig- 
nation of the cowardly and brutal assault upon a Senator of Massa- 
chusetts, in the Senate Chamber of the United States, for words spoken 
in debate, in his place, upon the floor of the Senate. 

"Sesolved, That this dastardly ontrage has in itself dishonored no one 
but the rnlDan who committed it, — but that the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States will make themselves aceompliees 
of the criminal, and deliberate partakers of the guilt and infamy of the 
crime, if they shall fail to visit upon him speedy and condign puiiish- 

' ' Scsoleed, Thai, if there are those who imagine that the voice of a 
Senator of Massachusetts can be silenced, or the expression of the de- 
liberate opinions of her people upon public measures and public men 
can be stifled and suppressed, by the terrors of aasassiiiation, we kiuite 
that in Charms Sumner they have mistaken tM inait, and we will 
endeavor to show that they have mistaken the Commonwealth. 

" Resolved, That, in this assault apon our distinguished Senator, the 
right of free debate in Congress, guarantied by the Constitution of the 
United States, has been dangerously assailed ; and all men who are not 
willing to see it wholly destroyed are called upon, personally, to re- 
buke the outiage, and all its abettors, defenders, and apologists. 

"Resolved, That we thank Mr. Sumner with our whole hearts for 
his heroic defence of the Kansas settlers, and his solemn arraignment 
before the eonnfiy of the perpetrators of the great iVtjjit against that 
unhappy and conquered province. 

" ResoVaed, That we have a right to look to the House of Representa- 
tives to vindicate the honor of the country in the eyes of the civilized 
world, by expelling from their body a member with whom none but 
bullies and savages can hereafter fitly associate." 



" The outrage is the more shocking from the singularly pure char- 
acter of its victim. Mr. Sumner's i)osition is exceptional in its honor. 
He had not taken his degrees in the caucus and in hack politics. It 
is notorious, that, in the long time when his election was pending, he 
refused to take, a single st«p to secure it. He would not so much 
as go up to the State House to shake hands with this or that person 
whose good-will was reckoned important by his friends. He was elected. 
It was a homage to character and talent. In Congress he did not rush 
into a party position. He sat long silent and studious. His tHeuda, 
I remember, were told that they would find Sumner a man of the 
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world, like tie rest : ' 'T is quiti; impossible to be at Washington and 
not bend ; he will hend, as the rest have done.' Well, he did not 
bend. He took his position, and kept it. He meekly bore the cold 
shoulder from some of his Sew England colleagues, the hatred of his 
enemies, the pity of the indifferent, cheered by the love and respect of 
good men with whom he act«ol, and has stood for the North, a little in 
advunoe of all the North, and therefore without adequate support. He 
has never faltered in his maintenance of juislice and freedom. He has 
gone beyond the lai^ expectation of his friends in his inoreBsing abil- 
ity and his manlier tone. 

" I have heard that some of hia pol t allieni ta.hmMthn- 
dolence or negligence in refusing to mak 1 toeeng pc hs,or 
otherwise to hear his part in the labo wh h pa ly -g^ uzation re- 
quires. I say it to his honor. But m e to h ho are th faults 
which his enemies lay to his charge. I th nk 6ir if M S unn had 
any vices, we should be likely to hear f them Tl y ha fastened 
their eyes like microscopes, now for five years, on every act, word, man- 
ner, and movement, to 6nd a flaw, — and with what result ? His op- 
ponents accuse him neither of drunkenness, nor debauchery, nor job, 
nor peculation, nor rajiaoity, nor personal aims of any kind. No ; but 
with what ? Why, beyond this chai^, which it is impossible was ever 
sincerely made, that he broke over the proprieties of debalfl, 1 find 
him accused of publishing his opinion of the Nebraska conspiracy in 
a letter to the People of the United Sttitcs, with discourtesy. Then, 
that he is an Abolitionist : as if every sane human being were not an 
Abolitionist, or a believer that all men sliould be free. And the tliiid 
crime he stands charged with is, tJiat his speeches were written 
before they were spoken ; which of course must he true in Sumner's 
case, — as it woa true of Webster, of Adams, of Calhoun, of Burke, of 
Chatham, of Demosthenes, of every first-rate speaker that ever lived. 
It is the high compliment he pays to the intelligence of the Senate and 
of the country. When the same reproach was cast upon the first ora- 
tor of ancient times by some caviller of his day, he sdd, ' I should be 
ashamed to come with one unconsidered word before such an as- 
sembly.' 

"Mr. Chairman, when I think of these most small faults as the worst 
which party hatred could allege, 1 think 1 may borrow the language 
which Bishop Burnet applied to Sir Isaac Newton, and say, that 
Charles Sumner 'has the whitest soul I ever knew.' 

"Well, Sir, this noble head, so comely and so wise, must he the 
taiget for a pair of bullies to beat with clubs I The murderer's brand 
shall stamp their foreheads, wherever they may wander in the earth. 
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But I wish, Sir, that the high respeirta of tliis meeting shall be ex- 
pressed to Mr. Sumner, that a copy of the resolutions that have been 
read may be forwarded to him. I wish that he may know the shudder 
of terror that ran through all this community on the first tidings of 
tliis brutal attack. Let him hear that every man of worth in Hew 
England loves his viitues, — tliat every motlier thinks of him as the 
protector of families, — that every friend of Fieedom thinks him the 
fiieiid of Freedom. And if our arms at this distance cannot defend 
him from assassins, we confide the defence of a life so pi-ecions to all 
honorable men and true patriots, and to the Almighty Maker of men." 

At a meeting in Worcester, Hon. Charles Allen, the eminent 
Judge, and formerly a Representative in Oongreas, said ; — 

" Now, Sir, we have met to express our warm feelings of indignation 
— at what ? That Charles Sumner has been stricken down by the 
hand of a brutal niifian ! No, Sir : that is but a small portion of the 
question which is presented for our consideration at this time. Not by 
the liand of Brooks of South Carolina, alone, did he fall ; but it was 
through a concerted effort, which has not been denied in the House of 
Kepresentatives, although the question was evaded by Mr. Brooks, de- 
claiing that he had informed no one of the time when it should take 
place ; but he did not deny — and it is well known in Washington, and 
will be throughout the country, that this attack npon Mr. Sumner — 
that this slaughter of Mr. Sumner, for such was the purpose^ — was 
concerted among Soutliem men, and that Brooks was but the base in- 
strument hy which the purpose was to be carried into efl'ect. Sir, we 
must hold, not Jlr, Brooks responsible alone, but aU those who com- 
bined with him to do this foul deed, — all those — and you will find 
tliere will he hosts in another section of the country — who will ap- 
plaud the act, and profess to honor the mau who was put forward to 
perpetrate this deed. And, Sir, if we consider it merely as a combi- 
nation of slaveholdeis agauist our Senator, and nothing more, we shall 
not reach the magnitude of the question open for our consideration. 
That blow was not meant for Mi Sumner alone. It was meant for 
the Slate which he represented It nas the State of Massachusetts 
whose honor was outraged by thit act It was her m^esty wliich was 
stricken down in the person of her Senator It is her body that lies 
bleeding, and demands retribution at the Iiands of her children. Shall 
retribution not come ? Shall th^re not h'' a voice from one end of 
Massachusetts ia the other, calling aloud for retribution upon the per- 
petrator, and the aiders and abettors of that foul act ! [Load cries of 
' Fas," and a^lause.y 
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The yoicu of tin- Young Men ol Btnttn fiunl uttenme at i 
large and entbusiastn, meeting of the Meicantile Libiiry Assouia- 
tion, held at their rooms, June 6 1856 when tlie following pie- 
amble and resolutions, w ere unammously adopted. 

" Wiereas the Hon Cliarlea Snmnei, Senator in Congie'fs from 
this Commonn eahli, and nn lionoraiy member of thia Aibociation 
has been most brutally a&sanlted in his &eat in CongitsB foi nords 
utteml in di'liatp Theietore 

" Besoltied That it is with feelings of profound sorrow and fthsme 
that we are obhgcd to recognize m this act a coieard/j and haae aasnult 
upon the nghta of tiee speech, and to regaid this indignity, ptii>ct!dted 
upon the person at oni lioiiored iiid beloi ed Senntoi ra, an insult to tin- 
city of Boston and its institutions, the State of llassaehnsetts, and our 
common country. 

"Besoloed, Tliat the members of the Mercantile Library Association 
of Boston, witiiout distinction of party, most respectfully tender to the 
Hon. Charles Snmner tieir kindest feelings of sympathy and esteem, 
and earnestly hope, that^ by the blessing of Divhie Providence, he 
may resnnie liis seat in Congress, and reiterate those principles of 
humanity wliich every institution, whether political or literary, should 
most earnestly espouse. 

"Seeotved, Tliat the Corresponding Secretary of this Association is 
hereby requested to tnmish the Hon. Chai'les Sumner with an appro- 
priate copy of these resolves." 

The sentiraeafs of the medical profession appear in a speech 
and toast by Dr. Ohver Wendell Holmes, at the dinner of tlie 
Massacliusetts Medical Society, at tlie Revere House, Boston. 

"Look into the chamber where our own fellow-citizen, struck down 
without warning by tlie liand of brutal violence, lies prostrate, and 
tliink what fearful issues hang on the skill or incompetence of those 
who have Lis pi'eciouB life in charge. One little error, and the ignis 
eacer, the fiery plague of the wounded, spreads his aiigiy blush over the 
surface, and fever and delirium are but the preludes of deadlier symp- 
tonis. One slight neglect, and tie bwin, oppressed with tlie products 
■ of disease, gi'ows dreamy, and then drowsy, Ue line energies are palsied, 
and too soon the heart that tilled it with generous blood is still forever. 
It took but a little scratch from a glass, hmken at his daughter's wed- 
ding, to snatch from life the great anatomist and suigeon, Spigelins, 
almost at the veiy age of him for whose recovery we look, not without 
anxiooe solicitude. 

M* tr 
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" At such a moment as this, more than at auy other, me feel the 
dignity, the awfiJ responslbilitj', of the healing art. Let but that life 
bs sacrificed, and left unavenged, and the wounds of that defenceless 
head, like the foul witch's blow on her enchanted image, are repeated 
on the radiant forehead of Liberty herself, and flaw tiic golden circlet 
we had yainly written with the sacred name of Union 1 

" ' Di, prohibete minasl Di, talem ayortite casnm! ' 

" 1 give you, Mr. President, — 

" The Sm-gtoHS of the City of Wasfiington. — God giunt them wisdom ! 
for they ai* dressing the wounds of a mighty empiti;, and of uncounted 
genera.tions," 

Hon. Josiah Quinoy, in the eighty-fiiyi year of hia a<re ad 
dressed a letter to the Uuitarian Festival, in which he a i ^ 

" The hostile imiplion of two members of Congress into th S at 
Chamber of the United States, openly armed with deadly blu 1 ns 
and probably aceretly, according to the habits of their 1 ced n 1 
bowie-ltniveB and revolvers, and there prostrating on the floo w h 
their bludgeons a Senator of the United States, sitting peaeeablj n h s 
seat, unconscious of danger, and Irani his position incapable of defence, 
intlicting ux>od him blows, until he sunk senseless under them, and 
which, if they do not prove mortal, it was not for want of malignant in- 
tent in tile cowardly assassins, — and all this for words publicly spoken 
in the Senate, in the course of debate, allowed by its presiding officer 
to be spoken, and exceeding hM me haiT's breadth any line ofinUh or 
duty : this ia the fifth, and the climax, of this series of outi'ages, un- 
paralleled, nefarious, and brutal." 

At an indignation meeting in the town of Quincy, this venera- 
ble citizen spoke as follows. 

" The blow struck upon the head of Charles Sumner did not fall upon 
him alone. It was a blow purposely aimed at the North. It was a 
blow struck at the very Tree of Liberty. It speaks to us in words not 
to be mistaken. It says to us that Northern men shall not be heard 
in the halls of Congress, except at the peril of the bowie-knife, the 
bludgeon, and revolver. Nor is this any new thing. 

" The'bladgcon, heretofore only brandislied, has at last been brought 
down ; and now is the time for the North to fight. Charles Sumner 
needs not our sympathy ■. if he dies, his name will be immortal, — his 
name will be enrolled with the names of Warren, Sidney, and Russell ; 
if he lives, he is destined to be the light of the nation." 
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Hon. Edward Evorott, at Taunton, opcnpd his "Address on 
the Character of Washington " by allusion to tJie assault. 

"With the satisfaction which I feel in addressing yoa at the pres- 
ent time are mingled tlie profoundest anxiety and grief An inepres- 
aibla aadntas takes possession of my heart at the occurrences of the past 
week, and tt most se ' us apprehensions force themselves ujioq me 
that ev nts re al ady t w th n mpnlse t ghty to be re- 

■ " t f blood 

nl 1 h'ter, 
f t settle- 
civil war which has for months ragBd nnrebnlted at the capital of the 
Union, and has at length, hy an act of lawless violence, of which I 
know no parallel in the history of Conetitntional Government, stained 
the floor of the Senate Chamber witli the blood of an nnarmeil, de- 
fenceless man, and he a Senator of Massachusetts, — ah, my frienda, 
these are events which, for the good name, the peace, the safety of the 
country, for the cause of free institutions thmnghont the world, it were 
worth all the gold of California to blot from the recoi-d of the past 
week. They sicken the heart of the good citizen, of the patiiot, of the 
CTiiistian; they awaken a gloomy doubt whether the sacrifices and the 
sufteiiugs endureil by our fathers, that they might found a pui'er, 
higher, and freer civilization on this Western Continent than the world 
Iiad yet seen, have not been endured in vain." 



" The newspapers, which have for so long kept the millions of tlie 
North aa ■watcheis about your bed, now gladden all our hearts with 
the news that you are soon to stand again upon tliat floor which prom- 
ises to become as sacred in the annuls of Freedom as ia the arena of the 
Coliseum in the story of onr faith 

"Nothing, I am sui'e, could so have toueliedand roused eveiy class of 
Northenj society, nothing could so have put the tenihle realities of 
the issue we vvust confront before the most nnwilling and the most in- 
diiferent minds, as the atrociona deed wliiuh, imbecile aa it was ativi- 
cious, makes the firmest enemy of Slavery the perpetual representative 
alike of Northern honor and of Northern manhood, and onliats around 
yon, as the perpetual Senator of Massachusetta, every instinct, passion, 
and necessity of Noitliem civilization. 
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" It ia jcrttr rare good fortune to be able to wear tlic martj't'3 crown 
into tlie battle of life, and I really do not see how any true man ciin 
have any words for jott but tbose of oongratnlntiou and of stem exulta- 
tion. The suoandrellj ailBpleton who Htruck you fled from the recoil 
of his weapon ; but them will he a fiercer recoil from that blow, and a 
flowing of blood not so easily to he stanched. 

" I think, if jou could have seen the meeting at tlie Tabemaele, you 
would liave marked the 22d of May with white in your calendai' : it 
ia mai'ked with red in the calendar of our country. 

"1 am going to England in a few weeks, but I hope, before I go, to 
hear that you are quite reestablished, in health, and once more fate to 
face with the lione, — 1 beg the paidon of the forest-king, — with the 
tigers of the Senate Hoiise. 

"In this season of our national degradation, it will be something, 
that, when Englishmen talk ia nie of their dead Miltons and Marvells 
and Hampdens and Sidneys, 1 can answer them with a living name, 
which, like these names, shall never cease to live." 

Dr. John W. Francis, the eminent physician, of New York, 
wrote, under date of October 9, 1856: — 

" I now write a line or two for the purpose of renewing to you the 
sentiments 1 cherish in your behalf, and my adininition of your no- 
ble patriotism and commanding eloquence. I had read carefully your 
classical speeches, ind rejoii-ed that there was at least one in the Senatu 
who to nth culture ndded the graces of finiohtd oratory and the abid 
ing principles of Lonotitutioml freedom \ea my dear fen, I hwe 
been for scleral months, amidst many cares, absorbed on the conse 
quenoes which I inferred must foUow the hiiital assault whii-h you 
reoen ed I almost at once exclaimed. That blmv will effect a revolution 
in our political relationslup , yet I pray God that the Union may con 
tinue intact under its momentous influeuoes. You have, hy your pac- 
liameiitaiy demonstrations, evinced the heroism of the patriots of the 
earlier days of our Eepnblie ; you have stamped your Senatorial career 
with tlie impress of the loftiest intrejiidity and morol courage. You 
are destined to occupy an ample page in your country's history. These 
expresaious, dear Sir, flow from a full heart and a deep conviction." 

Governor Banks, in his antinal messf^ to the Legislature of 
Massachusetts, January, 1858, associated (lie violence in Kansas 
with that upon Mr. Sumner. 

"KoUiing hut Uie dii'ect iuterrentiDn of Federal influence can force 
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tlitougli Congress the LecGmptun Conatitutioii ; and if the GoTeniment, 
with the sanction oE the people, can force upon. Kansas a Constitution 
ooneeived in fmud aod violence, it will be the weightiest lilow ever 
given agiiinst free gavumments. 

" Violence anil franil, if auecessfal in this instance, will be repeated 
whenever occasion demands it. It will not be limited to Territories or 
States. Ko shrine will be held saered. The Senate Cliamber of the 
United States has been already invaded, and this State was for a time 
bereft of a jKirt of its representative power by an act of fearful wrong, 
eommitW upon the most cherished and brilliant of her sons, while in 
the peribmiHJice of constitutional duty." 

Tlie following extract from a poem by Mrs. Julia Ward Howe 
appeared in die New York Tribune at the time. 

"A WOMAN'S \\'ORD FOR THE HOUR. 
"While she yet spake, from the heaven God's thunder bad fallen, 
And I heard : ' The crime, not tlie paltry oifender, so stira us.' 
Take beait, tliou Iouh one ! a cJianipion leaps to defend tbee, 
Armed with the loftier issue, the art and the inoml, — 
Eloquent lips, and the inti^al heart of Conviction, 
Powerful still when the aim of the spoiler haa cnmibleU, — 
DootiTue of Right, and the Old-World tradition of Freedom, — 
Doctrine of Justice, thank God, no Hew-England invention, — 
Known to the ancients, knoHii to the gods and their poets. 
Known to giwit Tully, whose pillars of perfect marble 
StaiiJ in the lemjile of Truth, liis lemembronce for ages. 
Tliere shall thy record be. Knight of the wronged and the helpless ! 
There sliall thy weapon be Irept, with the motto, ' I hurled it.' 
How hast thou hai'dened the livuig heart and quiuk feelinga 
To stand uji and slffiak the gi'eat spiiit-diriding sentence, — 
To stand, a mark for the thief and assa^glin to aim at 1 
More than our envy, more than thy lio])e, whs thy guei'ilon. 
Setting the seal of thy blood to the word of thy courage ! 
If but the pure of heal-t in a pure cause should suffer, 
SuMNEK, the task thou hast chosen was thine for its fitness. 
Never was ]iaHolial victim more stainlessly offered, — 
Never on milder teow gleamed the crown of the martyr. 

" Stand thence, a mark for the better and nobler ambition I 
For they are holy, tiie wounds that the Southerner dealt thee : 
Count tbera blessed, and blessed the inotlier that bore thee. 
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' ' Would that tlio thing I Iwst lovp, ay, tJie son of my bosom. 
Suffering beside thee, had shared the high deed and its glory ! 
Shall we bend over those wounds with our tears and our balsams, — 
Tears warm with rapture, balsams of costliest clearness ? 
Talte thy deserving, then ; wear it for life on thy forehead I 
Crowned with those scai*, ahalt tliou enter the just mnli's heaTen, — 
Crowned with those scars, shalt thou stand in the record of heroes I 

" If earthly counsel were vain, should the heavens beftiend thee ! 
Sinking Orion, flung far in the wrath of the tyrant, 
Calls not in vain on the dumb heart of Nature to help hira ; 
Lo I the deep comes to his aid, and its monsters upbeaj' him ; 
Hesper stoops over the Ocean her long shiniug ti-esses, 
TUl he is drawn by them np to the zone of her beauty. 
And, like fiur sisters, the stars dose around him forever 1 " 

The ■wide-spread, spontaneons sentiment of the North found 
echo in Europe, especially in England. Among various testi- 
monies, the following is selected from the Morning Star of Lon- 
don, June 24, 1856. 

"The aasaolt upon Mr. Sumner stands without parallel in the 
annals of civilized communities. While sitting at his desk in the 
Senate Chamber, quietly engi^ed in writing, a member of the other 
legislative body, the House of Kepresentatives, deliberately walks up t« 
him, and, taking advantage of his tttterly helpless position, wlieie he 
could neither escape nor defend himself, b^ns to beat him violently 
upon his bare head with a heavy cane, until he falls down stunned and 
insensible, oovei'cd with his own blood, the cowardly ruffian not deast- 
ing even then, when the form of his antagonist lay prostrate and sense, 
less before him. While this is taking place, a number of his brother 
Senators stand round and make no attempt to stay the arm of the as- 
sailant ; some of them, indeed, mounted guard expressly to prevent in- 
terference. Such conduct is utterly inexplicable to us in this country. 

" If anything could aggravate the inherent brutality of this act, it 
is the character of the man upon whom it was committed. For Mr. 
Sumner is a gentleman in whom there meets a combination of qual- 
ities adapted in a rare degree ij> inspire the affectionate attachment of 
friends, and to command courtesy and respect from all generous and 
honorable opponents : a man of a chivalrous and heroic spirit, of a re- 
fined and sensitive nature, of a powerful and cultivated intellect di»- 
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eiplined "by lianl study and adorned with profound and Turioiis learn- 
ing, who has led a life of irreproachable purity and active Ijenevolence, 
— the favorite pnpil of Story, the intimate friend and disciple of Chan- 
ning, the chosen associate of the finest living minda of America, Quincy, 
Sparks, Longfellow, Goodrich, Dana, Everett, BlyaJlt, Emeison. 

" And when the greatest of Amariean orators and statesmen, Daniel 
"Webster, was stricken down by the hand of death, Mr. Sumner was 
the man whom the State of Massachusetts chose from among her sons, 
as most worthy to be his successor. And most nobly has he vindi- 
cated the wisdom of their choice. Taking small interest in the ordi- 
nai7 conflicts of parties, he has stood foilji, from the moment that he 
entered tlie Senate, as the courageous and resolute champion of the 
slave. His speeches are elaborate and masterly orations, with jierhaps 
almost too much of classical ateteUness and refinement for the tribune. 
Over the hard and dry abstraction of politics he throws the glancing 
lights of liis fertile and polished fancy, and rolieveB the tedium of de- 
bate by the rich stores of an elegant and varied enidition. The speech 
that brought upon him tie recent attack was perhaps the greatest of 
all hia efforts. It is in every respect a magnificent production. With 
a lofty and relentless Ic^c he tears away the covering veil of sophistry 
with which tJie Southern members haji sought to conceal the naked 
iniquity of the transactions in Kansas, There are, no doabt, passages 
of terrible severity, but not, we think, exceeding the license of parlia- 
mentary debate among ourselves. And the most conchisive teslimotiy 
to the power of the orator is affoi'ded by the desperate extremities to 
which it reduced his diseomJited (oes, 

" We have no words of commiseiation to offer t*> Mr. Sumner. God 
grant only that a life so valuable may be spared, and he will occupy 
in the estimation of aU men, at home and abroad, whose judgment he 
would value, a prouder position tlian he ever occupied before. He 
stood m the vanguard of Freedom, and the marks of the mfBauly out- 
rage inflicted upon him, which he will probably bear to the grave, he 
will wear as more honorable scars than ever warrior brought from a 
hattie-fleld." 

This record of opinion at the North, echoed from Europe, may 
be closed by words from an important journal at New York, 
The Courier and Enquirer, in the summer of 1856, 

"The fact is incontestable, that, when the Massachusetts Senator 
again crosses the threshold of that Senate Chamber, Slavery will have 
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to eonfrant the most formidablo foe it ever had to face before the pub- 
lic eje. He vill come with erery muscle braced and every sinew 
strung by the sense of measureless personal wrong ; but infinitely 
more than thai, he will come armed with the indignation and shielded 
by the moral support of the whole North. Hitherto he has ligui'ed 
but in one character, the assailant of Slavery ; henceforth he will he 
also the accredited assertor and champion of the most sacred right 
of freedom of speech, and as such will command tenfold greater con- 
sideration. His antagonists have affected to deepisu him before, and 
to treat him with scorn. The day for that has passed. The public 
man, who has once been the occasion of such an outburst of sympathy 
ftnd good-will as has within the last week sprung from the mouth of 
millions ni>on millions of his countrymen, is no longer a roan to be 
disdained. He has henceforth jKisition, power, and saonrity, beyond 
any of his adversaries. Let his sentiments be what they may, his free 
uttenmce of them hereafter becomes an assured thing, insomuch as 
that utterance will serve as the best of all possible tests of tliat free- 
dom oE debate which has once been outraged in his person, and wliich 
it is the present determination of the N^orth shall be maintained at all 
hazards." 



Senator Bittlbb, in reply to Mr. Sumner, June 12, 1856, re- 
marked on his absence from his seat as follows, 

" If I give credence to the testimony of Dr. Boyle, I see no reason 
why he should not be present. For anything that appeal's in that 
testimony, if he had been an officer ot the Army, and had not appeai-ed 
the next day on the battle-field, he would have deserved to be 
cashiered." i 

This fling was so f^rreeable to the Senator that he repeated it^ 
with a variation, on the second day of his speech. 

"After all that has been said and done, on apost bellam examina- 
tion, what is it ! A fight in the Senate Chamber, resulting in two 
flesh wounds, which ought not to hare detained him from the Senate. 

5, June 13, 
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.■leing rather n hiLndsomo man, perliaps he woiikl not liltB to expose 
himself by making his appearance foe some time ; but if lie liail been 
in tlie Army, there was no reason why he should not go to the field 
the next day j and he would deserve to he oashiei'ed, if he did not 
go."i 

After such remirks in open Senate, it was easy for tlie press in 
Bjmpathy with Slavery to assert that Mr. Sumner had received 
no injury and thit his reported disability was a pretence for the 
heneht of his poht cal party 

At the time Df the assault Mr Sumner was in perfect health, 
■vntliout any ■weaknest, or distmbiug incident Having confi- 
dence in tlie native force of his constitution, he looked forward 
to 1 verj early restorition, thinking tbat the injuries he had re- 
ceived would yield ea*ilj to Nature Hia disappointment affords 
another instance of the extent to whifh patients are deceived 
with regard to their tiue condition, which in his case was re- 
vealed tardily He hid hoped to resume his seat in a few days, 
Monthi and years passed leading him an invalid. 

On the heahng of the fleah wound* he found himself still a 
sufferer from a pressure on the bram with weahiess in the 
spinal column The latter became moie positive with time. 
First a guest c f F P Blair Esq , at Sib ei Spring, near Washing- 
ton, ho was able early in July to reaeh Philadelphia, where he 
found rest at the house of Bev. William H. Furaesa. Here he 
came under the medical care of Dr. Caspar Wister. From Phila- 
delphia he went to Cape May, where he was welcomed by the 
family of James T. Fumess, Esq., at their cottage. Here he was 
very feeble, so tliat his kind hosts were alarmed with regard to 
him. From Cape May he went to Cresson, an elevated place in 
Pennsylvania, where he stayed with Dr. E. M. Jackson. Once 
more in Philadelphia at the beginnmg of September, he was 
welcomed by his hosts of Cape May, with whom he remained 
until his return to Boston at the beginning of November. This 
return was postponed by the advice of hia physician, who was 
unwilling that he should expose himself to tlie escitement of 

In Boston he was treated by Dr. Marshall 8. Perry, in con- 
sultation with the venerable physician, Dr. James Jackson. Here 
1 Congressional Globe, 34lh Coug. 1st Sess., Appendix, p. 633, Jone 13^ 
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he remnined several months, most of tlie time in the house, on 
his bed. He did not reach Washicgton until just before the 
close of the session of Congress, but m season to determine by his 
■vote the fate of tlie tariff of 1857.' On the 4th of Marcli he was 
sworn as Senator for the second term, and on the 7th of March 
sailed for Havre m the Steamer Fulton. Still confident in his 
recuperative force, and underrating his injuries, his object was 
simply rest and recreation, rather than medical treatment. Afl^er 
some time in Paris, he travelled in France, Switzerland, England, 
and Scotland, including a stay in London. While in Edinburgh he 
became acquainted witli George Combe, the eminent phrenologist 
and physiologist, who, taking a strong interest in hb case, wrote 
to Sir James Clark, tlie Queen's physician, for his opinion upon it. 
The two united in advising against an early return to public duties ; 
hut Mr. Sumner felt constrained to try himself at Washington. 
Accordingly he resumed his seat at the beginning of tlie session, 
in December, 1857, only to find himself within the circumscrip- 
tions of an invalid. Witliout pretending to take part in business, 
he sought to be at hand to vote on important questions. At 
last he was admonished by a succession of relapses tliat he must 
make a more serious efibrt for recovery. On the 22d May, 1858, 
just two years tirom his original injuries, he sailed in the steamer 
Vanderbilt for Havre. His first purpose was to visit Switzerland, 
and there commence pedestrian exercise in the open air, begin- 
ning with a short distance and extending it daily, as the athlete, 
beginning with the calf, at last carried the ox ; but this idea pro- 
ceeded on a radical misconception of his case, which required re- 
pose rather than exercise. A medical friend to whom he com- 
municated tliis plan warned him against it, saying, curtly, " Then 
you 'II be a dead man ! " 

At Paris he first enjoyed the advice of Dr. George Hayward, 
the eminent surgeon of Boston, hut soon afterward came under the 
care of that remarkable physiologist and specialist. Dr. Brown- 
S^quard, who, afl«r a most careful diagnosis, reported that the 
blows on the head had taken effect, by amtre-coups, in the spine, 
producing disturbance in the spinal cord. To Mr. Sumner's in- 
stant inquiry as to the remedy, tlie Doctor replied, " Fire." The 

1 CoDKressional Globe, B4lh Cong. 8d SesB., Appendii, p. 356, February 
28, 186T. 
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resolution of the former was taken at once, and he asked, "When 
can jou apply it ? " " To-morrow, if jou please," said the Doc- 
tor. "Why not this aftflmoon?"said the patient; and that af- 
ternoon it was done by the moxa, which was followed by other 
applications, being seven in number, always without chloroform, 
wh'eli Mr Sumner declined to Uke. This was in June. During 
till painful t eatment he found solace in the study of enRravings, 
to ivh h fe de oted himself, according to the limitations of hia 
1 alth tl da ly assiduity, 

S me time n August he left Paris for the baths of Aix, in 
8a oy tamo f om antiquity, where he underwent still anotlier 
treat t by 1 ot and cold douches. Then traversing Switzer- 
land, he entered Germany by Venice and Trieste, visiting Vien- 
na, Berlin, and Munich. Eeachiiig Paris ia November, he was 
arrested in his proposed return to the Senate by a medical con- 
ference, in which Dr. Brown-Sequard, Dr. George Hay ward, and 
the eminent French practitioner. Dr. Trousseau, took part, all 
uniting agwnst it Leaving the excitements of Paris, he passed 
(he ensuing winter at Montpellier, in the South of Prance. Here 
he led a retired life I eing cupped on t! e apme daily an 1 p&fi n^ 
as many as eigl teer hours out of the twenty fo ir on the bed or 
<!Ota fin ling recreation in rea i n^ %nd so far as he could 1 1 tl p 
[ubhc lectu es at the college oi history and hterature Taking 
chantage of his impio^ed condition in the sprng he mide a 
humed vis t to Italy and then reported himself to Dr Brown 
"^quard at Pins who pronounced him well To tl e i arious 
tieatments alrealy mentioned he added sea laths at Havre dur 
injt the following A gu L At the opening of Congress in De- 
cenber Jt59 he was in his seit, ■nith i certi n con cioi'inpss 
of restored health although admonslied to enter ujon work 

Confeniporaiy reports in newspapers and letters illustrate the 
condition of Mr. Sumner at the time, and sometiiing of his frame 
of mind. 

A correspondent of the Boston Telegraph and Gkronide, under 
date of February 20, 1857, shows his occupations at tiie time he 
was struck down. 

" It was my good fortune to be a frequent caller upon Mr. Snmner 
during hia residence here. 1 always found hiiu atudiously devoted 
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to the duties of his office. He was one of tli« most iictive, hard-work- 
ing men in Congress. Down to the 22d tUiy of May, 1856, when he 
was so brutally assailed by the agent of the Slave Oligoichj, he had 
never been out of his seat a single day. It waa in this spirit of fidelity 
that he always discliarged Hs duties. If I may be pardoned in the 
exhibition of a littlo selfishness, I will acknowledge that it was in part 
the diseoTery of tlie fact that Mr. Sumner kept ft better run of all the 
pnblio bnaness before Congress than moat other members, that induced 
me, ea a member of tlie presa, to make more frequent calls upon Mm 
than perhaps I ahonld othei-wise have done. He was particulavly well 
posted on all questions of fora^n afl'airs, from the reception of Kossuth 
down to the important part thut he took in the Sound Dues of Denmark ; 
he was always enlightened on all propositions of general legislation, 
touching the judiciary, commerce, patents, the tariff, and everytiiing 
concerning the great interests of Massachusetts, 

" At the time he wns disabled, the Journal of the Senate will show a 
large mnnber of special propositions mtrodneed by him, among which 
was the proposition he has bi-onght forward annually for tlie revision 
and conaoUdation of the Statutes of the United Stales, which must yet 
prevail ; also for cheap ocean postage, another annual proposition ; 
alao for post-office orders, as a mode of transfer of money in email sums 
for the accommodation of the poor, —an idea recently adopted by the 
Honse Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Koada ; several propositions 
of amendment of Patent Law, particularly one to take off the heavy 
fees on foreign patents, in order to pave the way for a similar reduction 
abroad ; a bill altering the Commercial Law, so as to relieve ship- 
owneis of liability in the case of fire under certain circumstaneea ; a 
bill amending the Law of Copyright ; a bill providing for the regula- 
tion of possei^ers coming into the United States ; also a nhole group 
of bills for the improvement of the rivers and harbors of Masfjuhu 
setts, for the building of a Court-House and Poat-Offici. it Boston, 
Stc, &c. 

" Kone, except those who have had experience in Washmgton, and 
have had m inside view of the practical life of a Congieahmin can 
form a coireet idea of the vast amount of labor performed 1 y thpra 
which does not appear before the public Mr. Sumner's correspond 
ence was one of the largest in the Senate, — not confined to Massachn 
setts, but coming from every part of the country. He neglected noth 
ing." 

While Mr. Sumner was at Cresson, Mrs. Swisshelm, who saw 
hiui there, wrote a long letter on his condition, addressed to the 
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" He has all the impafeuce of ordinary men in illness, or in the 
prospect of restraint, and assures everybody that he ia doing veiy well, 
feels Tery well, is quite strong, and will aurely be able to go 1« Wash- 
ington in two weeks. Mr. Burlingame assures me, with tears in his 
eyes, that this is wliat he always said. Ever since his injury he has 
been going to he quite well in two weeks ; hut when he rises fram his 
chair, he takes hold of the table. Hia gait, at a iirst glance, appears 
that of a man of ninety years of age ; but, watching him awhile, I felt 
that it was the very kind of step one takes when creeping through a 
(Jarkened chamber under the influence of a paroxysm of nervous head- 
ache ; hot ha says, with a kind of iofty, ineredulous scorn, that his 
head do«s not ache 1 SometimcB he feela a pressure on the top of hia 
head, and it appears to hurt him when he walks ; but he will be i-eadj 
to go to Washington in two weeks. 

" Mr. Burlingame came on Friday evening, about ail o'clock, in com- 
pany with a gentleman and lady from Philadelphia. He had not. be- 
fore seen Mr. Sumner since the Brooks challenge, and we all sat to- 
getlier until after eleven o'clock, — there was so much to be told, and 
said, and explained. Without any personal resemblance, these two 
appeared together like father and son ; but I could give no idea of 
their interview, even so much of it as the sacredness of private con- 
Tersation would permit to be made public, in less than a column, and 
Mr. Sumner crowds everything from my thoughts Just now. When his 
friends left, he had no disposition to retire, and when he did, slept but 

"Those mistaken friends of his who would fain see Brooks killed or 
maimed would greatly distiBSS him, if any such killing or maiming 
were done by their agency. He shudders at the thought that Bwlin- 
game might have shot him, and appears to feel about as much resent- 
ment against him as I should feel toivard a tile which had fallen upon 
my head, I could not discern the slightest symptom of chagrin or 
mortification, — no sense of the dishonor which so many attaeli ta the 
blow unrevenged. 

"I asked him if he would have defended himself, if it had been 
possible ? 

"'Mostoertainly,' was the prompt reply, 'to the beat of my ability, 
and the last extremity.' 



H«,db,Googlc 



334 THE CRIME AGAIHST KANSAS. 

"To Dr. Jackson's eaggestion, that the same principle which per- 
mitted liim to defend himself, when attacked, should iDduee him to 
pnniah the olfence, he promptly explained the dift'erenoe between self- 
defence and revenge. He appears to have no idea, however remote, of 
personal enmity in the matter, — but if he was only able to deliver one 
more speech I His brain ia throbbing with pent thunderbolts, — and 
if he conld only get into the citadel of his foes, and hurl iliem hissing 
into their faces I Kansas, Kansas and her wrongs, if he could but 
light her battles ! He does not appear as if he knew how to be afraid, 
or could learn, if he tried for a lifetime. There is a lion look about him, 
and a courage which could not stoop to assault so fmil a thing as a 
human hody." 

A correspondent of the Springfield Bepuhliran, after describing 
a visit to Mr. Sumner, reports, under date of February 8, 1857 . — 

" I ventured after a time to speak to him of the outrage from whose 
effects came this ead weakness, and to express a wonder which I have 
always felt that serious commotions did not follow it. ' Oh, no,' he 
said. ' It was little, in comparison with daily occurrences. The poorest 
slaee is in danger of worse outrages every moment of his life.' " 

A correspondent of tlie Boston TravelUr reports, under date of 
February 20, 1858 : — 

"Much interest is felt, I find, among our friends in Massachusetts 
and elsewhere, to know the nature of Mr. Sumner's feelings toward the 
person who inflicted upon him so great a calamity, taking from him 
nearly two years of active life, and putting in jeopardy both his life 
and reason. Sharing this feeling, I have endeavored to leom the Sena- 
tor's sentiments on tlie subject. Yet I have never heard him utter one 
word from which T could even found a conjecture of them, though the 
matter has been referred to by myself, and by others in my hearing, in 
the course of conversation. Moreover, I have heard his privato secre- 
tary, who ivas hia nurse and watcher during the long, sultry days and 
ni^ta of Ills illness in Washington, remark tliat he had never heard 
the Senator apeak of the assault or the assailant, or in any way express 
any feeling on the subject. But I presume, however, tha* the feelings 
of Mr. Sumner are jnstly excitod against the cruel Slave Power, which 
originally instigated Mid has since sanctioned the assault." 

Mr. Sumner was constantly wrestling with his disability, and 
impatient under the necessary constraint. He longed to be at 
T7ork. Here friends exerted an adverse pressure. 
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Wendell Phillips wrote from Nahaiit, under date of July 13, 
1856: — 

" The rumor is, on all s des th t y p rpo reti ning lus soon as 
possible to your seat. All w t & 1, careful alika 

of you and the cause, to Tg y t t tt mpt taking your seat 

agMH this session. No such tep essarv E y ne here recog- 

nizes most fully and heart ly y t 1 d t Every one ia 

more than ready, anitious, to ai till firmed h alth and strength 
make it, not an elfort, but jIbiisui f y to ret m to yonr place. 
The only fear is lest yon bet ited to h rryba kbef your strength 
is fully restored. Nothing j d ill 1 t tl louths of jour- 

nals whose trade is lying a d t se It f t say and a hopeful 
sign of the times also, th t th se vil f 11 t tl gronnd utterly 
ineffectual and harmlesa. At lea t tl ily eanlt s indignation. 

Let this session go by. Be ur M ssa h sett II ^ve you six 






] work in. Y h d re tl y r shave it 



s fight, — enough t tiify 1 t mp t t spirit. Come 

home and rest. Come hom t t f jcara 1 crisis when we 

shall need yoa even more th w — wl y will be worth 

more, fiir more, than even now. The most ardent wish of all who 
love you is that you consider yourself: in so doing 'Ww you beat serve 

Hon. Schuyler Colfax ■wrote from Wasliington, under date of 
July 21, 1856: — 

" We miss you here very much, and, as I pass your recent lodgings, 
1 often regret that I cannot run up and bore you witli a few minutes' 
talk ; but I think, and such is the general feeling of all your friends, 
that yon ought not to think of resaming your seat this sesdon. The 
weather and the eicitenient will both be against you, if you do. 

" Besides, next December yon can resume tlmt expressively vacant 
seat with the proud oonsoioneness that the wand of the Oligarchy is 
broken, — or, if a different fortune ia reaeiTed for us, which I pray God 
to avert, to head the forlorn hope which is then to battle for the Right 
against the Fnriea which the triumph of the Wrong will let loose on us 
all. But you know best, and I will not presume U> advise. 

' ' I waa glad to hear the report of your Philadelphia physician. 
Which relieved the forebodings which I fear were preying on you ; and 
it confirms what an eminent physician wrote rae, that the action of the 
absorbent vessels would relieve you slowly, if you would abstain from 
all excitement and give them the opportunity." 
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Rev. William H. Furness, of Philadelpliia, wrote, under date of 
August 15, 1856: — 

" Dr. Wiater says, ' For God's soke don't let Mr. Sumner think of 
leaving the mouDtains till the 1st or 15th of Septeinher. ' I find that 
jpstei-day, when we wore jogging down the gorge, it was oppressively 
hot hero, and only last night came there a slight change. Dr. Wister 
is most positiae and earitesl in his o^aion that you should remain 
where you are. Yon will lose everything, if you quit that invigorating 
mountain air, and nm the hazard of being an invalid for months to 
eonie. ' It would be the extreme of foUj,' he says, ' to turn your back 
upon yonr present place.' " 

The venerable Josiah Quincy wrote from Quincy, under date of 
August 22, 1856 : — 

" I entreat you, my dear friend, not to think or act on public affairs 
until your health is firmly restored. You have time enough before you 
to perfect your duty to yonr eonnti'y, which you have ali'eady so glori- 
ously eommenoed. History will avenge you on your adversary, which 
not all the votes of all the slave-holders between the tropics can save 
from an infamy as lasting oa the history of our counliy. 

"God bless you, and preserve yon, and soon restore you to health, 
to your friends, and your country I " 

Wendell Phillips, under date of August 23, 1856, renewed his 
appeal ; — 

"I have talked with men of all parties, (on your case there is but 
one pai-ty worth naming,) and without a dissentient voice they deplore 
your anxiety to return this session to Washington. No man but urges 
me to write and make yon feel that yon have struck tits blow already, 
and that now our interests and that of the cause, as well as your own, 
and our hearts, too, demand of you to ' stand and wait.' I know you 
•^n make speeches worth dying for ; but let me teH you, just now to 
the nation's heart your empty chair can make a more fervent appeal 
thtui even you. The canvass goes well, the ' idea ' grows. We thank 
God that he has given ua such tests: now make our gnititnde unalloyed 
by building np yonr strength in silence and quiet for that fiercer strug- 
gle yet which lies before ua all. 

" I coiyure you, as you love Freedom, save yourself : we need you more 
in the future than now. You are not the best Judge." 

Hon. William H, Seward wrota from Auburn, under date of 
September 2i, 1856 ; — 
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" I wish tliHt I couU ixinvincfi you that it is ntsitlier necessary for the 
public nor would it he useful in any way to yourself to speak in this 
canvass, even if you should find yourself able. It belongs to others to 
do that work. You have suffered enough, even if yon had done noth- 
ing ; and yet what you have sufleved is only a conaec|uence of having 
done more than any other. 

"I believe with you that we shall sucseed in this election, and I 
earnestly hope for it. It is time that Freedom should have a decided 
triumph in order to coounend itself to a vacillating people." 

By such letters was Mr. Sumner somewhat soothed in the 
seeluBioa which had become a necessity. 

The same spirit animated hia frieads to the end follewing him 
to Europe, and wet h g th sympathy the severe med cal t eat- 
ment .idopted. W tl out tl e r co uteni ce 1 e ould not lave 
ventured to remaui so lo g abse t f om 1 s d tes He vould 
have resigned, or 1 a e re^ n ed t e at any 1 az 4 

In one of h s letters ece ved n Europe Mi Clae wrote as 
follows, under late of Ju e 10 ISoS 

"We learn from the newspapers that you have aubnxitted yourself 
to a moHt trying operation, and that the physicians give gooil hope of 
moat benelioiid results. Most earnestly do I hoi)e, in conunon with 
many thousand friends of human liberty and progress, tliat their best 
anticipations may be fully realized. I am anxious to hear your voice 
onee more in the Senate, mi'nijn spargens soman. 1 want to see the 
Oligai'chs and Serviles onee more cowering tmder your whukes of des- 
potism and servility. 

"It Is amazing to see to what depths of baseness some of the parHsan 
presses in the interest of the Oligarchy will descend. Hot content 
with half vindications of the assassination attempted upon you, several 
have had tlie infinite meanness to repi'eaent you aa playing a part all 
the while you have been Buffering from tJie effects of the assault. When 
will men leani decency ? 

" Oh, if yott shall be only able to take your seat again next winter 
in yout f\ill vigor \ There is no one who hates the wrong of Slavery in 
its principle aa you do ; I should except Durkee." 

Mr. Wilson wrote as follows, under date of October 19, 1858. 

" We are all anxious about you. Get well, if ]iossil>le, and do not 
trouble yourself about your duties as a Senator. Do not attempt to 
take your seat, unless your health will allow you to do it. The session 
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will he a short one, and we can gut on without you. Take time, if you 
require it, and let the next session go. Our friends will stand by you, 
if you do not feet aUe to take your seat next session. I feel confident 
that our friends desire above all things that you shall be able to kee]) 
your seat, and they will be pleased to have you adopt the course most 
conducive to tlio recovery of your health. If your health will be im- 
proved by continuing in Europe for months longer, pcay take the time. 
This is my advice to you. I hope, howevei', yon wiU be able (o retarn 
to your home and your seat tJiis winter, with health and vigor, able to 
engage once more in tlie battles for the great cause for which you 
have suffered so much and so long." 

Sustained by this testimony, and that of other friends, Mr. Sum- 
ner submitted to the medital advioe which postponed return to 
his public duties. 

The authentic diagnosis of the case in its early stages is here 
preserved. 

"CASE OF HON. CHARLES SUJINER.l 

■' Read before the Boaton Society for Medital ImproTemeiK, December Ifi, 1BB6. 

"By Mahshall S. Perry, JI. D., of Boston. 

"The assault was made upon Mr. Sumner in the Semite of the 
United States, on Thuradav, May 22d. The fii'st blow produced in- 
sensibility. It is not certain how many blows he received : they weie 
many. He bled profusely, and fell insensible on the floor. When he 
was removed to tlie anteroom, it was thonght he could not survive. 
His wounds were dressed by Dr. Boyle. Ha had two gashes on tlie 
back of tlie head, one above each ear, about two or two and a half 
inches in length. These gashes went through the scalp to the bone, 
which was laid bai'e, but it is supposed not fractured. Besides these, he 
had bruises on the face, on the back of each hand, and on the arms. 

" From the tinie of tlie attack until the Monday following, no serious 
symptoms manifested themselves, except some pain and soreness in the 
head, and nervousness. Tuesday morning he had moiw pain, and in 
the afternoon he was quite feverish. During the night the pain be- 
taime very violent, and when I saw him, eaily on Wednesday, for the 
fii'st time profesMonally, he had a high fever, pulse 104, intense pain 
in the head, oyea suffused, and extreme nervousness. Tlie scaip above 
the right ear was inflamed, having the appearance of erysipelas. This 

1 Boston Medical and SurgicalJoumal, Vol. LV. pp. 117-421, December 
25, 1856. 
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iiillammation cstended to the glands of the ncek, wliii^h were swollen and 
tender to the touch. On examination, it vas found that jius hail 
formed under the ecdp, wliioh eseaped readily on opening the wound, 
wiiich had been closed over with collodion hy Dr. Boyle. Mr. Sumner 
had sutfered so much during the last ten hours, that he had become 
very much exliausted. He was put under the influence of opium, the 
wound was poulticed, and perfect rest enjoined. For three days he 
waa in a eritieal situation. The local inflammation, the danger of poi- 
son from the absoi-ption of pus, and the extreme nervous exhaustion 
made it a formidable case. At the end, however, of this time, he ap- 
peared to be out of immediate danger. 

" The wound on the left side of the head healed by first intention 
It was several weeks before that on the light side closed over During 
this time he was very weak, had some fever, especially when excited, 
and was confined mostly to his bed. He did not at that time complaiu 
of much pain in Us head, but, as the wound healed after several weeks, 
he had neuralgic pain in the back of the head, coming on in paroxj sms. 
As these passed away, he had a feeling of oppressive weight or pivssuie 
of the brain, which waa increased when excited or engaged in convei-sa- 
tion. He desoiihed it as " a fifty-six pounds weight " upon liis heail. 
At the same time he lost flesh and strength, his appetite was irregular, 
and his nighta wakeful, — sometimes lying awake all night, or, when 
sleeping, disturhed. He had also increased sensibility of the spinal cord, 
and a sense of weakness in the small of the back. These were developed 
by walking, and every step he took seemed to produce a shock upon 
the brain. His walk was irregular and uncertain, and after slight ef- 
forts he would lose almost entire control of the lower extremities. 

"In this condition he was advised by Dr. Lindsly, of Washington, to 
remove from that place to some mote quiet spot. He accordingly came 
to Fhiladelpliia, and there called upon Dr. Wister for advice. Moun- 
tain air and complete seclusion were recommended ; but Mr. Sumner 
undertook first to try the sea air, and went to Cape May. Here he 
was very weak, so that he was unable to bathe, and he finally left with- 
out any sensible improvement. On the recommendation of Dr. Wister, 
he went to Cresson, in the Allegliany Mountains, While there he waa 
in the family of Dr. E. M. Jackson, and under his medical direction. 

The following letters, received from Drs. Wister and Jackson, de- 
scribe Mr. Sumner's condition while under theit caie. 

" ' PHlLADELPniA, Oct. 14, ^l>r,S. 

"'Dr. M. S. Pehrtt — 
'■ ' Dbab Sir, — It gives me much pleasure to reply to your note of inquiry 
the health of Mr. Sumner. 
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"'Ton nre perfectly sware of the condition of Sir. Sumner wliPn lie 
readied tliis city on the 9tli of July, — a condition of extreme nenous ex- 
liaustion, his circulation feeble, and in fact every vital power alBrmiiigly 
snnken. At that time his ?tspB were feeble and tottering, as in extreme old 
age; ha complained of constant pain iu the back and lower extremities, — in 
the latter it was a tirad and weary Keusation ; and lie hod a sense of constric- 
tion and presEure about Cb« head. At tbat time his pulse was quick and 
small, appetite languid, and his sleep broken, disturbed, and unrefresliing. 
All the above conditions were heightened by exertion, either nieutal or 
physical. I cjuld find no evidence of organic disea^. 1 understood Mr. 
Sumner to be !u that state of extreme neirvous exhaustion trora n-hidi men 
are mantlia, and at times even years; in being fblly restored. 

" ' Mr. Sumner has done eminently well. His present slate is but a 
shadow of that above described ; and although none of the features of the 
past are lost^ they are only evident when imprudent exertion, mental or 
physical, shall call them up. Within the limits of exertion of an ordinary 
vetirad gentleman, Mr. Sumner improves daily, and all his powers improva, 
with a Steady progress towards perfect health. Indiscretion brings on mor- 
bid wakeftilness, and, in the recurring outline nf his former condition, ad- 
moiiisbes bini, tliat, though recovering, he is still in risk. 

" ' With much respect, truly yonrs, 

" ' Cabtab Wister.' 



" ' You Hsk for a brief report of the case of the Hon. Charles Sumner, as It 
came under my observation during his visit and stay on the Alleghany 
Klonntaiu in Pennsylvania. Mr. Sumner came to Cresson on the 3d of Au- 
' gust last. On his arrival, he had the appearance of a man who had been 
sick for a long time, and was stiil extremely unwell. Careful observations 
and examinations of the case, for some time, revealed the following appear- 
ances and symptoms. 

" ' The lips were pole, showing a watery condition of the blood, evinced 
also by general pallor of the c-iuntenanoe and flnbbiness of the solids. The 
action of the heart and arlerias was weak, the pulse being slow and languid. 
On the surface of the head tha integuments showed a slight redness around 
the cicatrices of the recently healed outs, — also soma morbid sensibility on 
pressure. Effocta at walking gave a tottering and uncertain gait, as if from 
partial paralysis (say threatened paraplegia), — the steps being short and 
unsteady, the muscles evidently not under the complete control of the will, 
the limbs even giving way partially. The slightest exertion was followed 
by lassitude quite dlsproportloned to the efforts. His nights were tVequently 
passed in a state of morbid wakei^ilness and general nneasinesa. The ac- 
tion of the brain was always followed by a sense of weight and dull throb- 
bing pain in the head. This result Invariably followed even the shghtest 
mental effort of writing a common letter of business. 

1 This letter was addressed to Hon. H. Wilson. 
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" ' Tlie oiitire chain of symptoms soon pointed to the head ftiid spine m 
the seat of a highly morbid condition. The contents of the other cavities of 
the body seemed normaL As no regular medical report had been given me 
of the case before its arrival at the Mountain, its original condition after the 
Bssanlt had tobeinfevredth>mpresent inspection, witiiont the history of its 
progress. From this it was clearly evident that the brain and sphial cord 
had beett the seat of a graVe and formidable lesion. As the fii«t violent 
symptoms hait passed off, the consequences of which, veiled and obscure, 
ware the only evidence by which the cose could be read, it was clearly 
apparent that its present pathological oondithin was of a most sflrions char- 
acter, and had been preceded by impending danger to life. Fiom all tiie 
facts it was evident that from the blows upon t)ie skull there must have 
been either congestion, or concussion followed by congestion, or positive in- 
flammation of the brain or its investing membranes, in this case. Actual 
fhicture is not at all necessary to this result. In Hope's Pathological Anat- 
omy wa have the following statement: " In several cases of fracture of the 
skull, and in soma of injury of the scalp alone f !), I I'^ve fomid pus, either 
liquid or of a pasty consistence, between the bone and the dura mater, and 
adhering to both." Thus inflammation and its products on tha interior of 
the Bknll proceed from " injuries qfihe acrdp ofone." The injury occurring 
In a sulyect of a highly impressible and dalicale nervoos temperament, at a 
time in which tha central oi^jan of the nervous system was exhausted by 
excessive mental tension for days and nights of severe effort, carried with it 
impending destruction. The insidious dai^r of the first injury was now 
only to be estimated by its threatening consequences at the stage of progress 
of the case when it arrived at the Mountain. AD too plainly marked by 
fearful features tha true character of the effects of tlie assault in the Senate, 
and plainly showed their fatal tendencies in the condition of the man. At 
this stage of the case, whatever might have been or might now be the con- 
dition of the suffering internal organs, debility and exhaustion of life was 
manifestly the clearest phenomenon visible. 

'"This was accompanied with an interrupted action of the muscles of 
voluntary motion, great weakness of the loins, inability to protract beyond 
a few minutes any mental effort without pain, weight and uneasiness in the 
head, together with soreness in the region of the cervical vertebrte; all of 
which symptoms, taken together, demonstrate a case ravaged by severe dis- 
ease m the great nervous centre, and showing in that region still a highly 
pathological condition of parts. All the symptoms being of a depressed 
order, exhaustion and weakness predominating h) all the functions, the clear 
indication in the case was to reenergiae the man in every way and by every 
influence. This, it seemed, would be most elTectnally secured by a judi- 
cious diet, mild tonic agents, constant exercise in the open tjr on horseback 
or in a carriage, and by cessation of all active efibrts of the diseased parts, 
and a graduA stringing up and intonation of the whole body under the in- 
fluence of mountain air, mountain water, and change of climate. Within 
five weeks, the efieots of this treatment were marked and clearly visible to 
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all. So emphatic were they in the conBciousnesa of Mr. Sumner, that he 
could not ha persuaded he was still an invalid, aad not almost well and 
re]tdj for the Beld of active operations. He left the Mountain prsmatarely, 
before he was hardened and his body restored to Its normal tone. This iras 
dona contrary to my urgent advice and entreaties. It was clearly apparent^ 
that, with one more month of the bracing inflaences of the Mountain, he 
would have been much better than at present, and the perfect final restora- 
tion of the Senatoc'9 health greatly tkoilituted. 
" ' Yours truly, 

"' E. Jl. Jacssos. 
"• Ceesso-n, Nov. 12, 1S66.' 

"Since Mr. Siunnet's return to Boston, hii has been {r™lually im- 
proving. He haa foUowed n rigid system of exercise in tlie open, air, 
and carefully avoided all intellectual excitement. Theypressura in his 
head, or sensation of weight, which formerly came on aft«r the slight- 
est mental or physical exertion, and which was very oppressive, ia now 
felt only after great fatigue, or considerable effort of the mind. He 
Btai complains, after sitting up for a long time, of pain in his baelt ; 
and when he rises from his bed or chair, he finds at first some dif- 
ficulty in using the muscles of the lower extremities, but after walking 
a short time they become quite flexible and under the complete control 
of the will. His appetite is good, he sleeps much better than he did, 
and is gaining flesh and strength. 1 see no reason why he may not en- 
tirely recover, unless he allows himself too soon t» enter upon his Sen- 
atorial duties. He has already assumed the external appearance of 
health. Time and mental repose will do the rest. 

" I think it is imposwble to decide with absolute certainty what the 
pathological condition of Mr, Sumner's brain has been ; but I am in- 
clined to the opinion of Dr. Jackson, ' that the brain, as well as the 
spinal cord, has been the seat of some serious lesion.' The long con- 
tinued sense of weight in his head, the pain along the spine, the par- 
tial loss of power in the lower extremities, tie loss of flesh during the 
first three months after the attack, and the wakefulness, without any 
afiection of the mind, would lead, I think, to this conclusion. Had the 
patient died, a post-mortem examination would have determined conclu- 
sively the character of the injury ; but we can only make am approxi. 
nation to a true appreciation of the case by a cautious interpretation of 
the symptoms." 

This dif^osis does not extend beyond December, 1856. Subse- 
quent newspapers contain notices of the case. The diagnosis, at a 
later day, by Dr. Brown-Seqiiard, haa never been published 
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"WHATEVER MASSACHTTSBTTS CAK GIVE, LET IT ALL 
GO TO SUFFEKING KANSAS." 

TELEOiiApnic Despatch to Boston, Juke 6, ISofi. 



On the 3d of June, 1866, a resolution for the relief of Kansas ffdled 
in the Massachusetts Legislatote, mainly, it was aUeged, through the 
hostihty of Governor Gardner. On the next day a message fiuni the 
Governor was received by the Lejpslature, recommending the payment 
of the expense of the illness of Mr. Sumner. This was followed in the 
Senate by a resolution to the same effect. On learning these proceed- 
ings, Mr. Sumner dictated the following telegraphic despatch, which 
was signed by his immediato representative in Congress. 

WAsniiiOTOx, June 6, 18B6. 

ME. SUMNEE has ji^t learned the recommenda- 
tion of Governor Gardner that the Common- 
wealth should assume the expense of his illness. He 
desires me to telegraph at once his hope that the 
recommendation will not be pressed. In no event can 
he accept the allowance proposed, and Mr. Sumner 
adds, "Whatever Massachusetts can give, let it all go 
to suffering Kansas." 

Anson Bubungamk 
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REFUSAL TO RECEIVE TESTIMONIAL 

IN APPROBATION OP KANSAS SPEECH. 
Letter to a Committee in Boston, June 13, 18&6. 



Immediatelt aftPr tlie assault on Mr. Sumner a subscription was 
Etarted for a testimonial to him. The terms of the paper were as 
follows. 

" Being dasirons of expreMing to the Hon. Charles Sumner, in aome per- 
manent and appropriate form, onr admiration of his spotiess pubiio and 
private character, of oar iively gratitude for his dauntless courage in the 
defence of Freedom on the floor of Congress, and especially our unqualified 
approbation of his speech in behalf of Free Kansas, delivered in the Senate 
on the 20th of Slay last, — a speech charactBrized by oompreliensive knowl- 
edge of the subject, by logical acnleness, and by Spartan intrepidity in ttie 
cliastlsement of iniquity, for which he has wellnigh lost his life at the 
brutal and cowardly hands of the creature for which (thanks to the rarity 
of its appearance) (ha English tongue has as yet no appropriate name, — 
wo deem it alike a privilege and an honor to participate in offering him 
some suitable token of our aantiments. For this purpose we subscribe the 
Bums set opposite onr names." 

Among the early signers were the Teneiahle Josiah Qnincy, Henry 
W. Longfellow, Jared Sparks, F. D. Huntington, R. H. Dana, Jr., 
Edward Everett, Edwin P. Wliipple, Alexander H. Bice, Charles Hud- 
Eon, Charles Francis Adams, Nathaniel B. Shnrtleff, Charles A, Phelps, 
Amasa Walker, William Claflin, Eli Thayer, and George Bliss. 

Mr. Snmner was on his bed when he heard of this purpose. He at 
once dictated the following letl«r. 

"Washingtoit, June 13, 1858. 

MY DEAR SIR, — The papers speak of a token 
planned by you, in approbation of my recent 
speech exposing the Cri-me against Kansas. Pardon 
3 of any direct information, I say to 
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you franldy that I cannot allow this flattering project 
to proceed further. 

It is enough for me that you and your generous 
associates approve what I said. Such sympathy and 
support in the cause, of which I am a humble repre- 
sentative, is all that I ask for myself, or am -willing to 
accept. But the cause itself has constant claims ou us 
all. And I trust you wiU not deem me t<io bold, if I 
express a desire that the contributions intended for the 
testimonial to me may be applied at once, and without 
abatement of any kind, to the recovery and security of 
Freedom in Kansas. 

Por this I spoke in the Senate, and I shall be proud 
to regard these contributions thus applied as my words 
hardened into deeds. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, with much regard. 

Very faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumner. 
Carlos Pierce, Esq. 



This letter was laid before a meeting of the EubsCTibers in Mercnntile 
Hall, with Eev. F. D. Huntington, afterwards Bishop of the Western 
Diocese of Hew York, in the chair. A contemporary newspaper re- 
cords what ensued. 

"A beantifnl design of the testimonial which it had been proposed to 
oftbr Mr. Sumner whs nlso submitted to the meeting. It was to haye been 
B mflBsive and eluborate silver vnse, two feet in heiglit, and was planned by 
Messrs. Bailey, Eettell, and Chapman. Upon its summit was v. figure 
representing Charles Sumner holding hia Kansas speech in liis right hand. 
On either side were the figures of Justice and Freedom, Drowning him with 
a wreath of laurels. A winged genius sits at his feet, and is inscribing his 
name on a tablet. Figures representing Victory are upon the arms of the 
vase, liernlding the triumph of Freedom. Above the inscription to Mr. 
Sumner, and in the centre, was the coat of arms of Massachusetts. On the 
foot of the vase was the coat of arms of tlie nation, between masks and 
appropriate emblems of Liberty and Slavery. 
15 • 
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" Although all were unwiliing to abandon Ihia favorite plan of expressing 
to Mr. Sumner by a Bobstantial token their sympathy and their support, 
jet they were of the opinion that his letter left them no choice in llie mat^ 
tar, and, after discussing many plans for the diBpositioti of Che funds already 
Mised, the suggestion of Mr. Sumuer was uiianimoualy adopted by tlie fol- 
towing resolves. 

" ' Seiolved, That the Secretary of this meeting be iiistnioted to subscriha 
the amount of funds in his hands to aid tlie causa of Fmedora in Kaniai, 
In the nama of Hon. Charles Sumner. 

" ' SeiolBed, That the subscribers be notified by the Secretary of the above 
vote, and have leave to withdraw their subscriptions.' 

" Tha amount Already gnbscribeil is one thousand dollars, and by Iha 
action of the meeting Mr. Sumner's noble and eloquent speech has ' hard- 
ened Into daads,' for which we hope many a poor anftferer in Kansas will 
long have occasion to blasa his memory." 

The resolutions of the meeting were communicated to Wr. Sumner 
by fjie Chairman in the following letter. 

" Cambcidge, June 26, 1866. 

"Mt dear Sir, — Ton have already been made acqmiinted with the 
earnest movement of some of your host of friends in this quarter to convey 
to you B tangible evidence oftheir profound esteem for your character, and 
their enthusiastic admiration of your conduct The arrival of your gener- 
ous letter stopped their proceedings. At your own request one thousand 
dollars will go to Kansas instead of to yon. 

" At tha public meeting where this decision was taken, I was directed, 
ns being Chairman, to acquaint yon with the acquiescance of the sub- 
scribers to the teslamonial in your wishes, and to assure you that all your 
motives in this act, and thronghout the recent signal and portentous events, 
are by ns fully appreciated and honored. I will not add to your fatigues, 
nnd to the crowd of communications which must be pouring in upon yon, 
by a long communication. Your name is inseparably and nobly associated 
with tha history of Freedom, In America and In tha worid, henceforth. 
We confide in you for the future. We thank you for the past We suppli- 
cate, in your behalf, from tlie Almighty Source of Good a rapid restoration 
ofyourhealth and strength, and evar-incrensinn powers of will, of faitli, of 
action, and of speech, in the infinite service of Hnmanity. 

" Yon will believe, ny dear Sir, that my personal feelings go undivided 
into these assurances of good-will. 

" I beg you to account ma, now as always, 

" Your faithful friend and servant, 

" F. D. HgHTIMGTOH. 

"Hon. Chakles Summer." 
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The Mlon-ijig estract from a letter of Mrs, Lydia ilaria Chill tie 
muoii-Joved and always popular author, shows how this act waa re 
garded at the time. 

" Your latter declining the testimonial proffered by your native Common 
wealth pleased me more than anything yoD ever did. I had prev ously 
said, 'I hope Massachusetts will express lier gmtitade toward him w tli 
princely magniflcence, and I hope he will transfer the gift to Kansas that 
would be morally grand on b<nh sides.' And Mr. ChQd answered Depen 1 
upon it, be juill do it. Nothing could bo more characteristic ol the man 
That letter and Mr. Wilson's answer to the challenge bate levived my 
early faith in human nature. It is impossible to caiculala the salutary 
influence of such examples." 
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APPEAL FOE THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES. 

Letter to the Repdbi.icas ConiMirrEE at Bostos, 
June 21, 1856. 



The selection ol i P lullicaii ran lidate for the Presidency gave rise 
to the customary JitLUBSion in the newspapers, in the coui'se of which 
the Ifcv! York Tribune, nnder date of June 6, 1856, expi'essed itaelf as 
follows, 

" The People's Convention, which aaserahles nt Phihdelphia on the ITth 
instant, will be culled first to decide this question C n Ji ^poa nlsof 
Blavery Extemion elect Jehotmoever they iiuiy diooie t n nnt ? If n a 
carBflil comparison of views, this question can be fid tl rel in 

tha afSrmative, we liave nest to consider who, by 1 m t f tl ful, 

protmcted, unswerving service to the canse, hna d m t f th tri- 
umph of Humanity and Impartial Freedom; and n th t w b t three 
namea can be seriously considered, namely, those of ^ H Se kd, 

ofNew Yorlc, Saljiob P. CHASB,of Ohio,and Charles buiisEn, of Massa- 
ohusetts. They are ail capable, reliable, and deserving, and either ofthem 
would worthily fill the highest ofHoe in the Republic. We will not weigh 
their respective claims, but we shsll support to the utmost of our ability 
whichever (if either) of them shall be nominated." 

The Eapnhlioan Fational Convention assemhled at Philadelphia, 
June 17, 1866, and chose Henry 8. Lane, of Indiana, as presiding 
officer. At an informal ballot for President there were 359 votes for 
John C. Fremont and 196 for John McLean ; Hew Yorlt also gave two 
votes for Mr. Sumner and one for Mr. Seward. Mr. Fremont was 
thereupon nominated unanimously. At an informal hallot for Vice- 
President there were 259 votes for William L. Daj'ton, 110 for Abraham 
Lincoln, 46 for N. P. Banks, 43 for David Wilmot, 33 for Charles 
Sumner, 15 for Jacob Collamer, 9 for John A. King, 8 for S. C. 
Pomeroy, 7 for Thomas Ford, 5 for Henrj' Wilson, 4 for Cassius M. 
Clay, 3 for Henry C. Carey, 3 for J. E. . Giddiogs, 2 for W,- F. John- 
ston, and 1 for A. C. M. Pennington. On a formal hallot, Mr. Dayton 
was nominated unanimously. 
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Mr. Sumner, who was at the time a gnesi of Francis P. Blair, at hia 
place near Washington, addreaseii the foUowmg letter to a meeting at 
Faneuil Hall, in Boston, for the rfttiication of the nominations. 



SiLVEE Spking (near Washington), June 21, 1856. 

MY DEAR SIE, — I am not strong enough for pub- 
lic speakii^, even if I were strong enough for a 
journey to Boston. Besides, my duties in the Senate 
have the first claim upon me, and to them I must 
give my first returning strength. Therefore am T con- 
strained to decline the invitation with which you liave 
honored me. 

But I am strong enough to send from my present 
retreat a brief expression of cordial concurrence in the 
nominations made by the People's Convention at Phil- 
adelphia, and also of the gladness with which I shall 
support them, by voice and vote, with mind and heart. 

I have long honored Colonel Fremont for his genius 
in geographical enterprise, his eminent intelligence, his 
manly fortitude, his perfect integrity, and Ms easy com- 
mand of men, — swaying to his oivn beneiieent purpose 
even the savages of the forest, while Nature hereelf, in 
her winter fastnesses, bowed before his march. It is 
well, at this moment, when a Great Crime is instigated 
and sustained by the National Government, that such 
a man, with courage which will not be questioned, and 
with sensitiveness to r^ht which will not rest, should 
be summoned to grapple with the wrong-doers. And 
permit me to say that I find no force in the objec- 
tion that he has never been a politician. 

Your candidate for Vice-President is worthy to enjoy 
the same enthusiastic support. As lawyer, as judge, 
and as Senator, Mr. Dayton has been conspicuous for 
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cliaracter and ability; and I rejoice to believe that he 
■will soon have a lai^er field of activity, where these 
can be employed for the good of our common country, 
■while the Senate, which is the stronghold of Human 
Slavery, will be compelled to i-eceive as its presiding of- 
ficer a representative of Human Freedom. 

But better even than the candidates is the Declara- 
tion of Principles, under which we now go forth to con- 
quer. Such a Declaration, promulgated by such a Con- 
vention, is in itself the heginning of victory. Strong 
in simplicity and truthfulness, it must prevail just so 
soon as it is comprehended. It expresses objects which 
should enlist the Conservative, wliile they enlist the 
Eeformer, — which should rally all who turn with re- 
spect to the example of the Fathers, while they rally 
all who are fiUed with aspirations for a brighter future 
on earth. It proposes to save Kansas from the revolt- 
ing usurpation established in that fair Territory, and 
in this good work it joins issue with the Slave Oli- 
garchy, now swaying our whole coimtry; so that, in 
saving liansas, we shall necessarily overthrow this Des- 
]jotism, and save ourselves. For support, it appeals 
to all, without distinction of party, who love their coun- 
try. It appeals to the true Democrat, whose democracy 
is founded on the recognition of Human Kights ; it ap- 
peals to the true Whig, who is animated by that hatred 
of despotic power which inspired those who earliest 
wore the name ; it appeals to the true American, who 
is ready to forget all other cLuestions for the sake of 
union to save Liberty endangered; and it appeals to 
the foreign-born, who, rejoicing in the privileges of 
American citizens, will not hesitate to join in this holy 
endeavor to vindicate them against the e 
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an Oligarchy worse than any tyranny from which they 
have fled. In thia appeal all former differences are for- 
gotten, wMLo men, 

" Erewhile that stood aloof, as shy to meet; 
Familiar mingle here, hke sister streams 
That some rude interposing rock bas spKL" 

In this contest there is every motive to union, and 
also every motive to exertion. Now or never ! now and 
forever! — such was the ancient -war-cry, which, em- 
broidered on the Irish flag, streamed from the Castle 
of Bubhn, and resounded through the whole island, 
arousing a generous people to new stru^le for ancient 
rights ; and this war-cry may be fitly inscribed on our 
standard now. Arise now, or an inexorable slave-driv- 
ing Tyranny will he fastened upon yov.. Arise now, and 
Ziberty will be secured forever. 

Present my regards to your associates in the good 
cause, and believe me, my dear Sir, 

Always faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumnee. 
Sbtu Weed, Jb., Esq. 
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LONGIN& FOE EESTOMTIOK TO ACTIVE DUTIES, 

WITH APPEAL TO THE YOUNG MM OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 



CnEssoN, Alleriiany Mountains, Pa., 
August 5, 1863. 

DEAH SIU, — I wish that I coiild be with the 
young men of Massachusetts at their proposed 
Convention, but I am so feeble stiU tliat I am con- 
strained to turn away from all temptations and oppor- 
tunities of labor. In writing this letter I infringe a 
rule prescribed by my physician. 

We have been told that " the duties of life are more 
than life"; and I assure youthat'the hardest part of my 
present lot is the enforced absence ftom public dvities, 
and especially from that seat where, as a Senator from 
Massachusetts, it is my right, and also my strong desire 
at this moment, to be heard. But in the coolness of 
the mountain retreat where I now am, I begin to gather 
hope of returning strength, — if too tardily for the per- 
formance of any public duties during the session of 
Congress now about to close, yet in season to take part 
in the rally of the people for the protection of Liberty 
in Kansas, and for the overthrow of the oHgarchical 
Tyranny which now degrades our EepubHc. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



lONGIXG FOIt EESTOEATION TO ACTIVE DUTIES. 353 

Meanwhile I commifc the cause wbjcli we have at 
heart to the generoiis sympathies of the people, who 
■will surely rise to smite the oppressor. Especially do 
I invoke the young. They are the natural guardians 
of Liberty. Thus lias it been throughout all history; 
and never before in history did Liberty stand iu greater 
need of their irresistible aid. It is the youug who give 
spontaneous welcome to Truth, when she first appears 
an unattended stranger. It is the young who open the 
soul with instinctive hospitahty to the noble cause. 
The young men of Massachusetts act under natural im- 
pulses, when they step forward as body-guard of the 
Eepublican party. 

Tlie great discoverer Harvey, on announcing the cir- 
culation of the blood, was astonished to find that no 
person ufward of forty received this important truth. 
The young only embraced it. More fortunate than 
this discovery, our cause rallies in its support alike the 
expenence of age and the ardor of youth ; but it is in 
the glowing embrace of the young that it finds assur- 
ance of victory. 
■ Were I able to make myself heard throughout the 
land, I would say to the young men everywhere who 
truly love Liberty : " Your candidate has been the re- 
nowned pioneer of civihzation in unsettled wastes: 
associate yourselves with him now as pioneers of lib- 
erty in the National Government ; help him unfurl at 
Washington the flag which he first unfurled on the 
peaks of the Eocky Mountains; and be copartners 
with him in the glory of redeemiug our beloved 
country," 

Present to the young men of Massachusetts, whom 
you represent, the assurance of my sincere interest in 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



854 LOSGISG FOE EESTOKATION TO ACTIVE DUTIES. 

their happiness and welfare, and believe mc, my dear 
Sir, with much regard. 

Faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumser. 

George H. Hoyt, Esq., of tlie Committee, &c. 
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APPEAI TO THE EEPDBLICASS Or EIODB ISIASD. 

LeTTEH to a CoMMltTEE, Septeicbeu 4, 1856. 

Cbesson, Alleghany Mountains, Pa., 



DEAE SIE, — Were I well, I should regard your 
letter a^ a summons. But I am still in the hands 
of physiLians by ifthom I am carefully warned gainst 
all public eftort Most reluctantly, at this period of 
our country s tiial, do I submit. 

Accept tor the Convention which will assemble at 
Providence my best wishes. Let it apply itself with 
earnestness, diligence, and singleness of purpose to the 
rescue ot oui fail land from the tyranny which now 
d^rades it. Here is room for all, — the aged and 
the young, the Conservative and the Reformer. Surely, 
Ehode Island, if not utterly disloyal to herself, if not 
utterly disloyal to New England civihzation, if not 
utterly disloyal to the EepubHc of which she consti- 
tutes a part, will rise up as one man and insist that 
Kansas shall be secured to Liberty, and that the Slave 
Oligarchy shall be driven from its usurped foothold in 
the National Government, At all events, this State, 
first planted by the Author of Eehgious Freedom, will 
see that Human Eights do not suffer through the votes 
of her children. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

Chakles Sujixeb. 
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CONTEIBDTION TOE KANSAS. 

Letter to Messrs. Grreley and McElrath, of the ITew York 
TuiiiuNE, Skptewbkii 23, 1850. 



Messrs. Greeley axd McElrath: — 

I HAVE watched %vith inteiest your generous fund 
for the relief and liberation of Kansas, now insult- 
ed, trodden down, torn, and enslaved by the President of 
the United States, acting as the tool of the tyrannical 
Slave Oligarchy. To other funds for this important 
charity I have already given according to my small 
means ; but, as a constant reader of the " Tribune," I 
cannot miss the oppoi'tunity which you afford to protest 
■anew against an unparalleled Crime, and to contribute 
anew to its mitigation. Please to accept the check 
which I enclose for one hundred dollars. I wish it 
were more, when so much is needed. 

Believe me. Gentlemen, your faithful soi"vant, 

ClIAELES SUMKER. 
Philadelphia, September 23, 1856. 
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REGRET FOR COKTINDED DISABILITY. 

Letter to Hon. Lewis D. Cami'Ijeli,, of Omo, Septemtser 24, 1856. 



Hasiilton, JlondHy, September 39, 1869. 
Ebitoes op tub CrxcrsyATi Gazette; — 

Tens of tlioiisajids of the Friends of Freedom were aimous to meet 
Senator Sumner at this place on Friday Inat. llaJiy went airay disap- 
pointed. I had asanred the Committee of AiTangcmente, that, if the 
state of hia health pemiittfid, he would attend the meetiiig. 

I have just reEeived the enclosed private letter, wMeh I venture to 
band for puhlication, that those who were disappointed may nnder- 
Htand and appn;oiat« the cause of his non-attendance. It ia in answer 
to a letter in which I urged Mr. Sumner to spend a fortnight in the 
Miami Valley for recreation, and to appear at the Hamilton meeting, 
even if his health should not permit him to siienk. 
Teiy truly yoiii's, &o. 

Lewis D. Cai 



Philadelpitia, 'Wednesday, September 24, I85S. 

MY DEAR SIE, — Your letter of the 9tli of Sep- 
tember, after travelling to Boston, at last found 
me here, where I am stiE detained under medical treat- 
ment, away from my home, which I have not visited 
since I left it at the beginning of the late session of 
Congress, now ten months ago. 

With sorrow inexpressible, I am still constrained to 
all the care and reserve of an invalid. More tlian four 
months have passed since yon cki^ped my liand as I 
(ay bleeding at the Senate Chamber, and my system 
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13 even now so far from the firmness of health that 
any departure fmrn the prescribed rule is sure to occa- 
sion a relapse. I could not reach Ohio except by slow 
stages; and were I there, I should not have the sanction 
of my physician in exposii^ myself to the excitements 
of a public meeting, even if I said nothing. This is 
hard, very hard, for me to bear; for I long to do some- 
thing at this critical moment for the cause. What is 
life without action ? 

For a while, at least, I must leave to others the pre- 
cious satisfaction of laboring for Liberty and the re- 
demption of our country. Bat I have the comfort of 
knowing that never before was I so little needed. 

God bless Ohio for her glorious testimony already, 
and her more glorious promises ! 

Believe me, my dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumnbe. 

Eon. Lewis D. Campbell, Hamilton, Ohio. 
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EFJECT OF A TOTE FOR BUCIIAKAN: 
APPEAL TO THE KEPDBLICASS OF IllISOIS. 

Letter to a Combiittee of REPumiCASS at iToliet, 
OoTOBEii 2, 1356. 



The local paper reports that this letter " was received with tvcraeii- 
dous applause." 

Philadelphia, Oetobev 2, 1856. 

DEAR SIR, — I am sorry that I cannot be with the 
Eepublicans of Illinois at Joliet on the 8th of Oc- 
tober, according to the invitation with which they have 
honored me ; but inexorable, long-continued disability 
and the admonitions of medical skill keep me back still 
from all public effort, and even from return to my home, 
which I have not visited for more than ten months. 

It is hard -to renounce the opportunity which you 
olTer me ; for I have constantly hoped to visit Illinois 
during the present contest, and in plain language pitt 
to her people the questions which they are to decide by 
their votes. These are all involved in the Freedom of 
Kansas, but they are manifold in form. 

Are you against the extension of Slavery ? If yea, 
then vote for Fremont. 

Are you especially against the extension of Slavery 
BY FORCE ? If ym, then vote for Fremont. 

Are you against the erection of the Slave Oligarchy 
as the dominant power in our Republic ? If yea, then 
vote for Fremont. 
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Are you against tlie violation of the constitutional 
lights of American citizens ? If yea, then vote for Pre- 
mont. 

Audaciona sophistry, often exposed, but still flaunt- 
ing abroad, may seek to deceive you. It may foam with 
abuse and bristle with perversion of fact ; but it caimot 
obscure the unquestionable truth, which now stares 
everybody in the face, that a vote for Buchanan is a 
vote for all these bad things. It is a vote not simply for 
the extension of Slavery, but also for Ike extension of 
Slavery BY FORCE, involvuig, besides, the erection of 
the Slave Oligarchy as the dominant power in our Re- 
public, and the violation of the constitutional rights of 
American citizens. Surely, Illinois \vill not be led to 
sanction such enormities. Hers will be the path of Lib- 
erty, which is, of course, the path o£ true patriotism. 
Through her agency incalculable harm has already come 
to the Eepublic ; but I cannot forget that she has begun 
a glorious reparation, by introducing to the National 
Councils a Senator of rare skill in debate, of sweetest 
purity of character, and of perfect loyalty to those prin- 
ciples by which Liberty will be secured, and out good 
name extended in histoiy. I refer to Mr. Trumbull, 
who now belongs to the whole country, which is justly 
grateful for his eminent services. "With his example 
before her, Illinois cannot wander again into the sup- 
port of Slavery. 

Give to the Republicans of Illinois my hearty God- 
speed, and let my absence speak to them. 
Ever faithfully yours, 

ClIAKLES SUMXER. 

To Hos. J". 0. Norton. 
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APPEAL FOE THE REPUBLICAN CAUSE. 

Letter to a. Committee of Hudson Eivkh Counties, Poucekeepsib, 
New York, Octobeh 3, 1856. 



Philadelphia, October 8, 1858. 

DEAE SIR, — Among valued opportuiiitiea, -whieh, 
"by the dictation of my physician and the admo- 
nitions of continued ill-health, I am constrained to 
forego, is that afforded by tlie invitation, with whieh 
I have been honored, to meet the Eepnblicana of the 
Hudson Eiver Coimties at Poughkeepsie. They will, 
I trust, heheve me not indifferent to their kindness, 
or to the cause in whose name they are to assemble. 

Nothing hut necessity could keep me thus aloof, a 
mere looker-on, while the great battle of Freedom is 
waged. The pleasure of the sight to a spectator secure 
in the distance has been declared by an ancient poet 
in a much admired passage, reproduced by a greater 
modern ; — 

" T Is pleosnnt ilm to bpTioM from fiir 
The moi ng legio s minfeled in the war." 

"^ et the impuKe and ai ii r of my convictions do not 
alliw me to be content m any such retirement. I 
vti^h tr enter the btnfe and ^i\e inch powers as I 
can to the righteous cau^e But I ihi forbidden. 

It onl> remains that from mj retreat I should send 
lU th it for the present I can gi\ e tlie prayer's and bene- 
di tions (.f one jet too feeble for any exertion. 
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While thus feitting apiit, I am permitted to suney 
the field and to recognize the ensigns of tnumpli now 
streaming m the fiesh northern biteze E\eiywhere 
the people are aioused at leant away troni the pi^e- 
ment ot great citiea, -where, too otten, human perver- 
sity is such as to surest that " God made the coun- 
try and man made tlie town ' 

Iowa, at the extreme West, and Maine, at the extreme 
East, testify to a sentiment which must prevail also in 
the intermediate States. In proper season New York 
and Pennsylvania will confess it. And this is natural; 
for the whole broad country has been shocked by the 
enormities of which Mr. Buchanan, in the pending con- 
test, is the unflinching representative, and Jlr. Fillmore 
the cautious, but effective, partisan. 

In this contest I discern the masses of the people, 
under the name of the Eepuhlican party, together with 
good men regardless of ancient party ties, arrayed on 
the one aide, while on the other side is the oligarch- 
ical combination of slave-masters, with the few North- 
em retainers they are yet able to keep, composed chiefly 
of sophists whose lives are involved in a spider's weh 
of fine-spun excuses, hirehngs whose personal convic- 
tions are all lost in salary, present or prospective, and 
trimmers whose eyes fail to discern present changes of 
opinion only because they are fastened too greedily 
upon ancient chances of preferment. Such are the 
parties. 

And I discern clearly the precise question on which 
these parties are divided. In stating it I answer it. 

The Territory of Kansas has been made the victim of 
countless atrocities, in order to force Slavery upon its 
beautiful, uneontaminated soil. By lawless violence 
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a Gorernoient has been established there, which, after 
despoiling the citizen of all his dearest rights, has sur- 
rounded Slavery with the protection of pret-ended stat- 
utes. And the question is distinctly submitted to 
the American people, " Are you ready to sanction these 
enormities ? " Tliis is the simple question. The ora- 
tors of Slavery, freely visiting Poughkeepsie, could not 
answer it, and therefore they have kept it out of sight. 
But there the question stands. 

Eefusing to become partakers of such wrong, you 
will contribute not only to the freedom of Kansas, but 
also to the overthrow of the brutal and domineering 
OUgarchy which seeks to enslave Kansas, simply as a 
stepping-stone to the enslavement of the whole coun- 
try. Surely, no man can hesitate, when Pi-eedom re- 
quires his vote. Nay, more, is not this cause worth 
living for ? is not tliis cause worth dying for ? 

Accept my thanks for the special kindness of your 
communication, and my regrets that I can answer it 
only by this imperfect letter. 

Believe me, dear Sir, ever faithfidly yours, 

Charles Sujisee. 

SiErnEN Bakeb, Esq. 
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KELIEF FOB KANSAS. 



;e or THE Kansas Aid Society at Boston, 
October 3, 1856. 



FjTlLABELPHlA, October 3, 185fl. 

MY DEAR SIR, — There is inspiration in a good 
cause, which is shown at once in the improved 
character of all who embrace it. Especially is tliis 
apparent in the young. Never is youth so radiant as 
under its iniluenee. The young men of Boston have 
done wisely for themselves in associating together for 
the relief of Kansas. All that they can do will he 
twice blessed, — blessing them in their lives, and bless- 
ing distant despoiled feUow-citizens. 

With pleasure I learn that the Governor will preside 
at your earliest pulilic meeting. But this is only ac- 
cording to the just rule of life. Kindred to honors are 
duties ; and the head of a Christian Commonwealth 
should be the head of this Christian charitv, whilt 
every citizen should range in place, and oui helo^ed 
Massocluisetts, by the contributions, voice*', and votes 
of her rmanimous children, should become one united, 
compact, aU-emhraeing Kansas Melief Society, at once 
an overflowing fountain of heneficence and an irretasti- 
hle example to the country. For myself, I would rather 
a thousand times sen'e this cause, even in the humblest 
capacity, than be a Governor indifferent to il 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



RELIEF FOE KANSAS. 365 

All that can be given ia needed; and ■whoso gives 
bestows upon a missionary enterprise, which, in the 
footsteps of Liberty, will carry peace, civilization, Chris- 
tianity, the Bible, and all blessings of earth and heaven. 
To such a charity every person must give ; if in no 
other way, the man who has two coats must sell one, 
and let Kansas have the other. But, while encourag- 
ing this effort, candor compels the confession that all 
your contributions will be of small account, unless a 
President and Congress are chosen who shall give their 
sympathies to Freedom rather than to Slavery, Only 
in this way can the rod of the oppressor be broken. 
A vote for such men will be a contribution to Kansas. 

Present my thanks to your associates, and accept for 
yourself the assurance of my special gratitude for that 
constant devotion to human freedom by which you 
have been distinguished. 

Ever faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumser. 
Dii. W. F. Chaitnino. 
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DUTY TO VOTE TOR KANSAS ASD FOR 
BDELISGAME. 



A Meeting at Faneuth Hall, Ootobbr 20, 1856. 



Philadelphia, October 29, 1858. 

SIK^ — I cannot be at Faneuil Hall on Saturday 
evening, according to the invitation with which 
I have been honored. But, though feehle stiU, I hope 
to he in Boston on the succeeding Tuesday, to vote. If 
not strong enough to speak, I trust at least to he ahle 
to perfoiin this duty of the citizen. 

My vote will not foe needed; but I am unwilling 
that the opportunity should pass of uttering my de- 
termined KO against the efforts now maldng to sub- 
jugate Kansas and to install the Slave Dinarchy in per- 
manent control of the National Government. Against 
this dreadful conspiracy I protest, with all the ardor of 
my soul ; and I know no way in which I can hope to 
make this protest immediately effective, except by east- 
ing my vote for those candidates openly and uneqiiivo- 
cally hostile to the consummation of the crime. 

Especially sliall I vote for Burlingame ; and I shall 
do this, not only because I think him worthy of honor, 
and admire his generous nature, intrepidity, and elo- 
quence, but because I have at heart the good name of 
Boston, and the welfare of my country. Boston should 
sustain Burlingame, noi merely for his sake, biit for her 
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own salie, — not merely to do liim honor, but to save 
hei'self from dishonor, — not merely from local pride, 
but to strengthen Liberty and to serve tlie whole Re- 
public, now endangered alike from criminal audacity 
and from subservient timidity. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 

Chaeles Sumxer. 

To TEB ChAIRSIAN OF TEE MbETISG AT FaXEUIL HaIL. 
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PUBLIC RECEPTIO?^ OF MR. SUMNER, 
ON HIS EETUEN TO BOSTON: 

WITH THE SPEECHES: 

KOVEJIBEB 3, 1856. 



As it became known that Mr. Sumner would return home to vote, a 
Boston committee vifiited Pliikdelpliia to urge his acceptance of a 
banc[uet, with the undeiBtandiug tliat he should simply show himself 
there without speaking. Anting under medical adviee, he declined this 
invitation. The sympathy of the community found yent in a public 
reception. 

The reception of Senator ''umner on his return to Boston, was an 
mjosngpoj la denoatratio ' It was puwly a peaceful and spon- 
taneous celebrat on Tl e -e was no oi'ganization of enthusiasm ; there 
vere o m 1 1. ry no fi ■e comj a ues, no associated bodies, to swell 
the ra ika of tl e process on or attract attention. Those of his fellow- 
c tizens s mj ly wl o w shed to testify respect and sympathy, went 
forth to neet lum fhro gh t! e nouth of one, the most veuerable and 
honored of then nmnber, they w elcomed him on his entrance within 
the limits of the city, and the chief executive magistrate of the Com- 
monwealth greeted liim on his aiiival beneath the sliadow of the State 
capitol. In both places, and also before Mr. Sumner's residence iu 
Hancock Street, there were Tast oouoonrses of citizens, assembled to 
do honor to their Senator. 

The weather was favorable ; the atmosphere was clear and warm for 
the season ; and although the appearance of the sky at times boded 
rain, no fU tllte th u„ 1 fte th re fth 
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rence, Esq., at LongwooJ, in Brookliiie. Suou after one o'clock, the 
invited guests, who had assembled at the State House, proceeded 
in open carriages l« Longwood, where they were joined by Mr. 
Snmner, who passed along the line of carriages, and was silently 
greeted by the gentlemen rising and removing their hats. The car- 
riages then proceeded across to Boxbury, and thence along Washing- 
ton Street to the Boston line, which was reached at three o'clock. 
Here the cavalcade was assembled, together with a I'ast concomse of 

The chief marshal was General John S. Tyler, assisted by the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as aids ; JIajor John C. Park, Colonel K. I, Bur- 
hank, Major Moses G, Cobb, E. Webster Pike, Esq., Adjutant-General 
E. W. Stone, Colonel A. J. Wright, Colunel W. W, Bullock, and Carlos 
Pierce, Esq. 

The following were the assistant mai'shak ; Captain I. F. Shepard, 
Charles H. Hawes, W, E. Webster, F, L, Cliapin, 0, H. Button, 
Mtflur F. A. Heath, F. B. Fay, Julian O. Mason, A. A. Dimnels, 
Stephen Ehoades, H. D. Child, Leister M. Clark, Charies W. Pierce, 
R. E. Martin, Kiifns Frost, E. A. Fuller, J. W. Wolcott, William B. 
Spooner, Henry D. Williams, Colonel Eobert Cowdin, of Boston, and 
Eugene Batchelder, Chailes D. Hills, D, P. Eipley, of Cambridge. 

As it went up "Washington Street, the cavalcade nnmbei'ed, by 
actual count, about eight hundred horsemen ; but its lumbers were 
subsequently inereased by fresh ai-rivals, in couples anil in groups, to 
over a thousand. 

On the head of the cavalcade reaching the borders of Boibuiy, it 
halted, and the whole was drawn up in a loi^ line at the upper aide 
of Washington Street, facing tlie centre. Eor over lialf an hour it \™ited 
for the cortege from Brookline which was to escort Mr. Sumner, and 
when at last the latter appeared, it was received with hearty cheers 
and music from the Brigade Band. It consisted of some sixteen or 
eighteen barouches or oaniages,, containing the Committee of Arrange- 
ments and other gentlemen. 

The barouche which contained Mr. Sumner was drawn by magnifi- 
cent horses. With Mr. Sumner was the Rev. Professor F. D. Hun- 
tington, of Harvard University, and Dr. Peny, of this city, Mr. 
Sumner's physician. Among those in the succeeding barouches were 
Messrs. Abbott and James Lawrence, Geoige and Isaac Livermore, 
Edwin P. Whipple, George K. Eussell, Charles G. Loring, J. Hun- 
tington Wolcott, Hon. E. C. Baker, President of the Senate, Dr. 
Beck and Rev. Dr. Francis, of Cambridge, Professor Levering, and 
James Knssell Lowell, the poet, — that which followed Mr. Sumner's 
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barouiJie cont iiii,, Piuf laior Ltngfdbn in I f or^ '^v mnPr the 
Lrother of the Senator 

Aa the eamagp with Sir Sumner touched the line between Pox 
bary and Bustoii, there was i general cheer which was contmaed 
along far into the distance — the Brigade Band j laj iiig Hail ( oliim 
hifl The hrst division of the ea^ilcade wheeled to tha Idt and 
formed into an esport The carnages of Mr Sumner and the Com 
mittee eaiie next in buc es i a and then tic tio icmainnig divia 
ions fell into column 

A few rods north of the Eoxhury line tl e ea\ aloade cime to t hilt 
when Mr Sumners caniagc was diiven alongside of that contiming 
Hon J jBiah Qumtj and H )n Ale^andei H Pice major of Boston 
After greetings hetneen the parties Piofpssor Huntington introduced 
Mr Sumner to Mi IJumcj m the foUoi ing bnef address 

Mh. Qdincy — The Comn iltee of Amigemeits for welcoming the 
Hon Charles Sumner to h s hoi le jjiete t h m 1 ere to i ou Sir a yenerated 
represenlative ot the city ol his birth. Ue comes back from his pubhc post, 
where ha has bravely advocated the cause of all freemen, to eiy'oy a free- 
man's privilege and discharge a freeman's duty. He comes, a cheerful and 
victorious sufferer, out of great conflicts of humanity with oppression, of 
ideas with ignorance, of scholarship and refinement with barbarian vul- 
garity, of intellectual power with desperate and brutal violence, of con- 
science with selfish expediency, of right with wrong. Boston does well in 
coming out to greet hint. For that ample and lofty manhood, trained under 
her education and consolidated in her climate, has added new dignity to her 
old renown. It has joined her name more inseparably than ever with the 
aspirations of Christian liberty, and the honors of disinterested patriotism, 
throughout the earth, and through all time." 

Mr. Quinoy then addressed Mr. Sumner as follows. 

"Mk. SuwUBB, — It is with inexpressible pleasure that I address you 
this day as the voice of the great multitude of your feliow-oitizens. In their 
name, and by their authority, I welcome you to yonr home in Massachu- 
setts, expressing their honor and thaniis for the power and fidelity with 
which you have fulfilled your duties as their rapraseutativa in the Senate 
of the United States, where, ' unshaken, unsednced, unterrifled," you kept 
your love, yonr zeal, your loyalty to Liberty, — where neither iinmber nor 
example, threat nor sneer, ' within you wrought to swerve from truth, or 
change your constant mind.' [Applniue.'] 

"Tou return to your ooantry. Sir, after having given glorious evidences 
of intellectual power, which touched, as with the spear of Ithuriei, the evil 
spirit of our Union, causing it at once to develop in fiiil proportions its 
gigantic deformity, compelling it to unveil to the Free States its malign 
design to make ttiis land of the free a laud of slaves. [ Voices, ' Sever I 
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" You liavB suffered, mid are Etiil suffering, for your Inh-epid faith fulness. 
But suffering in tlie cause of Trutii and Liberty'is tiie lieaveii-lald patli to 
win ' the orowu wliicli Virtue gives after this mortal change to her trae 
Bcrvants.' [Hearig cAewj.] 

"I rejoice that my Ufe has beea prolonged to this dsy, — that I am per- 
mitted to beholit the dawniugs of aiioient Liberty through the broiten open- 
jngs of tJie clouds, which for more than fifly years the spiiit of Slareiy has 
extended over this Union. I thank Heaven that now. nt last, tha'Pree 
States are beginning to awslten to a sense of their dangers and their duties, 
— that, at length, they begin to raaJize that tha Slave States have overleaped 
the iwunds of the Constitntlon. Tlie apathy of half a century may delay 
for a time the triumphs of Freedom, but come tliey will. Final success Is 
certain. Never again will the Free States in silence acquiesce in the 
farther eKtension of slave domain. [Load apiiavae, and criei of ' Ifever! 
never!'} Hcneefoitb they will bear atiii attend to the warning voice of 
Washhigton, solemnly tittered in his Farewell Address, — ' SnEHir not to 

USUKPATIOH,'— 'Ee«IST, lYITH CABE, THE BFIKIT OF IkHOVATION VPOM 

THE Priuciples of THE CoKSTiTUTioN.' [ Ckeeri.] 

" We welcome you, Sir, as the champion of Freedom [had cheeri\, anil as 
one to whom the deliverance which we hope may yet be destined for our 
country will be greatly due." 

llK. Sumner, who had been standing in his carriage, uncovered, 
then spoke, in a subdued voice, and evidently nnder the influence of 
deep feeling, as follows. 



ME. QUIXCY, — A year has nearly run since I 
left Boston in the discliarge of puhhc duties. 
During this period, amidst important events, I have 
been able to do something which my feUow-citizens 
and neighbors, speaking by your authoritative voice, are 
pleased to approve. I am happy in this approbation. 
Especially am I happy that it is conveyed by the elo- 
quent words of one who from my childhood has been 
with me an object of unaffected reverence, who was 
the municipal head of my native city while I was a 
pupil at it« public schools, and who was the head of 
the University while I was a pupil in that ancient 
seat. 
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Boston, early in her liistory, set her face against Slav- 
ery. By a vote, entered upon her Town Eeeords, as long 
^0 as 1701, she called upon her Representatives "to 
put a period to negi-oes being slaves." If I have done 
anything to deserve the greeting you now lavish, it is 
hecanse I have striven to maintain those principles 
liere declared, and to extend them to other places, — 
stretching the venerahle shelter of Faneuil Hall even 
over distant Kansas. [Loud applause.] 

You have made allusion to tlie suffering which I have 
undeigone. Tliis is not small But it has been incur- 
red in the performance of duty ; and how little is it. 
Sir, compared with the suffering of fBllow-citizens in 
Kansa.3 ! How smaE is it, compared with that tale of 
woe which is perpetually coming to us from tlie house 
of bondage ! 

With you I hail tlie omens of final triumph. I ask 
no prophet to confirm this assitrance. The future is not 
less secure than the past. 

You are pleased to quote injunctions of Washington. 
If ever there was occasion to bear these, not only in 
memory, but in heart, tlie time is now, when Usurpation 
is the order of the day, and the Constitution is set at de- 
fiance. Beyond these precepts is also his great exam- 
ple, which, from first to last, teaches the constant lesson 
of fidelity, in standing up for the liberties of our coun- 
try, in undoubting faith that the good cause cannot fail. 

The rule of duty is the same for the lowly and the 
great ; and, in the communication which I addressed 
to tlie Legislature of Massachusetts, accepting the trust 
which I now hold, I ventured to adopt the determina- 
tion of Washington, and to avow his confidence. In 
both I hope to hold fast unto the end. [Lmtd dieers.] 
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Mr. Sumner then passed from the carriBge in vliieh he liad been 
riding into that of Mr. Qnincj and Mayor Site. Professor Hunting- 
ton also took a seat in the same carriage, which was drawn by six 
splendid gray horaes. A body-guard of marshals mounted, and of 
police, formed on each side of the Imi'ouehe, in order to keep the 
mnltitudeH in the streets from pressing up to shake hands with Mr. 
Sumner. 

The oftvaleode then proceeded onwards, amid I'epeated cheers of the 
multitades lining tie streets on both sides. In acooiilance with di- 
rections from his physician, Mr. Sumner acknowledged these demon- 
Btrationa only by & wave of the liaud. 

On reaching Newton Street, on Blaetstone Squai'e, a long line of 
beautiful young ladles was ranged npon the pavement on the south 
side, each holding a bouipiut, to pi'esent to Senator Sumner. Pre- 
viously, however, a very interesting scene took i)lace. Mrs. C. W. 
Pierce, Mrs. G. L. Goodwin, Mib. Henry Keyea, nud Miss Maiy Pierce 
— each dressed in white, with wreatiis on tlieir heads, and weaiing 
elegant sashes^ came foi-wai'd, and presented Mr. Sumner splendid 
bouquets, which action seemed to give him muth gi'atifieation. But the 
receipt of another from tlie hands of a, lovely child, carried up to the 
Senator in tlie arms of a gentleman, and a similar act in Shawmut 
Avenue, were peculiarly grateful to him. No previous or subsequent 
circumstances during the day seemed to give Mr. Sumner such true de- 
light as these kindnesses. On proceeding fonvard, the ladies showered 
their honijuets upon him from sidewalks and wmdows along the street, 
until the carriage was pretty nigh full. As the floi'al burden ac- 
cumulated, he laughed the more heartily, and spoke liis gi'atitnde to 
every one of the fiir donois his voice could reach. All along Newton 
Street, and the west side of Blackstone Square, the procession was 
cheered in the most enthusiastic manner'. Ladies crowded almost every 
window, and the scene was the most brilliant along the route. 

As the procession reached the Boston Female Orphan Asylum on 
Washington Street, the inmates of that institntion were seen ranged in 
front of the building, waving their handkerchiefs, and displaying oi 



" We weave a wreath for Charles Sumner." 
This was the only point on the route of the procession where Mr. Sum- 
ner rose to his feet. Here the kindness of these orjihaned ones so 
touched his feelings, that he could not help acknowledging it in this 
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Attached to sei-eral of the bouquets thrown to Mr. Sumner v 
appropi'iate and expressive mottoes. The priaciixil of them were as 

•' No bludgeon can dim the lustra of our champion of Freedom," 



and daughters of MaEsaclraaetls greet her 
ntime li^e'i 'mmortil In tlio he ih of hi- 
" Welcome, denr friend ofjustice' ' 

All along the line of procession, namely, down "Wahlunjrton btreet, 
Neivtoii Street, ShaTFmut Avenue, DoTei Street, \S ashington Street, 
West Street, Tremont Street, Bojlstwi Street, Charles Street, and 
Beacon Sti'eet to the State House, the oio»ds which greeted the hou 
ored Senator at every point were great 

At the comer of Wsshington and Nen-toii Streets, orer WntJiinK 
ton, there was a fine display of Ar^'j and streamers Tiom the hi use of 
Mr. Kickerson, fronting on Franklin Square, nas a splendid trmm- 
phal arch, between two elm-trees, fla^ and streamers snrrouiiding 
the word — 

" Welcome ! " 

Fewton Street had a latge number of flags, the union jack displayed 
alternately ivith the national ensign on staffs projecting from Fi'anklin 
Square. The entire street was strewed mth eTeigreens. It was a 
beautiful display. 

At the janction of New-ton Street and Shawmut Avenue, the houses 
of Benjamin Smith and Alfred A. Andrews were splendidly decorated 
with festoons and Hags. Between them, floating above Neivton Street, 
was tlie following : ^ 
"Massachusetts loves, honors, mil snstain and defend her noble Saniiier! " 

The house of E. G. Dudlej, at the comer of Shawmut Avenue and 
"Waltham Street, made a line appearante Btiides flags and festoons, 
B'as the following, wreathed in blick — 

" May 22, 1868. ' 
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Beneath this was the following : — 

"Welcome, ttirice welcome! " 

At the corner of Shawnint Avenue and Dover Street, on the house 
of Bev. Mr. Sai'gent, was the following signiticajit luotto : — 

" To Oie Sight.'" 
pointing the route of the procession. 

The house of Dr. Parks, No. 88 Dover Street, was beautifully deco- 
rated, — an eagle above the upper-atot y windows, holding a number 
of atreamers, which -ware gathered helow. The following was inscribed 
upon the building : — 

" Eesistanoe to tyrants fs obedience to God." 

The piano-rooms of T. Gilbert were decorated, with the words in 
"Welcome, Freedom's Defender!" 

There were many other similar decorations. If longer time had heeu 
given, the demonstration would have been other than it was."- Bat it 
was not in decorations that the cildzena of Boston welcomed home the 
beloved son of Massachusetts ; it H'aa rather with emotion too deep for 
utterance that they received him. 

The scene at the State House was beyond description. The area in 
front,,tlielongrange of steps leading to the Capitol, the Capitol itself, 
the slieets in the vicinity, the houses even to the roofs, were packed 
with human beings. ' The assembled thousands gieeted him with long 
continued cheering. 

Mr, Sumner arrived in front of the Capitol, where a platform had 
been erected. Hia Excellency Governor Gaiilner, the Executive Coun- 
cil, and the Governor's StalF were escorted by the Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Benjamin Stevens, Esq, Mr. Suinner was then introduced by Pro- 
fessor Huntington in an eloquent speech, as follows. 

" May it pi 
Eeceptioii, I present to you 

1 On the balcony ofhis house in Beacon Street, na the procession passed, 

waa William H. Frascott, the historian, with his family, waving their hand- 

kercliiefs. The next day Mr. Prescott called on Mr. Snmner, and said, that, 

had ha known there would have been decorations and insoriplions on honses, 

ha should have placed on his these words ; — 

"May 23, 1866. 

" Then I, and ,von, and all of us fell down. 

Whilst bloody Treason flourisiied over us." 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



376 PUBLIC EECEPTIOX IS BOSTO:^. 

of MasaachusettB in tlie Congress of tlio United State. It is needless to ro- 
ooHut iiere bis services to our Commonwealcli, to tba wliole Republic, to tlie 
priiieiples of a pure and jnst nationnlitj, to elegant leamiiig, to Cbriatiaii 
Btatesmanship, to Che liberties and the rights of man. These are all safely 
recorded in the iraparishnble history of the country and tlie race. How 
doaply they are written in tlie hearts of his faliow-oitiiens let this vast and 
enihusiastic concourse bear witness. He returns to his friends; bnt his 
friends are wherever justice is revered. He returns to his neigtihors ; bnt he 
has B neiglibor in every victim of wrong throughout the world. He returns 
to the State that entrusted her hiterests to his charge, having proclaimed — 
according to the spirit of her own histitotions mid her people — the doctrine 
of the Brotherhood of all Stnlea, in the bonds of naiversal Peace. He stands 
at the door of her Capitol, and in the presence of her Chief Magistrate,— 
stands liere her faithful steward, liec eloquent and fearless advocate, her 
honored giiest, her beloved soul " 

His Excellency replied briefly as follows. 

"SiF, — I am admonished by the Committee of Arrangements that my 
words must be few and brief. 

"This is no political ovation. The Chief Marshal of the procession nn- 
nonncea that no political mottoes wiU be admitted mto the ranks. By tlie 
le of propriety I am admonished that no political phrases are ap- 









is the spontaneous outpouring of your friends and neighbors and 
fallow-citizeus to welcome yon from your field of lutellectual victory, — and 
to welcome yon also from your bed of pain and sutfering. I cordially add 
my tribute, humble, save what my official station imparts to it, to crown 
the just and welcome offering. 

" We hail you with warm hearts, not only ns the eloquent orator, the ac- 
complished scholar, and the acknowledged statesman, — not only as the 
earnest friend of suffering humanity and of every good cause, — not only 
as one who, educated in the institutions and hy the altars and firesides of 
Massachusetts, has won for himself imperishable laurels on the arena ot the 
nation's conflicts, — but espeoiafly now do we welcome yon us the success- 
fill defender of her integrity and her honor. [ Ckeeri.'] 

" In her name I declare that the base and cowardly blows which fell on 
yon struck through yoa into her. Within the circuit of the sun's flight 
after I heard of that assault, before such an assemblage as rarely gathers in 
Fanouil Hall, 1 pledged JIassachusetts to stand hy yon. tfJ>ud apjJ««ie.} 

•• And she does stand by you to-day. She will stand by yon to-morrow 
[entbaiinatte cheeri] ; and she will stand by yon in her defence foi-ever. 
[Lnad cheering.] 

" I welcome you, then, most cordially and warmly, in her name, again to 
her boi'ders. Every thrifllng breast and kindling countenance nronnd you 
in this Immense throng welcomes you, — Boston welcomes you, -Massa- 
chnsetls welcomes you. 
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" And now, Gentlemen, feDow-oitizena, one word to you. Tha duty of the 
day over, let UH, one ond nil, leave oitr distitignished friend Ui the undis- 
turbed quiet of Ilia own home, to the fond caress of one whose ear is at this 
moment bant in anxious watching fbr the earliest warnhig of his approach, 
that he may there recover, not onlj from his past illness, but iVom the pres- 
ent excitement and the fatlgneB of travel. At present our kindest atten- 
tions will consist in scrupulously avoiding exnctiiig intrusions. 

" To you, Sir, again, in tlie name of our glorious old Commonwealth, I 
eitend a cordial welcome, [Load eheert.] " 

Three times three cheers were then given for Mr. Sumner, who at- 
tempted to reply ; but hia voice was more feeble than in replying to 
Mr. Quincy. He spoke, with gi'eat difBculty, aa follows. 



May it please tour Excellekcy, — - 

IT is a pleasure to be once more among the scenes of 
home ; to look upon familiar objects, — the State 
House, the Common, and well-tnown streets. It is 
more pleasant sfciil to behold the countenances of 
friends. And all this pleasure. Sir, is enhanced by 
the welcome which you now give me, in behalf of the 
beloved Commonwealth which for iive yeai-s I have 
served, honestly, earnestly, and constantly, in an im- 
portant field of duty, to which I was introduced by an 
unsought suffrage. 

Sir, I thank you for this welcome. I thank, also, 
the distinguished gentlemen who have honored this 
occasion by their presence. I thank, too, these swell- 
ing multitudes who contribute to me the strength and 
succor of their sympathies; and my soul overflows 
especially to the young men of Boston, out of whose 
hearts, as from an exuberant fountain, this broad- 
spreading hospitality took its rise. 
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My earnest desire, often expressed, lias been, that I 
might be allowed to return home quietly, without show 
or demonstration of any kind. And tliis bnging was 
enforced by my physical condition, whicli, though vast- 
ly improved at tliis time, and advancing surely towards 
complete health, is stiU exposed to the peril of relapse, 
or at least to the arrest of those kindly processes of 
Nature essential to the restoration of a shattered sys- 
tem. But the spontaneous kindness of this reception 
makes me forget my weakness, makes me foiget my 
desire for repose. 

I thank you, Sir, for the su^estion of seclusion, and 
the security which that suggestion promises to afford. 

Something more, Sir, I would say, but I am admon- 
ished that voice and strength will not permit. With 
your permission, therefore, I will hand the reporters 
what I should be glad to say, tliat it may be printed. 

[The reiiidnder of the speech is printed from Mr. Sumner'a moim- 
script.] 

More than five months have passed since I was 
disabled from the performance of my public duties. 
During this weary period I have been constrained to 
repeat daily the lesson of renunciation, — confined at 
first to my bed, and then only slowly regaining the 
power even to walk. But, beyond the constant, irre- 
pressible grief which must well up in the breast of 
every patriot, as he discerns the present condition of his 
country, my chief sorrow has been caused by the ne- 
cessity, to which I was doomed, of renouncing all part 
in the contest for human rights, which, beginning in 
Congress, has since enveloped the whole land. The 
Grecian chief, grievously ill of a wound from the 
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■stealthy bite of a snake, and lett behind while his 
companions sailed to the si^e of Troy, did not repine 
moie at hia enforced seclusion From day to day and 
week to week I -vainly sought that health which we 
value most when lost, and which perpetually eluded my 
pursuit. For health I strove, for health I prayed. AVith 
uncertain steps I sought it at the seashore and I sought 
it on the mountain-top. 

" Two voices are there : one la of the sea, 
One of the raountaius; each a mighty voice; 
In both from age to ag* thou didst rejoice, 
They were tliy choseii music, Liberty I " l 

I listened to the admonitions of medical skill, and I 
courted aU the bracing influences of Nature, while time 
passed without the accustomed heahng on its wings. I 
had confidently hoped to be restored so as to take my 
seat in the Senate, and to be heard there again, loug be- 
fore the session closed. But Congress adjourned, leav- 
ing me still an invalid. My next hope was, tlmt I might 
be permitted to appear before the people during tlie 
present canvass, and with heart and voice plead the 
great cause now in issue. Here again I have been dis- 
appointed, and the thread of my disability is not yet 
spun t-o the end. Even now, though liappily lifted from 
long prostration, and beginning to assume many of the 
conditions of health, I am constrained to confess that 
I am an invahd, — cheered, however, by the assurance 
that I shall soon be permitted, with unimpaired vigor, 
to resume all the responsibihties of my position. 

Too much have I said about myself; but you will 
pardon it to the occasion, which, being pereonal in 

I Wonhwovth, Thouf-ht of a Briton on the Subjugation of Switzevbind. 
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character, invites these personal coufessions. With 
more pleasure I turn to other things. 

I should feel that I failed in one of those duties 
■which the heart prompts and the judgment confirms, 
if I allowed this tirst opportunity to pass without sin- 
cerest acknowledgment to my able, generous, and faith- 
ful colleague, Mr. Wilson. Together we labored in 
mutual tiTist, honorably leaning upon each other. By 
my disability he was left sole representative of Massa- 
chusetts on the floor of the Senate, throughout months 
of heated contest, involving her good name and most 
cherished sentiments. All ivho watched the currents 
of debate, even as imperfectly as I did in my i-etire- 
ment, know with what readines-s, courage, and power 
he acted, — showing himself, by extraordinary enei^es, 
equal to the extraordinary occasion. But it is my es- 
pecial happiness to recognize his unfaihng sympathies 
for myself, and his manly assumption of all the re- 
sponsibilities of the hour. 

I am not here to indulge in eulogy, nor to open 
any merit-roll of service ; but the same feeling which 
prompts these acknowledgments to my colleague em- 
braces also the Commonwealth from whom we have 
received our trust. To Massachusetts, mother of us 
all, — great in resources, great in children, — I now 
pledge anew my devotion. Never before did she in- 
spire equal pride and affection ; for never before was 
she so completely possessed by those sentiments which, 
when manifest in Commonwealth or citizen, invest tlie 
chamcter with its highest charm, so that what is savm 
a natural body is raised a spiritual body. My filial 
love does not claim too much, when it exhibits hei 
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as approaching tlie pattern of a Christian Common- 
wealth, which, acoordii^ to the great English Eepub- 
lican, John Milton, " ought to be but as one huge Chris- 
tian personage, one mighty growth and stature of an 
honest man, as big and compact in virtue as in body." ^ 
Not through any worldly tiiumphg, not through the 
vaults of State Street, the spindles of LoweU, or even 
the learned endowments of Cambridge, is Massachu- 
setts thus, — but because, seeking to extend every- 
where within the sphere of her influence the benign 
civilization which she cultivates at home, she stands 
forth the faithful, unseduced supporter of Human Na- 
ture. Wealth has its splendor, and the intellect has its 
glory ; but there is a grandeur m such service which is 
above all that these can supply. For tliis she has 
already the regard of good men, and will have the 
immortal life of history. For this she Ims also the 
reproach and contumely always throughout the ages 
poured upon those who have striven for justice on 
earth. Not now for the Prst time in human struggles 
has Truth, when most dishonored, seemed most radiant, 
gathering glory even out of obloc[uy. When Sir Harry 
Vane, courageous champion of the English Common- 
wealth, was dragged on a hurdle up the Tower Hill 
to sutler deatli by the axe, one of the multitude cried 
out to him, " That is the most glorious seat you ever 
sat on!"^ And again, when Kussell vras exposed in 
the streets, on his way to a similar scaffold, the peo- 
ple, accordiug to the simple narrative of his biogra- 
pher, imagined they saw Liberty and Virtue sitting by 
his side. Massachusetts is not witliout encouragement 

1 Of Reformation in Eiiglana, Book II.: Prose Works, ed. Sj-mmoii», 
Vol T T> 2fl. 

2 Hoivuirs bme T1V1I3. VI. 192. 
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in her own history. She has seen her ports closed by 
arbitrary power, — has seen her name made a byword 
of reproacb, — has seen her cherished leaders, Hancock 
and Adams, excepted from aU pardon by the crown; 
but then, when most dishonored, did Massachusetts 
deserve most, for then was she doing most for the 
cause of all And now, when Massachusetts is engaged 
in a greater cause than that of our fatliers, how serene- 
ly can she turn from the scofi' and jeer of heartless men I 
Her only disgrace will be in disloyalty to tlie truth 
which is to make her free. 

Worse to bear — oh, far worse! — than the evil speak- 
ing of others is the conduct of some of her own chil- 
dren. It is hard to see the scholarship which has been 
drawn from her cisterns, and the riches accumulated 
under her hospitable shelter, now employed to wealcen 
and discredit that cause which is above riches or scholar- 
ship. It is hard, while fellow-citizens in Kansas plead 
for deliverance from a cruel Usurpation, and while the 
whole country, including our own soil, is trodden down 
by a domineering and brutal Despotism, to behold sons 
of M^sachusetts in sympathy, open or disguised, with 
the vnlgar enemy, quickening everywhere the lash of 
the taskmaster, and helping forward the Satanic carni- 
val, when Slavery shaU be fastened not only upon pros- 
trate Kansas, but upon all the Territories of the Ee- 
publio, — when Cuba shall be torn from a friendly power 
by dishonest force, — and when the slave-trade itself, 
with all its crime, its woe, and its shame, shaU be op- 
ened anew under the American flag. Alas, that any 
child of Massachusetts, in wickedness of heart, or in 
wealoiess of principle, or under tlie delusion of partisan 
prejudice, should join in these tilings! With such I 
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have no word of controvetsy at this hour. But, leaviug 
them now, in my weakness, I trust not to seem too 
severe, if I covet for the occasion something of the di- 
vine power 

" To bend the silyflr bow with tender skill, 
While, void of pain, the silent arrows kill." t 

Gladly from these do I turn to another character, 
yet happily spared to Massachusetts, whose heart beata 
strong with the best blood of the Eevolution, and with 
the best sentiments by which that blood was enriched. 
The only child of one of the authors of American Lib- 
erty, for many years the able and courageous Eepre- 
sentative of Boston on the floor of Congress, where 
his speeches were the masterpieces of the time, distin- 
guished throughout a long career by the grateful trust 
of his fellow-citizens, happy in all the possessions of 
a weU-spent life, and surrounded by "honor^ love, obe- 
dience, troops of friends," with an old age which is 
second youth, Josiah Quiscy, still erect under the 
burden of e^hty-four winters, puts himself at the head 
of our great battle, — and never before, in the ardor of 
youth, or the maturity of manhood, did he show himself 
so grandly conspicuous, and add so much to the heroic ■ 
wealth of our history. His undaunted soul, lifted al- 
ready to glimpses of another Kfe, may aliame the fee- 
bler spirits of a later generation. There is one other 
personage, at a distant period, who, with precisely the 
same burden of winters, asserted the same supremacy 
of powers. It is the celebrated Dandolo, Doge of Ven- 
ice, at the age of eighty-four, of whom the historian 
Gibbon has said, in words strictly applicable to our 
own Quincy : " He shone, in the last period of human 
1 Odyssey, tr. Pops, Boo!; XV. 410, 411 [450, 461]. 
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life, aa one of the most illustrious characters of the 
times : under the weight of years he retained a sound 
understanding and a manly courage, the spirit of an 
hero and the wisdom of a patriot."^ This old man 
carried the Venetian Republic over to the Crusaders, 
and exposed his person freely to all the perils of war, 
so that the historian describes him, in words again ap- 
plicable to our day, saying : " In the midst of the con- 
flict, the Doge, a venerable and conspicuous form, stood 
aloft, in complete armor, on the prow of his galley," 
while "tlie great standard of St. Mark was displayed 
before hun."^ Before the form of oiu- venerable head is 
displayed the standard of a greater republic tlian Ven- 
ice, thrilling with its sight greater midtitudes than 
ever gazed on the standai-d of St. Mark, while a sub- 
limer cause is ours than the cause of the Crusaders ; for 
our task is not to ransom an empty sepulchre, but to 
rescue the Saviour himself, in the bodies of his innu- 
merable children, — not to dislodge the Infidel from a 
distant foreign soil, but to displace him from the very 
Jerusalem of our liberties. 

May it please your Excellency, I forbear to pro- 
ceed further. With thanks for this welcome, accept 
also my new vows of duty. In all simplicity let me 
say tliat I seek nothing but the triumph of Truth. To 
this I offer my best efforts, careless of office or honor. 
Show me that I am wrong, and I stop at once ; but in 
ihe complete conviction of right I shall persevere 
gainst all temptations, against all odds, against all 
perils, against all threats, — knowing well, that, what- 

Empirc, Chap. 60. 
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ever may be my fate, the Pagbt will surely prevail 
Terrestrial place is determined by celestial observation. 
Only by -watching the stars can the mariner safely pur- 
sue his course ; and it is only by obeying those lofty 
principles which are above men and human passion 
tliat we can make our way safely through tlie duties of 
life. In such obedience I hope to live, while, as a ser- 
vant of Massachusetts, I avoid no labor, shrink from 
no exposure, and complain of no hardship. 

The cavalcade tlien moved rapidly away, escorting Mr. Sumner to 
his Jiome in Hancock Street. 

Oil arriving there, he was a^n welcomed with unbounded enthusi- 
asm by tt large crowd assembled in the sti'eet and on the sidewalks, 
tlie windows being filled on both sides up and down the street. The 
crowd cheered vociferously for Mr. Sunmer, his mother, the Gover- 
nor, Hon. Josiah Quincy, Hon. N. P. Banks, and Hon. Anaon Bm'- 
Jinganie. Mr. Sumner and his mother appeared at the window and 
bowed their acknowledgments, wWch called forth general and entlni- 
siastio plaudits. The multitude then, giving three parting cheeiB for 
the distinguished Senator, seitarated, and the eeremoniea of reception 
terminated. 

Many of the business firms closed their stores during the afternoon. 
The paper agreeing to do so was headed by A. & A. Lawrence & Co., 
Gardner Brewer & Co., Farter, Wihler, & Co., Denny, Eice, & Gard- 
ner, Wilkinson, Stetson, & Co., Bkke, Bigelow, k Co., Pierce Broth- 
ers & FlanderSj &C. 
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ATD FOR KANSAS. 

Letter to Hon. il. J. Conway, Kotember 17, 1856. 



HoK. M. F. CofrwAT, afterwards Eepresentative in Congress from 
Kansas, in commnnicntuig this lett«r to the puhUc, reported tliat 
it "was of great value in securing the appropriation of twenty thou- 
sand dollars by thti Legislatui* of Veimontiu aid of Kansas." 

Boston, MoTemljer 17, 1858. 

DEAE SIR, — I wish that I could aid your efforts 
to interest tlie State Legislatiires for Kansas. To 
these Legislatures I look at thia exigency for something 
worthy of the caiise wliich is now in jeopardy. Tliey 
have tlie power, and this is the very moment to exert 
it. God hless the State which begins ! 

Surely liberty in Kansas, involving our own hberty 
also, is worthy of every effort. To its security every 
citizen should contribute according to his means ; and I 
know no better rule for the State Legislatures than for 
the citizen. These Legislatures should all contribute 
according to their means, — the more, the better. And 
such contributions, like every otlier charity, will be 
twice blessed. 

Accept my best wishes for Kansas, and believe me, 
dear Sir. 

Faithfully yours, 

ClIASLES SUMNEE. 
Judge Conway, of Kansas. 
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CONGEATULATIOH OS REELECTION OP ISSOS BUEIIS- 
GAJIB AS EEPEESESTATIVE IN COSGBESS. 



Hascook Street, 
Monday Evening, NovemLi^r 24, 1853. 

DEAE SIE, — I am sorry to renounce any oppor- 
tunity of doing honor to Mr. Burlingarne ;*'but my 
careful physician does not allow me yet to take part in 
the excitement of a public meeting, and I yield to his 
prescription. 

My best wishes attend your distinguished guest to- 
night and always. His recent triumph is the occasion 
of special joy, not only in Massachusetts, but every- 
■where throughout the free North. Many who voted 
against him must, in their better moments, condemn 
themselves, — as much as they have been condemned 
by others. If not entirely dead to generous impulses, 
they must be glad that they failed. If not entirely in- 
sensible to appearances, they must look with r^ret at 
the means employed to accomplish the end proposed. 
If not entirely indiiferent to principles, they must look 
with amazement at the unprecedented, incongruous, and 
eccentric political conglomerate of which they consti- 
tuted a part. 

It was natural that the propagandists of Slavery, 
actmg imder dictation from Washii^on, should vote 
against Mr. Eurhngamc. It was natural that others, 
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who allow themselves to be controlled "by the i 
and jealousies of party, should do likewise. But it 
waa bard that this blow at Freedom should be at- 
tempted ia the name of Trade, and that mercliants of 
Boston should be raUied against a candidate who had 
done so much to make Boston respectable. And yet 
this extraordinary conduct is not mthout parallel in 
history. The earliest antislavery effort of England was 
against the Barbary corsah's, aiid tliis, it ia well known, 
was opposed by "the mercantile interest." And this 
same " fnei-cantile interest," as you also know, set itself 
against the great antislavery enterprise of Clarkson and 
"Wdberforce, when they demanded the suppression of 
the slave-trade. Such examples teacli us not to be 
disappointed, when this interest is invoked gainst our 
efforts. But I I'ejoice to know that in Boston there are 
honorable exceptions, and, if anything be expected from 
me to-night, let it be a tribute to one of these. I pro- 
pose the following toast. 

The Merekante of Bosfort. — May they all appreciate the 
spirit of him among their number, who, when pressed to 
vote against Mr. Burlingame on mercantile grounds, nobly 
replied at once, " I am a merchant, but at the polls I mean 
to be a patriot." 

Accept my thanks for the honor of your invitation, 
and believe me, dear Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumnee. 

Joseph Story, Esq. 
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THE LATE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OUE 
BUKKEE HILL. 



Boston, NoveinbPr 24. 185(3. 

MY DEAE SIE, — Not willingly do I give up the 
opportunity of xmiting with the gallant Eepnb- 
licans of Worcester in celebratii^ our recent victories ; 
but my health, though vastly impi-oved, has limitations 
■which I cannot with prudence neglect, and these forbid 
the indulgence to which yon kindly invite me. Please 
tender to the Republicans my cordial congi-atulations. 
Clearly do I see the beginning of the end. All New 
England, with New York, Ohio, Michigan, AYiaconsin, 
and Iowa, constitute an irresistible phalanx for Free- 
dom, while our seeming reverse in the Presidential 
election is only another Bunker Hill. If toasts are 
in order at your festival, let me j^ropose tlie follow- 
ing. 

The late Presidential Election. ■ — Like Bunker Hill, it 
teaches us our strength, and gives asBuranee of speedy 
triumph. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

CiiAELES Sumner. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



LET MASSACHUSETTS HELP KANSAS. 

Letter to Tames Eedpath, Esq., Tanuahy 10, 1857. 



Hancock Street, January in, 1857. 

MY DEAE SIR, — I am happy that you are still 
active for Kansas. Much I'emauia to be done. 
Indeed, I thmk that no effort can be safely relaxed, 
until the Territory is admitted into the Union as a 
Free Stata 

The Slave Oligarchy has not yet abandoned its dar- 
ling idea of a new Slave State, and this can be defeated 
only by variance. The lull which seems now to pre- 
vail does not persuade me to repose. Too much is at 
stake. Besides, I have read the fable of the cat in the 
meal. 

Of course, emigrants who love Freedom, and, if need 
be, are willing to die in her cause, must be encour^ed 
to plant themselves in the Territory. But we who stay 
at home must contribute to their comfort and protec- 
tion, and, since this can be done most effectively through 
State L^islatures, these must be enlisted. The name 
of a State Legislature will be a tower of strength. 

Massachusetts, which, throughout our history, has 
led in every liberal movement, must lead now by a 
generous appropriation, which, if not needed, may not 
be used, but which, in any alternative, will be an 
irresistible token of her sincerity, an example to other 
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States, and a fountain of encouragement to distant 
fellow-citizens. I cannot believe that Massachusetts 
■will hesitate. Her people have already opened their 
hearts to Kansas, and the public treasury should be 
opened as wide as their hearts. 

Accept my thanks for the good you have done and 
the good you are still doing, and believe me, my dear 
Sir, with much regard, 

Faithfully yours, 

Charles Sujinee. 
Jambs Redpath, Esq. 
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THE Leoisiature OF Massaoeuseits, 
Ja^uaky 22, 1857, 



In the winter cf 1356, the Ameiican party hnving the control of the 
Legislatnre of MassBJiliusetts, memliers of this party were repoi'ted as 
entering into a plan to choose a Senator in plaoe of Mr. Sumner at the 
expii-ation of liis term, Jloreh 4, 1857, thus anticipatuig the action of 
the Legislatnre to be chosen in the autumn foUoHing. The plan was 
discussed in newspapers and in <»ntempoiury letteis. It excited the 
anxiety of Mr. Sumner's political friends so far, that, at their request, he 
was induced to obtain from the Secretary of the Senate the adverse 
precedents, which were published at tlie time in the newspapers. The 
discussion <£ the question was arreslfid by the event which soon fol- 
lowed, turning all eyes to him, and making hiin more than ever tiie 
representative of Massachusetts. 

The new Legislature seemed to haye been constituted for the reelec- 
tion of Mr. Sum It m to<^th J aiy 7 1857 i 
before the messag fthG m t nstedtltthlt 
should be proceed 1 th d Jfu ry 9tb as fi d po f this 
purpose. On that dymprs f rd fthHsetb 
Clerk called the 11 f be h 1 e«iio d d ^a we vith 
the name oftliepesof hmh tedasfU 

Charles Sumnei, of Boston, ^^ 

Robert C. Winthrop. of Boston, 

NaflianiBl J. Lord, of Salem, ^ 

George W. Gordon, of Boston, . . . ■ J 

ErHsmns D. Beach, of SpriiijrfieU, 

Charles B. Goodrich, of Boston, ^ 

OliB P. Lord, of Salem, ^ 

Edward Everett, of Boston, ^ 

IVilliani Appletou, of Boston, J 

Eufiis Choate, of Boston, ^_ 

Total vote, . , ■ ^f 

Members absent or not votmg, ,.«.■■ _j}l 
Whole number of meniljOTS, , ■ ■ ^^^ 
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The aiincmncement of the vote ivas received with applouae. 

In the Senate the vote was taien in the same way, January 13th, and 
every member responded with the name of " Gliarles Smnner, of JJos- 
ton," tlievote heing unaiiimooa, when the President announced tliat 
" Hon. Chables Sitjisbr, of Boston, having received the entire vote 
of the Senate, in concun-ence with the House, is elected United States 
Senator ftom this State for tlie terin of six years from the fourth of 
Mai-eh nest." 

Tlifl Boston Daily Advertiser noticed tliis event as followa. 
" It is impoBsible to refrain iVom comparing the election ofyesterclay with 
Mr. Smnner's previous election in the same place six years ago. JVi™ ho 
receives nearly all the votes, on the first ballot, taken on the third day of 
tlie session, every member speaking aloud his vote. Then he received only 
the esaot number necessary for a choice, — one more than half tlie whole 
namber; and the election was not effeeteri until tlie tweuty-«ixth bnllot, 
tnkenonthaonehnudi'edandfonrteenthday of thetession (April 24, Ital), 
and the votes were thrown in sealed envelopes. Thtn ha whs the uaudi- 
date of a party which threw 27,836 votes in the State, nt the preceding 
popular election, or about one filth of the whole number. Ifom he Is the 
candidate of a party wliieli threw 103,190 votes in the State, at the hist 
popular election, or about two thirds of the whole number. ITieu he wm 
chosen to a body where be could expect to find but two or three associates 
sympathiaing with his sentiments. JVbm ha is a member of a party which 
has a majority in the lower House of Congress, and numbers a quarter of 
the members even of the Senate of the United States. Truly, temjiora ma- 
fonfur, nO» et mulanair ia iffts." 

The JVeio ForS Tribime had the following comment. 

" We need not, in view of recent events, pohit out the change which has 
taken phce in the publio santlmpiit of llasBacbusetts. It is not too much 
to nay that Mr. Sumner is at this moment the most populnr man In the 
State, the opinions of which he eo truly represents. Nor will it do ta attrib- 
n^e this general love, honor, and sympatbv entirely to the felonious assault 
made npon Mf. Sumner. Had he been less true to tlie cause committed to 
his keeping, had be trimmed and temporized, and spolten softly when he ' 
should have spoken sharply, he would have been safe fmrn the blndgeon of 
the bully, and mig;bt have won the smiles instead of the expectorations of a 
certain servile Senator. The people of Massachusetts have estimated Mr. 
Sumner's service in all its length and breadth; they have duly weiglied all 
its mcidants and indignities,— what he has suffered, what he has accom- 
plished, and what he has failed to acoomplishi and their verdict, esprssseil 
in yestenlny's almost nnanunoua vote in the House of Representatives, be- 
stows upon him a crown of honor which may well assTiage tlio hope deferred 
of a tardy convalescence. Few pnbllc men have had snch lai'ga opportu- 
nitiesj few public men have so nobly impraved them." 
17* 
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On the 23a of January, 1857, Hon. Charles A. Phdps, Speaki^r of 
the House of Kepteseutatiyes, laid before the House the following let- 
ter, whith was read, and, on motion of Hon. Charles Hale, of Boston, 
entered at large upon the JournaL 

Pellow-Citizens op the Senate ani> House of KEPnESENTA- 

IHAVE "been officially notified that the people of 
Massaehusetta, by concurrent votes of botli branches 
of the Legislature, have charged me with the duty of 
representing them in the Senate of the United States 
for another term of six years, on the expiration of that 
■which I now have the honor to hold. This renewed 
trust I accept with gratitude enhanced by the peculiar 
circumstances under which it is bestowed. But far 
beyond every personal gratification is the dehght of 
knowing, by this sign, that the people of Massachusetts, 
forgetting ancient party hates, have at last come to- 
gether in fraternal support of a sacred cause, compared 
with which the fate of any pubhc servant is of smaU 
account. 

When first selected for this eminent trust, I was a 
strainer to all official life. Untried in public affairs, I 
was taken up, and placed, without effort of my own, and 
even without antecedent aspiration, in the station where, 
after an experience of nearly six years, you now, with 
spontaneous unanimity, bid me remain. About to com- 
mence a fresh term of senice, I turn with honest pride 
to that which is about to close, while I greet anew the 
duties and responsibilities of my position, — hoping, 
that, by conscientious endeavor, I may do something in 
the future better than in the past, and mindful that "he 
that girdeth on his harness should not boast himself as 
he that putteth it off." 
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The duties of a public servant are not always con- 
spicuous. Much of lu3 time is absorbed in cares which, 
if not obscure, are little calculated to attract public at- 
tention. Massachusetts justly expects that no such in- 
terests shall be neglected. But, by solemn resolutions 
of her Legislature, by the votes of her people, and by 
the voice of her history, Massachusetts especially en- 
joins upon her representatives to see, that, at all haz- 
ards, and whatever else may suffer. Freedom shall pre- 
vail. I cannot neglect this injunction. 

Alike by sympathy with the slave and by determina- 
tion to save ourselves from wretched thi-aldom, we are 
all summoned to the eifort now oi^anized for the eman- 
cipation of the National Governvietit from a degrad- 
ing influence, hostile to civilization, which, wherever it 
shows itself, even at a distance, is brutal, vui^r, and 
mean, constituting an unnatural tyranny, calculated to 
arouse the generous indignation of good men. Of course, 
no person, unless ready to say in bis heart that there is 
no God, can doubt the certain result. But this result, 
like every great good, can be accomplished only by 
well-directed effort. I know sometliing of the labor 
and trial which such service imposes; I also know 
something of the satisfaction it affords, giving to all 
who truly espouse it a lietter joy than anything in ofBee 
or honor. In the weary prostration of months, from 
which I have now happily risen, the abarjDest pang 
canie out of my enfoi-ced separation from the cause 
which was so dear to me ; and now ray content is in 
the assurance that to this service I may dedicate the 
vigorous health which, through medical care and the 
kindly ministrations of Nature, I am permitted to ex- 
pect. In this well-founded assurance, I welcome the 
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trust wliicb lias been again conferred upon me, while 1 
once more bespeak the candid judgment of my fellow- 
citizens, and once more invoke the guardianship of a 
ben^'nant Providence. 

I have the honor to be, fellow-citizens, with gi'ateful 
regard. 

Your faithful servant and Senator, 

Chaeles Sumner. 

lioSTOH, Januarj- 22, 1S57. 

The following tribute, taken from contemporary newspapers, attests a 
feeling much above that of ordinary polities, aud therefore illustrates 
this record. 

"'CHARLES SUMNER, OF BOSTON.' 

" ' Three hundred and thirty-three members answered to their names, with 
the words, "CHARLES SUMNER, of Boston"! and as the Clerk re- 
sponded with the same words to each vote, they rang upon the ears of the 
large assembly more than sis hundred times during the hour occupied with 
calling Iha roll.' 



" Old Massachusetts ! nobly thou 
This day thy work hast done; 
Proudly thon speakest for the Right^ 
And for thy honored son : 

" Throe hundred voices on the air. 
Ringing the loved name forth; 
Three hundred voices echoing back, 
' Chaeles Sumner, of the North ! ' 

" Throughout the land, beyond the eea, 
The voices will be heard; 
His name shall stand for Liberty, 
The freeman's rallying word. 

" Throughout the land, beyond the sea. 
Above, in arches high, 
Voices Hre ever echoing 
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" UufQiI tbe bnnnera! even now 
Tlie Eturs more brightly sliiiie : 
Is one more glor[ous Chnn the rest ? 
Old Bay State, it is thine! 

" Gather fresh laurels, twine two wreaths, 
Wreaths for a victory won, — 
Loved Massachusetts, one for thee, 
One for thy ohosen son ! " 
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GEATITDDE FOR SYMPATHY Of TIE PEOPLE OK 
YEBIOST. 

Letier to Hon. Ryland Fj.rTcriER, Governor op Vermont, 
MARon 7, 1857. 



The Legislature of Vermont, at its recent sesdon, passed a series of 
joint resolutions, highly complimentary, ond indorsing Mr. Sumner's 
last speech in tlie Senate. On teceiying a copy, Mr. Sumner wrote 
tlio foUcuviug reply. 

Hew York, Saturday, Mai'ch 7, 1857. 
To His Excellency, Eyland Fletcheh, Goveusok of Vermont. 

SIR, — At the last moment before leaving for for- 
eign lands in quest of that vigoroas health which 
for nearly ten months has been taken from me, I liave 
received notice of the resolutions adopted by the Le- 
gislature of Vermont, and approved by your Excellency, 
■which give the official sanction of a generous, viiiuous, 
and intell^nt State to my speech in the Senate on the 
19th and 20th of May last, exposing the Crime against 
Kansas. Such a token is precious to me in every re- 
spect, — not only because it assures me of the personal 
sympathy of the people of Vermont, declared through 
their representatives, but because it attests their inter- 
est in that cause which is more important Uian any 
person. 

I cannot accept this public approval of my speech 
without seizing the occasion to express a heartfelt joy 
that I was permitted to make it, and also my humble 
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determination, with returning strength, to do something 
that shall still further unmask the portentous barbar- 
ism which has fastened on our Eepuhlic, and installed 
itself in aU tbe high places of power. 

I have tlie honor to he, Sir, with much respect, 

Your faithful servant, 

Chaeles Sumnee. 
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A LAST WOED FOE KANSAS, ON SAILINft WE 



Letter to Jasies Eiidpath, Esq., JIaroh 7, 1857. 



Os EOAED Steamship Pulton, March 7, 1857. 

MY DEAR SIE, — ■ I trust that you and our friends 
will not be disheartened in efforts for Kansas. 
Much must still be done, or the night of Slavery will 
settle down on that beautiful Territory. 

Surely the L^slature of Massachusetts will feel the 
inspiration of a great cause, and pledge itself by a gen- 
erous appropriation to its support. I hear of constitu- 
tional impediments, but I believe that all such will be 
found to have bottom in the lukewarm hearts of ob- 
jectors rather than in the Constitution. 

There are some who think that anything for Slarery 
is constitutional, but nothing for Fi-eetlom. With me 
the opposite rule prevails, and I venture to say that 
any other rule must bring discredit upon a country 
calhng itself a Commonwealth. 

I trust, also, that the people of Kansas wiU stand 
firm, and that, if need be, they will know how to die 
for Freedom. Do any sigh for a Thermopylfe ? They 
have it in Kansas, for there is to be fought the great 
battle between Freedom and Slavery, — by the hallot- 
box, I trust ; but I do not foiget that all who destroy 
the ballot-box madly invoke the cartridge-hox. 

With a farewell to my country, as I seek a foreign 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



A LAST WORD FOR KAXSAS. 401 

land, hoping for health long deferred, I give my last 
thoughts to suffering Kansas, with devout prayers that 
the ruffian Usurpation which now treads her down may 
he peaceahly overthrown, and that she may be lifted 
into the enjoyment of freedom and repose. 

Ever faithfully yours, 

Charles Sumser. 

P. S. I entrust this to the pilot, and hope it may 
reach you. 

James Eebpath, Esq, 
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IBYITATIOS TO DINNER B¥ AIEEICAN 
MECHiSTS IS PARIS. 



E AsiKUICAN" iIEKO^A^"TS AT PAIilS, 

Afkil 20, ISJT. 



The following correspondence, with its brief introduction, ia copied 
from Oalignaiifa Messenger at Paris. 

"Sesator Sumseb, of SlASsACmjaETTS. — This distingnislied Anieri- 
Otiii stHtesmnn and oratoi' line been tendered n public dlimer by the Ameii- 
can mBrcliiuita residing at Paris, in the following corapliuiBntary terms. 
"Paris, April 28, 1867. 

"Dear Sir, — The Americnn merehiints residing in Pnris. desirous of 
expressin" their high regard n:id adrainition for jonr noble independence 
and dislinlniiBhed services as a Senator of tlie United States, respectfully 
invite you to meet them at a, public dinner, to be given at snub a tinia 
duringyour sojourn in Paris ns rany bo most convenient to yourself. 

" Though well aware that you are habitually aoenstomod to decline all 
similar requests, we earnestly hope you will yield to our wishes. 

"As citizens of the great Republic, representing many States, and al! 

dence of our appreciation of your elevated iiatriotism, unbending mtegrity, 
and spotless honor. 
'■ With the highest esteem, we have the honor to be your friends and fellow- 



".fOHS MUNHOB, 

11. G. Wainwrigbt, 
Elliot C. Coivdin, 
Samukl p. Holmes, 

A. P. JlONTAKT, 

Thomas N. Dale, 
G. F. T. Reed, 
Jasieb W. Tuckbb, 
Gtoirgk T. Richards, 
A. K. P. Cooper, 



C L. SnAHrsTBES, 

HeBHT \VtM)DS, 

W, EsnicoTT, Jr., 
John C. Martib, 
Walteh H. Lewis, 
Gkorge L. Todd, 
David Lane. 
v. mumford moohe, 

J. H. DEJlISr,, 

Jos. D. B. Curtis." 
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To this invitation Mr. Suniuer returnod the following reply. 

" IIUTKL DE LA PATX, RuE DE I^ PAIK, 

April 30, 1857. 

GENTLEMEN, — I have been honored by your 
communication of the 28th April, -where, after i-e- 
ferring to my services as Senator of the United States, 
in language generous beyond the ordinary experience of 
political life, you are pleased to invite me, in the name 
of the American merchants residing in Paris, to a pub- 
lic dinner, at such time as may be most convenient to 
myself 

The voice of hospitality is pleasant in a strange land. 
But the hospitality which you o&er is enlianced by the 
character and number of those who imite in it, among 
whom I recognize well-known names, intimately asso- 
ciated with the commerce of my country in one of its 
most important outposts. 

There is one aspect in which your invitation is espe- 
cially grateful. It is this. If I have been able to do 
anything not unworthy of your approbation, it is be- 
cause I never failed, whether in majorities or minori- 
ties, against all obloc[uy, and at every hazaixl, to uphold 
those principles of Liberty -whicli, just in proportion as 
they prevail under our Constitution, make us an exam- 
ple to the nations. And since my public course cannot 
be imknown to you, I am permitted to infer that the 
public testimony with ■which you now honor me is 
offered in some measure to those principles, — dearer 
to me than any personal distinction, — with which I am 
proud to know that my name is associated. 

The invitation you send me, coming from such a source, 
couched in terms so flattering, and possessing such an 
import, presents a temptation difficult to resist. But I 
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am atlmoiiBbed by the state of my Iiealtli, which is yet 
far from its natural vigor, that I must not hsten to it, 
except to express my gratitude. In mating this excuse, 
let me fortify myself by the confession that I left home 
mainly to withdraw from the excitements of pubho Hfe, 
and particularly from all public speaking, in the assui'- 
ance that by such withdrawal, accompanied by that re- 
laxation wliich is found in change of pursuit, my con- 
valescence would be completed. The good physician 
under whose advice I have acted would not admit that 
by crossing the sea I had been able at once to alter all 
the conditions under which his advice was given. 

I cannot turn coldly from the opportunity you offer 
me. My heart overflows witli best wishes for your- 
selves individually, and also for the commerce which 
you conduct, mingled with aspirations that your influ- 
ence may always add to the welfare and just renown of 
our countiy. As American merchants at Paris, you are 
representatives of the United States on a foreign mis- 
sion, without diplomatic aalaiy or diplomatic privilege 
But it belongs to the felicity of your pobition thit ^hat 
you do well for yourselves will be well for your coun 
tiy, and, more than any diplomacy, will cDntribute to 
strengthen the friendly ties of two po^^ertnl nations 
Pardon the allusion, when I add that "vou ire the dailj 
industrious workmen in that mighty loom whose fiame 
stands on the coasts of opposite eontmenta whose 
threads are Atlantic voyages, whose colors are the laii 
ous enterprises and activities of a beneficent commeice 
and whose well-ivrought product is a radiant speaking 
tissue, — more beautiful to the minds eje than aiij 
fabric of rarest French skill, more marvellous than anj 
tapestry woven for Mugs, — where eveij color mmgles 
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with every thread in completest harmony and on the 
grandest scale, to display the triumphs and the blessings 
of Peace. 

Accept the assurance of the sincere regard with 
■which I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful servant and fellow-citizen, 

Chaeles Sumnee. 
To JoEK MnyROB, 

B. G-. Wainweirht, 
Elliot C. Cowdin, Esqrs., 
and others, American merchants at Paris, 



The vigilant spirit of Slavery did not fail to note this correspond- 
ence. Immediately upon, its appcaroiiee, a nell-knowii Vil^ian, the 
reputed owner of laige pkntatioiia in right of hia wife, and long resi- 
dent (n Paris, addressed a letter to Galignaiits Messenger, in wliich he 
nndertook to set forth what he called Mr. Sumner's mission in Europe. 
Here is a specimen. 

" That misBion, certainly ' without any diplomatic privilefre,' bnt perod- 
veiitnre not without perquisites, is to iuitiate, and, if the ejtigeiieies of the 
cotlou market and manufacture do not forhM it, to organize, a systematic 
agitation in this and the British capital Hgainat the Southern States of tlie 
Confederacy, and that ' peculiar institution ' of theirs, so tenderly nursed 
of yore, and transmitted to them by dear Old Slother England, and which in 
very modern times has been not less cherished and sustained by the 'enter- 
prise and activitj-' on the const of Africa of some of her PurltaniciU 
progeny in the New Worid. Under these circumstances can any such sub- 
dolous plea as that put forward excuse these 'American merchants' from 
lending themselves to snoh agencies and inflnences? If they were sordid 
and self-seeking adventurers, in pursuit of pdiHcal capital, rather than the 
honorable rewards cf a liberal and enlightened trade, one could understand, 
or rather would not marvel at, this pseudo-patriotic partisanship, this un- 
fraterual display of their «eiwma/ colors in a foreign land." 

Thus was the invalid in search of health pursned by the same malign 
spirit from wliieh ho had originally suffered. 
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OTJU POLITICS SEEN EEOJt A DISTANCE. 

Letter to a Friend, dated HniDEr.REHG, Skvtember 11, 1857. 



Tf{E folloiving letter found its ivay into tlie papeis of the tiTnis, 

Heidelbero, September II, 1857. 

MY DEAR , — "Weeks have now passed since 
I have seen a letter or newspaper from homa 
1) ■ tl 3 time I have been travelling away from 
e 1 an 1 a, 1 no V fan si ed On arrival at Antwerp, 
I tn st to fi 1 lette s at 1 t 

I 1 a e l)een nn&ack ng & tze li 1 1 1 a e i. 'te I 
1 ost of ts lakes a 1 ro^sel eeveril of its noun 
ta s m le hack M treu tl 1 as not alio ved n e to 
eit re fo ■* ^ of tl se foot e jebtons tie chain 
of S V ss travel hy vluci you re ch i lace out of tl e 
vay , h t I 1 a e seen m cl an 1 1 a e ^a e I 1 e 1th 
constantly. 

I have crossed the Al^s by the St Cotl 1 and tl en 
recroased by the Granl St Berna d jass ^ a njt 
with the monks and lo s 1 1 a e spe t a lay it 1 e 
foot of Mont Blanc, anl anothe o tie oleflLle 
Leman. I have been n the Pyrenees n tl e A]p 
the Channel Islas. Ion w 11 ne^t 1 e r f e in th 
Highlands of Scotland 

I see our politics no v n listant per%i t e an 1 I 
am more than ever s t fie 1 tl t o co us is ^,1 1 
It is Slavery which de ra les our co ntry an I prevents 
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its example from teing a!l-conqiieriiig. In fighting our 
battle at home we fight the battle of Freedom every- 
where. Be assured, I shall return, not only with re- 
newed strength, but with renewed determination to 
give myself to our great cause. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

CiiAELES Sumner, 
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FAREWELL ON SAILING FOR EUROPE 

A SECOND TIME IN QUEST OP HEALTH. 

Letter to tav, Pkople of Massachusetts, on boaud Steameu 
Vjnderbilt, New York Hahbor, May 22, 1858. 



To THE People op Massa 

TWO years have now passed, since, when in the en- 
joymenb of perfect health, I was suddenly made 
an invaUd. Throughout this protracted period, amidst 
various vicissitudes of convalescence, I seemed to be 
slowly regainir^ the health that had been taken from 
me, until I was encouraged to believe myself on the 
verge of perfect recovery. 

But injuries so grave as those originally received are 
not readily repaired ; and a recent relapse painfuUy ad- 
monishes me, that, although enjoying many of the con- 
ditions of prosperous convalescence, I am not yet be- 
yond the necessity of caution. This has been confirmed 
by the physicians in Boston and Plidadelphia most fa^ 
miliar with my case, who, in concurrence with coun- 
sels previously given by medical authorities in Europe, 
have enjoined travel as best calculated to promote res- 
toration. Anxious to spare no effort for this end, so 
long deferred, I to-day sail for France. 

To the generous people of Massachusetts, who have 
honored me with an important trust, and cheered me 
by so much sympathy, I wish to express the thanks 
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wliicli now palpitate in my bosom, while I say to tliein 
all collectively, as I woiild say to a Mend, Farewell ! 

These valedictory words would be iniperfect, if I did 
not seize tliis occasion to declare, what I have often 
said less publicly, that, had I foreseen originally the 
duration of my disability, I should at once have re- 
signed my seat in the Senate, making way for a servant 
more fortunate in tlie precious atlvantages of health. 
I did not do so, because, like other invalids, I lived in 
the belief that I was soon to be well, and was reluctant 
to renounce the opportunity of again exposing the 
hideous Barbarism of Slavery, now more than ever 
transfused into the National Government, infecting its 
whole policy and degimling its whole character. Be- 
sides, I was often assured, and encouraged to feel, that 
to every sincere lover of civilization my vacant chair 
was a perpetual speech. 

Charles Sumner. 
On boakd Steamer Vanderbilt, 
New Yobk Harbor, May 22, 1858. 
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HONOK TO THE ISTENTOE OF THE ELECTRIC 
TELEGRAPH. 



o Professor IIokse, tm e 
AT Paris, Auci 



HOtel and Kub de la Pais, PAaia, 
Tuesday, August 17, 1858, 

MY DEAR SIE, — I have fresh occasion to be un- 
happy that I am still an invalid, hecaiise it pre- 
vents me from joining in tl e ell-deser ed 1 o ors 
■which our countrymei 1 ere are abo t to offer >ou 

As I would not be ti J t n 1 fteient to tl e oc 
easion, I seize the nio nent to e precis i tl ^ ii to n al 
manner my liumble grat t le for tl e „reat d s o ery 
with which your nan e ■will be fo e er as c ate 1 
Tlirough you Civilizat on 1 as mide one of I e =! e'5t 
and gi-andest triumphs beyond a y e ei on o a fiel I 
of battle ; nor do I go beyond the Ime of most cautious 
truth, when I add, that, if mankind had yet arrived at 
a just appreciation of its benefactors, it would welcome 
such a conqueror with more than a marshal's baton. 

I write to you frankly, and with a stiU cordial mem- 
ory of that distant day, when, in the company of a 
friend who is no longer on earth, I first had the happi- 
ness of taking you by the hand. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, witli much regard. 
Ever sincerely yom's, 

Charles Somser. 

Professor Horse. 
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LONGING FOE DUTIES OT POSITIOX. 



Frou a Letter to a Fbie.vd, dated at Ais, Sav 

Septemeee U, 1858. 



This extract is taken from tlie public iiiipers of tlie time. 

Aix, Savoy, Seiitembcr 11, 1858. 

LOOK at the map of Europe, and you will find, 
nestlmg in the mountains of Savoy, between 
Switzerland and Prance, the little village of Aix, gen- 
erally known as Aix-les-Bains, from the baths which 
give it fame. There I am now. Tlie country about 
is most beautiful, the people simple and kind. 

My life is devoted to health. I wish that I could 
say tliat I am not still an invalid ; yet, except when 
attacked by the pain on my chest, I am now com- 
fortable, and enjoy my baths, my walks, and the repose 
and incognito which I find hera 

I begin the day with douches, hot and cold, — and 
when thoroughly exhausted, am wrapped in sheet and 
blanket, and conveyed to my hotel, and laid on my 
bed. After my walk, I find myself obliged again to 
take to my bed for two hours before dinner. But this 
whole treatment is in pleasant contrast with the pro- 
tracted suffering from fire which made the summer a 
torment. And yet I fear that I must return to that 
treatment. 
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It is with a pang unspeakable that I find myself 
thus arrested in the labors of life and in the duties 
of my position. This is harder to bear than the 
fire. I do not hear of friends engaged in active ser- 
vice — hke TrumbuIL in Illinois — without a feehng 
of en\'y. 

CUAKKES SuMXEIt. 
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INDEPENDENCE AND UNITY OF ITALY. 

Letter to a Public IMeetinq at New York, 

*- IT, laiio. 



This meeting was at tlie City Aaiembly fiooms and was addressed 
by Rev Joseph P Thompson Hon Chirles Kiuf, Eev H W Bel 
lows Rev Henrj Waid Beecher Hon To epli Hone and Pi fetbor 
O, M Mit-'hl \ oriing to the ^e« I I Tibi^o Gs letter 
of Mr "su ner »it, rtceived \uth muiJi enthufjabm 

Senate Chajibek, February 16, 1860. 

GENTLEMEN, — You do me no more than justice, 
when you suppose that my sympathies are with 
Italy in her present nohle struggle. If I do not attend 
the meeting at New York, according to the invitation 
■with which I am honored, it is because other duties 
here teep me away. 

To the cause of Human Freedom everywhere I am 
hound by all ties, whether of feeling or principle. To 
Italy also — venerable, yet ever young, with that fatal 
gift of beauty which from all time she has worn — I 
confess a sentiment of love and reverence ; I am sorrow- 
ful in her sorrow, and happy in her happiness. 

Surely, by her past history, and all that she has 
done for human improvement, we are her debtors. 
Without Italian genius what now were modem civiliza- 
tion ? There is no art, or science, or activity, or grace, in 
which she has not excelled or led the way. If I went 
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into detail, I must mention not only sculpture, painting, 
engraving, and m^isic, but also astronomy, nav^ation, 
Ireokkeeping, and jurisprudence ; and I must present an 
array of great names, such as no other country can 
boast. And to ail these I must add the practical dis- 
coveries of the mariner's compass, the barometer, the 
telescope applied to astronomy, and the pendulum as a 
measure of time. 

To the political skeptics and infidels who affect to 
doubt the capacity for freedom of this illustrious people 
I would say, that Italy, in modem times, was the earli- 
est home of poUtical science, and the earhest author of 
some of those political trutlis which have since passed 
into principles. Besides, divided into separate, sovere^n 
States, with separate systems of legislation, lier condi- 
tion is coincident with our own, to the extent of possess- 
ing those local facilities for self-government which are 
our boast. And then there is the spirit of her sons, as 
shown in recent efforts, giving assurance of courage, and 
of that rarer wisdom which knows how to guide and 
temper courage, both of which shone so conspicuous in 
the Venetian Manin, worthy compeer of our own Wash- 
ington. 

Allow me to add, that I confidently look to the day 
when we may welcome into the fellowship of nations a 
community new in external form, but old in constituent 
parts, — separate in local governments, but bound in 
perfect union, with one national flag, one national coin, 
and one national principle, giving to aU the strength 
of unity — ^ Pluribus Unum, — and constituting the 
United States of Italy. And may God speed this good 
time I 
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Accept the assurance of the respect with which I 
have the honor to he. Gentlemen, 

faithfully yours, 

Chakles Sumnek. 
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TWO LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

Lktter to the Washington Mondhent Association op the First 
School District of PniLADBLPniA, February 21, 1860. 



Senate Chambeh, Februaiy 21, 1860. 

DEAR SIR, — It would be a pleasure to be with 
you at your celebration of the Birthday of Wash- 
ington, according to the invitation with which you have 
honored me. But other duties will keep me away. 

It is always a delight to Hsten to the praise of "Wash- 
ington, particularly when his full life is set forth, and 
he is shown in his teal character, ever wise, firm, and 
true, teaching two commanding lessons : first, by the 
achievements and trials of a seven years' war, tliat his 
fellovv-countiymen should not be willing to he slaves ; 
and, secondly, by the repeated declarations of Ms life, 
and especially by his gi'eat example in his last will 
and testament, that his fellow-countrymen should not 
be willing to be slave-masters. I do not know for 
which he is to be most honored, . 

Accept my thanks for the personal kindness of your 
letter, and beheve me, dear Sir, 

Faithfully yours, 

Chaeles Sumnee. 

Georq:^ F. Gordon, Esq, 
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MACAOUY ON SIAVEEY. 

COMMUKICATION TO TDE NeW YokK TrIBUNE MAIiCU 3, 1860, 



The same papcv contninptl tlifi nrticle of Mncniiky entitled "Tlie 
West Indies," fiom the Edmlmrgk Seeievi, Jairaaiy, 1825, Vol. XLI. 
pp. 484-488. The day after its appearance, tlie New York Herald, in 
a leader \\ith the caption, " Macaulay, Stunner, mid Suixer'j," sought 
to dispiUTige the testimony. Baying among otlier things ; — 

" What Mr, Snmnar now introdaoes is a proof how badly off tlie party 
must he for wespons, when thsy rake tliem up from the dend magazines of 
another generation, and written by a youth a little over twenty years of age ; 
or Mr, Sumner has not yet recovered his usual strength of mind, since tlio 
injury ho received a few years ago at the CapitoL And what does his 
article amount to? That tha British planters in the West Indies treated 
their slaves very badly, which inny or may not be true. But tVom the abuse 
ofthe institution in one place lia argues against the policy of ite continued 
existance in any other part of the world. He might as well oonoluda, that, 
because many of the English ara cruel to th^r horses, and that It was naces- 
sary to pass an Act of Parliament for tlveir protection, therefore horsas ought 
to be araancipated in the Utiitatl States, and lat loose through tha country. 
Anargument from the abuse to the disuse of anything is tlie poorest kind of 

Siieh was the tone of discussion on the eve of the Presidential elec- 
tion destined to decide the fate of American SLivery. 



To thr Editor of the Kew Tore Tribuke : — 

SIK, — I ask attention to an elocLiteiit and cliarac- 
teristic article on Slavery, by Macaulay, never yet 
printed in our country with his name. It is in an old 
number of tlie " Edinburgh Eeview," while Jeffrey was 
its editor, and in point of time preceded the famous ar- 
ticle on Milton. It is, indeed, the earliest contribution 
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of the illustrious writer to tliat Review, of wliich he 
became a chief support and ornament. Aa such, it be- 
longs to the curiosities of literature, even if it did not 
possess intrinsic interest from subject and style. 

Here are seen, no longer in germ, but almost in perfect 
development, tliose same great elements of style which 
appear in the maturer essays and the Histoiy, — mas- 
tery of language, clearness of statement, foi-ce, splendor 
of illustration, an irrepressible seq^uence of thought and 
ailment, and that same whip of scorinons which he 
afterward flourished over Earere: aU these are con- 
spicuous in this first effort, where he utters the honest, 
gushing indignation of his soul. Never has Slavery 
inspired speaher or writer to more complete and scorn- 
ful condemnation. 

The article was called forth by British Slavery in the 
West Indies ; but it is just as applicable to American 
Slavery. Mutato mmine, de tefahida narratur. Eveiy 
line beai-s upon the slave-drivers of our country, with 
greater force even than upon' the slave-drivers of the 
West Indies; for audacity here goes further than it 
was ever pushed in the British dominions. It is inter- 
esting to find how exact the parallel becomes. In the 
picture of illiberal men conspiring to siipport Slavery 
Macaulay seems to delineate us. 

" The slave-drivers may boast, that, if our cause has re- 
ceived support from honest meu of all religious and political 
parties, theirs has tended in aa great a degree to combine 
and coiioiliiite every form of violence and illiberality. Tories 
and Badicals, prebendaries and fl eld-preachers, are to be 
found in their ranks. The only requisites for one who 
aspires to enlist are a front of brass and a tongue of 
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Aiming to exhibit Siaveiy in its laws, without dwell- 
ing on the accumulated instances of cruelty, he puts the 
case on tlie strangest ground ; and here Ms nnimpeach- 
able witness is the statute-book itself. But this same 
ai^unent bears with eqml force upon our Slaveiy ; so 
that, in reading his indignant exposure of tlie West 
India jurisprudence, we see rising before us the khi- 
dred enonnities of our own Slave States, and acknowl- 
edge the truth of his generous words. 

He seems also to have anticipated that flagrant soph- 
ism, wliich, under the guise of Popular Sovereignty, in- 
sists that men shall be at liberty — " perfectly free " is 
the phrase of the Nebraska Bill — to buy and sell fellow- 
men. 

" If you will adopt the prhiciples of Liberty, adopt them 
altogether. Every argument which you can urge in support 
of your own claims might be employed, with for greater 
juBtice, in favor of the emancipation of your bondameu. 
When that event shall have taken place, your demaud will 
deserve consideration. At present, what you require under 
the name of Freedom is nothing but unlimited power to 
oppress. It is the freedom of Nero," ' 

The threats of disunion, coming from slave-drivers, 
are also foreshown, and treated with the scorn they 
merit. 

"Who can refrain from thinking of Captain Lemuel Cul- 
liver, who, while rwsed si.xty feet fi-om the gi-ouud on the 
hand of the King of Brobdignag, claps his band on his sworf 
and tells hia Majesty that he knows how to defend himself t 
You will rel>el ! . , . . But this is mere trifling. Ai-e you, in 
point of fact, at this moment able to protect yourselves 
against your slaves without our assistance t If you can 

1 t:.linb.irsli Review, Vol. XM. p. 481. 
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still rise up and lie down in security, — if you can still eat 
the bread of the fiitherleis and grind the fiices of the poor, 
— if you cao still hold your petty Pai-liaments, and say 
yoxir little speeches, and move your little motions, — if you 
can still outrage and insult the Parliament and people of 
England, — to what do you owe it i"^ 

The sensitiveness of slave property — the same in 
oiir Slave States as in tlie British West Indies — is 
aptly described in the remark, that a pamphlet of Mr. 
Stephen or a speech of Mr. Brougham is sufficient to 
excite all the slaves in the colonies to rebel. And it is 
shown that in a servile war the master must be loser; 
for his enemies are his chattels. AVhether the slave 
conquer or fall, he is alike lost to the owner. In the 
mean time, the soil lies uncultivated, the machineiy is 
destroyed. And when the possessions of the planter 
are restored to him, they have been changed into a 
desert.^ 

Here also is an exlubition of the mrnmpitibilit^ 
between Sli^eiy and rhiistiinit^ n'nch ought to be 
lead m every 'southern pulpit — 

The mm rality and irrel gion of the slaves aie the 
neceasaiv conseiiuencea of their politicil and peis n»l dei; 
radat on Thev aie not cons dered by the law as humiii 
be n^s The// must bee ne men before thpj c. i » become 

Uiiistian'! Cm a preochei pie\ad on his hearera 

strictly ti fulfil then conjugal duties m a countrj where nc 
proteLtion is gi\en to then conjugal rights, — in a country 
whtie the husbxnd and wife mnj at the pleasure of the 
iiistei 01 bj pio ess of \v\ be n an instant separ\ted 
fiieiei 1 The gieat body of tl e loI n &ts ha\e leso 

1 i..lin.i ghRe^ev, "\ol XLI p 481 
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lutely opposed religious instruction ; and they aro in the 
right. They know, though their misinformed fi-iends iu Eng- 
land do not know, that Christianity and Slavery cannot long 
exist together."' 

Such 13 the philippic against Slavery by the first 
writer of the English language in our day, and one of 
the first in all times. As testimony to a sacred cause, 
it is priceles.=i; as a contribution to literature, it can- 
not be forgotten. Why it was suppressed by American 
publishers, who gave us the earliest collection of Mac- 
aulay's Essays ever printed in England or America, I 
know not. Unhappily, this suppression was too mucli 
in hannony with the received American system from 
that day to this, whether in publishing Humboldt's 
work on Cuba, the Bishop of Oxford's work on the 
American Church, or the engraving of Ary Sclieffer's 
" Christus CoUsolator," from all cf which the slave is 
shut out. That tliis blame may not fall upon the au- 
thor himself, it is important to know tliat the Ameri- 
can collection was made without any list supplied by 
him. In the modesty of his nature, he regarded his 
contributions to Reviews as fugitive pieces, which he 
abandoned to tlie world, without caring to gather them 
together. It will be for posterity to rejudge this judg- 
ment. 

In this statement, I rely upon personal recollection 
of conversations with him. More than twenty years 
ago — as also more recently — I was in the habit of 
meeting the great writer in the society of London ; and 
I remember well how, on one of these occasions, when 
told that an American bookseller proposed to publish 
a collection of his articles, he veiy positively j 

I Edinburgh Review, Vol. XLI. p. 4r2. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



422 MACAULAY OS SLAVERY. 

against it, and refused to fiimiali a list. Nor is it out 
of place to add here, that, while his wonderful conversa- 
tion left on the mind an ineiiaceahle impression of elo- 
quence and fulness, perhaps without parallel, it also 
showed a charaeter of singular integrity. 

Tliis article is not alone in attesting ,his sympathy 
with the Antislavery cause. The first public appear- 
ance of Macaulay, while yet a very young man, was at 
an Antislavery meeting ; and one of his most stinging 
speeches, at the maturity of his powei-s, in. the House 
of Commons, bore testimony to the depth and constancy 
of this sentiment.^ This was natural; for he was son 
of Zacliary Macaulay, one of the devoted Abolitionists 
who helped to caiTy, first, the abolition of the slave- 
trade, and then, at a later day, the abohtion of Slavery 
itself, in the British dondnions. 

The services of the -fatlier, as friend of the slave, have 
been aptly commemorated by a cenotaph in Westmin- 
ster Abbey, situated in the nave, on the left side of the 
gteat dooi as you enter, and close to the imposing 
ninnnment of Fox. The son now lies in the same his- 
tono burial pHce and beneath the same mighty roof,^ 
but m Poets Comer, distant by more than the whole 
length of the nave from the tablet erected in honor of 
his tather In all that multitude of monuments to the 
illustrious dead, if we except the line of kings, there is 
but one other instance of father and son enshrined in 
the Abbey, and that is Lord Cliatham and "WilUam 
Pitt, whose monuments are also distant from each 
otlier by more than the whole length of the nave. 

> Speech on the Sugar Duties, February 26, 1S4S: Spoccbes, Vol. H 
pp. IM, 127. 
a Bom October 26, ISOO; died December 28, 18G9. 
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Such is the conspicuous fellowslii]j of the two Pitts 
and the ilacaulays, father and son, although most un- 
like in circumstances of life and the services which 
ha\'e secured this common foothold of immortality. In 
each ease, tlie father, even witli the fame of Lord Chat- 
ham, has new glory from the son. The resting-places 
of the two Pitts are known at once on entering the 
Abbey. Hereafter, the stranger, who has stood with 
gratefvd admii'ation before the grave of the younger 
Macaulay, will seek with reverent step the simple 
tribute to his father, the Abolitionist, — mindful that 
the love of Human Freedom in which the son was 
cradled and schooled gave to his character some of its 
best features, and to his career of authorship its earliest 
triumph. 

My purpose is simply to introduce this new-found 
test mo y t^inst Slavery, and not to dwell on the life 
or cl ira te ■ of the autlior. If I followed a hint from 
h a the ty would be open. Nobody can forget that 
n o e ol 1 is most magnificent essays he has availed 
1 ms If of the interest, transient it may have been, 
created by a newly discovered prose work of Milton, 
and has reminded his readers that the dexterous Capu- 
chins never choose to preach on tlie life and miracles of 
a Saint till they have awakened the devotional feelings 
of their auditors by exhibiting some relic of him, — 
a thread of his gaiment, a lock of his hair, or a drop of 
his blood. Here, indeed, is a relic of Macaulay ; but I 
venture no further. 

Charles Sumner. 
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Lettei! to Dr. Samuel G. Howe, March 5, 1860. 

From tlic public papers of the time. 

Sesate Chamber, March 5, 1860. 

MY DEAK ITOWE, — I am glad to know that you 
are moving in earnest for a public statue to 
Horace Mann. 

Absence, and not indifference, is my excuse for not 
associating myself at first with tliis purpose. Tlioi^h 
tardily, I do it now most sincerely, and with my 
whole heart I send you for it one hundred dollars; 
but you will please not to measure my interest in 
this tribute to a public benefactor by the sum which 
I contribute. Were I able, it would be ten times 
as large. If each person in Massachusetts who has 
been benefited by the vast and generous labors of 
Horace Mann, — each person who hates Intemper- 
ance, and who hates Slavery, — each person who loves 
Education, and who loves humane efforts for the pris- 
oner, tlie poor, and the insane, — should contribute 
a mite only, then his statue would be of gold. Why 
not at once appeal to good men, and insist upon 
oi^nization throughout the Commonwealth, reach- 
ing into every School District, so that aU may have 
an opportunity to contribute ? Pi'ay do this, and if 
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T can serve you any way about it, eonimand me, anil 
believe me, 

Always yours, 

Charles Sumner. 

P. S. — Mr. Seward, who is not a Massachusetts man, 
asks me to put his mime down for fifty dollars. I en- 
close his subscription. 
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USDEPATION OF TIE SE5ATE IN IHPEISONINfi 
A CITIZEN. 



) Si'KECHES, ON THE ImPRISOSSIEST OF T][AI)I 
Si-USINCI TO TESTIFY IN TEE IIaRFF.e's FeRRY ] 

as Senate, Maeck 12 and Jl'nk 15, 1800. 



On his return to the Senate, at the opening ol Congress Dtcember 
5, 1859, Mr. Sumner eneouutered the agitation arising tiom the fi 
mouB attempt of John Brown at Hai'pet-'s Feny Though wamel 
to enter slowly into the full responsihilitiea of his position he was 
constantly moved by incideuta ai'ising from this agitation 

On the first day of the session, Mr. Mason, of ^ iraiwa mf" ed the 
apjiointment of a committee "to inquire into the facts attending the 
late invasion and seizure of the armory and arsenal of the United 
States at Harper's FeiTj, in Virginia, by a band of armed men," and 
the long resolution concluded with " power to send for persons and 
papers." The Committee was appointed, with Mr. Mason as chair- 
man, and, in the course of its duties, summoned Jolm Brown, Jr., of 
Kansas, and F. B. Sanborn and James Redpath, of Massachusetts, who 
severally failed to appear. Thaddeus Hyatt, of New York, appared, 
but refused to testify. Thereupon Mr. Mason imported from liis com- 
mittee the following resolution. 

re Tl H g ] b f h S te, in custody 

Se „B A m th S ateofthaBth 

ro eq h S then made, to 

11 g g '1st, What 

g ec mmittee of tlie 

S mm 2"li day of 

J Are ^ committee, 

rope be by sfllii com- 

mittee? '—time lo answer the same being given until the Sth day of March 
on Ihe snid last-named day, the said Thadiieus 
in like custody, at the bar of the Senate, presented 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



IMPRISONING A CITIZEN. 427 

B pflper, accompiiniod by an affidavit, which he stated ivas liis answer to 
said questions ; and it appearing, upon examination thereof, tliat said Thad- 
dens Hyntt lias assigned no suttioieat excuae in answer to the question 
first aforesaid, and in answer to st^d second question has not declared him- 
seif ready to appear and answer before said conimittee of the Senate, as set 
forth in said question, and has not purged himself of the contempt with 
wliich lie stands charged: Therefore, 

"Be it retobied. That the said Thaddeos Hyatt be committed by the 
Sergeant-af-AmiB to the common jaii of the District of Coiumbia, to be liept 
in close custody until he shall signify his willingness to answer the que:*- 
tions propoiiuded to him by the SaniitB! and for the commitment and de- 
tention of tlie said Tliaddeus Hyatt this resolution sliaJl he a suflioieut 
warrant. 

" Setolved, That, whenever Ihe officer having the said Thaddeus Hyatt in 
custody shall he Informed by said Hyatt that he is ready and willing to an- 
swer the questions aforesaid, it shni! be the duty of such officer to deliver 
tha said Thaddeus Hyatt over to the Sarfiennt-nt-Amis of the Senate, whose 
duty it shall i)e again to bring him l>etore the bar of the Senate, when so 
directed by the Senate." 

, March 12, I860, llr. Sumjier 

Mli. PRESIDElSfT, —It is related in English parlia- 
mentary history, that, on a certain occasion, when 
the Honse of Commons was about ordering the commit- 
ment of a somewhat too famous witness to the custody 
of the Sei^eant-at-Arms, the Spealcer interfered by vol- 
unteering to say, that " tlie House ought to pause be- 
fore they came to a decision upon a point in which the 
liberty of the subject was so materially concerned." ^ 
That same question is now before us. We are to pass 
on the hberty of a citizen. 

Pardon me, if I say that such a question cannot at 
any time be trivial. But it has an unaccustomed 
magnitude on this occasion, because the case is novel 
in this body ; so that what you now do, besides involv- 
ing the liberty of the gentleman at tlie bar, will estab- 
1 CnsB of tha witness Mrs. Clnrfee, in tlie inquiry into the coiulnct of Ihe 
RuliQ of York, Febru.iry 7, 1808: Hansard, Parliamautary Debate". Vol. XII. 
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]ish a precedent, -which, in itself, will l)c a Ia\¥ for other 
cases hereafter. 

Now, if it be conceded that the Senate is invested 
with all tlie large powers claimed hy the Houses of 
Parliament, then I cannot doubt its power in the pres- 
ent case, although I might well ciuestion the expedi- 
ency of exercising it. But tliis is notoriously untrue. 
It is well known that Parliament is above the con- 
straint of a written Constitution ; and it has been more 
than once declai-ed — much to the indignation of our 
Kevolutionaiy fathers — that it is "omnipotent" to 
such extent that it can do anything it pleases, except 
make a man of a woman, or a woman of a man. The 
Senate has no such large powers ; it is not " omnipo- 
tent," but under the constraint of a written Constitu- 
tion. Instead of authority in all possible cases, it has 
authority only in certain specific cases. 

If the Senate can summon witnesses to its bar, and 
compel them to testify, under pains and penalties, it 
must be by virtue of powers delegated in the Constitu- 
tion, — I do not say by express grant, but at least by 
positive intendment. I say positive intendment ; for 
nothing is to be presumed against liberty. 

There are certain cases in which the power is clear : 
first, and most conspicuously, in the trial of impeach- 
ments ; secondly, in determming the elections, returns, 
and qualifications of its members ; and, thii-dly, in pun- 
ishing its members for disorderly behavior. All these 
proceedings are judicial, as well as political, m char- 
acter, and carry with them, as a natiiral incident, the 
power to compel witnesses to testify. 

Beyond these three cases, which stand on the express 
words of the Constitution, there are two other cases. 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



IN IMPEISOXING A CITIZEN. 429 

quasi-judicial in character, whicli, though not supported 
by express words of the Constitution, have grown out 
of necessity and reason, amounting to positive intend- 
ment, and are sanctioned by precedents. I refer, first, 
to the inquiry into an alleged violation of the privi- 
leges of this body, as where a copy of a treaty was 
furtively obtained and pubKshed ; and, secondly, to the 
inquiry into conduct of servants of the Senate, like 
that now proceeding with regard to the Printer, on the 
motion of the Senator from New York [Mr. &sg1. If 
I were asked to indicate the pnnciple on whith these 
two cases stood, I should say it i\is thit just and 
imiversal right of self-defence inherent in s\ ery parlia 
mentary body, as in every court and alsD in ex ery 
individual, but which is limited closelj by tlie simple 
necessities of the ease. 

Such are the five cases in -^vhich this extraoidinary 
power hag been heretofore exercised the fiist three 
standing on the text of the Constitution and the other 
two on the right of self-defence necessiiilj inherent in 
the Senate; aU five sanctioned bj precedents of this 
body; aU five judicial in chamcter, all fi\e judicial 
also in purpose and intent; and all fixe agreeing in this 
final particular, that they have no le^ishtne puipose or 
intent. Beyond these cases there is no piecedent for 
the exercise by the Senate of the powei in question 

It is now proposed to add a new case most deailj 
without aiiy support in the Constitution without an} 
support in the right of self defi.ne& inherent m the 
Senate, and without any support in the preiedents of 
the Senate. 

A committee has been appjinted to mqu le into 
the facts attending the late invasion and seizure of the 
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armory and arsenal at Harper's Perry by a band of 
armed men, and report whether the same was attended 
by armed resistance to the authoiities and public force 
of the United States, and by the inrnder of any citizens 
of Virginia, or of any troops sent there to protect public 
property ; whether such invasion was made under color 
of any oi^nization intended to subvert the government 
of any of the States of the Union ; the character and 
extent of such organization ; wliether any dtise-iis of tlie 
United States, not present, ■me,r& implicated therein m- ac- 
cessory thereto, by contributions of money, arms, munitions, 
or othenoise ; the character and extent of the nulitary 
equipment in the hands or under the control of such 
armed band ; where, how, and when the same was ob- 
tained and transported to the place invaded ; also, to 
report what legislation, if any, is neeessaiy by the Gov- 
ernment for the future preservation of the peace of the 
country and the safety of public property; with power 
to send for persons and papers. 

And this committee, after several weeks of session, 
now invokes the power of the Senate to compel the 
witness to testify The chairman of the committee, the 
Senator from Vii^nia [Mr. Mason], who calls for the 
imprisonment of an American citizen, has shown no 
authority tor such an exercise of power in the Consti- 
tution, or m the admitted right of self-defence, or in the 
precedent'' of the 'Senate. He cannot show any audi 
authouty It does not exist. 

Purely where the Constitution, and reason, and prece- 
dent all tliree, aie silent, we might well hesitate to ex- 
ercise a power so transcendent. But I shall not stop 
here, I go further, and point out two speciiic defects 
in the resolution of the Senate. 
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First. The inquiry which it institutes is clearly judi- 
cial in character, — without, however, any judicial pur- 
pose, or looking to any judicnl end. The conmiittee 
is essentiall} a Tnhunal with po^\er of denunciation, 
but witliout pow er ot punishment — sitting with closed 
doors, having the secreej ot the Inquisition or the Star 
Chamber, or, if jou please the Cirand Jury, — with power 
to investigate facts involving the guilt of absent persons, 
and to denounce fellow-citizens as felons and traitors. 
If such a power is lodged anywhere outside of judicial 
tribunals, it must be in the House of Eepresentatives, 
as the Grand Inquest of the Nation, with its power to 
impeach all civil officers, from the President down ; but 
it cannot be in the Senate. Let me cite an illustration. 
The Constitution of Maryland provides expressly that 
"the House of Delegates may inquire, on the oath of 
witnesses, into aU complaints, grievances, and offences, 
as the Grand Inquest of the State, and may commit any 
person for any crime to the pubhc jaU, there to remain 
until dischai^ed by due course of law," But I deny 
that the Senate of that neighbor State can erect itself 
into a Grand Inquest. 

If the Senate of the United States have power to 
make the present inquiry, then, on any occasion of al- 
leged crime, of whatever nature, whether of treason or 
murder or riot, it may rush to the assistance of the 
grand juries of the District, or, still further, it may 
rush to the assistance of the grand juries of Viiginia ; 
in short, it wiU be an inquest of commanding char- 
acter, and with far-reaching, all-pervading process, sup- 
plementary and ancillary to the local inquest, — or, 
rather, so transcendent in powers, that by its side the 
local inquest wiU be dwarfed into insigniiicanea This 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



482 USUEPATION OF THE SEKATii; 

cannot be proper or constitutional. But perhaps I am 
especially sensitive on this point; for, as a citizen of 
Massachusetts, I cannot foiget tliat her Bill of Eights, 
ori'iinally the work of John Adams, provides expressly 
that the legislative department shall never exercise ju- 
dicial powers, and the judicial department shall never 
exercise legislative powers, — " to the end," as is sol- 
emnly declared, " it may he a government of laws, and 
not of men." 

But, assuming that the resolution is defective so 
far as it constitutes an inquest into crime, it may 
he said that the witness should he compelled to an- 
swer the other parts. Surely, tlie Senate wiR not re- 
sort to any such reiinement in order to imprison a 
citizen. 

Secondly. But there is a hroader ohjection still : that, 
whatever may he the power of the Senate in judicial 
cases, it cannot ■ compel the testimony of a witness in 
a proceeding of which the declared purpose is merely 
legislative. OfRceis of the Government communicate 
with Congress and its committees simply by letter. 
They are not summoned from distant posts, or even 
from their offices here. And I know not why a distant 
citizen, charged with no oifence, and in every r^ht 
the peer of any offlce-holder, should he treated with 
less consideration. If information he desired from him 
for any legislative purpose, let him communicate it in 
the way most convenient to himself, and most consist- 
ent with those rights of the citizen which all are bound 
to respect. 

At all events, if this power is to he exercised, let it 
not he under a simple resolution of the Senate, h\\% by 
virtue of a general law, passed by both Houses, and 
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appi'oved by tlie Trcsideiit, so that the citizen shall be 
surrounded with certaiu safeguards, 

Mr. President, I confidently submit that a power so 
entirely without support, and also so obnoxious to criti- 
cism, at the same time that it is so vast, ia not to be care- 
lessly exercised. You cannot send the witness to prison 
without establishing a new precetlent and commencing 
a new class of cases. You will declare that the Senate, 
at any time, — not merely in the performance of admit- 
ted judicial duties, but also in tlie performance of mere 
legislative duties, — may dfa^^ a c.tizen from tlic most 
distant village of the most distant State, and compel his 
testimony, involving the guilt or innocence of absent 
persons, or, it may he, of the witness himself. Tliis is 
a fearful prerogative, and permit me to say, tliat, in 
assuming it, you liken yourselves to the Jesuits, at the 
period of their most hateful supremacy, when it was 
said that their power was a sword whose handle was at 
Eome and whose point was in the most distant places. 
You take into your hands a sword whose handle wiU 
be in this Chamber, to be clutched by a mere partisan 
majority, and whose point will be in every corner of tlie 
Eepublia 

If the present case were douhtful, which T do not 
admit, I feel that I cannot go wrong, wlien I lean to the 
side of Liberty, But, even admitting that you have the 
power, is this the occasion to use it ? Is it, upon the 
whole, expedient? Is the object to be accomplished 
worth the sacrifice ? It is well to have a giant's strength, 
but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant. 

For myself. Sir, I confess a feeUng of gmtitude to the 
witness, who, knowing nothing which he desires to con- 
ceal, and chiefly anxious that the liberties of ah. may 
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not suffer tlirougli him, feeble in body and broTtcn in 
health, hardly able to endure the fatigue of appearing at 
your bar, now braves the prison wMch you menace, and 
thrusts his arm as a bolt to arrest an unauthorized and 
arbitrary proceeding. 

Tlie resolutions wew aJojited Mareli 12, 1S60, and on the same day 
Mr. Hyatt was commitfud ta the comiiiou jail of Wailiiiigtoii. 

On tho 15th of June, 1S60, Mr. Mason, of Virj^nia, Chairman of the 
Hai^per's Feriy Inyestigating Committee, in aubmittiug his final report, 
fmtiier submitted the following order. 

"Oi-dtred, That Thnddeus Hyatt, u witneBS confined in the jail of this 
city for refusal to appear and testify before said committee, be discharged 
from custody, and that a copy of this order be delivered to the jailer by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, us his warrant for diBCharging said prisoner." 

On tbe quBStioa upon its passage, Mr. Sumner s}ioke as follows. 

MK. PRESIDENT,— I welcome with pleasure the 
proposition for the dischaige of Mr. Hyatt from 
his long incarceration in the filthy jail where he has 
been detained by the order of the Senate. B\tt I am 
unwilling that this act of justice should be done to a 
much injured citizen, without for one moment exposing 
the injustice which he has received at your hands. 

The case, it seems to me, can be made as plain as a 
diagram. 

We must not forget a fundamental difference between 
the powers of the House of Eepresentatives and the 
powers of the Senate. It is from the foi-mer that the 
Senator from Vii^nia has drawn his precedents, and 
here is his mistake. 

To the House of Eepi-esentatives expressly are given 
by the Constitution inquisilm-ial powers, while no such 
powers are given to the Senate. Tins is contained in 
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the wonls, "The House of Eepresentatives shall have 
the sole power of impeachment" Here, tlien, obvi- 
ously, is something delegated to the House, and not 
delegated to the Senate, — namely, those inqiiiries in 
their nature preliminary to impeachment, wliich may 
or may not end in impeachment ; and since, by the 
Constitution, every " civil officer " of the national gov- 
ernment may be impeached, the inquisitorial powers 
of the House may be directed against every "civil 
officer," from the Prcisident down to the lowast on the 
list. 

This is an extensive power, but it is confined sole- 
ly to the House. Strictly speaking, the Senate has no 
general ifujuisitorial powers. It has, we know, judicial 
powers in three cases under the Constitution : — 

1. To try impeachments; 

2. To judge the elections, returns, and qualifications 
of its members ; 

3. To punish its members for disorderly behavior, 
and, with the concurrence of two thirds, to expel a 
member. 

In the execution of these powers, the Senate has the 
attributes of a court, and, according to established prece- 
dents, it may summon witnesses and compel their testi- 
mony, although it may well be doubted if a law be not 
necessary even to the execution of this power. 

Besides these three eases, expressly named in the 
Constitution, there are two othere, where it has already 
undertaken to exercise Judicial powers, not by virtue of 
express words, but in self-defence : — 

1. With regard to tlie conduct of its servants, as of 
its Printer ; 

2. When its privil^es have been violated, as in the 
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caae of William Duane,^ ty a libel, or in the case of 
Nugent,^ by obtaining and divulging a treaty while still 
under seal of secrecy. 

It will be observed that these two classes of cases 
are not sustained by any text of tlie Constitution, If 
sustained at all, it must be by that principle of uni- 
versal jurisprudence, and also of natural law, which 
gives to every body, whether natural or artificial, the 
right to protect iU own existence, — in other words, the 
great right of self-defence. And I submit that no prin- 
ciple less solid can sustain this exercise of power. It 
is not enoi^h to say that such a power would be con- 
vmimt, highly convenient, or important. It must be 
ahsolutely essential to the self-preservation of the 'body ; 
and even then, in the absence of any law, it must be 
open in our country to the gravest doubts. 

" Doubtless," aaya Blackstone, " all arbitrary powers, 
well executed, are the most convmiient." ^ But niGre con- 
venience is not a proper reason, under a free government, 
for the assumption of powers not granted ; and this is 
especially the case where the powers are arbitrary and 
despotic, and touch the hberty of the citizen. 

1 Annals of Congress, 6th Cong. 1st Sess., p. 113, Mnrch 20, 1800, 

2 As this case was in Esecutive Session of the Senate, there is no pnhlio 
record of it. From the daily press of the time it appears, t bat, March 23, 
1848, Nngent, a correspondent of the Near 7orh Herald, was arrested by 
order of the Senate, and committed to the Sergaflnt-at-Arms, for obtaining 
surreptitiously and publishing the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; that he 
remained in such custody nnti! April 26th, and perhaps longer; that he re- 
fused to answer questions concerning the treaty; that he ims twice tniien 
i>etora Judge Crancli, of the United States Court, by Habeas Corpus ; that the 
Sergeant-nt-Arms returned for answer to the writ, that he held the prisoner 
by virtne of a warrant of the Vice-President, in pursuance of certain pro- 
ceedings of the Senate in Eiecative Session, which he could not divulge, 
and that the qnestion gave rise to much debate in Executive Session. See 
fspecially BnlU'nore Sm, March 24, 2fi, 29, April IS, 1518. 

a Commentaries, VoL IV". p. 350. 
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Now, if the present inquiry were iu the House of 
Representatives, and were directed against the Presi- 
dent or the Secretary of War, on the ground of negli- 
gence or malfeasance at an important moment, it would 
l)e clearly -within the jurisdiction of tiiat body, which 
has the sole power of impeachment ; but it would not 
come within the jurisdiction of the Senate, until it be- 
came the duty of the latter body to try the impeach- 
ment instituted by the House. 

But the present inquiiy is neit]ier preliminary to im- 
peachment nor on the trial of an impeachment. It has 
no such element. It is precisely the same as if an in- 
quiry should be instituted into the murder of Dr. Bur- 
deU in New York, or into tlie burning of slaves in Ala- 
bama, or into the banks of New York, or into the con- 
duct of tlie Supreme Court of Wisconsin in alleged 
obstructions of the Fugitive Slave Bill, — with regard 
to all which the Senate has no judicial powers. And 
yet it has judicial powers in all these cases, precisely to 
the same extent that it has in the case of John Brown 
at Harper's Ferry. 

I know it is said that this power is necessary in 
aid of legislation. I deny the necessity. Convenient, 
at times, it may he ; but necessanj, never. We do not 
drag members of the Cabinet or the President to testify 
before a committee, in aid of legislation ; but I say, with- 
out hesitation, they can claim no immiinity which does 
not belong equally to the humblest citizen. Mr. Hyatt 
and Mr. Sanborn have rights as ample as if they were 
oface-holders. Such a power as this — wMch, without 
the sanction of law, and merely at the will of a parti- 
san majority, may be employed to ransack the most 
distant States, and to drag citizens before the Senate ail 
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tlie wiiy from Wisconsin or from South Carolina' — niay 
be convenient, and to certain persons may seem to be 
necessary. Througliout all time alleged necessity has 
been the apology for wrong. 

" So spake tlia Fiend, and with necei^/y, 
'I he tyrant's plea, excused his deviiiah deeda." 

Such, according to Milton, was the practice among the 
fallen angels. 

Let me be understood as admitting the power of the 
Senate, where it is essential to its own protection or the 
protection of its privileges, but not where it is requii-ed 
merely in aid of legislation. The difference is world- 
wide between what is required for protection and what 
is required merely for aid ; and here I part from Sena- 
tors with whom I am proud on other matters to act. 
They hold that this great power may be exercised, not 
merely for the protection of the Senate, but aJso for its 
aid in framing a hiil or in maturing any piece of legis- 
lation. To aid a committee of thia body merely in a 
legislative purpose, a citizen, guilty of no crime, chained 
with no offence, presumed to be innocent, honored and 
beloved in liis neighborhood, may be seized, handcuffed, 
kidnapped, and dragged away from home, hurried across 
State lines, brought here as criminal, and then thrust 
into jail. The mere statement of the case shows the 
dangerous absurdity of such a claim. " Nephew," said 
Algernon Sidney in prison, on the night before his 
execution, " I value not my own life a chip ; but what 
concerns me is, that the law which takes away my Hfe 
may hang every one of you, whenever it is thought con- 
venient." It was a dangerous law that aroused the 
indignation of the English patriot. But in the present 
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case there is nob even a law^ — nothing bnt an order 
made by a fractional part of Congress. 

There are Semtors here ^\ho pretend to find in the 
Constitution the njfht to cany slaves into the National 
Territories, Tliat such Senitors should also find in tlie 
same Constitution the right to nial;e a slave of Mr. 
Hyatt or Mr Sanborn oi of tnybody else, merely to 
aid l^slation, is not astoni&hmg , but I ain at a loss 
how Senators who love Freedom can find any such 
right in the Constitution. 

I say nothing now of precedents from the Eritisli 
Parliament, for they are all more or less inapplicable. 
"We live under a written Constitution, with certain spe- 
cified powers ; and all these are restricted by the Tenth 
Amendment, declaring that " the powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor prahibited 
by it to the States, are resen-ed to the States respective- 
ly, or to the people." But even British precedents have 
found a critic at home, in the late Cliief Justice of Eng- 
land, Lord Denman, pronouncing judgment in the great 
ease of StocMale v. Hansard^ — and also in the words 
of an elegant and authoritative historian, whose life has 
been passed in one or the other of the two Houses of 
Parliament : I refer to Lord Mahon, now Earl Stanhope, 
who, in !ns History of England, thus remarks : — 

"I may observe, in passing, that throughout the reigii of 
George the Second the privileges of the House of CommonB 

flourished iu the rankest luxuriance So long as men in 

authority are enabled to go beyond the law, on tlie plea of 
their own dignity and power, the only limit to t/mr eitavack- 
mmts ioill be that of the public endurance." '^ 
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Notliing can be more true than this waniing. But 
Lord Broi^ham has expressed himself in words yet 
stronger, and, if possihle, still more applicable to the 
present case. 

"All rights," says this consummate orator, "are now 
utterly disregarded by the advocates of privilege, except- 
ing that of exposing their own short-sighted impolicy and 
thoughtle^ inconsistency. Nor would there be any safety 
for the people under their guidance, if unhappily their pow- 
ers of doing mischief bore any proportion to their disregard 
i)i what is politic and just." ^ 

"VYith these observations 1 cLiiit this question, anxious 
only thit the recent Usurpation of the Senate may not 
be diawn mto a precedent heiealtci 

Dunng Mr Hyitts piotHu-ted iminBonmei t Mi S imiier viMted 
him constaiitlj and thus became fauii]iiir«ith the conhUon of the 
jail Tlua led to the intiwluction of tlie folbwing ictolutiou Maich 
13, 1860 

" Seiolited, Thnt the Committee on Uie District of Columbia l>e directed 
to consider tiie expediency of doing sometliing to impi-oye the condition of 
the caramon jail of the city of Waallingloii." 

Before the vote on the resolution was lahen, Mr. Sumner remarked 
tliat he had visited the jail, and found it neither more nor less than a 
mere human sty; and since the Senate had undertaken t« send a feliow- 
creature there, he thought that the least it could do was to see that 
something was done to improve its cpudition. 

iPriFi!egBofParliament,Introduotion: Speeches of Henry Lord Bwagham 
upon Questions rehitiiig to PnlaJio Eights, Duties, and Interests, Vol. IV. 
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ABOLITION OF CDSTOM-HOnSE OATHS. 

BusonTTiOit IN THE Senate, March 15, 18G0. 



Mft. ScMSEB submitted tlio following resolution, which, was con- 
sidered by uuanimoua conseut, aud agreed to. 

RESOLVED, That tlie Committee on Pinanee be 
instructed to consider whether the nitmerous cus- 
tom-house oaths, now administered under Acts of Con- 
gress, may not with propriety be abolished, and a simple 
declaration be substituted therefor. 
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Mn. Snbllikq interested h m 
tion of the lands west of Bos 
Lands," and owned by the ui 
yond a general desire to keep 
B tidal Jalie, bordered by av 
aided particularly by John A 
citizens, including the venera 
Dr. Edward Jarvis, wrote lett 
fore the Committee of the L gi 
ferred. Among these w»s the 11 
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Y DEAR SIE, — I m <rr il ir m 

intervention to B oy 

Iceeping it open to the -w te n b d 

sun. It is not pleasan I k w to p n n 

from those about us ; bu y te d 

so pure, so benevolent, ti y n h 
ity, that all, even thou h ft nn n d n b 

glad that you have come forward. 

I know well the value of water in scenery. Perhaps 
nothing else adds so much to the effect of a landscape, 
which, indeed, without water often seems lifeless, or, as 
■was once said by a valued friend of mine, " like a face 
■without eyes." Boston, from its peninsular situation, 
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cannot be entirely deprived of this picturesque feature. 
Jt seems to me, however, that, in a region like that now 
in question, we should hesitate long before renouncing 
the opportunity of adding to its attractions by a piece 
of water, which, from perennial supply, would always 
prove an ornament of unsurpassed beauty, as well as a 
place of recreation, and a source of health. 

On this it is useless to enlarge. All who have ever 
stood on Boston Common will easily see how much this 
pleasant retreat must lose in charm, when its great 
western vista is closed ; and all who have ever specu- 
lated on the probable growth of our metropolis, and the 
longing of a crowded population for fresh air, will recog- 
nize the necessity for open spaces, which will be out' 
door ventilators. 

Boston is already growing in every direction. A 
wise forecast, if not able at once to provide all tha 
means needful for its salubrity and adornment, wiEl at 
least avoid embarrassing the future, when half a mil- 
lion of souls have built their homes about the ancient 
Trimountain. 

Our Common has been ample enough for the past ; 
but the metropohs has already outgrown it in every 
respect. Besides being too naiTOw in proportions, it is 
wanting in those acceaaories of beauty and of knowl- 
edge especially illustrative of Natural History, which, 
according to the experience of other countries, are 
proper for pubHc grounds. I wish much to see there, 
among other things, an arboretum, where every tree 
that can bear our climate shall find it^s classified place, 
— pleasing the eye by its beauty, protecting the body 
by its shade, and speaking to all by the voice of 
Scienca 
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Accept tlie thanks of an absent citizen, who never 
thinks of his native Boston without a yearning to see 
it foremost in all that contrib\ites to a true civilization ; 
aaid believe me to be, my dear Sir, 

Very faitlifuUy yours, 

CHAELES SUMNEIi. 
To George H, Spelling, Esq. 
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ATTEIET TO KIDNAP A CITIZEN UNDER ORDER 
OP THE SE-NATE. 

The Case of Fkask B. Sanborn, of Concord, MAsaAcnusf:TTS, with 
Spemues in tfje Senate, Aphil 10, 13, asd 10, 18GU. 



The ease of Mr. SanVwm illustistes the reach of the Slave Power, 
and the extent to whieh Uie SeDat* did its bidding, at the liiBtanee of 
the author of the Fugitive Slave BiO. It is one of the akirmialies in 
the wariVire with Slayery- 

April 10, 1860, Mr. Sumner presented the memorial of Mr. Sanborn, 
which he explained as follows. 

I HAVE a memorial, Mr. President, from Frank E. 
Sanborn, of Concoi'd, Massachusetts, setting forth a 
gross attempt to kidnap, hy men pretending to act in 
the name of the Senate of the United States. The 
memorial is authenticated by his affidavit before a 
notary public. It sets forth, that, on the evening of the 
3d of April, certain persons, who had been prowling 
about his neighborhood, under shelter of night, with 
fraudulent pretence drew him to his door, seized him, 
handcuffed hira, and then by force undertook to convey 
him to a carriage. By the courageous interposition of 
a reiined lady, his sister, neighbors were aroused ; the 
village was next summoned by the ringing of bells, 
and at length that great friend of the oppressed in 
our country, the writ of Habeas Corpus, aiTived on 
the ground. By intervention of that writ he was taken 
from the custody of the kidnappers. The next day a 
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hearing was had before the Supreme Court of Masaa- 
chusetts ; and Chief Justice Shaw, for thirty years the 
honoi'ed Chief Justice of Massachusetts, whose opinions 
are respected in every part of the couutry, representing 
the full bench, without undertaking to pass upon the 
question of jurisdiction in the Senate, went on to de- 
clare that the power delegated to its Sergeant-at-Arms 
could not be ddegated to another, and that therefore all 
these proceedings were void, and the prisoner was dis- 
charged. 

Now, Mr. President, this act, ib seems to me, is con- 
spicuous, both from the person against whom it was 
directed and the place where it was attempted. It was 
directed against Mr. Sanborn, a quiet citizen engaged in 
the instmction of youth, a scholar of excellent attain- 
ments, of perfect purity, and much beloved by friends 
and ne^hbors. It was attempted at Concord, where 
another seizure was once attempted, wliich began that 
revolutionary contest that ended in Independence. I 
affirm, Mr. President, that a person like Mr. Sanborn, 
having suffered this outi-age at the hands of persons 
claiming to act in the name of the Senate, has a right to 
redress in this body, and I assert, still further, that 
this body owes something to its own character; it ought 
to wash its hands of such an outrage. I offer his me- 
morial, and ask its reference to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and, that the Senate may better understand 
it, I think it ought to be printed. I move also its 
printing. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, Chairaian of the Harper's Fen y Committee, 
made an explanation of the attempt to arrcHt Mr. Sajibom, in the 
eourae of which he anicl : " This man Sanborn wa.^ in corrosirondenca 
either with the man who was not long since hnng in Vii'ginia for hla 



Hosted byGOOgIC 



UNDER ORDER OF THE SENATE. 447 

conduct as a traitor and murderer at Harper's Ferry, or with some of 
Ijis assouiates, I do not recollect whith." At tie call of Mr. Fessen- 
di'ti the memorial was read, when Mr. Sumner said, in reply to Mr. 
Mason : — 

I merely wish to correct one error into whicli the 
Senator has fallen. He states that Mr. Sanhoni was 
taken from the custody of those pretended officers by a 
mob. Now nothii^ is within my knowledge except 
what is authenticated by that memorial under oath, 
and there the statement is express that he was not 
taken from the custody of these pretended officers ex- 
cept by the intervention of the writ of Habeas Corpus, 
sustained by the posse amiitattis of the neighborhood. 

Mr. Mason having stated that he expected a return of the oiEcer, at 
his Bu^stion the memorial was laid on the tahle to await tliat return. 
To this Mr. Sumner consented, as he declaimed, with great reluctance, 
and with the understanding tliat then it should be referied. 

April IS, 1880, Mr. Sumner presented additional papers in the case. 
After reading these, he said : — 

There, Sir, is the official response to the assertion of 
the Senator from Virginia. The Senator says that Mr. 
Sanborn was rescued by a mob. It is true there was 
a mob in Concord. It was a mob of kidnappers, who 
went there in the name of the Senate of the United 
States to seize a citizen of Massachusetts. I have 
here a letter which I have received fixim a prominent 
citizen of Concord, present at the time. This is his 
statement : — 

" Ifo rescue by the crowd was made or attempted, till the 
writ of Habeas Oorptis was served ; and this, even, Carleton 
and his fellows resisted, till the deputy sheriff was obliged 
to use force to take Mr. Sanbom from him. .... The 
arrest was as brutal, cowardly, and outrageous 
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in<f as I ever knew iu seven years' experience as sheriff 
of that county." 

Sir, it is not unnatural that an arrest made under 
such circumstances should have attracted attention in 
that town and throughout Massachusetts. It did so. 
It has excited a feehng of indignation against this 
attempt, increased, perhaps, when people put the ques- 
tion, ■' Why aU this effort to seize Mr. Saohorn ? Why 
this overthrow of law to accomplish such a purpose ? " 

It is notorious that Uiere is a citizen of Virginia, for- 
merly cliief magistrate of that State, who has openly 
avowed that he knew much in regard to the very mat- 
ters in inquiiy before that committee, and that rubies 
could not bribe him to disclose it. He has thrown the 
challenge down to that committee and this Senate, 
befoi-e the whole country, refusing openly to testify; 
and yet that committee make no motion to bring Kx- 
Governor "Wise before the Senate, and compel him to 
testify. Instead, the committee seeks a Northern man, 
Mr. Hyatt, now in jail, and another Northern man, Mr. 
Sanborn, who it is well understood know nothing of 
the matter; and it follows up Mr Sanborn by an at- 
tempt which I characterize here as simply an act of 
kidnapping. 

Mr. Mason, in reply, insisted, at some length, that Mr. Svimner could 
Imve no iiifovmation on the action of tie committee, which hod uot 
yet rqiorted. To this Mr. Snmner r^oined ; — 

Mr. President, I profess to have no information ex- 
cept what is open to all the woild ; and there are two 
things open to all the world, through the public press ; 
first, that the Ex-Governor of Virginia has more than 
once declared that he had important information in 
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reference to the matter before the committee, and that 
rubies would not tempt Mm to disclose it ; and, secondly, 
it is known that the Ex-Govemor of Vii^nia has not 
been brouglit to Washington, as Mr. Hyatt lias been, 
and as an attempt has been made to bring Mr. Sanborn. 
Ko kidnappers have been sent into Virginia, nor hand- 
cuffs put upon Ex-Governor Wise. 

April 16, 1880, Mr. Mason presented to tlie Senate the warrant for 
the arrest of Mv. Sanborn, with the retui-n of the Deputy Mnrsiial of 
Massachusetts to whom it was ailili'essed, and moved its referenes to 
the Committee on tlie Judicifliy, witli iiistmotiona to inquire and 
report whetlier any, and what, further proceedings wore necessarj- to 
vindicate the authority of the Senate and to effect tlie arrest of the 
witnesses. This motion Wfla agreed to. Mr. Simmer then moved tliat 
the memoiial of Mr. Sanborn, with the additional papers, he taken 
from tlie table and referred to the same committee. Here Mr. Mason 
promptly interposed the very miusual motion thai the memorial ie 
rejected. The Chair decided that the motion "to reject" could not 
take precedence, imd therefore the motion to refer was first in order. 
Then it was that Mr. Sumner spoke as follows. 

Mr. President, I tliink that I ought not to listen to 
such a proposition as has been made by the Senator 
from Virginia with reference to this memorial, mthout 
one word in reply. Here is a memorial from a gentle- 
man of perfect respectability, charged with no crime, 
presumed to be innocent, complaining of gross outrage 
at the hands of certain persons pretending to act in 
the name of the Senate. The facts are duly set forth. 
They are authenticated also by documents now of rec- 
ord. The Senator moves — without any reference to a 
committee, without giving the petition the decency of a 
hearing, accoi'ding to the ordinary forms of this body — 
that the memorial be " rejected " ; and he makes this 
unaccustomed motion with a view to esfeibHsh a prece- 
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(lent in such a case. I feel it my duty to establish a 
precedent also in this case, by entering an open, une- 
quivocal protest against such attempt. Su-, an ancient 
poet said of a judge in hell, that he punished first and 
heai-d aSt^Twar^, — " castigaique audilqvs" ; and, per- 
mit me to say, the Senator from Vii^ia, on this occa- 
sion, takes a precedent from that court. 

To tUs probst Mr. Maaon replied; "The Senator from Maaea- 
chtisetts, it seems to me, makes an oppoitunity to use language in the 
Senate Cliamber which, so fw as my interconrse with the world goes, is 
not usual out of the Senate Chamber. There ia nothing in it that I 
have a right to lake as personaUy offensive to myself. The Senate ia 
the proper judge ajid arhiter of the decorum of its own proceedings." 

Then Buaiied a debate on the return, in which Mr. Bayaid, of Dek- 
H'are, and Mr. TmmbuU, of Illinois, took part, when Mr. Sumner, a* 
last obtoiiiing the floor, remarked as follows. 

Only one word. I presented a memorial to this 
body, setting forth an outrage. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia moved its rejection, while he proposed that the 
case should he proceeded with. I characterized that 
motion as I thought I was authorized to do, referring 
to a precedent of antiquity, and that was all ; and tltis 
is the occasion for a lecture from the Senator on the 
manner in wliich one should conduct on this floor. 
From the heights of his self-coniidence he addresses 
ma Sir, I wish to say simply, in reply, that, when an 
outrage comes before tliis body, I sliall denounce it in 
plain terms ; and if a precedent from a very bad place 
seema to be in point, I shall not hesitate to quote it. 

Mr. Mason rejoined : " I did not undertake to lecture the Senator, 
of all others, npon the Buhjeot of manners or propiiety. 1 do not 
mean it offensively, but, for my own convenience, I should consider it 
time thrown away. All that I said was, that I waa not accustomed, in 
my intercourse witli the world outside of this Chamber, to hear language 
of that sort in the circles in which 1 move." 
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April 17, 1860, the memorial of Mr. Saaboni was referred to tlio 
Judiciary Committee, according to the motion of Mr. Sumner. 

June 7, Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, from the Committee on the 
Judieiaiy, to whom was referred the return of the Depnty-Marshal 
and the other papers, reported a " KU concerning the Sergeant-at- 
Amis of the SenatB and the SBrgeant-at-Arma of the Houae of Rep- 
resentatives," authorizing tlie appointment of deputies. This was 
intended to meet the decision of Chief Justice Sliaw, of Massachu- 

June 16, Mr. Bayard moved to proceed ivith the consideratioQ 
of his hill. The motion was not agmed to, — there being, on a divis- 
ion, ayes 22, noes 25. This was the end of that bill. 

This incident was nmeh noticed hy the Northern preaa, eapeeially in 
Maaaaohusetts. The Boston Atlas and Bee espreased itself thus : — 

" In oar opinion Ihe people of the Free States are never better "atisfied 
with their representatives than when they see tlieui repelling indignantly 
and nmnMIy the arrogant insults of the slave-driving aristocracy. It will 
not diminish their attachment to Mr. Sumner, when they talie notice that 
his rebuke of Mr. Mason was not in reply to any instilt upon himself, bnt 
upon one of his outraged and abused constituents." 

J Sanborn v. Carleton, 15 Gray, 369. 
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PETITIONS AGAINST SLAVERY. 

Speech in the Senate, Aprii, 18. 1860. 



The treatnipiit of these petitions illustrates the tyranny of the Slave 
Power to the very eve of its fall. S"ui:h an incident is not without 
historic sigmflcance. 



MK. PRESIDENT,— I present the petition of Henry 
Elwell, Jr., and four hundred and fifty-five others, 
of Manchester, in Massachusetts, earnestly petitioning 
Congress to repeal the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, —-to 
abolish Slavery in the District of Columhia, and in the 
United States Territories, — to prohibit the inter-State 
slave-trade, — and to pass a resolution pledging Congress 
against the admission of any Slave State into the "Union, 
the acquisition of any Slave Territory, and the employ- 
ment of any slaves hy any agent, contractor, officer, or 
department of the National Government; also, a like 
petition of Alvan Howes and fifty-five others, of Barn- 
stable, Massachusetts ; also, a like petition of John 
Clement and one hundred and nineteen others, of Town- 
send, Massachusetts; also, a like petition of Samuel 
L. Eockwood and seventy-three others, of Weymouth, 
Massachusetts ; also, a like petition of J. H. Browne 
and sixty-four others, of Sudbury, Massachusetts ; also, 
a like petition of Daniel Hosmer and ninety-eight others, 
of Sterling, Massachusetts ; also, a like petition of Al- 
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bert Gould and one hundred and thirty-one others of 
Leicester, Massachusetts ; also, a like petition of James 
M. Evelett and two hundred otliers, of Princeton, 
Massachusetts; also, a hke petition of Daniel Otis 
and seventy-nine otliers, of South Seituate, Massachu- 
setts ; also, a like petition of Calvin Cutter and e^hty- 
four others, of Warren, Massachusetts ; also, a like pe- 
tition of Pv. 'VV. French and thirty others, of Lawrence, 
Massachusetts; also, a like petition of Edmund H. 
Sears and two hundred and forty-five others, of Way- 
land, Massachusetts. 

These several petitions I now present. On a former 
occasion, during this session, a similar petition presented 
by me was laid upon the table. A similar petition pre- 
sented by another Senator was refeiTed to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. An authoritative precedent, es- 
tablished after debate, since I have been in the Senate, 
seems to be the best guide on this occasion. That was 
on a memorial from four tliousand citizens of Boston, 
praying the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Act. After 
ample consideration, during which much was said against 
the memorialists, no proposition was made to lay their 
prayer on the table. Following that precedent, and 
another established during the present session, I move 
that all these petitions be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 



Mr. Mason, of Tirgini d that the pptitioiia lie on the 

table, thus precluding t J tifl action. The yeas and nays 

were ordered on motion J b d resulted aa follows, 25 yeas 
and 19 nays ; — 

Yeas, — Messrs. Baya d B g" Ch t, Clay, Ciiugmati, Critten- 
den, Davis, Fitch, Fitz n Hemphill, Hunter, Iveraon, 
Johnson of Arkansas, J h T n ssee, Kennedy, Lane, La^ 
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